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SPAIN MISSISSIPPI  SCHEME DEATH  OF  THE 

DUKE  OF  ORLEANS ADMINISTRATION  OF 

.CARDINAL  FLEURY WAR  WITH  THE  EM- 

PEROR — LORR AIN  t/NITED  TO  THE  CROWN 

OF  FRANCE DEATH  OF  THE  EMPEROR  — 
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The  cares  of  government,  which  the  tender 
years  of  Lewis  the  Fifteenth  rendered  him  unable 
to  affumt,  were  devolved  by  the  will  of  the  de- 
vol.  hi.  B ccafed 
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ceafed  monarch  on  a conncil  of  regency,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  placed  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
firil  prince  of  the  blood  : but  the  duke  received 
with  difguft  a difpofition,  which  inftead  of  en- 
trufting  to  him  the  foie  power,  gave  him  only  a 
calling  vote.  He  appealed  Trom  the  injurious 
decifion  to  the  parliament  of  Paris ; that  afiem- 
bly  fet  afide  the  teftament  of  a king  whom  living 
they  had  feared  and  obeyed,  and  declared  the 
duke  of  Orleans  foie  regent. 

The  unfortunate  James  (from  his  empty  claim 
to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  better  afterwards 
knottn  as  the  Pretender)  had  landed  in  Scotland, 
and  had  experienced  in  his  reception  the  heredi- 
tary attachment  of  that  country  to  the  Houfe  of 
Stuart  r but  the  ardour  of  his  undiferplined  fol- 
lowers was  repulfed  by  the  veteran  troops  of 
George  the  Firft,  who  fwayed  the  feeptre  of  Bri- 
tain. The  pretender  himfelf  efcaped  from  the 
inaufpicious  coafl,  to  hide  his  difgrace  in  Com- 
mercy,  in  Lorrain ; his  unhappy  adherents  pe- 
rifhed  on  the  fcafl'old,  or  were  driven  into  exile  ; 
and  his  future  hopes  were  extinguifhed  by  the 
friendfhip  which  the  regent  of  France  afliduoufly 
cultivated  with  the  Houfe  of  Hanover. 

The  duke  of  Orleans  pofleffed  courage,  pene- 
A.  D.  1715.  tration,  and  an  underftanding  im- 
1 7,fe*  proved  by  fludy  : frank  and  cafy  ia 
bis  manners,  of  all  the  delcendants  of  Henry 

die. 
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the  Fourth  he  refembled  him  the  moft ; but  his 
extravagant  thirft  after  novelty  and  pleafurc  call 
a fhade  over  his  more  fplendid  qualities  ; and  his 
cxceffive  attachment  to  the  fair,  impaired  his  con- 
ftitution  and  diminifhed  his  reputation.  The 
early  meafures  of  his  adminiftration  afforded  to 
the  people  the  moft  favourable  imprefltons  of  his 
judgment,  his  equity,  and  moderation.  His  gra- 
titude reftored  to  the  parliament  the  right  of  re- 
monftrating  againft  the  edi&s  of  the  crown  : he 
compelled  thofe  who  during  the  late  reign  had 
fattened  on  the  miferies  of  the  people,  to  dif- 
gorge  their  ill-gotten  wealth  ; he  re-peopled  the 
cities  that  had  been  deferted,  and  the  lands  that 
had  been  laid  wafte  by  the  ravages  of  war;  he 
promoted  commerce,  rewarded  agriculture ; and 
difpelied  the  jealoufy  that  Europe  had  entertain- 
ed of  the  turbulent  difpofition  of  France,  by  a 

clofe  alliance  with  Great  Britain  and  the  United 

* 

Provinces. 

But  that  tranquillity  which  the  pacific  inclina- 
tions of  the  regent  promifed  to  main-  a.  D.  1716. 
tain,  was  foon  interrupted  by  the  reft-  *7*7* 
lefs  and  intriguing  genius  of  cardinal  Albcroni, 
firft  minifter  of  Spain.  That  ftatefman,  whofe 
extravagant  and  chimerical  projects  alarmed  and 
aftonithed  Europe,  had  re-eftablifhed  in  a few 
years  the  finances  and  troops  of  the  Spanifh  mo- 
narchy ; he  now  formed  the  defign  of  recovering 
B z Sardinia 
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Sardinia  from  the  emperor;  of  wrefting  Sicily 
from  the  dukes  of  Savoy,  to  whom  it  had  been 
aligned  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ; and  of  efta- 
blifhing  the  Pretender  on  the  throne  of  England. 
He  ncgociated  with  the  Ottoman  Porte;  the 
Czar,  Peter  the  Great,  of  Ruffia ; and  Charles 
the  Twelfth,  king  of  Sweden.  The  Turks  were 
to  refume  the  war  again (1  the  emperor,  whioh  the 
courage  and  condudt  of  prince  Eugene  had  lately 
compelled  them  to  rclinquilh  with  difgrace  ; the 
Ruffians  and  Swedes  tv  ere  to  invade  Great  Britain, 
reftore  the  family  of  Stuart,  and  expel  the  houfe 
of  Hanover. 

But  the  projedl  of  Alberoni  was  ftill  incom- 
plete as  long  as  the  duke  of  Orleans  retained  the 
regency  of  France.  His  intrigues  foon  pene- 
trated into  the  very  capital  of  that  kingdom ; he 
kindled  an  infurredlion  in  Brittany;  introduced  in 
difguife  fmall  parties  of  troops  to  the  fupport  of 
the  infurgents  ; and  excited  thofe  who  envied  the 
fortune,  to  oppofe  the  authority  and  feize  the 
perfon  of  the  regent.  But  the  vigilance  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans  detedfed  the  confpiracy ; the 
partizans  of  Alberoni  fuffered  on  the  fcaffold ; 
the  king  of  Sweden,  on  whom  he  principally  de- 
pended, loft  his  life  in  Norway  ; the  Czar  was 
occupied  in  the  internal  regulation  of  his  domi- 
nions; the  Turks  refufed  to  enter  into  new  wars ; 
and  the  ambitious  cardinal  faw  at  once  the  empe- 
ror. 
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ror,  the  regent  of  France,  and  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  united  againft  him. 

Yet  this  powerful  combination  did  not  entirely 
baffle  the  extenfive  fchemes  of  Alberoni;  the 
fleet  he  had  fitted  out,  ravaged,  and  reduced  the 
ifland  of  Sardinia  to  the  fubjedtion  of  Spain  : 
from  thence  it  direfted  its  courfe  towards  Sicily  ; 
fuccefsfully  landed  the  forces  of  Philip ; and  the 
banners  of  that  monarch  were  foon  difplayed 
from  feveral  of  the  mod  conliderable  towns.  But 
while  the  Spaniards  urged  the  liege  of  Meffina, 
they  were  furprifed  by  the  appearance  of  a Bri- 
tifh  fquadron.  The  fleet  of  Spain  was  defeated 
after  a feeble  refiftance  ; and  the  remnant  that  ef- 
caped  the  purfuit  of  the  vidtors,  abandoned  the 
hopclefs  enterprife  on  Sicily,  aud  fought  fhelter 
in  their  own  harbours. 

The  duke  of  Orleans  had  declared  war  againft 
Spain  in  concert  with  the  Englifh;  and  the  flirt 
hoftile  operations  commenced  by  Lewis  the  Fif- 
teenth were  againft  his  uncle,  whom  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth  had,  at  the  expence  of  fo  much 
blood,  cftablilhed  on  his  throne.  The  forces  of 
France  were  entrufted  to  the  marefchal  duke  of 
Berwick,  whofe  vidlories  had  formerly  contribu- 
ted to  place  the  feeptre  in  the  hands  of  Philip  ; 
he  iucceffivcly  inverted  and  reduced  Fonterabia 
and  St.  Sebaftian  in  the  province  of  Bifcay ; and 
Spain,  overwhelmed  with  difafters  both  by  fea  and 
B 3 land. 
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land,  confentcd  to  fuc  for  peace.  The  condi- 
tions were  di&ated  by  the  regent  of  France : he 
infilled  that  Philip  fhould  difmifs  his  minifter; 
and  Alberoni  was  delivered  to  the  French  troops, 
and  conducted  to  the  frontiers  of  Italy,  having 
only  obtained  by  his  fplendid  defigns  the  charac- 
ter of  a ralh  and  inconfiderate  projector.  Fon- 
terabia  and  St.  Sebaftian  were  reftored  to  Spain  ; 
but  Sicily  was  transferred  to  the  emperor  Charles  j 
and  the  dukes  of  Savoy,  in  exchange,  acquired 
Sardinia,  and  with  the  title  of  king  have  polleffed 
that  ifiand  ever  fince. 

To  cement  the  kindred  thrones  of  France  and 
Spain,  the  duke  of  Orleans  projetfled  a double 
marriage.  His  own  daughter,  Mademoifelle 
Montpcnfier  was  united  to  Don  Lewis,  prince  of 
the  Afturias;  and  the  infanta  of  Spain  was  be- 
trothed to  her  coufin  the  king  of  France,  The 
ties  of  blood  but  feldom  bind  ambitious  princes ; 
but  the  late  rupture  between  the  two  courts  had 
reciprocally  opened  their  eyes  to  their  real  inte- 
refts,  and  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  was  convinced 
that  by  unanimity  alone  it  could  refill  its  com- 
mon enemies, 

A.  D.  1716.  That  fpirit  of  enterprife  which 
. *7 l8-  could  no  longer  be  difplayed  in  war, 

was  now  diverted  to  the  internal  regulations  of 
the  Hate.  A Scotchman  named  John  Law,  who 
had  been  obliged  to  fly  from  England  for  mur- 
5 der. 
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4er,  had  formed  the  plan  of  a company  that 
might  pay  off  the  debts  of  a nation  by  notes,  and 
reimburfe  itfelf  by  its  profits.  This  needy  ad- 
venturer had  wandered  through  Europe,  and  en- 
deavoured to  excite  the  attention  of  various 
courts.  He  firft  opened  his  projedt  to  Vidtor 
Amadeus,  duke  of  Savoy,  and  who  afterwards 
acquired  the  title  of  king  of  Sardinia ; but  that 
prince  rejected  the  propofal,  with  the  reply,  “ that 
he  was  not  rich  enough  to  ruin  himfelf.”  It  was 
received  with  more  favourable  prepofleffions  in 
France  ; every  circumflance  of  public  affairs  con- 
tributed to  recommend  it ; a debt  of  two  hun- 
dred millions  opprefled  the  Hate ; no  common 
refources  appeared  equal  to  the  enormous  bur- 
then; and  the  inclinations  of  die  people,  ever 
prone  to  novelty,  were  fecoaded  by  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  regent. 

The  bank  at  firft  iffued  their  notes  with  cau- 
tion ; but  the  credit  with  which  diey  were  at- 
tended, foon  increafed  the  amount ; its  connexion 
with  the  Miffiffippi,  a trading  company,  front 
which  great  advantages  were  expedted,  allured  the 
public  with  the  hopes  of  extraordinary  gain.  It 
now  afpired  to  grander  objedts ; was  declared  the 
bank  of  the  King  ; embraced  the  management 
of  the  trade  to  Senegal ; acquired  the  privileges 
which  the  celebrated  Colbert  had  granted  to  the 
B4  old 
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old  Eaft  India  Company  ; and,  finally,  cngrofled 
the  farming  of  the  national  taxes. 

A.  D.  1719.  But  this  plan,  which,  if  confined  with- 
l72° • in  proper  bounds,  might  have  been 
attended  with  the  moft  falutary  effeds,  foon  burft 
the  limits  that  had  been  propofed ; and  fweep- 
jng  before  it  the  feeble  barriers  of  policy  and 
difcretion,  overwhelmed  the  nation  in  its  rapid 
cour  fe.  Thoufands  daily  crowded  to  exchange  their 
gold  for  bills ; and  the  fluduation  of  the  flock 
afforded  an  opportunity  toobfeure  individuals  to 
acquire  immenfe  fortunes.  The  notes  circulated 
exceeded  foprfeore  times  the  real  value  of  the  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  kingdom.  At  length  the  delufion 
was  difpelled  : the  bafis  of  the  fabric  was  credit ; 
and  f;he  moment  a doubt  prevailed,  the  whole 
edifice  fell  to  the  ground.  By  drawing  upon  it  for 
confiderable  fums,  the  late  financiers  and  great 
bankers  exhaufted  the  royal  bank  ; every  one  was 
now  as  eager  to  convert  their  notes  into  money, 
as  they  were  lately  to  convert  their  money  into 
notes;  but  the  difproportion  was  enormous  ; the 
arrets  of  the  regent,  inftead  of  reftoring  confidence 
to  the  people,  extinguilhed  it ; and  the  fame  year 
that  gave  birth  to  the  Company’s  adions,  beheld 
them  return  to  their  primitive  nothing. 

Law  himfelf,  the  author  of  this  fatal  projed, 
tvhq  had  been  raifed  from  a mere  adventurer  to 

3 lprd, 
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a lord,  and  from  a banker  to  a minifter  of  ftate, 
was  the  fame  year  loaded  with  the  public  execra- 
tion, obliged  to  fly  the  country  he  had  attempted 
to  enrich,  and  had  entirely  ruined.  He  went  off 
in  a poft-chaife  that  was  knt  him  by  the  duke 
of  Bourbon-Condc  with  only  two  thoufand  louis 
d’ors,  the  fcantv  remnant  of  his  tranfitory  opu- 
lence ; fubfifted  fome  time  in  London  on  the  li- 
berality of  a French  nobleman;  and  died  at  Ve- 
nice in  a Hate  little  removed  from  indigence. 

It  was  not  France  alone  that  was  alfli&ed  by 
the  credulous  avarice  of  her  people ; in  London, 
in  Amfterdam,  and  Rotterdam,  the  fame  fpirit  of 
{peculation  prevailed.  The  Englilh  entered  with 
fimilar  ardour  into  the  vifionary  hopes  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  and  experienced  a fimilar  difap- 
pointment.  Thofe  fhares  which  had  been  eagerly 
fought  after  at  the  price  of  one  thoufand  pounds 
ftcrling,  were  in  the  courfeof  the  fame  month  fold 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  ; and  fo  extenfive  had 
the  infatuation  fpread,  that  Europe  trembled  at 
the  profpcdt  of  a general  bankruptcy. 

The  attention  of  rhe  regent  was  en-  a.  D.  17*0. 
grofied  in  afluaging  the  diftradtion  , 1721* 
\vhich  the  projeft  of  Law  h^d  excited.  An  ac- 
count and  valuation  were  taken  of  the  private 
fortunes  of  individuals ; and  this  laborious  work 
Was  planned,  digeftcd,  and  conducted  by  four  bro- 
thers 
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thersofthe  name  of  Paris,  who  had  never  before 
any  connection  with  public  affairs,  but  whole  ge- 
nius and  application  dcferved  to  be  entrufted  with 
the  wealth  of  the  nation.  They  eftablifhed  a fuf- 
ficient  number  of  offices  for  the  matters  of  requefts 
and  other  judges  ; they  reduced  to  order  the  huge 
and  misffiapen  chaos  before  them ; five  hundred 
eleven  thoufand  and  nine  perfons,  molt  of  them 
fathers  of  families,  brought  their  whole  fortunes 
in  paper  to  this  tribunal ; the  enormous  demand 
was  liquidated  at  a certain  fum,  and  government 
became  refponfible  for  the  future  payment  of  it. 

The  parliament  of  Paris,  by  their  fupport  of  the 
pretenfions  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  the  regency, 
had  excited  his  gratitude;  their oppofition  to  the 
brilliant  but  fatal  project  of  Law  had  aroufed 
his  indignation  ; he  banifhed  them  to  Pontoife  ; 
and  the  citizens,  who  in  the  minority  of  Lewis 
the  Fourteenth  had  vindicated  the  privileges  of 
that  affembly  by  a general  infurretftion,  now  be- 
held them  exiled  without  a fingle  murmur.  A 
dearth  that  depopulated  Provence,  was  fubmitted 
to  with  more  honourable  refignation  ; commerce 
foon  repaired  the  diftrefs  the  late  innovations  had 
occafioncd  ; and  the  court,  which  on  the  death 
of  Lewis  had  refumed  its  wonted  magnificence, 
was  now  diftinguiffied  by  fuperior  luxury  and 
profufion. 

The 
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The  regent  had  elevated  to  the  poft  a.  D.  1720. 
of  miniftcr,  cardinal  Dubois;  a man  ‘7JI* 
who,  defcended  from  an  obfcure  apothecary  in  a 
remote  province,  had  acquired  the  firft  dignities  of 
the  church,  and  the  moft  eminent  fituation  in  the 
ftate.  By  the  recommendation  of  the  duke  of 
Vendfome,  he  was  introduced  into  the  family  of  the 
Jate  duke  of  Orleans,  and  prefered  to  be  tutor  to 
the  prefent ; by  adminiftering  to  the  pleafures  of 
his  pupil  he  gained  his  confidence ; a fmall  fhare 
of  wit,  a ftrongtum  for  debauchery,  great  flexibi- 
lity, and,  above  all,  a tafte  like  his  mailer’s  for  An- 
gularity, raifed  his  immenfe  fortune  ; yet  he  Hill 
remained  rather  the  companion  of  the  regent’s  ex- 
ceffes  than  the  partner  of  his  counfels.  A court 
thoughtlefs,  diffipaied,  and  unprincipled,  only  ri- 
diculed that  promotion  they  ought  to  have  re- 
garded with  indignation ; and  death  foon  after  in- 
terrupted the  licentious  career  of  the  cardinal, 
who  expired  as  he  had  lived,  with  a thorough  con- 
tempt of  all  religious  ceremonies. 


The  king  had  now  attained  that  age 
which  was  fixed  for  his  majority ; the 


A.  D.  I723. 


regency  of  courfe  expired ; and  the  duke  of  Or- 


leans affirmed  the  title  of  miniftcr.  But  his  own 


life  alfo  drew  near  its  end;  his  conftitution  was 
fhaken  by  excefs,  and  his  intemperate  paffions  al- 
lowed him  not  to  follow  that  regimen  his  phyficians 

preferibed : 
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prcfcribed : he  hirafelf  had  been  ftrongly  addi&ed 
to  chemiftry ; and  his  attachment  to  that  fcience 
had  awakened  the  jealoufy  of  the  people.  At  the 
clofe  of  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  when 
the  fudden  deaths  of  the  royal  family  opened  to 
him  a profpedt  of  fucceeding  to  the  throne,  pub- 
lic rumour  had  accufed  him  of  haftening  their 
deaths  by  his  deadly  arts.  But  his  fubfequent 
condudt  effaced  the  injurious  fufpicion ; with 
paternal  care  he  watched  over  the  tender  years  of 
Lewis ; nor  is  it  probable  that  the  man,  vvhofe 
ambition  had  fought  a crown  through  the  death 
of  fo  many,  fhould  have  hefitated  to  complete  his 
crimes  by  e.xtinguifliing  the  life  of  a feeble  infant. 
A.  D,  1723.  On  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
’7ZS*  leans,  the  reins  of  government  were 
committed  to  the  hands  of  the  duke  of  Bourbon- 
Conde.  A king  young,  indolent,  and  uninflrudted  j 
a minifter  without  talents  or  ambition,  and  a king- 
dom at  peace,  furnilh  but  /lender  materials  for  the 
pen  of  the  hiftorian.  In  Spain,  Philip  the  Fifth* 
who  in  purfuit  of  that  throne  had  deluged  Eu- 
rope with  blood,  gave  way  to  a fettled  melan- 
choly. Devotion  ferved  only  to  inflame  him  with 
the  love  of  retirement,  and  he  rdigned  Iris  crown 
to  his  eldeft  fon  Don  Lewis.  On  the  death  of 
that  prince,  which  happened  foon  after,  he  was 
prevailed  on  to  refumc  it : but  indifferent  to  the 
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cares  of  government,  he  abandoned  himfelf  to  the 
afcendancy  of  his  confort,  the  daughter  of  Victor 
Amadeus,  duke  of  Savoy;  but  who,  with  the  if* 
land,  had  acquired  the  title  of  king  of  Sardinia. 
The  late  duke  of  Orleans  had  engaged  the  hand 
of  the  king  of  Fiance  to  the  Infanta  of  Spain; 
but  though  that  princefs  had  been  received  at  Pa* 
ris  with  the  honours  of  a queen,  the  tender  years 
of  Lewis  allowed  him  not  to  confummate  his 
marriage.  As  he  advanced  to  maturity,  the  cour- 
tiers difeovered  through  his  natural  indolence,  and 
that  politenefs  which  he  ever  cultivated,  a pointed 
averlion  to  the  intended  partner  of  his  bed.  The 
people,  impatient  of  an  union  which  might  extin- 
guilh their  hopes  of  maleifTue,  andexpofethe  king- 
dom, by  a difputed  fucceffion,  to  the  calamities  of 
civil  war,  loudly  murmured  againft  the  duke  of 
Bourbon ; the  minifter,  though  reluctantly,  yielded 
■to  the  general  voice  ; he  fent  back  the  infanta  ; 
and  the  queen  of  Spain,  daring,  violent,  and  im- 
placable, would  probably  have  refented  the  infult 
by  open  hoftilities,  had  not  her  turbulent  difpofi- 
tion  already  engaged  her  in  a difpute  with  the 
empire. 

This  was  the  only  political  event  that 

■'  r A.  D.  1-26. 

characterized  the  fliort  and  languid  ad-  * ' 

miniftration  of  the  duke  of  Bourbon-CondC.  The 

reins  of  government  foon  after  dropped  from  his 

hands 
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hands  into  thole  of  cardinal  Fleury  : At  the  dgC 
of  feventy-three,  that  prelate  devoted  the  remains 
of  a life  which  hitherto  had  challenged  the  public 
efteem,  to  the  ungrateful  toils  that  attend  min  if* 
terial  power  ; and  at  a period  when  the  mod  am- 
bitious feek  repofe,  entered  the  lifts  of  fame.  Yet 
he  himfelf  was  diftinguilhed  for  his  fimplicity  and 
modefty,  and  with  reludtancc  had  expofed  his  vir- 
tuous manners  to  the  contagion  of  a court.  He 
had  been  appointed  in  the  former  reign  to  the 
bilhopric  of  Frejus,  a fee  in  a diftant  and  difa- 
grceable  country;  and  he  was  fo  difgufted  with 
the  fituarion  that  he  foon  after  fubfcribed  a fami- 
liar letter,  “ Fleury,  by  the  divine  indignation, 
“ bilhop  of  Frejus.”  But  in  that  ftation  he 
pvadtifecl  tire  fame  oeconomy  that  he  afterwards 
difplayed  in  a more  eminent  condition ; and 
though  the  fee  of  Frejus,  when  he  was  nomi- 
nated to  it,  was  heavily  burthened  with  debts, 
yet  he  refigned  it  clear  and  unincumbered.  The 
ftate  of  his  health  was  the  pretence  for  his  re- 
fignation ; and  candour  will  excufe  the  inoffenlive 
deceit  that  enabled  him  to  relinquilh  a dignity 
fo  many  anxioufly  fought  after.  The  folicitations 
of  marefchal  Villeroy  prevailed  on  the  late  king 
to  appoint  Fleury,  by  a codicil  in  his  will,  pre- 
ceptor to  his  infant  grandfon  ; and  if  we  may  be- 
lieve the  confidential  letter  of  that  prelate  to  car- 
. dinal 
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dinal  Quirini,  he  undertook  the  important  truft 
■with  regret. 

Bur  though  he  unwillingly  accepted  the  envied 
appointment,  yet  he  difeharged  it  with  unim- 
peached fidelity  and  diligence.  Above  the  in- 
trigues of  a court,  he  difdained  the  cabals  which 
a minority  fofter,  and  endeavoured  to  form  the 
mind  of  his  royal  pupil  to  bufinefs,  to  fecrefy, 
and  to  probity.  The  foil  indeed  but  ill  repaid  his 
culture ; yet  the  regent,  licentious  as  he  was,  faw 
and  approved  the  virtues  which  he  noglcdted  to 
imitate  : The  efteem  of  the  public  was  mingled 
with  the  regard  of  the  prince ; and  his  amiable 
and  prudent  difpofition  excited  the  univerfal  wilh 
of  France  to  fee  him  at  the  head  of  affairs. 

The  gratitude  of  his  pupil  at  length  4.  d.  1726, 
concurred  with  the  voice  of  the  people,  '7*9’ 
and  cardinal  Fleury,  while  he  rejected  the  invidi- 
ous title  of  prime  miniller,  ruled  the  kingdom 
with  abfolute  authority.  The  adminiftration  of 
the  duke  of  Bourbon-Condc  had  expired  after 
xeftoring  the  Infanta  to  Spain,  with  providing 
a new  alliance  for  his  fovereign,  more  congenial 
to  his  inclinations. 

Staniflaus  Lefczinfki  had  been  raifed  to  the 
throne  of  Poland  by  the  victorious  arms  of  Charles 
•the  Twelfth  of  Sweden,  and  experienced,  after  tire 
defeat  of  Pultowa,  the  viciffitudes  which  mark  the 
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lingular  life  of  that  royal  adventurer.  The  rift* 
bility  of  Poland  had  recognized  their  former  fo= 
Vereign,  Augtiftus,  elector  of  Saxony,  whom  the 
Swedifh  king  had  compelled  to  relinquilh  the 
crown,  and  to  retire  within  his  electoral  domi- 
nions. Staniflaus  defeended  from  the  throne 
with  a mind  fuperior  to  fortune,  and  cultivated 
in  private  life  the  virtues  which  had  diftinguilhed 
him  in  public.  His  daughter  Mary  ftill  retained 
the  title  of  princcfs,  and  that  lady  was  chofen  by 
the  prince  to  Ihare  the  bed  of  Lewis  ; their  nup- 
tials were  celebrated  , with  royal  magnificence : 
The  new  queen,  defiitute  of  pcrfonal  charms,  ne- 
ver perhaps  infpired  with  love  the  bofom  of  her 
confort,  who  foon  began  to  indulge  his  tafte  for 
variety  ; but  her  meeknefs,  piety,  and  ready  ac- 
quiefcence  to  his  will,  extorted  his  efteem  ; and 
the  birth  of  a dauphin,  the  fruits  of  their  union, 
eftablifhed  the  peaceable  fucceffion  of  the  crown, 
and  banifhed  the  fears  of  the  people. 

A.D.  17Z9,  Thepacificdifpofitionof  Fleurycor- 
l73 *•  refponded  with  the  immediate  welfare 
of  France  ; he  quietly  left  the  kingdom  to  repair 
its  lodes,  and  to  enrich  itfelf  by  an  advantageous 
and  extenfive  commerce,  without  making  any  in- 
novations ; and  treated  the  ftate  in  his  political 
fyftem  like  a ftrong  and  robuft  body,  which  re- 
covers by  the  vigour  of  its  own  conftitution. 

At 
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At  length  the  death  of  Auguftus, 
king  of  Poland  and  ele&or  of  Saxony,  ’ ’ *733* 
rekindled  throughout  Europe  the  flames  of  war. 

* The  free  fuffrages  of  the  Poles  called  Staniflaus, 
the  father-in-law  of  Lewis,  to  that  throne  from 
which  he  once  already  had  defcended  with  a mag- 
nanimity fcarce  to  be  equalled  : but  his  ele&ion 
was  oppofed  by  the  empire  and  the  Ruffians,  who 
under  the  invigorating  genius  of  Peter  the  Great, 
had  lately  emerged  from  obfcurity.  That  monarch 
had  given  laws,  difcipline  and  knowledge,  to  the 
immenfe  deferts  of  Mufcovy ; had  broken  the 
power  of  the  Swedes,  which  fo  long  had  overawed 
the  North ; and  affirmed  in  the  balance  of  Europe 
that  place  which  they  had  formerly  occupied. 
His  fucceffor  now  entered  into  a confederacy  with 
the  emperor  to  fupport  the  nomination  of  the  fon 
of  the  late  king  to  the  crown  of  Poland ; their 
numerous  forces  deluged  that  unhappy  country ; 
and  Staniflaus  befieged  in  Dantzic,  efcaped  from 
the  tottering  walls  of  that  city  in  difguife,  eluded 
the  vigilance  of  his  enemies,  and,  after  a variety 
of  dangers  and  adventures,  reached  the  dominions 
of  his  fon-in-law  in  fafety. 

A feeble  attempt  had  been  made  by  a.  D.  1734. 
Fleury  to  fuccour  Dantzic ; and  fifteen  1 736- 
hundred  French,  detached  for  that  purpofe,  were 
overwhelmed  by  an  hoft  of  Ruffians,  Auguftus 
voi.  111.  C the 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


18 

the  Third  was  eftabliflied  on  the  throne  ofPoldnd 
by  the  united  arms  of  Anne  of  Ruflia  and  the  em- 
peror Charles  the  Sixth  ; the  dillance  of  the  for- 
mer was  alone  fulficient  to  fecure  her  from  the 
refentment  of  the  French  ; but  the  dominions  of 
the  emperor  were  both  acceftiblc  and  vulnerable; 
and  France  prepared  to  avenge  by  arms  the  out- 
rage that  had  difpofl'efl'ed  Staniilaus  of  Poland. 
Charles  Emanuel,  king  of  Sardinia,  (for  Victor 
Amadeus  hadrefigned  his  throne) concurred  in  the 
views  of  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Verfailles; 
the  confederates  poured  their  troops  into  Italy, 
and  fwept  all  refinance  before  them;  while  France 
aflferted  her  fuperiority  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine, 
and  reduced  Khiel,  Trierbach,  and  Philipfburgh. 

The  emperor  bent  before  the  ftorm,  and  re- 
ceived the  conditions  of  peace,  which  the  victo- 
rious arms  of  France  impofed.  Don  Carlos,  fe- 
cond  fon  to  the  king  of  Spain,  was  acknowledged 
as  king  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  both  of  which  were 
difmembered  from  the  houfe  of  Auftria ; the 
king  of  Sardinia  obtained,  in  the  duchy  of  Milan, 
the  Novarefe,  the  Tortonele,  and  the  fiefs  of 
Langes ; to  Francis,  duke  of  Lorrain,  was  af- 
figned  the  inheritance  of  the  houfe  of  Medicis ; 
and  the  duchies  of  Lorrain  and  Bar  were  ceded 
by  the  duke  to  the  crown  of  France. 

Stanillaus,  on  whofe  account  this  war  had  been 

com- 


Digitized 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


*9 


bommenced,  religned  in  the  treaty  his  pretenfions 
to  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  but  was  permitted  to 
retain  the  title  of  king.  The  liberality  of  Lewis 
rendered  that  dignity  more  refpedtable  by  bellow- 
ing on  his  father-in-law,  during  his  life,  the 
duchies  of  Bar  and  Lorrain,  which  he  had  juft 
acquired ; after  the  death  of  Staniflaus  thefe  ter- 
ritories reverted  to  the  crown,  and  were  indift'olu- 
bly  united  to  the  dominions  of  France. 

The  difptites  of  Spain  and  England,  a.  D.  1737, 
refpecling  the  trade  of  America,  only  ‘739* 

feebly  interrupted  the  tranquillity  of  Europe;  and 
cardinal  Fleury  ftill  purfued  in  France  that  pacific 
fyftem  to  which  he  was  fo  ltrongly  attached. 
Jnftead  of  arming  the  neighbouring  potentates; 
againft  each  other,  he  inceflantly  laboured  to  ex- 
unguilh  their  jealoufies,  and  reconcile  their  hoftile 
difpofitions.  He  conciliated  for  a moment  the 
Genoefe  and  Corficans,  who  had  already  plunged 
themfelves  into  the  calamities  of  civil  war ; and 
his  mediation  was  even  accepted  by  the  Otto- 
man Porte ; which  defifted  from  improving  its 
advantages  in  Hungary,  and  at  his  powerful  in- 
terceflion  granted  peace  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  em- 


peror. 

But  this  happinefs  was  not  of  long 
duration;  the  emperor  Charles  the 


A.  D.  1740. 


Sixth,  the  laft  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  ex- 
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pired  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  his  death 
awakened  the  pretenfions  of  the  different  princes 
of  Europe.  Maria  Therefa,  the  emperor’s  eldeft 
daughter,  married  to  Francis  of  Lorrain,  grand 
duke  of  Tufcany,  claimed  by  right  of  blood,  and 
by  the  guarantee  of  the  different  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, the  whole  of  the  Auftrian  fucceflion.  This 
comprifed  the  kingdoms  of  Hungaria  and  Bo- 
hemia, the  province  of  Silefia,  Auftria  Swabia, 
Upper  and  Lower  Auftria,  Stiria,  Carinthia, 
Carniola,  the  four  foreft  towns,  Burgaw,  Brif- 
gaw,  the  Low  Countries,  Friuli,  Tirol,  the  duchy 
of  Milan,  and  the  duchies  of  Parma  and  Pla- 
centia. 

That  princefs,  though  fhe  was  permitted  peace- 
ably to  take  poffeflion  of  this  vaft  inheritance, 
was  not  without  competitors.  Charles  Albert, 
cleftor  of  Bavaria,  from  the  will  of  Ferdinand  the 
Firft,  brother  to  the  emperor  Charles  the  Fifth, 
afferted  his  right  to  Bohemia  ; the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia refumed  his  claim  on  Milan  ; the  kings  of 
Spain  and  Poland  urged  their  pretenfions  to  the 
whole  fucceflion  ; nor  was  Lewis  the  Fifteenth 
deftitute  of  a fimilar  claim  ; he  was  defcended  in  a 
diredl  line  from  the  eldeft  male  branch  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  by  two  princeffes  married  to  his 
anceftors,  Lewis  the  Thirteenth  and  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth  ; but  he  wifhed  not  to  awaken  thejea- 
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loufy  Of  Europe,  and  entertained  hopes  of  ag- 
grandizing himfelf,  and  of  difmembering  the 
Auftrian  dominions,  by  fuppoiting  the  preten- 
fions  of  another. 

Yet  Maria  Therefa  rather  confided  ^ ^ 
in,  than  was  alarmed  at,  the  number  of  ' ,/4U 
the  claimants;  Ihe  had  ingratiated  herfelf  with 
the  Hungarians,  by  voluntarily  taking  the  an- 
cient oath  of  their  fovereigns,  by  which  their  fub- 
jedts  are  allowed,  if  their  privileges  are  invaded, 
to  defend  themfelves,  without  being  treated  as 
rebels ; and  was  engaged  in  traverfing,  in  favour 
of  her  confort,  the  defigns  of  France,  that  endea- 
voured to  fix  the  imperial  crown  on  the  head  of 
the  eledtor  of  Bavaria,  when  Ihe  was  furprifed  by 
the  invafion  of  a new  and  unexpe&ed  pretender. 
The  king  of  Pruflia,  Frederick  the  Third,  laid 
claim  to  four  duchies  in  Silefia ; he  fuddenly  en- 
tered that  country,  defeated  the  Auftrians  near 
Molwitz,  and  occupied  the  whole  of  ihe  duchy. 

The  vi&ory  of  Molwitz  wras  the  fignal  for  war ; 
cardinal  Fleury,  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age, 
was  indeed  but  little  inclined  to  relinquish  the 
pacific  fyftem  that  he  adored  ; but  he  was  over- 
whelmed by  the  impetuous  eloquence  and  enter-* 
prifing  fpirit  of  the  brothers,  the  marefchal  and 
chevalier  de  Belleifle.  Thefe  reprefented  to  Lewis 
that  the  period  was  now  arrived  of  finally  break- 
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ing  the  power  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  exalt- 
ing  that  of  Bourbon  on  its  ruins ; and  that  fo  fa- 
vourable an  opportunity  never  again  would  offer 
of  raifing  the  eledtor  of  Bavaria  to  the  imperial 
throne.  The  afl'ent  of  a monarch,  whofe  vanity 
was  great,  and  difeernment  little,  was  eafily  ob- 
tained to  this  fplendid  projedt;  and  cardinal  Fleu- 
ry  tottering  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  yet  Bill 
enamoured  of  power,  confentcd  to  l'andtion  with 
his  name  an  enterprife  he  had  never  approved, 
and  to  prefide  over  a people  whofe  councils  he 
was  not  permitted  to  diredt. 

The  count  of  Bellciflc  negociated  a treaty  with 
the  king  of  Prufiia,  by  which  the  eledtor  of  Ba- 
varia, with  the  imperial  crown,  was  to  pofiefs  Bo- 
hemia, Upper  Auftria,  and  the  Tyrolefe;  the  king 
of  Poland  was  to  be  gratified  with  Moravia  and 
the  Upper  Silelia ; and  Frederic  was  to  retain 
1-xnver  Silefia,  wirh  the  town  of  Neifs,  and  the 
county  of  Glatz.  To  enforce  thefe  conditions, 
the  French  troops  were  immediately  put  in  mo- 
tion. Lewis  appointed  the  eledtor  of  Bavaria, 
whom  he  meant  to  place  in  the  firft  rank  among 
Chriftian  princes,  his  lieutenant-general,  with  the 
marefchals  Bclleille  and  Broglio  to  adt  under 
him. 

A.  D.  1741.  The  fuccefs  of  the  French  was  rapid, 
*74**  fplendid,  and  tranfient ; the  king  ot 
England  was  reduced  to  conclude  a neutrality  as 
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elector  of  Hanover  for  his  German  dominions  ; 
the  confederates  furprifed  Paflau,  pofleffed  them- 
felves  of  Lintz,  and  menaced  Vienna.  Maria 
Therefa  retired  from  her  capital  to  Prefburgh  in 
Hungary ; and  that  generous  people  vowed  to 
conquer  or  die  in  the  fervice  of  their  fovereign. 
New  and  formidable  armies  were  in  an  inflant 
fupplied  by  their  cnthufiaftic  loyalty  ; the  French 
declined  the  dangerous  neighbourhood  of  Vi- 
enna, directed  their  march  into  Bohemia,  and 
in  conjunction  with  the  Saxons  reduced  the  city 
of  Prague  : from  that  important  acquifition  the 
eleCtor  of  Bavaria  purfued  his  route  to  Frank- 
fort ; and  was  there  cleCtcd  emperor,  under  the 
title  of  Charles  the  Seventh,  and  inverted  with  the 
enfigns  of  imperial  authority. 

But  from  the  moment  that  he  attained  this  en- 
vied dignity,  the  hours  of  that  prince  were  inva- 
riably devoted  to  calamity  : jealoufies  already  pre- 
vailed among  the  confederates ; the  French  army 
was  in  its  progrefs  continually  diminifhed  by  fick- 
nefs  or  defertion ; George  the  Second,  diftin- 
guilhing  between  his  capacity  of  king  of  Great- 
Britain  and  eleCtor  of  Hanover,  refolved  as  the 
former  to  fupport  the  queen  of  Hungary  ; and 
the  very  day  that  Charles  was  proclaimed  em- 
peror at  Frankfort,  he  received  intelligence  that 
Jwintz  had  been  recovered  by  the  Aurtrian  general 
C 4 Kheven- 
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Khevenhuller,  though  defended  by  ten  thoufand 
veteran  troops  of  France. 

Even  this  difafter  was  foon  forgotten  in  an  event 
more  important  and  more  fatal.  The  king  of 
Pruftia  had  penetrated  into  Moldavia,  but  was 
compelled  to  retire  before  prince  Charles  of  Lor- 
rain ; reinforced  by  the  prince  of  Anhalt  Def- 
fau,  he  fuddenly  turned  on  his  purfuers.  At 
Czallaw  he  engaged  and  defeated  the  Auftrians ; < 

but  with  his  ufual  fagacity,  he  feized  the  moment 
of  vidtory  to  conclude  an  advantageous  peace 
at  Breflaw,  which  left  him  in  pofleflion  of  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Silefia,  with  the  county  of 
Glatz.  At  the  fame  time  a treaty  was  figned 
between  the  queen  of  Hungary  and  Auguftus  the 
Third,  king  of  Poland,  which  transferred  to  the 
latter  a confiderable  extent  of  country  in  the 
kingdom  of  Bohemia.  / 

The  French  received  with  aftonilhment  and  dif- 
may  the  intelligence  of  the  treaty  of  Breflaw.  De- 
ferred by  their  two  moll  powerful  allies,  and  pref- 
fed  by  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  Auftrians,  they 
retreated  precipitately  under  the  walls  of  Prague. 

A fecond  army,  under  marefchal  Maillebois,  was 
detached  to  their  aflitlance ; but  prince  Charles 
had  already  occupied  the  paflesof  the  intervening 
mountains:  Maillebois  was  obliged  to  retreat;  and 
the  French  in  Prague  were  only  faved  from  the 
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difgrace  of  furrendering  by  the  ft.il  1"  and  courage 
of  marefchal  Belleifle ; who  eluded  the  vigilance 
of  the  Auftrians,  and  though  inceflantly  purfued 
by  a fuperior  enemy,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  fuc* 
cefsfully  condu&ed  his  army  through  a hoftile 
country  above  ninety  miles  to  the  friendly  walls 
of  Egra. 

Italy  prefented  to  the  contending  powers,  a 
campaign  equally  vigorous  and  diffufive  with  that 
of  Germany.  Philip  the  Fifth,  who  had  already 
eftablilhed  one  fon  on  the  throne  of  the  two  Sici- 
lies, was  defirous  of  placing  a crown  on  the  head 
of  Philip  his  fon,  by  a fccond  marriage  with  Eli* 
zabeth  Farnefe,  daughter  to  the  duke  of  Parma. 
Parma,  Placentia,  and  the  Milanefe  were  the  ter- 
ritories he  afpired  to.  The  king  of  Sardinia^ 
alarmed  at  the  progrefs  of  the  Houle  of  Bourbon, 
had  lately  renounced  his  alliance  with  the  courts 
of  Verfailles  and  Madrid,  and  entered  into  engage- 
ments with  the  queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  king 
pf England;  but  the  king  of  the  two  Sicilies, 
while  he  profefled  himfclf  neuter,  fecretly  pre- 
pared to  fupport  the  ambitious  defigns  of  his  fa- 
mily. From  this  intention  he  was  diverted  by 
the  unwelcome  appearance  of  an  Englifh  fqua- 
dron  in  the  Bay  of  Naples ; commodore  Martin, 
to  whom. was  intruded  the  proud  commiflion  of 
humbling  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  threatened 
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ro  bombard  Naples,  unlefs  he  received  a peremp- 
tory and  fatisfadtory  anfwer  in  the  fpace  of  an 
hour ; and  the  king,  to  avert  the  deftrudtion  of 
his  capital,  engaged  to  prelerve  a ftridt  neutrality 
during  the  courfe  of  the  war. 

The  hoftile  armies,  by  the  evacua- 
A.  D.  1 / 43-  tjon  Qf  pragUC}  were  transferred  from 
the  banks  of  the  Danube  to  thofe  of  the  Rhine ; 
and  Cardinal  Fleury,  opprefled  by  increafing  years 
and  the  drfappointments  of  his  country,  clofed 
a life,  that  would  have  been  terminated  with 
more  glory  before  the  commencement  of  war. 
'Fire  king  on  his  deceafe,  determined  to  be  his 
own  minifter  and  to  put  himfclf  at  the  head  of 
the  army.  The  king  of  England  had  already 
taken  the  field  with  forty  thoufand  Englilh,  Ha- 
noverians, and  Auftrians.  At  the  village  of  Det- 
tingen,  near  the  banks  of  the  Mayne,  he  was  at- 
tacked by  marefchal  Noailles.  Had  the  French 
patiently  occupied  the  neighbouring  heights,  the 
confederates  mud  have  l'urrcndcred  at  diferetion  j 
but  their  ardour  precipitated  them  on  the  allies, 
and  their  temerity  was  challifcd  by  a feverc  defeat. 
The  king  of  England,  inftcad  of  improving  his  ad- 
vantage, profecuted  his  march  to  Hanau ; and  the 
duke  ot  Noailles,  after  collecting  his  fcattered 
forces,  battened  to  join  marefchal  Coigny  in  Up- 
per Alface,  who  was  threatened  by  prince  Charles 
of  Lorrain. 
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In  Italy,  a bloody  but  indecifive  battle  was 
fought  at  Campo  Santo,  between  the  Spaniards, 
commanded  by  count  de  Gages,  and  the  Auflrians 
and  Piedmontefc,  under  count  T raun ; yet  though 
both  claimed  the  honour  of  the  field,  the  former 
thought  it  prudent  foon  after  to  repafs  the  Pareno, 
and  to  take  lhelter  in  the  ecclefiaftical  territories. 

To  diftradlthe  attention  of  the  En- 
glifh,  Lewis  the  Fifteenth  refolved  to  A' 
cfpoufe  the  fortunes  of  the  exiled  houfe  of  Stuart. 
Charles  Edward,  eldefl  fon  to  the  Chevalier  de  Sf. 
George,  the  grandfon  of  the  unfortunate  James 
the  Second,  had,  on  the  firfl  found  of  war,  been 
invited  into  France.  It  was  now  propofed  to  prove 
how  far  the  affedlions  of  England  flood  inclined  to 
him;  an  army  of  fifteen  thoufand  men  was  afiem- 
bled  in  Picardy,  under  count  Saxe ; a number  of 
tranfports  were  collected  at  Calais,  Dunkirk,  and 
Boulogne ; and  Charles,  to  whom  his  father  had 
delegated  his  pretenfions,  left  Rome,  and  arrived 
in  the  French  camp.  But  an  Englifh  fquadron, 
under  Sir  John  Norris,  rode  triumphant  in  the 
channel;  and  though  the  combined  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain  maintained  foon  after,  in  the 
Mediterranean,  a doubtful  conflict  with  that  of 
England,  yet  Lewis  ventured  not  to  encounter 
that  people  in  their  own  feas;  and  the  young 
pretender  was  obliged  to  wait  a more  favourable 
opportunity. 

Lewis 
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Lewis  himfelf  invaded  Flanders ; and  fecondcd 
by  the  duke  of  Noailles,  and  count  Saxe,  natural 
fon  to  Auguftus  the  Second,  king  of  Poland,  and 
who  by  his  military  exploits  revived  the  fame  of 
Conde  and  Turenne,  fucceffively  reduced  Menin, 
Ypres  and  Fumes.  From  this  feene  of  conqueft 
he  was  foon  recalled  to  the  defence  of  his  own  do- 
minions; prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  had  palled  the 
'Rhine  at  the  head  of  fixty  thoufand  Auftrians,  had 
taken  Weifenberg,  and  laid  all  Lower  Alface  un- 
der contribution.  To  repel  this  invafion,  marc- 
fchal  Noailles  was  detached  with  forty  thoufand 
choice  troops;  while  marefchal  Saxe  in  Flanders, 
by  his  mafterly  movements,  baffled  the  defigns  of 
the  allies,  though  far  fuperior  in  numbers. 

With  a confiderahle  reinforcement,  Lewis  pre- 
pared to  follow  the  fteps  of  Noailles;  but  at  Metz 
he  was  feized  with  a putrid  fever  that  threatened 
his  life,  and  retarded  the  operations  of  his  gene- 
rals. His  danger  diffufed  confternation  through- 
out the  kingdom ; and  the  uncommon  tranfports 
of  joy  with  which  his  recovery  was  attended, 
touched  the  heart  of  the  monarch  himfelf ; nor 
could  he  help  exclaiming,  “ What  a pleafure  is 
“ it  to  be  thus  beloved  ! What  have  I done  to 
“ deferve  it !” 

But  the  king  depended  not  alone  on  his  own 
arms  for  the  defence  of  Alface;  he  had  already  ne- 
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gociated  a new  alliance  with  the  king  of  Pruflia  ; 
and  Frederic,  fenfible  that  if  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary Ihould  again  acquire  the  afcendancy,  the 
treaty  of  Breflaw  would  prove  a feeble  barrier 
to  her  ambition,  once  more  penetrated  into  Bohe- 
mia, and  extended  his  ravages  as  far  as  Moldaxv. 
Prince  Charles  repaffed  the  Rhine,  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  this  formidable  enemy ; and  Frederic, 
in  his  turn,  was  obliged  to  evacuate  Bohemia  with 
precipitation,  and  retire  into  Silefia ; while  Lewis* 
availing  himfelf  of  the  retreat  of  the  Auftrians, 
inverted  and  reduced  Friburg. 

The  prince  of  Conti  entered  Italy,  and  having 
effected  a junction  with  Don  Philip,  whofe  ag- 
grandizement firft  plunged  Spain  into  the  tumult 
of  war,  attacked  the  ftrong  poll  of  Chateau 
Dauphin,  where  the  king  of  Sardinia  command- 
ed in  perfon.  It  was  carried  after  an  obftinate 
conflict,  and  the  confederates  immediately  laid 
fiege  to  Coni,  the  pofleffion  of  which  was  necef- 
fary  to  open  them  a pafi’age  into  the  Milanefe. 
But  though  they  obtained  a fecond  victory  over 
Charles  Emanuel,  difeafe  pervaded  the  camp ; 
they  were  compelled  to  retire  fiom  the  inaufpici- 
ous  walls,  evacuate  Piedmont,  repafs  the  Alps, 
and  fhelter  the  remnant  of  their  way-worn  fol- 
lowers in  Dauphine. 
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■ Amidft  the  various  viciflitudes  of 

'7+5'  war,  the  emperor  Charles  the  Seventh 
was  once  more  reftored  to  his  capital;  but  his 
fituation,  on  the  retreat  of  the  Prufiians,  grew 
more  precarious  every  hour.  His  frame  was  ex-* 
haufted  by  inceffant  anxiety,  and  death  delivered 
him  from  again  exhibiting  to  Europe  the  fpedla* 
cle  of  imperial  mifery.  His  fon  Maximilian  Jo- 
feph,  a youth  of  feventcen,  concluded,  through 
the  mediation  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  a 
treaty  with  the  queen  of  Hungary,  which  efta- 
blilhed  him  in  the  peaceable  pofleffion  of  the 
Electorate  of  Bavaria;  and  rejected  the  alliance  of 
France,  which  had  proved  fo  fatal  to  his  father. 

Lewis  in  vain  tempted  the  ambition  of  Au* 
guftus,  king  of  Poland,  with  the  imperial  crown ; 
that  monarch  rejedted  the  fplendid  allurement, 
and  maintained  his  engagements  with  the  queen 
of  Hungary  and  the  king  of  England ; and  the 
court  ofVerfailles  had  foon  after  the  mortifica- 
tion of  beholding  Francis  of  Lorrain,  the  confort 
of  the  former,  inverted  with  the  imperial  dignity 
at  Frankfort.  Yet  France  ftill  obftinately  pur- 
fued  the  war;  and  her  monarch,  accompanied  by 
the  dauphin,  in  Flanders  animated  his  forces  by 
his  prefence  : commanded  by  count  Saxe,  they 
laid  fiege  to  Tournay,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  towns 
in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  The  Englifh,  the 
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Dutch,  and  the  Auftrians,  under  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  fecond  fon  to  the  king  of  England, 
advanced  to  the  relief  of  that  place:  The  plains 
of  Fontenoy  were  rendered  memorable  by  the 
bloody  and  obftinate  conflict.  At  length  the  al- 
lies were  broken  by  the  numbers  of  their  enemies, 
and  the  fuperior  Ikili  of  count  Saxe ; they  re- 
treated with  conliderable  lots,  occupied  foon  after 
a ftrong  camp  between  Bruffels  and  Antwerp, 
and  remained  inactive  during  the  reft  of  the  cam- 
paign ; while  the  French  reduced  by  ftratagem  or 
force  Tournay,  Oudenarde,  Ath,  Dendermond, 
Ghent,  Oftend,  Nicuport,  and  the  principal  for- 
tified places  through  Auftrian  Flanders. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  in  Italy 
was  equally  rapid ; Don  Philip  and  marefchal 
Maillebois  preffed  with  their  fuperior  forces  the 
king  of  Sardinia  and  Schulenberg.  Charles  E- 
manuel  retired  behind  the  Po,  and  even  trembled 
for  the  fate  of  his  capital ; while  the  kindred  ar- 
mies of  France  and  Spain  deluged  all  Italy ; and 
Don  Carlos  clofed  the  campaign  with  a trium- 
phant entry  into  Milan.  ( 

Nor  were  the  operations  of  the  king  of  Pruflia 
lefs  brilliant  or  decifive.  In  Silefia  and  Bohemia 
he  fucceflively  defeated  prince  Charles  of  Lor- 
rain ; and  from  the  victories  of  Fridbourgh  and 
Slandentz,  poured  the  torrent  of  his  arms  into 

Saxony, 


\- 


Digitized  by  Google 


32  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

Saxony.  He  foon  made  himfeif  matter  of  Dres- 
den ; and  the  king  of  Poland,  anxious  for  the  ca- 
pital of  his  eledtoral  dominions,  purchafed  peace 
from  the  vidor  by  the  payment  of  a million  of 
German  crowns.  It  was  the  intention  of  Frede- 
rick to  proted,  but  ndt  to  aggrandize  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  ; he  had  no  longer  any  thing  to  dread 
from  the  Auftrian  power,  and  he  concluded  a fe- 
cond  treaty  with  the  queen  of  Hungary,  which 
confirmed  that  of  Breflaw,  and  guarantied  to  him 
the  poffcflion  of  Silefia,  on  acknowledging  the 
validity  of  the  emperor’s  election. 

France  was  aftoniflied  at  the  repeated  defertion 
of  fo  powerful  an  ally ; but  Lewis  was  encouraged 
to  pcrfevere  by  a new  enterprife,  which  at  firft 
promifed  the  moft  decifive  advantage.  Though 
the  fquadrons  of  France  could  not  hope  to  elude 
the  vigilance  of  the  naval  commanders  of  Great 
Britain,  yet  the  young  pretender  fuccefsfully  tra* 
verfing  the  feas  in  a (ingle  veffel,  landed  with  a 
few  adherents  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland.  The  in- 
habitants of  that  kingdom  had  ever  been  attach- 
ed to  the  family  of  Stuart ; and  no  fooner  was 
the  fiandard  of  Charles  eroded,  than  it  was  join- 
ed by  fome  thoufands  of  hardy  and  ferocious 
mountaineers.  He  occupied  Edinburgh,  was  fo- 
lemnly  proclaimed  there  with  all  the  forms  of  le1 
gal  authority,  and  foon  after  defeated  the  royal 
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forces  at  Prefton  Pans.  The  road  now  lay  open 
to  Londoh;  and  George,  though  infcnfiblc  of 
perfonal  fear,  trembled  for  his  capital.  But  the 
Pretender  was  intoxicated  with  fuccefs  ; he  re- 
turned to  Edinburgh,  to  enjoy  the  vain  parade  of 
royalty,  while  the  Britilh  troops  were  recalled 
from  Flanders,  and  a new  and  formidable  army 
was  formed  by  the  zeal  of  the  royalifls.  It  was 
entrufted  to  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  the  fecond 
fon  of  George,  and  who  had  commanded  in  the 
difalirous  field  of  Fontenoy.  The  Pretender,  who 
had  at  length  quitted  the  pleafures  of  Edinburgh 
and  penetrated  as  far  as  Derby,  within  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  of  London,  now  retired 
before  the  veteran  forces  of  the  duke.  An  inef- 
fectual viftory  which  he  afterwards  obtained  over 
a detachment  of  the  royalifls  at  Falkirk  near  Stir- 
ling, ferved  only  to  embitter  his  fubfequent  de- 
feat. On  Culloden  Moor,  at  the  head  of  his 
brave  but  diforderly  followers,  he  prefumed  to 
encounter  the  fuperior  forces  of  the  royalifts, 
whofe  valour  was  confirmed  by  difeipline,  and 
who  were  animated  by  the  gallantry  of  the  duke 
of  Cumberland.  The  decifion  of  the  day  was 
fuch  as  might  have  been  expected ; the  rebels 
were  repulfed,  and  purfued  with  cruel  flaughter; 
and  after  enduring  a feries  of  incredible  hardlhips 
for  five  months,  and  repeatedly  eluding  the  ac- 
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tive  refentment  of  his  enemies,  the  ‘Pretender 

himfelf  efcaped  in  a fmall  vcffel  to  Ffance  ; but 

the  fcaffold  was  Rained  with  the  blood  of  his 

principal  adherents,  and  his  party  in  this  fatal 

enterprife  was  for  ever  extinguifhed. 

To  balance  this  difappointrnent, 
A.  D.  1746.  t . , • • ni 

Lewis  opened  the  campaign  in  Mart* 

ders  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 

fand  men ; ihvellcd  and  reduced  Bruffds,  the 

* 

capital  of  Brabant  ; took  Mons  and  Charleroy  ; 
and  rendered  himfelf  mailer  of  Flanders,  Brabant, 
and  Liege.  He  foon  after  laid  fiege  to  Namur; 
and  that  city,  fituated  on  the  conflux  of  the  Sam- 
bre  and . the  Meufe;  and  defended  by  a garrifon 
of  nine  thoufand  men,  was  obliged  to  furrender. 
The  confederates,  though  commanded  by  prince 
Charles  of  Lorrain,  were  difconcerted  and  foon 
after  defeated  by  the  fuperior  addrefs  of  rnaref- 
chal  Saxe  ; and  this  victory,  which  the  advanced 
fcafon  of  the  year  prevented  the  marcfchal  from 
improving,  terminated  the  campaign  in  the  Low 
Countries. 

In  Italy  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  was  lefs  fuc- 
nefsful ; Afli,  though  garrifoned  by  five  thoufand 
French,  was  furprifed  by  the  king  of  Sardinia ; 
Don  Philip  and  Maillebois  were  repulfed  in  an 
obllinate  attack  on  the  Aultrian  camp  at  St  La- 
zaro ; and  this  difafler  was  fuccecded  by  the  in- 
telligence 
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telligence  that  Philip  the  Fifth  was  no  more. 
That  prince,  the  firft  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon 
who  fat  upon  the  Spanifh  throne,  was  governed 
by  two  women,  who  fucceflively  Ihared  his  bed, 
and  ruled  his  kingdom  with  abfolute  fway  : the 
latter  maintained  her  afcendancy  even  after  the 
death  of  her  confort ; and  under  the  reign  of* 
Ferdinand  the  Sixth,  ftill  continued  to  direct  the 
councils  of  Madrid. 

Don  Philip  and  Maillebois,  informed  of  the 
death  of  Philip  die  Fifth,  and  ftill  ignorant  of 
the  fentiments  of  his  fucceffor,  retired  before  the 
Auftrian  army,  and  took  flicker  under  the  can- 
non of  Genoa;  they  foon  after  abandoned  this 
fituation,.  and  Don  Philip  retreated  towards  Sa- 
voy, while  marefchal  Maillebois  repofed  his  ha- 
rafled  forces  in  Provence.  The  Auflrians  im- 
mediately occupied  Genoa ; and  that  proud  city 
was  fubje£ted  to_the  moft  humiliating  conditions. 
But  the  arrogance  and  rapacity  of  general  Botta 
at  length  excited  the  general  indignation  of  the 
inhabitants  ; they  role  in  arms  againft  their  con- 
querors ; defpair  animated  their  efforts ; and  the 
veterans  of  Germany  were  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
fury  of  a crowd  of  undifeiplined  citizens.  After 
an  inefTe&ual  flruggle  they  evacuated  the  city  ; 
and  the  Genocfe,  confcious  that  they  were  llill 
furrounded  by  their  op^reffors,  prepared  by  every 
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prudent  precaution  to  fortify  in  future  their  free- 
dom. 

In  the  Eaft  ladies  the  honour  of 
A.  D.  1747.  , - , , _ 

the  French  flag  was  aliened  by  La 

Bourdonnais,  who  difpoffefied  the  Englifhof  their 
fettlcment  of  Madrafs,  on  the  coaft  of  Coroman- 
del ; but  it  was  in  the  Netherlands  that  Lewis 
prepared  to  make  the  moft  vigorous  efforts.  An 
army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men  was 
aftembled  under  marifchal  Saxe ; and  that  cele- 
brated commander  detached  count  Lowendahl 
with  twenty-feven  thoufand  men  to  invade  Dutch 
Brabant.  The  French  minifter  at  the  fame  time 
prefented  a memorial  to  the  States,  declaring  that 
his  matter,  by  thus  entering  the  territories  of  the 
States,  meant  only  to  obviate  the  dangerous  ef- 
fects of  the  protedlion  that  they  afforded  to  the 
troops  of  the  queen  of  Hungary  and  the  king  of 
England.  In  the  mean  time  Lowendahl  made 
himfelf  matter  of  Sluys,  Sandberg,  and  Hulft ; 
and  haying  taken  poffeffion  of  Axtel  and  Ter- 
neufe,  was  meditating  a defeent  on  Zealand,  when 
a Britifh  fquadron  defeated  his  purpofe,  and  a 
revolution  in  the  government  of  Holland  made 
a retreat  ncceffary. 

Struck  with  confternarion  at  the  progrefs  of  the 
French  arms,  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  pro- 
vinces, believing  themfelvcs  betrayed,  tumultu- 
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oufly  rofe  againft  the  minifters  of  the  Republic, 
and  compelled  the  magiftrates  to  declare  the 
prince  of  Orange  Stadtholder  ; a dignity  which 
had  been  laid  afide  fince  the  death  of  William 
the  Third.  The  beneficial  effects  of  this  revolu- 
tion to  the  confederates,  foon  appeared  in  feveral 
vigorous  meafures ; and  inftant  orders  were  given 
by  the  States  for  commencing  hoftilities  againft 
France  both  by  fea  and  land,  though  without  any 
formal  declaration  of  war. 

Lewis  himfelf  foon  after  joined  his  army  in 
Flanders,  and  the  fiege  of  Maeftricht  was  refolv- 
ed  on.  The  confederates,  to  preferve  that  city, 
determined  to  hazard  a general  engagement ; the 
village  of  Val  or  Laffeldt  was  the  object  of  their 
mutual  efforts : But  though  the  Englilh  were 
compelled  to  abandon  the  field  with  lofs,  yet  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  in  his  retreat  reinforced  the 
garrifon  of  Maeftricht ; and  marefchal  Saxe,  after 
amufing  the  allies  with  a variety  of  complicated 
movements,  detached  count  Lowendahl  with 
thirty  thoufand  men  to  inveft  Bergen-op-Zoom, 
the  ltrongeft  fortification  in  Dutch  Brabant. 

This  experienced  general  and  great  matter  in  the 
art  of  reducing  fortified  places,  now  encountered  in 
the  favourite  work  of  Vauban,  an  objedt  worthy  his 
lkill.  The  town  was  garrifoned  with  three  thou- 
fand men,  and  could  be  reinforced  on  the  Ihorteft 
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notice  by  a conliderable  army  of  the  allies,  which 
took  poffefiion  of  the  lines  belonging  to  the 
fortification.  The  eyes  of  Europe  were  fixed  on 
the  fate  of  Bergen -op-Zoom;  each  inftrument 
of  deftruction  was  incefiantly  employed  on  both 
fides;  the  town  was  reduced  to  allies;  the  trenches 
w£re  filled  with  carnage ; yet  the  out-  works  were 
in  a great  meafure  entire,  and  the  event  of  the  en- 
terprife  feemed  ftiil  doubtful ; when  count  Low- 
endhal  demon ftrated  that  there  are  occafions  when 
it  is  necefiary  to  go  beyond  the  eftabliihed  rules 
of  art. 

That  general  refolved  to  attempt  by  a coup- 
de-main  thofe  works  which  ftiil  refilled  his  regu- 
lar approaches.  The  attack  was  made  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  and  at  three  places  at  once. 
The  befieged,  aroufed  from  their  fecurity,  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  repel  the  aflailants ; the  French 
grenadiers  were  already  in  the  town ; two  regi- 
ments of  Swifs  and  Scotch,  who  had  aflcmbled 
in  the  market-place,  Hill  difputed  the  day,  and 
were  cut  to  pieces ; the  reft,  with  the  governor, 
retired  to  the  lines  : the  army  that  had  occupied 
thofe,  immediately  retreated ; and  the  French 
became  mailers  of  the  whole  navigation  of  the 
Scheld. 

Lewis,  on  the  intelligence  of  this  event,  raifed 
Lowendahl  to  the  dignity  of  marefchal,  and  re- 
turned 
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turned  in  triumph  to  Verfaillcs.  But  the  fatis- 
faftion  which  attended  his  acquififions  in  Flanders 
was  alloyed  by  a feries  of  unfortunate  events. 
Marefchal  Belleifle  had  affirmed  the  command  in 
Italy,  and  had  detached  his  brother  the  chevalier 
with  thirty  thoufand  men,  to  penetrate  into  Pied- 
mont. On  the  road  to  Exilles  twenty-one  bat- 
talions of  Piedmoncefe,  fecured  by  ramparts  of 
ftone  and  wood,  and  defended  by  a formidable 
artillery,  oppofed  his  progrcfs.  Belleifle,  daring 
and  emulous  of  fame,  attacked  the  entrenchments 
with  the  greateft  intrepidity  : in  three  fuccefiive 
affaults  he  was  repulfed,  yet  he  ftill  returned  to 
the  charge ; and  the  moment  that  be  had  planted 
with  his  own  hand  the  colours  of  his  king  on  the 
hoftile  battlements,  he  fell  dead,  having  received 
the  thruft  of  a bayonet,  and  two  mufquet  balls  in 
his  body.  The  furvivors,  difcouraged  by  his 
death,  immediately  retreated  ; and  fo  certain  was 
the  deftrudtive  aim  of  the  Piedmontefe,  and  the 
obftinacy  of  the  affailants,  that  the  number  of  the 
flain  more  than  doubled  that  of  the  wounded. 

Marefchal  Belleifle  was  no  fooner  informed  of 
the  fate  of  his  brother  than  he  retreated  towar  ds 
the  Var,  to  join  the  unfortunate  army  from  Exil* 
les ; and  the  king  of  Sardinia  was  only  prevented 
by  the  unfavourable  feafon  and  heavy  rains,  from 
carrying  his  vi&orious  arms  into  Dauphine,  But 
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the  mo  ft  fatnl  blow  to  France,  was  the  total  de- 
ftrudion  of  her  marine ; the  Englifh  began  at 
length  to  exert  themfelves  on  that  element,  on 
which  they  have  fo  repeatedly  triumphed.  The 
marquis  de  le  Jonquiere  with  fix  fhips  of  the  line 
and  as  many  frigates,  was  intercepted  by  the  ad- 
mirals Anfon  and  Warren  with  fourteen  fail  of  the 
line  : the  French  defended  themfelves  with  con- 
dud;  and  courage  ; but  they  were  opprofied  by 
' numbers,  and  ten  fhips  of  war  were  taken.  On 
the  coaft  of  Brittany  Monfieur  l’Eftendeure  dis- 
played fimilar  gallantry  with  the  fame  ill  fortune; 
with  feven  fhips  of  the  line  he  was  attacked  by 
admiral  Hawke,  who  commanded  fourteen  ; and 
after  an  obftinate  refiftance,  fix  of  thofe  fhips  be- 
came the  prey  of  the  Englifh  vidors. 

In  America  the  Englilh  had  conquered  Cape 
Breton  and  reduced  Louifburgh  3 and  the  king  of 
France,  while  he  beheld  his  marine  annihilated 
and  his  commerce  extinguilhed,  was  alarmed  by 
the  menacing  countenance  of  a new  and  formida- 
ble enemy.  The  gold  of  England  had  influenced 
the  councils  of  Peterfburgh,  and  fifty  thoufand 
Ruffians  prepared  to  add  new  horror  to  the  rage 
of  war.  In  the  midft  of  his  victories  the  king  of 
France  had  invariably  expreffed  his  wifhes  for 
peace ; and  the  ftorm  that  threatened  from  the 
north  rendered  him  fliil  more  impatient  to  deliver 
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his  fubjeCts  from  the  calamities  of  war  : an  inef- 
fectual congrefs  had  been  held  at  Breda,  and  ne- 
gociations  were  this  year  refumed  at  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle  with  better  fuccefs. 

To  enforce  his  propofai,  Lewis  ^ ^ 
commanded  marefchal  Saxe,  with  a A'  ' 
numerous  army,  to  inveft  Maeftrichr,  The  dan- 
ger of  that  city  quickened  the  deliberations  of 
the  allies  : the  French  had  already  effected  a 
lodgment  in  the  covered  way  with  confiderable 
lofs ; but  they  were  expelled  by  the  gallantry  of 
the  befieged,  and  marefchal  Saxe  had  reafon  to 
tremble  for  his  reputation;  when  intelligence  ar- 
rived that  the  preliminaries  of  peace  were  ligned  ; 
and  the  French  were  permitted  to  take  pollcflion 
of  Macftricht,  on  condition  that  they  reftored  it, 
with  all  its  magazines  and  artillery,  on  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  treaty. 

By  the  peace  of  Aix*la-Chapelle,  a mutual  ref- 
titution  was  ftipulated  of  all  conquefts  made  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  war,  with  a releafe  of  pti- 
foners  without  ranfom.  Parma,'  Placentia,  and 
Guaftalla  were  ceded  as  a fovereignty  to  Don 
Philip  ; but  it  was  provided,  in  cafe  he  or  his  de- 
feendants  fhould  fucceed  to  fhe  crown  of  Spain, 
or  that  of  the  two  Sicilies,  that  thofe  territories 
fhould  return  to  the  prefent  poffcffors,  the  em- 
prefs  queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  king  of  Sardi- 
nia. 
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nia.  The  Englilh  acqoired  the  privilege  of  fend-* 
ing  an  annual  Ihip  to  the  Spanifh  fettlcments  in 
America ; and  the  contracting  powers  guaran- 
tied to  his  Pruflian  majefty  th.e  duchy  of  Silefia 
and  the  county  of  Glatz,  as  he  then  pofl'cffed 
them. 


Chapter 
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Chapter  the  Thirty -Eighth. 


DIFFERENCES  BETWEEN  THE  CLERGY  AND  THE 
PARLIAMENT — BULL  l/NJGENITUS — THE  PAR- 
LIAMENT BANISHED RECALLED,  AND  RE- 

CEIVED WITH  THE  ACCLAMATIONS  OF  THE 

PARISIANS WAR  IN  THE  EAST  INDIES IK 

AMERICA— I-WAR  WITH  ENGLAND — BETWEEN 

PRUSSIA  AND  THE  EMPIRE MINORCA  TAKEN 

PARLIAMENT  SUSPENDED — LIFE  OF  THE 

RING  ATTEMPTED PARLIAMENT  RESTORED 

-—SUCCESS  OF  THE  FRENCH  IN  HANOVER— 
FRANCE  DEFEATED  IN  EUROPE— IN  THE  EAST 

INDIES IN  AMERICA IN  AFRICA LOSSES 

AT  SEA NECOCIATIONS  FOR  PEACE PEACE 

CONCLUDED. 


1 HE  war  which  had  fo  long  affli&ed  a.  D.  1748. 
Europe,  was  fucceeded  by  feven  years  *749- 
peace ; and  that  fhort  interval  may  be  confidered 
as  the  moll  profperous  and  happy  period  that  Eu- 
rope had  ever  known  ; arts  and  letters  were  fuc- 
cefsfully  cultivated  ; manufactures  and  commerce 
flourilhed ; and  the  manners  of  fociety  affumed 
each  day  a higher  polifh.  But  monarchs,  while 
they  afpire.  to  the  fame  of  conquerors,  feldom 
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condcfccnd  to  regard  the  felicity  of  their  fuhjeds  ; 
and  Lewis,  who  had  only  confented  to  the  peace 
of  Aix-la-Chapellc  to  reftore  his  navy,  in  the  arms 
of  the  marchionefs  of  Pompadour  meditated  new 
wars ; and  prepared  to  difpollefs  the  Engliih  of 
'their  principal  fettlements  both  in  America  and 
the  Eaft  Indies. 

From  thefe  vifionary  hopes  the  attention  of  the 
King  was  recalled  by  violent  difputes  between  the 
clergy  and  parliaments  of  France,  which  partially 
interrupted  the  tranquillity  of  that  kingdom.  The 
famous  controverfy  betwetn  the  Janfenifts  and 
Jcfuits,  concerning  grace,  free-will,  and  other 
abftradt  points  of  theology,  had  originated  in 
the  preceding  reign  : the  opinions  of  the  for- 
mer had  been  declared  heretical  by  the  court  of 
Rome,  in  the  celebrated  bull  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  Unigenitus.  The  reception  of 
it  was  enforced  by  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  body  of  the  people,  the  parliaments, 
the  archbifhop  of  Paris,  and  fifteen  other  prelates ; 
w ho  protefted  againft  it  as  an  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  the  Gallican  church,  and  of  the  laws  of 
the  realm,  as  well  as  an  infult  on  their  private 
opinions.  The  duke  of  Orleans,  while  regent, 
extinguilhed  a perfecution  which  had  been  railed 
againft  thofe  who  had  rejected  the  bull;  but  at 
the  fame  time  prevailed  on  the  biftipps,  who  had 
hitherto  oppoled,  to  l'ubmit  to  it. 

Though 
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Though  the  bull  Unigemtus  was  a.  D.  1750. 
held  in  execration  by  the  people,  it  had  ^S1* 
hitherto  occafioned  no  public  difturbance;  but 
on  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  an  attempt  made 
by  a minifter  of  the  finances  to  enquire  into  the 
wealth  of  the  clergy,  raifed  the  jealoufy  of  that 
order,  and  they  determined  to  divert  the  attention 
of  the  court  by  reviving  the  former  oppofition  to 
the  bull  Unigenitus.  It  was  rcfolved  by  the 
elcrgy  to  demand  confeflional  notes  of  dying  pcr- 
fons;  thatthofe  notes  Ihould  be  figned  by  priefts 
adhering  to  the  bull,  without  which  no  viaticum, 
or  extreme  unftion,  could  be  obtained.  The  new 
archbiftiop  of  Paris  engaged  warmly  in  this  feheme, 
and  he  was  oppofed  with  equal  vigour  by  the  par- 
liament, who  imprifoned  fuch  of  the  clergy  as 
refufed  to  adminifter  the  facraments  to  perfons  in 
their  laft  moments.  Other  parliaments  followed 
the  example  of  that  of  Paris;  and  a war  was 
immediately  kindled  between  the  fecular  jurifdic- 
tion,  and  eccleliaftical  difciplinc. 

The  king,  by  an  aft  of  his  abfolute  a.  D.  1752. 
authority,  forbade  the  parliaments  to  ‘753- 
take  cognizance  of  ccclefiaftical  proceedings,  and 
. to  fufpend  all  profecutions  relative  to  the  refufal 
of  the  facraments.  Inftead  of  acquiefcing,  the 
parliament  prefented  new  rcmonftrances,  refufed 
to  attend  to  any  other  bufinefs,  and  came  to  a re- 
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folution  that  they  could  not  obey  this  injundiori 
without  violating  their  duty  and  their  oath.  They 
cited  the  bifhop  of  Orleans  before  their  tribunal, 
and  ordered  all  writings,  in  which  its  jurifdidion 
was  contefted,  to  be  burnt  by  the  executioner : By 
military  aid,  they  enforced  the  adminiifration  of 
the  lacraments  to  the  fick ; and  engrofled  by  thefe 
religious  differences,  they  entirely  ceafed,  as  fu- 
preme  courts,  to  diftribute  that  jufticc  to  the  fub- 
jeft  for  which  they  had  been  eredted. 

A.  D.  1753.  Their  obftinacy  excited  the  indigna- 
- */S4*  tion  of  their  fovcrcign ; four  of  the 

members,  who  had  delivered  themfelves  with  the 
greatelt  freedom,  were  arretted  and  imprifoned  ; 
and  the  remainder  were  banifhed  to  Beurgcs,  to 
Poidicrs,  and  Auvergne ; and  Lewis,  to  prevent  • 
their  abfence  from  impeding  the  adminittration  of 
juttice,  eftablifhed  by  his  letters  patent  a Royal 
Chamber,  for  the  profecution  of  fuits  civil  and  cri- 
minal. But  the  counfellors,  animated  by  the  fame 
Zeal  as  the  parliament,  refufed  to  plead  before  thefe 
new  judges  : and  the  people,  left  to  themfelves, 
threatened  to  fall  every  day  into  anarchy  and  con- 
fufion.  The  intrigues  of  the  court  had  already 
excited  hoftilities  in  America  and  the  Eatt-Indics ; 
and  Lewis,  intent  on  war  with  England,  deter- 
mined to  conciliate  the  affeftions  of  his  people 
by  recalling  the  parliament.  The  members  re- 
entered 
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entered  Paris  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  in- 
habitants ; and  the  archbifhop,  who  continued  to 
encourage  the  priefts  in  refilling  the  facraments, 
was  baniflied  to  his  feat  atConflans;  a finiilar 
exile  was  preferibed  to  the  bilhops  of  Orleans  and 
Troyes;  and  a tranfient  calm  was  reftored  to  the 
kingdom. 

For  the  fource  of  this  unexpected  re-  a.  d.  1748. 
volution  we  mull  turn  our  eyes  to  the  J7S3> 
diltant  continents  of  Alia  and  America.  From 
the  moment  that  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapclle 
was  concluded,  Dupleix,  governor  of  Pondicher- 
ry, on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  a man  aCtivc,  in- 
telligent, and  enterpriling,  conceived  the  delign 
of  advancing  the  intereft  of  the  French  Eaft-lndia 
Company,  by  acquiring  for  France  large  territorial 
pofieffions  in  the  fouth  of  Afia.  The  feeble  fuc« 
ceffors  of  Aurengzebe,  who  had  fuffered  the  na- 
tive governors  of  the  different  provinces  to  affume 
the  authority  of  independent  princes,  encouraged 
by  their  weaknefs  the  daring  project  of  this  afpir- 
ing  adventurer : The  French  troops  which  had 
been  affembled  during  the  late  war  to  protedfc 
Pondicherry  from  the  Englilh,  were  now  engaged 
in  the  various  fervices  of  the  different  viceroys  of 
India ; their  fuperior  arms  and  difeipline  triumph- 
ed over  a tumultuous  multitude,  always  without 
Ikill,  and  frequently  without  courage  ; whatever 
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fide  they  inclined  to,  vidtory  was  Cure  to  follow  i 
and  the  subah,  or  viceroy  of  the  Decan,  whole 
authority  they  had  eftablilhed  over  the  immenfe 
tradl  of  country  that  ftretches  from  Cape  Como- 
rin to  the  Ganges,  rewarded  the  intrepidity  of  his 
protestors  by  the  mod  liberal  concelEons. 

The  progrefs  of  the  French  had  awakened  the 
jealoufy  of  the  fervants  of  the  Englilh  Ealt-India 
company.  The  attempt  of  M.  Dupleix  to  im- 
pofc  a nabob  or  governor  on  Arcot,  a province 
in  which  Pondicherry  is  fituated,  excited  the  Eng- 
lifli  to  arms.  As  the  allies  of  the  princes  of  In- 
dia, the  rival  nations  oppofed  each  other  with 
equal  courage  and  fkill,  and  feveral  battles  were 
fought  with  various  fuccefs ; at  length  the  tide  of 
war  was  turned  by  the  appearance  of  a great  and 
diltinguilhed  military  chara&er.  Mr.  Clive  had 
gone  out  in  the  fervice  of  the  Englilh  Ealt-India 
Company  as  a writer  : His  afpiring  mind  was  but 
ill  calculated  for  this  calm  and  peaceable  ftation  j 
he  exchanged  the  pen  for  the  fvvord,  and  immor- 
talifed  his  name  by  a leries  of  rapid  and  fucceffive 
victories.  With  a fmall  band  be  occupied  Arcot, 
the  capital  of  the  difputed  province ; repelled  a 
numerous  army  of  the  French  and  Indians,  who 
threatened  to  overwhelm  him  ; and  triumphed,  in 
a decifive  battle,  over  the  holt  that  had  lately  be- 
fieged  him.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Tritchino- 
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1>oli  the  French  and  their  allies  were  finally  de- 
feated ; the  pretenfions  of  Chunda-faib,  whole 
taufe  they  had  efpoufed,  were  extinguilhed  In  his 
blood ; and  his  rival,  Mohammed  Ali,  was  efta- 
blilhed  by  the  Englilh  on  the  throne  of  Arcot. 

M.  Dupleix  was  foon  after  recalled^  a.  D.  1750. 
and  a ceflation  of  arms  was  agreed  upon  '7S4* 
by  the  hoftile  powers;  but  while  Lewis  revolved 
the  means  of  reftoring  in  India  the  afcendancy  of 
his  fubjedts,  his  ambitious  hopes  were  flattered  bf 
the  infidious  and  hoftile  enterprifes  of  his  go- 
vernors in  North-America.  Their  plan  was  to 
unite,  by  a chain  of  forts,  their  two  extenfive 
colonies  of  Canada  and  Louifiana ; and  to  confine 
the  Englilh  to  that  traCt  of  country  that  lies  be- 
tween the  lea  and  the  Apalachian mountains,  which 
run  from  one  end  of  North-America  to  another. 
In  cotlfequence  of  this,  France  would  have  en- 
joyed in  time  of  peace  the  whole  Indian  trade; 
and  the  Britilh  fettlcrs,  continually  expofed  to  the 
incurfions  of  the  faithlefs  and  ferocious  favages, 
mull  have  foon  been  finally  extinguilhed.  This 
project  was  purfued  with  ardour  and  judgment ; 
forts  were  erected  along  the  great  lakes,  which 
communicate  with  the  river  St.  Laurencfe,  and 
all'o  on  the  Ohio,  and  the  Milfiflippi ; aud  the 
chain  was  almoft  completed,  when  England, 
alarmed  at  thefc  rapid  encroachments,  after  re- 
vol.  ui.  £ peated 


5° 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


pcated  and  ineffe&ual  expoftulations,  determined 
to  unlheath  the  fword. 

^ This  meafure  was  no  fooner  refolved 

I/S5‘  on,  than  it  was  executed  with  equal 
vigour  and  promptitude;  a formidable  fquadron 
\vas  detached  to  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  to 
attack  the  fleet  of  France;  and  though  a friendly 
fog  enabled  the  greateft  part  to  efcape  the  fuperior 
force  of  England,  yet  two  lhips  of  the  line  were 
taken  ; the  Britilh  cruizers  fwept  the  feas  with  fuch 
fuccefs,  that  above  three  hundred  trading  vefiels 
belonging  to  France  were  carried  into  the  ports  of 
Great-Britain ; and  above  eight  thoufand  feamen 
became  prifoners  to  that  crown. 

Lewis,  aftonilhed  and  (tunned  by  this  unex* 
pefted  Itroke,  filled  every  court  in  Europe  with 
complaints  and  negociations.  His  naval  (trength 
was  already  fatally  impaired ; but  from  the  infinite 
fupepority  of  his  land  forces,  he  (till  flattered  him- 
felf  with  the  hopes  of  the  mod  decided  advantages. 
General  Braddock,  who  had  been  entrufted  by  the 
Englilh  with  the  chief  command  in  America,  had 
been  allured  by  the  French  and  Indians  into  an 
ambufeade ; and  fcorning  to  furvive  a defeat,  the 
effect  of  his  own  imprudence,  had  in  the  grave 
found  (helter  from  the  reproaches  of  his  country. 
On  the  banks  of  Lake  George,  Dieft.au,  who 
commanded  the  French  forces  in  America,  with 
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a detatchment  of  two  thoufand  men,  was  expofed 
to  a fimiiar  fate.  Yet  France  Hill  maintained  on 


that  continent  her  afcendancy,  and  England  was 
reduced  to  wage  a feeble  and  defenfive  war. 

Though  George  the  Second,  as  king 
of  Great-Britain,  while  he  retained  the  A’  D' 
fovereignty  of  the  Teas,  might  defpife  the  menaces 
of  France,  yet  as  elector  of  Hanover  he  was  ftill 
vulnerable  in  his  German  dominions  j and  Lewis, 
to  avail  himfelf  of  this  advantage,  entered  into 
clofe  and  fecret  connexions  with  the  courts  of  Vi- 


enna, Peterfburg,  and  Drefden.  The  former  ftill 
harboured  a lively  refentment  of  the  ceffion  of  Si- 
lefia;  and  the  divifion  of  the  dominions  of  the 


houfc  of  Brandenburgh,  and  the  invalion  of  Ha- 
nover, were  the  objeds  of  this  formidable  con- 
federacy. 

But  the  defigns  of  the  Confederates  could  not 
elude  the  vigilance  and  penetration  of  Frederic  ; 
confcious  of  his  danger,  he  formed  an  alliance  with 
the  king  of  England,  whofe  interefts  and  appre- 
henfions  were  fimiiar  to  his  own.  Before  the  de- 


figns of  his  enemies  were  ripe. for  execution,  the 
Pruffian  monarch  anticipated  their  hoftile  efforts, 
burft  into  Saxony,  defeated  the  Auftrians  at  Lowo- 
fitz,  compelled  Auguftuswith  his  whole  army  to 
furrendcr,  occupied  Drefden,  and  poffeffed  himfelf 
•f  the  ftatc  papers  relative  to  foreign  tranfaXions, 
E z which 
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which  difplayed  to  the  world  the  confpiracy  that 
had  been  formed  againft  him. 

While  the  king  of  Pruffia  drained  the  proftrate 
territories  of  Saxony,  and  Great-Britain,  governed 
by  minifters  whom  lhe  hated  and  defpifed,  in- 
dulged her  dilhonourable  fears,  and  called  to  her 
defence  large  bands  of  fubfidiary  Germans,  Lewis 
affirmed  new  vigour,  and  prepared  to  improve  the 
favourable  moments  of  enterprife.  N uraerous  bo- 
dies of  troops  drawn  towards  the  fea-coafts,  con- 
tinually alarmed  the  oppofite  lhorcs  of  England  ; 
their  hoftile  appearance  ferved  to  cover  the  fecret 
intentions  of  the  French,  who  afpired  to  the  con- 
queft  of  Minorca,  an  ifland  in  the  Mediterranean, 
which  the  Englifli  had  formerly  wrefted  from 
Spain. 

The  armament  for  that  purpofe  confifted  pf 
fifteen  thoufand  land  forces,  commanded  by  the 
marcl'chal  duke  of  Richlieu  ; and  twelve  fliips  of 
the  line,  with  five  frigates,  under  the  marquis  Ga- 
liffotliere.  They  reached  Minorca  with  a proi- 
perous  wind ; the  troops  were  difembarked,  and 
immediately  invefted  the  caftle  of  St.  Philip’s, 
which  commands  the  town  and  harbour  of  Mahon. 
The  Englifli  had  detached  Byng  to  the  relief  of 
the  ifland,  with  a fquadron  equal  to  that  of  France; 
Galiffoniere  foon  after  engaged  the  Britifli  admiral 
•in  an  indecilivc  action.  The  former  returned  to 
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block  up  the  port  of  Mahon ; the  latter  withdrew 
to  Gibraltar  ; and  on  his  recal  to  England,  expi- 
ated with  his  life  the  ftain  which  his  pufillanimity 
had  fixed  on  the  naval  glory  of  his  country  : 
While  the  garrifon  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  deftitutc  of 
hope,  furrendered,  after  a liege  of  nine  weeks; 
and  the  illand  of  Minorca  fubmitted  to  the  domi- 
nion of  France. 

The  fatisfa&ion  which  Lewis  reaped  a.  D.  1756. 
from  this  acquifition  was  alloyed  by  *757- 
domeftic  diffenfions.  The  parliament,  by  their 
imprudent  perfecution  of  the  partizans  of  the 
* bull  Unigenitus,  awakened  again  the  indignation 
of  their  fovereign  : With  an  honourable,  though 
perhaps  injudicious  zeal,  they  had  alfo,  in  the 
midft  of  a bloody  war,  refufed  to  regifter  certain 
taxes,  which  they  confidered  as  oppreffive  to  the 
people.  Lewis,  attended  by  his  guards,  appeared 
in  the  affembly ; he  fupprelTed  the  fourth  and 
fifth  Chambers  of  Jnquefts,  the  members  of  which 
had  diftinguilhed  thcrafelves  by  their  firm  and 
animated  oppofition;  he  commanded  the  bull 
Unigenitus  to  be  refpedted;  and  prohibited  the 
feculiar  judges  from  ordering  the  adminiftration  of 
the  facrainents.  Fifteen  counfellors  of  the  Great 
Chamber  lodged  their  refignation  at  the  office  next 
day ; one  hundred  and  twenty-four  members  of 
the  different  courts  of  parliament  followed  their 
£ 3 example; 
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example;  and  the  people,  who  participated  in  the 
fufferings  of  the  champions  of  their  religious  <■ 
freedom,  difplayed  their  difeontent  in  loud  and 
impatient  murmurs. 

D Their  clamours,  moft  probably,. 

• 17 57-  wouij  have  been  little  refpedted  by  a 
monarch,  whoearly  nurfedin  defpotifm,confidered 
the  will  of  the  fovereign  as  the  foie  rule  for  the 
actions  of  his  fubjedts.  But  Lewis  was  foon  taught 
that  the  affedtionsofhis  people  were  the  beft  guards 
to  his  throne ; and  that  in  the  plenitude  of  his 
power,  he  dill  was  expofed  to  the  rage  of  gloomy 
fanaticifm.  Francis  Damien,  an  unhappy  wretch, 
whofe  fullen  mind,  naturally  unfcttled,  was  in- 
flamed by  the  difputes  between  the  king  and  his 
parliament  relative  to  religion,  embraced  the  def- 
perate  refolution  of  attempting  the  life  of  his  fove- 
reign.  In  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  as  the  king 
prepared  to  enter  his  coach,  he  was  fuddenly 
wounded,  though  flightly,  between  the  ribs,  in  the 
prefence  of  his  fon,  and  in  the  midft  of  his  guards. 
The  daring  affaflin  had  mingled  with  the  crowd  of 
courtiers,  and  was  inftantly  betrayed  by  his  dif- 
tradted  countenance.  He  declared  it  never  was 
his  intention  to  kill  the  king ; but  that  he  only 
meant  to  wound  him,  that  God  might  touch  his 
heart,  and  incline  him  to  reftore  the  tranquillity 
of  his  dominions,  by  re-eftablifliing  the  parlia-' 

ment. 
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ment,  and  banifhing  the  archbilhop  of  Paris, 
whom  he  regarded  as  the  fource  of  the  prefent 
commotions.  In  thefe  frantic  and  incoherent  de- 
clarations he  perfifled  amidft  the  moft  exquifite 
tortures ; and  after  human  ingenuity  had  been  ex- 
haufted  in  devifing  new  modes  of  torment,  his 
judges,  tired  out  with  his  obftinacy,  configned 
him  to  a death,  the  inhumanity  of  which  is  in‘- 
creafed  by  the  evident  madnefs  that  ftimulated 
him  to  the  fatal  attempt. 

But  whether  the  mind  of  Lewis  was  deeply 
impreffed  by  his  late  danger,  or  that  he  dreaded 
in  the  midft  of  a bloody  and  extenfive  war  to  alie- 
nate the  hearts  of  his  people,  it  is  certain  that  he 
a fecond  time  banilhed  the  archbifhop  of  Paris, 
who  had  been  recalled ; and  found  it  expedient 
to  accommodate  matters  with  the  parliament, 
which  again  proceeded  to  bufinefs. 

In  refpedt  to  foreign  engagements,  the  councils 
of  France  were  not  influenced  by  the  late  attempt 
on  the  life  of  the  king ; and  Lewis  flill  perfevered 
in  his  refolution  of  attacking  the  eledtoral  do- 
minions of  the  king  of  England.  Marefchal 
Saxe,  the  fource  of  fo  many  victories  to  France, 
was  now  no  more ; and  marefchal  d’Etrees  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  an  army  which  con- 
fided of  eighty  thoufand  men.  He  pafled  the 
Rhine,  compelled  the  duke  of  Cumberland  (who 
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at  the  head  of  about  forty  thoufand  Heffians,  Ha» 
noverians,  and  Pruflians,  watched  his  motions, 
and  in  feeble  Ikirmifhes  endeavoured  to  retard 
his  progrefs)  to  retire  behind  the  Wefer;  he 
effected  the  pafiage  of  that  river,  drove  the  duke 
from  an  advantageous  port  in  the  village  of  Haf- 
tenbach,  and  amidft  his  triumphant  career  was  re- 
called by  the  imprudent  partiality  of  his  fQve- 
reign. 

The  marcfchal  duke  of  Richelieu,  adorned  with 
the  laurels  of  Minorca,  afpiied  to  unite  with  the 
character  ofsnaccompliflied  courtier  the  reputation 
of  a confuinmate  general.  Lewis  could  not  long 
refill  the  folicitations  of  his  favourite,  and  Richelieu 
was  appointed  to  the  chief  command  in  Germany, 
The  duke  of  Cumberland,  pulhed  from  poft  to 
poft,  at  length  took  refuge  under  the  cannon  of 
Stade.  Surrounded  on  every  fide,  he  was  there 
reduced  to  the  necefiity  of  figning  the  fingular 
convention  of  Clofter-fevep,  by  which  an  army  of 
thirty-eight  thoufand  Hanoverians,  Heffians,  and 
other  troops  in  the  pay  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 
was  difl'olved,  and  diftributed  into  different  quar- 
ters of  cantonment,  without  being  difarmed,  or 
confidcred  as  prifoners  of  war.  The  French  were 
left,  fill  the  definitive  reconciliation  of  the  two 
fovereigns,  in  full  pofieflion  of  the  countries  they 
bad  conquered ; though  under  the  exprefs  cpjidi- 
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tion  of  abftain'tng  from  future  violences,  hoftilities 
being  immediately  to  ceafe  on  both  fides. 

With  the  capitulation  of  Clofter-leven  the  for- 
tune of  France  expired ; and  an  event  which  pro- 
mifed  the  moft  brilliant  advantages,  was  fucccded 
by  five  years  of  continual  defeat  and  inceffant  ca- 
lamity. To  defcribe  the  different  a&ionsof  a war, 
wide,  bloody,  and  recent,  would  exceed  the  limits 
prefcribed  to  the  work  before  us ; and  the  reader 
perhaps  will  not  be  difpleafed,  if,  abandoning  the 
Order  we  have  hitherto  purfued,  we  place  before 
him  a flight  iketch  of  the  principal  occurrences 
during  that  period  in  the  different  quarters  of  the 
ymrld. 

In  Europe,  the  king  of  Pruflia,  driven  out  of 
Bohemia,  and  menaced  by  the  hoftile  armies  of 
Sweden,  Ruilia,  and  Auftria,  was  now  deferted  by 
|jie  only  ally  on  whom  he  could  place  any  depend- 
ance ; and  beheld  the  forces  of  France  ready  to 
penetrate  into  Saxony.  Prince  Soubife  with  twen- 
ty thoufand  French  had  joined  the  imperial  ftand- 
ard;  and  Frederic  faw  the  neceffity  of  giving 
battle  to  the  combined  army,  confiding  of  fif- 
ty thoufand  French  and  Imperialifts,  with  lefs 
than  half  its  number.  But  the  prefumption  of 
prince  Soubife  decided  the  fate  of  the  day ; he 
advanced  without  caution  or  order,  as  to  a cer- 
pin  victory;  his  temerity  was  chaffifed  by  a 
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bloody  defeat ; and  Frederic  from  tie  triumphant 
field  of  Rolbach  directing  his  matfch  towards  Si-  > 
lefia,  arrived  in  time  to  join  the  prince  of  Be- 
vern,  and  to  renew  his  laurels  By  a fecond  vic- 
tory over  the  Auftrians  at  LifTa.  ■ 

In  Hanover,  the  rapacity  of  the  duke  of  Riche- 
lieu exhaufted  the  fubjedted  country.  A de- 
mand from  the  court  of  France  of  the  arms  of 
thofe  troops  who  had  capitulated  at  Clofter-feven, 
aroufed  their  indignation  : they  confidered  this 
as  the  laft  difgrace  of  foldiers;  and  fecretly  re- 
fblving  to  relieve  their  country  from  opprcllion, 
they  aflembled  from  their  different  cantonments 
under  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  whom  his 
Britannic  majefty  had  invefted  with  the  chief  com- 
mand of  his  electoral  forces.  The  French,  dif- 
perfed  and  unprepared,  were  fucceffively  expelled 
from  Otterberg,  Bremen,  and  Verden  ; four  thou- 
fand  were  taken  prifoners  in  the  city  of  Minden  ; 
and  the  duke  of  Richelieu,  better  calculated  to 
fhine  in  courts  than  camps,  with  the  wretched 
remnant  of  his  once  victorious  army,  repaired 
with  difficulty  the  Rhine,  before  a body  of  men 
whom  be  had  fo  lately  vanquifhed  and  trampled 
upon. 

A.  D.  1758.  While  the  gallant  Frederic  main- 
i76z*  tained  the  war  with  various  fuccefs, 
and  alternately  afflicted  the  dominions  of  his  ad- 
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verfaries,  or  beheld  his  own  capital  infulted  by 
their  prefence,  the  French  were  doomed  to  num- 
ber their  campaigns  by  fdcceffive  defeats.  At 
Crevelt,  count  Clermont,  at  the  head  of  fifty 
thoufand  men,  was  attacked  and  broken  by 
prince  Ferdinand,  and  compelled  with  confidera- 
' ble  lofs  to  retire  under  the  cannon  of  Cologne. 
Marefchal  de  Contades,  who  fucceeded  him,  fuf. 
fered  in  the  enfuing  campaign  a more  decifive 
defeat  at  Minden ; and  marefchal  Broglio,  who 
fuperceded Contades,  was  equally  unfortunate,  and 
on  the  heights  of  Warbourg  funk  beneath  the  fu- 
perior  genius  of  prince  Ferdinand.  The  death  o£ 
George  the  Second,  and  the  acceffion  of  his  grand- 
fon  George  the  Third  to  the  throne  of  England, 
changed  not,  at  firft,  the  councils  of  the  Engiilh, 
or  the  fortune  of  the  French ; and  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  prefied  on  every  fide,  implored  the 
fupport  of  the  kindred  crown  of  Spain;  That 
kingdom  was  ruled  by  Charles  the  Third,  late 
king  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  and  the  fon  of  Philip 
the  Fifth.  His  elder  brother,  Ferdinand  the 
Sixth,  had  invariably  diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  his 
pacific  difpofition,  and  refilled  the  intrigues  of 
France : but  the  prefent  monarch,  more  ambi- 
tious, or  more  attached  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
figned  the  celebrated  Family  Compact;  an  al- 
liance which,  with  the  Angle  exception  of  the 
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American  trade,  naturalizes,  in  the  dominions  of 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  the  fubje&s  of  each  crown  ; 
and  ftipulates  that  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain 
lhall  look  upon  every  power  as  the  enemy  of  both, 
which  becomes  the  enemy  of  either. 

Yet  the  a Alliance  of  Spain  was  feeble  and 
inadequate ; her  attempt  to  wound  Great  Bri- 
tain through  her  ally,  and  to  invade  the  neu- 
tral kingdom  of  Portugal,  was  ill  concerted  and 
worfe  executed,  and  the  Spaniards  were  com- 
pelled to  abandon  their  hafty  conquefts  with  dif- 
grace.  Lewis  was  Hill  doomed  to  regret  the  un- 
availing llaughter  of  his  fubjeds ; and  marefchal 
Broglio,  near  the  village  of  Kirch  Denkern,  was 
repulfed  by  prince  Ferdinand,  with  the  lofs  of  five 
thoufand  men.  France  had  indeed  hitherto  re- 
pelled the  defultory  defcents  of  the  Englifli  on  her 
coafts ; but  her  pride  was  deeply  wounded  by  a 
lofs,  lefs  important  in  its  real  value  than  humili- 
ating in  the  eyes  of  Europe.  Belleiile,  an  ifland 
of  about  twelve  leagues  in  circumference,  and 
fituated  between  Port  Lewis  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Loire,  was  reduced  by  an  armament  from  Eng- 
land ; and  the  Britifh  banners  difplayed  from  Pa- 
lais, infulted  and  alarmed  the  inhabitants  of  the 
adjacent  coafts.  The  recal  of  Broglio  from  the 
German  army,  with  the  joint  appointment  of  the 
Prince  of  Soubife  and  Marlhal  d’Etrees,  inter- 
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rupted  not  the  rapid  and  triumphant  career  of 
prince  Ferdinand.  The  French  were  compelled 
entirely  to  evacuate  the  electorate  of  Hanover  ; 
and  in  the  landgraviate  of  Hefle  they  now  oc- 
cupied Ziegenhayen  alone  : while  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  by  the  death  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
Was  delivered  from  his  mod  formidable  and  im- 
placable enemy. 

In  Asia,  the  war,  which  had  been  D.  1757. 
fcarce  fufpended  by  the  peace  of  Aix-  *76** 
la-Chapelle,  was  revived  with  increafe  of  fury, 
and  with  the  mod  difaftrous  confequences  to 
France;  her  fettlcment  of  Chandernagore,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  was  taken  by  admiral 
Watfon  and  colonel  Clive;  general  Lai ly  was 
compelled  tt>  retire  from  a fruitlefs  attempt 
againft  the  walls  of  Madrafs  ; he  was  afterwards 
defeated  in  fucceflive  engagements,  and  re- 
duced to  feek  flicker  within  the  fortifications 
of  Pondicherry : that  fettlement,  the  laft  that 
remained  of  any  confequence  to  the  French  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  was  inverted  by  the 
Englilh.  After  a gallant  defence,  Lally  was  oblig- 
ed by  famine  to  furrender:  his  obftinacy  and  vio- 
lence rejected  thofe  terms  of  capitulation  which  he 
‘ might  have  obtained  ; and  the  vi&ors,  informed 
foon  after  of  the  hoftile  confederacy  of  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon,  turned  their  arms  againft  the  fettle- 
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toents  of  Spain,  and  poffeflcd  themfelves  of  Ma- 
nilla, the  capital  of  Luconia,  one  of  the  principal 
$>f  the  Philippine  iflands. 

A. D.  1758.  In  America,  Louilbourg,  garri- 
l7(>1-  foned  by  near  three  thoufand  troops* 
under  the  command  of  the  chevalier  du  Dru- 
court,  was  attacked  by  admiral  Bofcawen,  and 
the  generals  Amherft  and  Wolfe  : for  fix  weeks 
the  governor  maintained  a gallant  defence ; he 
was  at  length  compelled  to  furrender  prifoner 
■With  his  whole  garrifon,  and  the  ifland  of  Cape 
Breton  Ihared  the  fate  of  the  capital.  The 
Conqueror  next  directed  his  attention  to  the  con- 
tinent, and  fwept  away  in  his  progrefs  the  forts 
of  Ticonderoga,  Crown-Point,  and  Niagara.  But 
in  Canada  the  force  of  the  French  was  Hill  en- 
tire ; and  the  marquis  of  Montcalm,  a brave  and 
enterprifing  general,  advantageoufiy  polled,  pro- 
tedled  with  a formidable  army  Quebec,  the  capital 
of  that  province.  His  fuperior  force,  and  almoft 
inacceffible  fituation,  could  not  reprefs  the  adven- 
turous fpirit  of  the  Englilh ; animated  by  the 
example  of  their  general,  Wolle,  they  climbed  the 
rugged  al'ccnt  of  the  Heights  of  Abraham ; and 
were  formed  in  battle  on  the  fummit,  before 
Montcalm,  lulled  into  fecurity  by  the  temerity  of 
the  attempt,  would  ghe  credit  to  the  intelligence. 
Convinced  that  the  report  was  too  true,  he  now 
4etermined  to  decide  the  fate  of  Canada  in  a 
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general  engagement:  but  the  adverfe  fortune  of 
France  prevailed.  Montcalm,  after  difplaying 
equal  Ikill  and  courage,  perifhcd  on  the  field, 
with  above  a thoufand  of  his  braveft  foldiers. 
The  .Englilh  alfo  purchafed  their  vi&ory  at  the 
expence  of  their  general,  whofe  early  martial  ge- 
nius promifed  to  rank  him  among  the  firft  com- 
manders of  any  age  or  nation  ; but  their  fuccefs 
in  every  other  point  was  brilliant  and  unalloyed  ; 
Quebec  furrendered ; and  a fubfequent  attempt  of 
M.  de  Levi  to  recover  that  city,  was,  after  an 
ineffedtual  victory,  baffled  by  the  perfevcring 
valour  of  the  garrifon.  The  remnant  of  the  French 
forces,  deftitute  of  fubfiftence,  mouldered  away  : 
the  town  of  New  Orleans,  and  a few  plantations 
on  the  Mifiiflippi,  alone  remained  to  France  of 
all  her  fettlements  in  North  America;  while  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  the  powerful  armaments  of  the 
Englilh  wrefted  from  her  the  important  and  fruit- 
ful iftands  of  Guadaloupe  and  Martinico ; and 
foon  after  (hook  to  the  very  balls  the  grandeur  and 
profperity  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  by  ftorming 
the  Havannah,  the  principal  fea-port  in  the  iiland 
of  Cuba,  the  key  of  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  and 
the  centre  of  the  Spanilh  trade  and  navigation  in 
the  New  World. 

In  Africa,  France  was  driven  from  ^ ^ ^ 

Vic  forts  and  faftories  which  fhc  had 
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eftablifhed  on  the  river  Senegal.  Monf.  St.  Jean* 
the  governor  of  Goree,  an  ifland  which  lies  at  the 
diftance  of  thirty  leagues  on  the  fame  coaft,  at*, 
tempted  to  defend  it  from  an  Englifh  armament* 
conduced  by  commodore  Keppel  and  colonel 
Worge;  but  his  ardour  was  ill  feconded  by  his 
garrifon,  and  he  was  rcluftantly  compelled  to 
fubmit  to  the  fuperior  numbers  of  his  enemies. 

A.  D.  1758.  But  it  was  on  the  fea,  that  element  ever 
*759-  fatal  to  the  ambition  of  France,  and  the 
proud  theatre  of  Britifli  triumph,  that  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  beheld  its  lofty  hopes  finally  overwhelm- 
ed : that  marine  which  the  treafuresand  refources 
of  Lewis  had  been  devoted  to  create,  was  in  a few 
years  totally  annihilated.  The  marquis  du  Quefne, 
with  three  (hips  of  the  line  and  a frigate,  was 
intercepted  between  Cape  de  Gatt  and  Cartha- 
gena,  by  a confiderable  Englifh  fquadron,  under 
admiral  Ofborne;  the  frigate  efeaped  by  the  FvifC- 
nefs  of  her  failing,  but  two  of  the  fhips  of  the 
line  were  taken  after  an  obftinate  refinance,  and 
the  third  was  driven  on  fhore  on  the  Spanifh 
coaft.  M.  de  la  Clue,  in  attempting  to  pafs  the 
{freights  of  Gibraltar  with  twelve  fhips  of  the 
line,  was  encountered  by  admiral  Bofcawen  with 
fourteen  ; the  French  foon  fought  their  fafety  in 
flight ; de  la  Clue  was  wounded  himfclf ; two  of 
his  largeft  fhips  were  taken,  two  more  deftroyed, 
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and  the  remaining  eight  found  ihelter  under  the 
Cannon  of  Cadiz.  But  the  principal  fleet  of  France, 
confiding  of  twenty-one  fail  of  the  line  and  four 
frigates,  ft  ill  remained  at  Breft,  under  the  com- 
mand of  M.  Conflans,  and  meditated  a defcent 
on  the  coaft  of  Ireland.  In  the  profecution  of 
this  defign,  that  admiral  availed  himfelf  of  a 
ftorm  which  had  driven  the  Britiih  fquadron  into 
their  own  harbours;  but  he  had  fcarce  put  to  fea 
before  his  hopes  were  blafted  by  the  appearance  of 
admiral  Hawke,  with  twenty-two  fhips  of  the 
line.  Conflans,  who  dreaded  the  encounter,  fought 
Ihelter  among  the  fhoals  and  rocks  of  a lee-fhore. 
He  was  purfued  by  his  daring  antagonift ; his 
own  fliip,  the  Royal  Sun,  was  driven  on  lhore, 
and  burnt  by  the  French  themlelves ; the  Hero 
ihared  the  fame  fate,  by  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  ; the  Formidable  ftruck  her  colours;  and  the 
Thefee,  the  Superbe,  and  the  Jufte,  were  buried  in 
the  ocean  by  the  Britiih  cannon,  or  the  fury  of  the 
waves;  the  reft  fought  refuge  in  the  river  Vilaine. 
1 he  vidtors  themfelves  did  not  entirely  efcape  the 
rage  of  the  tempeft;  two  of  their  Ihips  ftruck  on 
a fand,  and  were  totally  loft ; but  to  the  French 
marine,  the  wound,  during  the  courie  of  the  war, 
was  incurable ; and  thofe  (hips  which  had  efcaped 
into  the  Vilaine,  could  never  elude  the  vigilance 
of  a Britiih  fquadron  conftantly  ftationedto  block 
up  the  mouth  of  that  river, 
vox.,  m.  F Such 
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^ Such  repeated  difafters  humbled  th* 
A.  D.  1762.  prjje  Df  LeWjs ; his  finances  were  ex- 

haufted ; his  commerce  at  a ftand  ; his  marine 
annihilated  ; in  the  four  different  quarters  of  the 
world  his  arms  had  proved  unfortunate ; and  his 
alliance  with  Spain  had  only  introduced  that  crown 
to  a participation  of  his  calamities.  Happily  fot 
him,,  the  Englifh  councils  were  equally  difpofed 
to  peace.  George  the  Third  had  difmiffed  from 
adminiltration  the  man  whofe  commanding  genius 
had  changed  the  fortune  of  his  country,  and  raifed 
the  Bricifh  empire  to  a glory  that  aftonilhed  the 
world.  The  new  miniftcr  liftened  with  readinefs 
to  the  propofals  of  the  court  of  Verfailles  : the 
great  outlines  of  the  treaty  were  foon  adjulled,  as 
both  parties  agreed  to  withdraw  themfelves  totally 
from  the  German  war,  and  to  reflorc  the  places 
they  had  taken.  France  alfo  ceded  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, Canada,  and  the  greatefl  part  of  her  fettle- 
ments  in  America;  but  retained  the  right  of  fifli- 
ing  on  the  coaftof  Newfoundland,  with  thefmal! 
iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon.  She  received 
back  Martinico,Guadaloupe,  Goree,  and  Belleifle, 
with  the  neutral  ifland  of  St.  Lucia;  and  her  Eaft- 
India  Company  were  eftablilhcd  in  their  former 
fettlements:  but  in  return  fhe  confented  to  de- 
flroy  the  harbour  and  demolifh  the  fortifications 
of  Dunkirk;  reftored  Minorca ; yielded  Grenada 
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and  the  Grenadines;  and  gave  up  all  claim  to  the 
neutral  iflands  of  St.  Vincent,  Dominica,  and  To* 
bago.  Her  ally,  Spain,  obtained  again  the  Ha- 
vannah,  and  all  that  part  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba 
which  had  been  conquered  by  the  Englilh  ; but 
in  return,  Charles  engaged  to  permit  the  Englifh 
to  cut  logwood  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  to  eva- 
cuate Portugal,  and  to  cede  Florida  to  Great 
Britain.  The  king  of  Pruflia  foon  after  con- 
cluded 3 treaty  with  the  Emprefs-Queen,  by 
which  all  conquefts  were  mutually  reflored  ; and 
after  a tedious  and  bloody  war,  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe  was  once  more  happily  re  eftablifhed. 
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Chapter  the  Thirty-Ninth. 


c 

ORIGIN  OF  THE  FRENCH  PARLIAMENTS INTRO- 
DUCTION OF  LAWYERS  INTO  THOSE  COURTS 

ERECT  THEMSELVES  INTO  JUDGES  DURINC  THE 
REIGN  OF  CHARLES  THE  SIXTH ARE  CON- 
FIRMED 3 Y CHARLESTHE  SEVENTH PARLIA- 

MENT CLAIMS  THE  RIGHT  OF  REGISTERING 
AND  REMONSTRATING  — IS  HUMBLED  IN  THE 
REIGN  OF  LEWIS  THE  THI  RTEENTH--ACQUI  R ES 
NEW  STRENGTH  DURING  THE  MINORITY  OF 

HIS  SUCCESSOR REDUCED  AGAIN  BY  LEWIS- 

THE  FOURT-EENTH ON  THE  DEATH  OF  THAT 

MONARCH  DECLARES  THE  DUKE  OK  ORLEANS- 
SOLE  REGENT  — IS  BANISHED,  AND  RECALLED- 
BY  LEWIS  T HE  FIFTEENTH. 


The  late  treaty , which  delivered  Lewis  from- 
the  dorms  of  foreign  war,  promifed  a l'eafon  of 
relt  and  tranquillity  to  his  declining  years;  his- 
Juft  of  tranf-atlantic  dominion  had  expofed  the 
v.eflel  of  the  date  to  imminent  danger ; and  at 
length  cfcaped  from  the  fury  of  the  temped,  it 
might  naturally  have  been  expe&ed  that  his  cau- 
tion and  vigilance  would  have  been  exerted  to- 
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'fleer  clear  of  the  fhoals  of  domeftic  contention. 
Bui  his  reign  was  deftined  to  prove  equally  ini- 
mical to  the  happinefs  of  his  jreoplc,  and  to  the 
despotic  power  qi  his  fucceffor ; the  political  ho- 
rizon began  already  to  be  darkened  with  thofc 
clouds  which  afterwards  burft  with  accumulated 
■violence  on  the  head,  and  Ihook  to  the  very  foun- 
dation the  throne,  of  his  grandfon. 

The  power  of  the  firft  monarchs  of  France 
Fad  been  bounded  by  the  national  affemblies,  to 
which  was  frequently  applied  the  name  of  Par- 
liaments: but  when  the  feeble  1'uccdTors  of 
Charlemagne  fuffered  the  reins  to  drop  from  their 
hands,  the  barons  affumed  thofe  privileges  which 
had  been  formerly  annexed  to  the  crown  ; and 
while  they  governed  their  own  diPricts  with  inde- 
pendent fway,  negle&ed  the  general  concerns  of 
the  Pate,  and  unlels  urged  by  private  advantage, 
feldom  deigned  to  attend  the  public  fummon* 
The  vigour  of  Philip,  furnamed  Augustus,  re-' 
Pored  the  fembiance  of  regal  authority ; while 
the  juPice  and  wifdom  which  his  edidts  dilplayed, 
allured  the  concurrence  rather  than  commanded 
the  obedience  of  his  fubjcdts.  He  united  to  the 
crown  feveral  of  the  map  considerable  provinces 
of  France;  he  embelliPied  the  principal  towns 
and  cities  of  his  dominions ; and  generally  fuc- 
cefsful  in  war,  he  was  refpedted  and  imitated  in 
peace. 
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The  integrity  and  piety  of  his  fon  and  fuccef- 
for,  Lewis  the  Ninth,  caft  the  fame  luftre  on  the 
crown  as  had  adorned  it  during  the  profperous 
reign  of  Philip.  Though  defeated  and  even  made 
captive  in  his  unfortunate  expedition  againft  the 
infidels,  his  juftice  and  devout  humility  blended 
with  that  of  king  the  holy  appellation  of  faint; 
and  his  fubjefts  were  difpofed  to  liften  with  re- 
verence to  a legiflator,  who,  feverc  to  himfelf, 
diredted  his  foie  views  to  the  benefit  of  the  (late: 
his  patience  and  vigilance  were  continually  ex- 
ereifed  in  alleviating  the  difereffes  of  his  people, 
and  ref  oring  that  order  which  had  been  fubvert- 
ed  by  the  haughty  and  reftlcfs  fpirits  of  a mar- 
tial age. 

The  encouragement  Which  St.  Lewis  gave  to 
the  code  of  Juftinian,  and  the  body  of  inftitu- 
tions  which  in  his  reign  were  compiled  from  the 
Roman  laws,  eftablifhcd  a grand  revolution  in 
the  maxims  of  jurifprudence,  and  in  the  cogni- 
zance of  civil  caufes.  New  courts  were  erefted 
by  his  authority  or  example  throughout  the  king- 
dom ; the  feudal  judges  who  prefided  over  them, 
brave  and  indolent,  by  genius  and  habit  were  but 
ill  qualified  patiently  to  inveftigate  the  theory  of 
a complicated  fcicnce,  or  to  toil  through  volumes 
which  daily  increafcd  upon  their  hands ; the  nu- 
merous charters  of  enfranchifement,  which  had 
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fyeen  granted  to  difFerent  towns  and  villages,  re- 
quired a variety  of  ftipulations  and  exceptions; 
and  the  opinions  and  judgments  of  canonifts  and 
clerks  were  incelTantly  demanded,  cither  to  frame 
new  regulations,  or  to  explain  the  old  ones. 

Hence  this  clafs  of  men,  by  degrees,  entered 
into  the  fundions  of  judicature,  and  became  con- 
ftituent  members  of  thofe  courts  of  jufticc  which 
were  fummoned  by  the  kings,  either  for  the  de- 
termination of  general  feudal  queftiods,  or  of  pri- 
vate claims  of  right;  and  which  were  convened 
at  any  time,  or  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  ac- 
cording to  the  royal  pleafure.  The  fecular  peers 
and  lords,  whom  they  at  firft  only  aflifted  with 
their  advice,  foon  yielded  to  their  fuperiority  in 
thofe  tribunals ; inftead  of  the  fimplicity  and  con- 
cifenefs  which  charaderifed  the  feudal  forms  of 
trial,  and  that  martial  appearance  which  can  be 
compared  only  to  the  warlike  fplendour  of  a Po- 
lilh  diet,  the  judges,  in  peaceful  dignity,  devoted 
their  attention  to  the  nice  difeuffion  of  law  ques- 
tions, and  encouraged  thofe  fubtleties  which  ^t 
once  perplex  and  protrad,  and  which  throughout 
Europe  fo  univerfally  difgrace  the  modern  courts 
of  juftice. 

Yet  thofe  who  had  raifed  themfelves  to  emi- 
nence by  the  knowledge  of  the  law,  were  dill 
ponfined  to  decifions  which  affeded  only  the  life 
F 4 or 
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or  property  of  the  fubjeft,  and  remained  excluded 
from  the  difeuflion  of  matters  of  political  import- 
ance. The  national  aflemblies  had  funk  into  dif- 
ufe;  the  court  of  peers,  which  originally  was 
compofed  of  only  fix  fecular  and  fix  ecclefiaftical 
peers,  but  which  had  infenfibly  admitted  the  mod 
powerful  barons  and  bifliops,  and  the  principal 
officers  of  the  crown,  were  reftrained  to  appeals 
which  involved  the  intcrefts  of  perfons  of  the  fame 
rank,  the  privileges  of  the  peerage,  or  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  throne  ; and  Philip  the  Fair,  the 
grand fon  of  St.  Lewis,  alarmed  by  the  thunders 
of  the  Vatican,  and  defirous  of  finding  fome  fup- 
port  in  the  concurrence  of  his  people  at  large, 
convened  an  affembly  of  the  three  orders  of  his 
kingdom,  the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  com- 
mons ; and  for  the  firft  time  introduced  the  latter 
into  the  grand  council  of  the  ftate. 

The  example  of  Philip  was  imitated  by  his 
fucceffors  ; and  thefc  aflemblies,  which  obtained 
indiferiminately  the  names  of  States-General, 
or  Parliaments,  were  held  as  the  neceffities  of 
the  fovereign  fuggefled  till  the  reign  of  Lewis 
the  Thirteenth.  But  the  kings  of  France,  ever 
jealous  of  their  fpirit,  endeavoured  to  prevent 
them  from  affuming  a determined  form  or  regu- 
lar eftablifhment ; the  place  of  their  meeting  was 
frequently  changed,  and  fcveral  provincial  aflem- 
blies, 
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blies,  to  diminilh  the  danger  of  their  unanimity, 
were  repeatedly  held  at  the  lame  time,  and  at- 
tended by  commillioners  from  the  crown.  The 
later  princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Valois  even  endea- 
voured to  fubilitute  in  their  place  conventions  of 
the  notables,  and  other  partial  meetings  of  the 
nobles;  and  whenever  diltrefs  impelled  them,  it 
was  ftili  with  reludtance  they  had  recourfe  to 
their  lalt  refource  of  the  States  General  or  Par- 
liaments. 

But  while  the  fovereigns  of  France  were  im- 
preffed  with  evident  ^ealoufy  of  thefe  afiemblies, 
they  nourilhed  with  care  that  court  of  juftice 
which  was  compofed  of  the  moll  eminent  among 
the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  profelfors  of  the 
Jaw,  and  which,  equally  with  the  national  ajfcmblj 
and  the  Jlates-general,  had  acquired  the  denomi- 
nation of  Parliament.  Philip  the  Fair  fixed  the 
permanent  feat  of  it  at  Paris ; and  as  one  cham- 
ber was  infufficicnt  for  the  arrangement  and  dif- 
patch  of  appeals,  he  formed  another,  which  was 
called  the  Chamber  of  Inquefts.  Thefe  chambers 
were  appointed  to  meet  twice  in  the  year  at  the 
terms  of  All  Saints  and  Eafter,  when  their  fellions 
were  continued  for  two  months  : but  it  is  proba- 
ble, that  during  the  anarchy  of  the  unfortunate 
reign  of  Charles  the  Sixth,  the  magiftrates  conti- 
nued to  fit  without  intermiffion ; and  the  fellions 
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qf  the  parliament  have  ever  fince  been  only  le- 
gally prorogued  by  their  own  confent,  and  the 
termination  of  public  btifinefs. 

From  the  moment  that  the  parliament  of  Paris 
was  etlablifhed,  the  progrefs  of  it  was  rapid  and 
interefting.  The  principal  barons  prefided  with 
their  fwprds  by  their  Tides,  as  the  fupreme  judges ; 
but  ignorant  of  the  jurifprudence,  their  dccifions 
were  diredfed  by  the  opinions  of  the  molt  able 
lawyers,  who,  as  counfellors,  explained  to  them 
the  edidts  of  the  ftate  and  the  cuftoms  of  the 
kingdom.  The  nobles,  during  the  calamities 
which  afllidted  the  tpra  of  Charles  the  Sixth,  de- 
ferred their  judicial  ftation ; and  it  was  immedi- 
ately occupied  by  the  mod  able  profeflbrs  of  the 
law.  When  Charles  the  Seventh  recovered  Paris 
from  the  arms  of  the  Englifh,  it  was  his  firft  carp 
to  re-eftablilh  the  adminiltration  of  juftice;  lie 
compofed  the  grand  chamber  of  parliament  of 
thirty  copnfellors,  half  laity  and  half  ecclefiaftics ; 
the  chamber  of  inqyefts  he  augmented  to  forty 
members ; and  confining  his  appointments  to 
thofe  only  verfed  in  the  law,  delivered  his  people 
from  the  capricious  partiality  of  ap  ignorant  nq- 
.bility. 

The  neceflity  of  providing  fome  permanent  re- 
pofitory  for  the  royal  edidts,  induced  the  kings  of 
France  to  enroll  them  in  the  journals  of  their 
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courts  of  parliament ; and  the  members  of  thofe 
courts  foon  availed  themfelvcs  of  this  cuilom,  to 
difpute  the  legality  of  any  regulation  which  had 
not  been  thus  regiftered.  But  the  right  of  re- 
monftrating,  which  in  modern  times  has  been  af- 
ferted  with  fo  much  vigour,  only  feebly  appeared 
ip  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  Eleventh  ; and  during 
the  minority  of  his  fon,  Charles  the  Eighth,  when 
the  duke  of  Orleans  difputed  the  regency  with 
the  lady  of  Beaujeu,  and  endeavoured  to  allure 
the  parliament  of  Paris  to  fupport  his  pretenfions, 
in  oppofition  to  the  determination  of  the  States- 
General,  the  prefident  of  that  court  replied,  “ that 
“ it  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  parliament  folely  to 
“ adminifter  juftice  to  the  people;  and  that  war, 

,f  the  management  of  the  revenue,  and  the  go-  * 
f<  vernment  of  the  king,  were  not  within  their 

province  and  he  ttrongly  recommended  to 
the  duke,  to  reftrain  himfelf  within  the  limits  of 
his  allegiance,  and  not  to  interrupt  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  kingdom. 

But  this  moderation  was  of  ftiort  duration.  As 
the  influence  of  theStates-General  diminifhed,  that 
of  the  parliament  daily  increafed ; the  court  of 
peers,  refigning  its  feparate  claim  ofjurifdiffion? 
was  blended  with  it ; and  the  kings  of  France, 
by  holding  their  fuprernc  beds  of  juftice  in  this 
fourty  fnvefted  it  with  the  fupremc  authority  qf 
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the  (late  both  in  civil  and  criminal  affairs.  The 
encroachments  of  the  fee  of  Rome  firft  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  parliament ; and  in  the  j;eign 
of  Francis  the  Firft,  fome  ftrong  temonftrances 
were  prelented  againft  the  mifmanagement  of  the 
finances,  and  the  impious  rapacity  which  had 
ftripped  St.  Martin  of  the  filver  rails  that  had 
been  beftowed  on  his  fhrine  by  Lewis  the  Ele- 
venth. 

In  the  tranfient  and  feeble  reign  of  Francis  the 
Second,  when  the  progrefs  of  the  reformed  reli- 
gion awakened  the  fears  of  the  moft  zealous  ca- 
tholics, and  afforded  a pretence  to  the  ambition 
of  the  houfe  of  Lorrain,  the  members  of  the  par. 
liament  were  fummoned  to  deliver  their  opinions 
on  religious  toleration  ; and  the  lords  of  the  coun- 
cil and  the  Guiles  mutually  agreed  to  refer  the 
decifton  of  this  important  cjueftion  to  that  court. 
After  long  and  warm  debates,  the  majority  of  the 
parliament,  by  an  edid,  eflablilhed  the  authority 
of  the  Roman  or  apoftolic  church  ; they  declared 
the  adminiftration  of  any  other  religious  rites  ca- 
pita] crimes,  and  the  judgment  of  them  was  left 
to  the  provincial  courts.  Heretical  opinions  were 
configncd  to  the  ecclefiaftical  tribunals ; but  the 
power  of  punching  the  culprits  remained  with 
the  fecular  magiftrates,  who  were  reftrided  from 
pronouncing  a feverer  fentence  than  banilhment. 

When 
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When  Charles  the  ninth,  the  brother  and  fuc- 
ceflor  of  Francis,  on  the  fatal  eve  of  St  Bartho- 
lomew, involved  the  unfufpedting  Hugonots  in 
one  promifeuous  maffacre,  and  ftained  the  me- 
mory of  his  reign  with  indelible  infamy,  the  court 
of  parliament  praifed  the  prudence  of  the  king, 
who  declared  in  that  court,  that  he  had  only  an- 
ticipated the  defigns  of  Coligny  and  the  proteft- 
ants  againft  his  own  perfon ; yet  the  prefident,  de 
Thou,  could  not  forbear  adding,  K That  if  the 
confpiracy  of  Coligny  was  real,  he  ought  to- 
“ have  been  proceeded  againft  legally.” 

In  the  fubfequent  reign  of  Henry  the  Third, 
when  France  was  agitated  by  the  ambition  of 
the  houfe  of  Lorratn,  and  the  formidable  confe- 
deracy of  the  League,  the  parliament  maintained 
pure  and  unfhaken  their  allegiance  to  their  fove* 
reign.  On  the  aflaffination  of  the  duke  of  Guife, 
the  capital  was  fubje&ed  to  the  licentious  caprice 
©f  the  council  of  fixteen ; and  Harlai,  the  prefi- 
dent of  the  parliament,  with  Meflis.  de  Thou 
and  Potier,  who  had  incurred  the  difplcafurc  of 
the  zealous  leaguers,  were  by  the  triumphant  fac- 
tion committed  to  the  Baftilc.  A,  more  unfortu- 
nate fate  awaited  the  prefident  Briflon,  who  after 
die  aflaffination  of  Henry  the  Third,  had  endea- 
voured to  awake  the  loyalty  of  the  Parifians  to- 
wards Henry  the  Fourth,  and  was  executed,  with- 
5 out 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE; 


7« 

out  the  form  of  trial,  by  a fentence  of  the  coun- 
cil of  fixteen. 

When  that  monarch  recovered  his  capital,  he 
reftored  the  parliament  to  its  dignity  and  free- 
dom; and  thofc  cdiCts  which  had  been  extorted 
by  the  power  of  the  league,  againft  himfclf  and 
his  predecefior,  were  formally  annulled.  But 
when  Henry  himfclf,  grateful  for  the  former  fer- 
vices  of  the  proteftants,  whofc  religious  tenets 
he  had  abjured,  in  the  ediCt  of  Nantz,  which  was 
regiftered  in  parliament,  granted  to  the  reformed 
per  million  to  afiemble  at  what  place  and  at  what 
time  they  pleafed,  to  admit  foreigners  into  their 
fynods,  and  at  pleafure  to  quit  the  kingdom  to 
join  foreign  fynods,  the  parliament  hefitated  not 
to  remonftrate  againft  a conceftion  fo  dangerous 
to  the  royal  authority.  The  fovereign  iirtened 
with  pleafure  to  the  language  of  loyalty;  but  the 
reformed  were  entitled  to  his  confidence  ; he  wiih- 
ed  to  extinguilh  the  rancour  between  the  proteft- 
ants  and  catholics  by  a generous  toleration ; and 
he  compelled  the  parliament  reluctantly  to  regif- 
tcr  the  ediCt. 

On  the  death  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  the  par- 
liament confirmed  the  title  of  his  widow  to  the 
regency,  during  the  minority  of  Lewis  the  Thir- 
teenth. Even  after  that  prince  came  of  age  to 
affume  the  reins  of  government,  they  vindicated 
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their  authority  againft  the  duke  d’Epernon,  who 
had  prefumed  to  releafe  by  force  a foldier  from 
the  pril'on  of  St.  Germain.  The  king,  partial  to 
the  duke,  commanded  the  parliament  to  difcon- 
tinue  their  proceedings;  the  parliament  obeyed  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  they  determined  to  flop  the 
adminiftration  of  jultice,  till  they  had  received  fa- 
tisfadtion  for  this  intuit  to  their  body ; and  though 
the  king  difapproved  their  refolution,  the  duke 
d’Epernon  was  at  length  compelled  to  a perfonal 
fubmifiion. 

But  when  the  commanding  genius  of  Riche- 
lieu guided  the  counfels  of  his  fovereign,  the  par- 
liament were  taught  to  refpedt  the  voice  of  a 
matter  : Their  mediation  in  favour  of  the  queen 
mother  was  feverely  reproved,  and  they  were  re- 
duced, at  Metz,  to  implore  the  pardon  of  intuit- 
ed majcfly;  By  acquiefcing  in  the  defires  of  the 
court  in  difTolving  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  the  brother  of  the  king,  with  Margaret 
of  Lorrain,  they  reconciled  tbemfelves  to  the 
haughty  cardinal;  yet  unmindful  of  their  late  hu- 
miliation, they  again  expofed  themfelves  to  his 
refentment  by  refilling  the  eltablilhment  of  the 
French  Academy;  and  though  their  oppofition 
was  ineffectual,  that  minilter  ever  after  regarded 
them  with  jealoufy  and  averlion. 

The  death  of  the  cardinal  was  foon  fuccceded 
by  that  of  Lewis  the  Thirteenth  ; and  the  mino- 
rity 
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rity  of  his  fon  was  entrufted  to  the  care  of  thtf 
queen  mother,  Anne  of  Auftria.  That  princefs 
called  to  the  fupreme  diredion  of  affairs  the  car- 
dinal Mazarin,  and  the  nation  fubmitted  with  re- 
luctance to  the  authority  of  a foreigner  and  a 
prieft.  The  parliament  availed  themfelves  of  the 
general  indignation  to  {hake  off  the  fetters  which 
Richelieu  had  impofed,  and  to  affume  powers  un- 
known before.  Some  vexatious  edids  which  they 
refufed  to  regifter,  was  the  fignal  of  public  re- 
volt ; the  queen,  to  enforce  obedience,  arreited 
feveral  of  the  councilors;  and  the  people  efpouf- 
ing  the  caufe  of  the  parliament,  whom  they  con- 
fidered  as  their  champions  againfl  an  oppreflive 
minifter,  tumultuoufly  afi'cmbled  in  arms,  and 
barricadoed  the  (Ireets.  The  court,  alarmed  at 
their  hoftile  appearance,  reftored  the  members  of 
the  parliament  to  their  freedom;  and  foon  after 
abandoned  a capital  which  it  could  no  longer  go- 
vern. For  four  fucceftivc  years  the  parliament 
alternately  oppofed  the  authority  of  the  regent, 
and  launched  its  edids  againft  the  princes  of  the 
blood.  Amidlt  every  fpecics  uf  anarchy  and  ci- 
vil. commotion,  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  attained 
the  age  fixed  for  his  majority  ; he  appeared  in  his 
parliament,  boldly  reprimanded  their  prefump- 
tion,  and  banifhtd  thole  members  whofe  adi- 
vity  had  rendered-  them  mod  confpicuous.  The 
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reft  of  the  aflembly  fubmitted  to  the  mandates  of 
their  fovercign ; they  cancelled  the  obnoxious 
edicts  againft  Mazarin  ; they  received  that  minif- 
ter  with  every  mark  of  regard  and  approbation  ; 
and  during  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  the 
parliament  of  Paris  wras  content  to  adminifter 
juftice  in  obfequious  fdence. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  reign  of  that  mo- 
narch, fome  feeble  murmurs  efcaped  them  againft 
the  bull  Unigenitus,  which  they  confidered  as 
an  infringement  on  the  liberties  of  the  Gallican 
church  ; but  no  fooner  had  Lewis  expired,  than 
the  parliament  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
efcapirg  from  that  fubjedtion  in  which  he  had 
held  them  ; and,  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  de- 
ceafed  monarch,  they  veiled  the  foie  power  of 
the  regency  in  the  hands  of  the  duke  of  Orleans. 
Yet  the  freedom  of  their  expoftulations  with  that 
prince  on  the  ruinous  fyftem  of  Law,  determined 
him  to  difmifs  them  to  Pontoife;  and  they  were 
compelled  to  purchafe  their  recall  by  the  mod 
degrading  concdlions.  We  have  fince  beheld 
them,  on  the  refumption  of  the  bull  Unigenitus, 
refilling  Lewis  the  Fifteenth  in  the  plenitude  of 
his  power  ; and  though  repeatedly  baniihed,  yet 
conllantlv  recalled,  and  gathering  from  each  fall, 
increafe  of  vigour. 

From  the  time  of  Philip  the  Fair  the  parlia- 
vol.  m.  G menc 
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ment  of  Paris  advanced  rapidly,  and  continually 
gathered  ftrength  in  its  progrefs.  In  the  different 
and  mod  flourilhing  cities  of  France,  other  par- 
liaments, on  a fimilar  principle,  were  gradually 
erefted ; but  though  we  have  traced  the  coun- 
fellors  of  law  thus  elevating  themfelves  to  the 
higheft  and  nobleft  office  of  government,  and  dif- 
penfing  juftice  in  the  fupreme  court  of  the  king- 
dom, yet  the  notions  of  honour  peculiar  to  the 
Gothic  nations  precluded  them  from  being  enno- 
bled by  their  places  : they  were  officially  affoci- 
ated  with  peers,  and  had  fat  in  judgment  on 
princes  of  the  blood ; yet  for  feveral  centuries 
they  in  vain  ftruggled  to  obtain  admiffion  into 
the  order  of  nobility  ; and  it  was  not  till  the  reign 
of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  who  had  humbled  their 
power,  that  their  vanity  was  gratified  by  the  in- 
dulgence of  that  monarch,  whofe  edift  firft  enti- 
tled them  to  the  honours  and  privileges  of  the 

nobles. 
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Chapter  the  Fortieth. 


EXPULSION  OF  THE  JESUITS — REMONSTRANCE* 
OF  THE  PARLIAMENT  OF  PARIS — OF  ROUEN 

DEATH  OF  THEDAUPHIN — REMONSTRANCES 

OF  THE  PARLIAMENT  OF  BRITTANY  — LEWIS 
RECLAIMS  PROM  THE  POPE  THE  TERRITORIES 
OP  AVIGNON  AND  THE  VENAISSIN— CONQJTERS 

CORSICA MARRIAGE  OF  THE  DAUPHIN 

PROSECUTION  OF  THE  DUKE  d’aIGUILLON— 
DIFFERENCE  WITH  THE  PARLIAMENT  REVIVED 
—THE  MEMBERS  BANISHED NEW  TRIBU- 

NALS ESTABLISHED,  AND  NEW  LAWS  FRAMED 
— DIFFERENCE  WITH  THE  PRINCES  OF  THE 
BLOOD — GENERAL  DISCONTENT  OF  THE  PEO- 
PLE-DEATH OF  LEWIS  THE  FIFTEENTH. 


While  Lewis  funk  beneath  the  fortune 
and  genius  of  his  foreign  enemies,  the  parliament 
of  Paris  were  vigoroufly  engaged  in  purfuing  their 
triumph  over  their  domeftic  foes.  The  arts  and 
influence  of  the  Jefuits  had  obtained  and  enforced 
the  bull  Unigenitus ; and  their"  widory  had  been 
confidered  as  a dangerous  wound  to  the  dignity  of 
the  parliament.  But  that  order,  that  had  obtruded, 
G a itfelf 
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itfelf  into  the  cabinets  of  the  moft  powerful  po- 
tentates of  Europe,  that  had  attained  almoft  an  in- 
dependent fovereignty  in  America,  now  tottered 
on  the  brink  of  deftrudfion.  A confpiracy  which 
they  had  framed  and  encouraged  againft  the  life 
of  the  king  of  Poland,  excited  the  general  de- 
tection ; and  while  they  laboured  under  this  odi- 
um, fome  fraudulent  practices  to  which  their  ava- 
rice ftimulated  them  in  France,  completed  their 
difgrace,  and  expofed  them  to  the  feverity  of  the 
civil  law. 

La  Valette,  chief  of  their  miflionaries  at  Mar- 
tinico,  had  ever  fince  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle  carried  on,  for  the  benefit  of  his  fociety,  an 
extenfive  and  advantageous  commerce : by  his  in- 
genious and  bold  fpeculations,  he  had  augmented 
it  to  fuch  a degree  as  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the 
merchants  and  inhabitants  of  the  colony ; he 
formed  eftablifhmcnts  in  the  neighbouring  iflands, 
and  had  fadforics  at  Dominica,  Grenada*,  St. 
Lucia,  and  St.  Vincent;  he  drew  bills  of  ex- 
change upon  Marfeilles,  Nantz,  Lyons,  Paris, 
Cadiz,  Leghorn,  and  Amfterdam ; and  his  am- 
bition afpired  to  monopolize  the  trade  of  France 
in  the  Welt -Indies,  when  his  projects  were  blaft- 
ed  by  an  event  as  calamitous  as  it  was  unex- 
pedted.  ; 

His  veffels  laden  with  riches  went  over  the 
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feas  in  Security,  when  the  Englifh  commenced 
thofe  hoftilities  fatal  to  To  many  fpeculators,  and 
especially  to  the  brothers  Lionay  and  Gouffre, 
merchants  at  Marfeilles,  who,  in  expe&ation  of 
two  millions  of  merchandize,  had  accepted  notes 
to  the  amount  of  a million  and  an  half,  drawn 
by  the  Jefuits.  Stunned  by  this  heavy  blow, 
they  in  vain  implored  the  Support  of  the  Society 
of  JeSus ; that  order,  blind  to  its  real  intereft, 
was  either  deaf  to  their  intreaties,  or  too  tardy 
in  its  afliftance.  Before  their  courier  arrived, 
the  houSe  of  the  Liohays  flopped  payment,  and 
throughout  the  principal  commercial  towns  in 
France  involved  a multitude  of  unfortunate  per* 
Sons  in  their  ruin. 

Thofe  who  were  interested  as  fuf-  a.  D.  1761. 
ferers  in  the  failure  of  the  Lionays,  *762’ 
fought  for  indemnification  from  the  order  of  the 
Jefuits  ; they  alferted  that  La  Valette  had  aCted,  as 
a monk  indeed  necefiarily  mufl  do,  for  the  benefit 
of  his  Society ; and  on  the  refufal  of  the  order 
to  make  good  the  lofles  they  had  fuftained  in  their 
connection  with  their  agent,  they  carried  their 
caufe  before  the  parliament  of  Paris. 

That  aflembly  eagerly  feized  the  opportunity  of 
humbling  their  domeftic  enemies.  The  Jefuits 
were  every  were  cited  before  their  tribunals,  and 
ordered  to  do  juftice  to  their  creditors.  In  vain 
G 3 - did 
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did  they  urge  that  commerce  being  forbidden  to 
religious  orders  by  the  canons  of  the  church,  and 
by  thedaws,  the  engagements  of  La  Valettc  were 
perfonal,  and  ought  not  to  involve  the  ruin  of  a 
whole  fociety.  But  the  completion  of  their  errors 
was  the  giving  into  the  fnares  that  had  been  pre- 
pared for  them  by  their  adverfaries : thefe,  in 
order  to  prove  that  the  government  of  the  Jefuita 
was  defpotic  ; that  every  thing  was  fubrpitted  to 
the  power  of  the  general ; and  that  Father  de  la 
Valette  neither  was,  nor  could  be,  any  thing  elfe 
than  the  agent  of  the  fociety,  appealed  to  the 
conftitutions  of  the  order.  The  Jefuits  impru- 
dently accepted  the  challenge,  and  referred  to  the 
fame  authority  to  juftify  their  affertion,  that  the" 
fociety  had  no  property,  and  that  the  funds  be- 
longed to  the  feveral  houfes  or  colleges. 

The  myfterious  volume,  which  had  been  fa 
carefully  fecluded  from  the  light,  was  now  pro- 
duced in  open  court : it  was  found  to  contain  an 
admirable,  but  alarming  pidture  of  the  order; 
all  the  members  of  which  being  united  by  the 
conformity  of  their  morals,  and  the  refemblance 
of  their  dodtrine  and  manners,  fubmitted  irapli. 
citly  to  their  chief ; and  formed  a diftintt  body  in 
the  (late,  fubjedf  to  the  foie  controul  of  their  ge- 
neral, who  was  abfolutc  over  tbeir  adtions,  their 
fortunes,  and  their  lives. 

At 
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At  the  fame  time  it  was  difcovered,  that  from 
the  period  of  their  former  expulfion  they  had  again 
been  admited  into  the  kingdom  on  certain  con- 
ditions, which  they  had  never  fulfilled,  and  to 
which  their  general  had  obftinately  refufed  to 
fubfcribe ; fo  that  the  contract  between  this  re- 
ligious order  and  the  flute  had  never  been  com- 
pleted ; and  their  exiftcnce  in  France  was  the 
effeCt  only  of  toleration,  and  not  of  adoption. 

To  thel’c  fatal  difcoverics  were  added  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  marchioncfs  de  Pompadour,  and 
her  favourite  minifter.  The  marefchal  Belleille, 
who  had  entrufted  the  education  of  his  only  fon 
to  the  Jefuits,  died  before  the  conclufion  of 
the  peace ; and  to  his  influence  fucceeded  the 
duke  de  Choifeul,  a nobleman  who  difliked, 
and  was  honoured  by  the  hatred  of,  the  order. 
This  minifter,  of  an  aCtive  and  bold  turn  of  mind, 
endeavoured  to  effcCt  revolutions  not  only  in 
dates,  but  alfo  in  the  opinions  of  the  people; 
ftrongly  prepofiefled  in  favour  of  modern  phi- 
lofophy,  and  an  enemy  to  the  power  of  re- 
ligious communities,  his  fentiments  gave  weight 
to  the  proceedings  of  parliament : the  writings 
of  the  Jefuits  were  pronounced  to  contain  dodrines 
fubverfive  of  all  civil  government,  and  injurious 
to  the  fecurity  of  the  facred  perlbns  of  fovcrcigns : 
tfie  attempt  of  Damien  on  the  life  of  the  king 
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was  attributed  to  their  fuggeftions,  and  every  thing 
Teemed  to  foretel  their  fpeedy  diffolution. 

Yet  one  feeble  ray  of  hope  broke  in  upon  the 
gloom  from  the  profpe£fc  of  royal  favour ; and 
Lewis,  who  had  beheld  thelate  proceedings  wi^h  in- 
difference, was  now  allured  by  the  folicitations  of 
the  friends  to  the  fociety,  faintly  to  interpofe  in 
their  behalf.  The  royal  mandate,  for  the  fpace  of  a 
year,  averted  their  impending  defliny ; and  during 
that  period,  all  decifions  againft  the  fociety  were 
commanded  to  be  fufpended.  A plan  of  ac- 
commodation was  drawn  up,  and  lubmitted  to 
the  pope  and  the  general  of  the  order ; but  the 
latter,  at  this  critical  moment,- dilphyed  an  ill- 
timed  haughtinefs,  and  imprudent  inflexibility ; 

Let  them  ex'tji  as  they  were , or  not  exijl  at  all,” 
was  his  injudicious  anfwer.  The  indifference  of 
the  king  returned  ; the  activity  of  the  parliament 
was  rekindled  j and  the  decree  of  profeription 
immediately  enfued. 

The  parliament  declared  the  bulls,  briefs,  con- 
flitutions,  and  other  regulations  of  the  fociety 
called  of  Jefus,  to  be  encroachments  of  authority, 
and  abufes  of  government;  they  dilfolved  the  fo- 
ciety ; forbad  the  members  to  wear  the  habit  of 
the  order;  and  interdict'd  them  from  the  poflef- 
ffon  of  ar.y  prebends,  livings,  or  pulpits,  or  any 
other  clerical  or  municipal  offices.  Their  col- 
leges 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


89 


leges  were  feized;  their  effcdts  confifcated;  and 
the  king  joining  in  the  general  refentment,  fc- 
conded  the  decree  of  the  parliament,  by  an  edidk 
which  utterly  abolifhed  the  order  of  Jefuits 
throughout  his  dominions. 

But  the  king  of  France,  while  he 
repofcd  in  the  arms  of  beauty,  little  ' ' ’ 1 ' 
thought  that  in  joining  to  fupprefs  a religious 
order,  he  had  kindled  a flame  which  might  prove 
fatal  to  defpotic  government.  The  French  par- 
liament, elated  by  their  victory  over  ccclefiaflical 
tyranny,  now  attempted  to  let  bounds  to  the  p.b- 
folute  power  of  the  crown,  and  feemed  determined 
to  confine  it  within  the  limits  of  Jaw.  An  edift 
which  Lewis  iflued  for  the  continuance  of  fome 
taxes  which  were  to  have  ended  with  the  war, 
was  confidered  by  the  parliaments  as  an  unwar- 
rantable burthen  ; and  a fpcond  edidt,  which  ena- 
bled the  crown  to  redeem  its  debts  at  an  inade-? 
quate  price,  was  reprefented  as  a violation  of  the 
public  faith.  The  flame  rapidly  fpread  through 
the  kingdom  ; the  different  parliaments  ftrongly 
j,emonftrated  againfl,  and  ultimately  refuted  to  re- 
gifter,  the  edifts ; and  thole  of  Paris  and  Rouen 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  firm  and  ani- 
mated language.  “ The  fubjedt,”  faid  the  lat- 
ter, “ has  a right  to  the  eafieft  and  leaft  bur- 
*■  thenfome  method  of  contributing  to  the  wants 
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“ of  the  Rate.  This  right,  which  is  founded  in 
“ nature,  belongs  to  every  nation  in  the  world, 
“ whatever  may  be  its  form  of  government ; it  is 
“ principally  the  right  of  the  Francs;  and  in  a 
“ more  efpecial  manner  that  of  your  province  of 
“ Normandy.  The  Norman  charter  furndhes  on 
“ this  head  the  mod  refpedtable  monuments  of 
our  national  immunities,  and  of  the  justice  of 
“ the  kings,  your  auguft  predeceffors.  We  there 
“ find  that  no  tax  can  be  laid  on  your  fubjedts  of 
“ this  province,  unlefs  it  be  agreed  to  in  the  af- 
“ fembly  of  the  people  of  the  three  ejiates.  This 
“ charter  fubfifis  in  its  full  force ; it  makes  part  of 
“ your  people’s  rights,  which  you  fwore  to  maintain 
“ before  Him  by  whom  kings  reign.” 

From  the  fouth  they  echoed,  without  any  dimi- 
nution, the  voice  of  the  northern  parliaments ; 
and  that  of  Bourdeaux  hefitated  not  to  declare, 
that  it  was  their  duty  in  regiftering  an  edidf  to 
bear  witnefs  to  the  people  that  the  tax  was  juft, 
and  to  the  king,  that  his  people  are  ftill  able  tq 
furnifti  the  fupplies ; at  Thouloufe,  at  Grenoble, 
and  Befanqon,  they  purfued  the  fame  meafurcs, 
and  held  the  fame  language. 

A.  D.  1763.  The  court,  to  combat  this  oppofi- 
‘7^4*  tion,  Pent  down  the  different  governors 
of  the  provinces,  with  orders  in  the  king’s  name 
to  regifter  the  editfts  by  force,  and  to  caufe  them 
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to  be  obeyed.  The  duke  of  Fitz- James  accord- 
ingly repaired  to  Thouloufe,  the  duke  of  Har- 
court  to  Rouen,  and  Monfieur  Mefnil  to  Greno- 
ble. The  former  in  vain  fet  guards  upon  the 
houfes  of  the  principal  magiftrates,  and  menaced 
the  reft  with  the  farne  reftraint;  the  patriotic 
party  was  provoked  rather  than  intimidated  by 
this  rigour : the  neighbouring  parliament  of  Pro- 
vence cfpoufed  with  ardour  the  caufe  of  their 
brethren  of  Thouloufe ; they  declared,  that  by  the 
outrage  in  the  capital  of  Languedoc,  the  whole  na- 
tion, and  the  throne  itfelf,  was  wouDded  by  tyran- 
nical ads;  the  mmebers  of  the  parliament  of  Thou- 
loufe, animated  by  the  friendly  alfurances  of  Pro- 
vence, as  foon  as  they  could  alfemble,  came  to 
more  efledual  refolutions,  and  determined  to  ar- 
reft  their  governor,  though  ading  with  the  autho- 
rity and  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
crown,  and  to  proceed  againft  him  as  a criminal. 

The  duke  of  Harcourt  and  Monfieur  Mefnil, 
in  Rouen  and  Grenoble,  imitated  the  condud  of 
the  duke  of  Fitz-James,  and  were  encountered 
by  a fimilar  opposition  ; their  refpedive  parlia- 
ments commanded  their  bodies  to  be  feized,  and 
to  be  brought  to  the  pi  ifons  of  the  court ; and  in 
cafe  they  could  not  be  apprehended,  their  eftates 
and  effeds  were  to  be  confifcated,  or  put  under 
the  adminiftration  of  a legal  commifiary. 
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D 6 The  fatal  influence  of  the  marchio- 
nefs  of  Pompadour  had  terminated  with 
her  life ; and  amidft  thefe  convulfions,  the  dauphin 
of  France,  a prince  of  a pious  and  mild  difpofi- 
tion,  expired  in  the  thirty -feventh  year  of  his  age. 
Maria  Therefa,  the  infanta  of  Spain,  whom  he  had 
firft  efpoufcd,  died  in  child-bed  ; and  thedaughter 
of  which  lhe  was  delivered,  furvived  her  mother 
but  a Ihort  time.  His  fecund  marriage,  in  1747, 
with  Maria  Jofepha,  of  Saxony,  proved  more 
fruitful ; and  he  left  behind  him  three  fons,  the 
duke  of  Berri,  the  count  of  Provence,  and  the 
■count  of  Artois,  with  two  daughters.  The  king 
immediately  conferred  the  title  of  dauphin  on  the 
duke  of  Berri ; but  with  a proper  attention  to 
the  memory  of  his  deceafed  fon,  ordered  that  the 
dowager  dauphinefs  fhould  retain  precedence  of 
his  royal  highnefs. 

^ But  if  the  heart  of  Lewis  was  on 
' this  occafion  fenfible  of  paternal  emo- 
tions, the  cares  of  fovereignty  allowed  him  not 
to  indulge  his  forrows  in  retirement.  The  voice 
of  freedom  had  been  heard  through  the  different 
provinces  of  the  kingdom;  the  parliament  of 
Brittany  had  ryfufed  to  the  crown  a free  gift 
of  feven  hundred  thoufand  livres;  and  they  were 
flngled  out  to  experience  the  weight  of  the  royal 
vengeance.  The  old  parliament  was  diflolved ; 
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& hew  commiflion  of  fixty  members  was  appoint* 
ed  by  the  king  in  its  room ; and  a fevere  profe- 
cution  was  at  the  fame  time  carried  on  againft  the 
degraded  members  : But  in  the  inftant  that  fen* 
tence  was  to  have  pafled,  Lewis  prudently  flop- 
ped the  procefs,  and  endeavoured  to  conciliate 
the  affedtions  of  his  people,  by  publiihing  a ge- 
neral amnefty  in  their  favour. 

The  clemency  of  the  monarch  was  treated 
with  difclain  ; the  counfellors  of  the  parliament 
of  Brittany  refufed  to  refume  their  fun&ions ; 
and  alledged>  that  as  they  had  taken  an  oath 
to  their  parliament,  they  could  not  plead  be- 
fore the  commiffion  which  the  king  had  ap- 
pointed in  its  room.  Lewis,  enraged  at  their 
oppofition,  ordered  them  to  be  included  in  the 
lift  of  thofe  who  were  to  be  drafted  for  the  mi- 
litia ; fuch  as  the  lot  fell  on  were  immediately 
obliged  to  join  their  refpedlive  battalions,  and 
the  reft  were  employed  in  forming  the  city- 
guard. 

The  parliament  of  Paris  had  not  beheld  with 
indifference  the  fate  of  their  brethren  in  Brit- 
tany; they  had  applauded  their  condudt,  and 
exhorted  them  to  perfevere  in  their  oppofition. 
But  the  freedom  of  their  remonftrances  foon  drew 
upon  them  the  royal  cenfure;  Lewis  l'uddenly 
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appeared  in  the  capital,  prefented  himfelf  in  the 
public  court,  and  feverely  reprimanded  the  te- 
merity of  the  members  ; he  added,  with  the  dig- 
nity of  offended  majefty,  “ I will  not  fuffer  an 
“ affociation  to  be  formed  in  my  kingdom,  which 
“ might  grow  into  a confederacy  of  refiftance.” 
The  deputies  from  the  parliament  of  Rouen 
had  pointedly  reminded  the  lovereign  of  his  co- 
ronation oath,  and  infmuated  a com  pad:  between 
the  king  and  the  people.  The  anfwer  of  Lewig 
was  conveyed  in  the  drongeft  terms : “ The 
oath  that  I have  made,  not  to  the  nation, 
“ as  you  take  upon  you  to  fay,  but  to  God 
“ alone.”  This  diftindlion  proclaimed  his  de- 
termination to  fuffer  no  earthly  oppofition  to 
his  will ; the  parliaments  were  for  a moment 
awed  by  the  imperious  voice  of  the  monarch ; 
and  a tranfient  and  deceitful  calm  fucceeded  the 
hollow  murmurs  of  difeontent. 

A.  D.  1767.  From  curbing  the  free  and  daring 
*768.  fpjrits  of  his  parliaments,  Lewis  di- 
re&cd  his  attention  to  the  date  of  foreign  pow- 
ers. Poland  was  afflided  with  all  the  calami- 
ties that  attend  religious  rancour  and  civil  com- 
motion : The  di dance  of  that  country  precluded 
the  interference  of  France  ; and  her  king,  with 
fuperior  policy,  limited  his  views  to  Corfica, 
an  ifland  in  the  Mediterranean.  Previous  to 
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this  enterprise,  the  patrimony  of  St  Peter,  de- 
fended alone  by  fpiritual  arms,  was  doomed  to 
experience  the  more  formidable  weapons  of  the 
king  of  France.  On  the  refufal  of  the  pope  to 
recal  a brief  which  he  had  publilhed  againft  the 
duke  of  Parma,  Lewis  thought  proper  to  re- 
claim the  territories  of  Avignon  and  the  Ve- 
naiffin,  as  fiefs  belonging  to  him ; and  the  Ro- 
man pontiff,  having  no  troops  to  oppofe  him, 
could  only  denounce  againft  him  the  penalties 
incurred  by  thofe  who  feize  on  effe<£ts  belong- 
ing to  the  church.  But  the  thunders  of  the 
Vatican,  once  fo  terrible,  were  no  longer  re- 
garded; and  the  marquis  of  Rochecouart,  with 
the  regiment  of  Dauphine,  expelled  the  feeble 
train  of  the  pope;  and  received,  in  the  name 
of  the  king,  the  homage  and  fubmiffion  of  the 
people. 

But  far  different  preparations  were  a.  D.  176?. 
neceffary  to  bend  the  hardy  and  ftub-  1 < 69- 

born  natives  of  Corfica.  Thefe  had  refilled, 
with  manly  firmnefs,  the  oppreffive  councils  of 
the  Genoefe,  who  claimed  the  Sovereignty  of 
the  illand  by  right  of  conqueft.  But  Genoa, 
unable  to  Support  her  preteftfions,  transferred 
them  to  France,  on  condition  that  Lewis  ihoukl 
put  her  in  full  poffeffion  of  the  adjacent  illand 
•f  Capraia,  which  the  Corficans  had  lately  in- 
vaded 
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vaded  and  reduced.  To  execute  his  engage* 
ments,  powerful  armaments  were  fitted  out  by 
Lewis,  at  Antibes  and  Toulon;  twenty  battali- 
Qns  of  French  were  landed  in  Corfica ; and  the 
natives,  whole  free  fuffrages  had  fumrhoned  Paoli, 
one  of  their  principal  chiefs,  to  the  fuprenre  go- 
vernment of  the  ifland,  determined  to  defend 
their  liberties  to  the  utmoft.  A fharp  and  bloody 
war,  fuch  as  l'uited  the  inferior  numbers  of  the 
inhabitants  and  the  nature,  of  the  country,  was 
carried  on  in  all  the  faftnefies  and  mountainous 
parts  of  the  ifland.  And  it  was  not  till  after  the 
French  had  fatally  experienced,  in  two  fuccefiive 
campaigns,  the  cnthufiaftic  courage  which  ani- 
mates the  champions  of  Freedom,  that  they  over- 
whelmed by  their  fuperior  numbers  this  unfor- 
tunate people ; nor  had  Lewis  much  reafon  to 
triumph  in  an  acquifition,  to  attain  which  he  had 
facrificed  feveral  thoufands  of  his  braveft  troops, 
and  only  extended  his  dominion  over  a rugged 
and  unproductive  ifland* 

While  France  abroad  was  exhaufting  her  trea- 
fures  in  a ruinous  and  unprofitable  conflict,  at 
home  her  merchants  were  expofed  to  every  fpe- 
cies  of  failure  and  diltrefs.  Her  Eaft-lndia 
Company,  formerly  fo  flourifhing,  became  totally 
bankrupt ; the  moft  capital  commercial  houfes 
were  involved  in  the  fame  calamity ; and  the 
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defperate  manoeuvre  of  the  miniftcr,  the  duke  of 
Choifeul,  in  reducing  the  intcreft  of  the  public 
funds  to  one-half,  and  at  the  fame  time  taking 
away  the  benefit  of  furvivorfhip  in  the  tontines, 
increafed  the  general  gloom,  and  ftruck  at  the 
root  of  all  national  faith  and  credit. 

But  though  the  arms  of  Lewis  had  extinguiftv- 
ed  the  flame  of  freedom  in  Corfica,  in  France  it 
was  revived  by  the  breath  of  the  parliaments,  and 
cheriflied  with  a fond  regard  that  threatened  the 
moft  important  confequences.  An  edift  iflued  by 
the  king,  which  transferred  fome  new  and  extra- 
ordinary powers  to  the  grand  council,  was  ftre- 
nuoufly  oppofed  by  the  parliament  of  Paris  ; fix- 
ty-four  members  of  that  aflembly  voted  for  ut- 
terly abolifhing  that  council ; and  the  queftion 
was  only  loft  by  a majority  of  two,  though  all 
the  princes  of  the  blood  attended  to  fupport  the 
court,  and  the  duke  of  Choifeul  endeavoured  to 
overawe  the  independent  fpirit  of  the  patriotic 
party  by  continuing  in  the  aflembly  throughout 
the  debate. 

That  minifter,  wearied  with  ineffe&ual  ftrug- 
gles,  now  exerted  his  addrefs  to  conciliate  thofe 
whom  he  had  in  vain  attempt®  to  intimidate. 
Though  the  king  had  hitherto  refilled  the  folici- 
tations  of  his  people  to  reftore  the  parliament  of 
Brittany,  he  now  afpired  to  popularity  by  doing 
vol.  hi.  H of 
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of  his  accord,  that  which  he  had  been  vaihly  im- 
portuned  to  grant ; and  the  duke  de  Doras  was 
fent  into  that  province,  to  re-eflablilh  the  parlia- 
ment, and  to  recall  the  members  from  exile. 

But  a conccflion,  which  a fhort  time 
* I7/°’  fince  would  have  been  afcribed  to  the 
benignity  of  the  monarch,  was  now  attributed  to 
the  feats  of  the  court;  and  the  parliament  had 
fcarce  affembled  before  they  convinced  their  coun- 
trymen, that  oppreffion  had  confirmed  and  not  et- 
tinguifhcd  their  zeal  for  the  public  welfare.  The 
province  of  Brittany  had  long  groaned  beneath 
the  iron  rule  of  the  duke  d’Aiguillon,  and  for 
four  years  he  had  perfecuted  with  unremitting 
vengeance  M.  de  Chalotais,  the  attorney-general 
to  the  Parliament.  That  unfortunate  gentleman, 
whofe  genius,  learning,  and  integrity  merited  a 
better  fate,  had  oppofed  with  the  indignation  of  a 
virtuous  magiftrate,  the  oppreflive  meafures  of  th« 
duke  ; and  a malevolent  rage  of  the  haughty 
governor,  feconded  by  the  influence  of  the  coun- 
tefs  du  Barri,  the  new  and  favourite  miftrefs  of 
the  king,  whofe  confidence  he  had  acquired,  drove 
the  unhappy  objedl  of  his  enmity  into  exile;  pur- 
fued  him  from  dungeon  to  dungeon ; and  at  length, 
by  the  fubornation  of  falfe  witnefles  and  the  profli- 
gacy of  dependant  judges,  procured  againft  him 
a fentcncc  which  involved  hi*  life;  and  which  his 
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perfecutor  haftened  privately  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution. 

But  the  parliament  of  Brittany  had  received  in- 
telligence of  the  dark  defigns  of  their  governor ; 
the  humanity  of  the  duke  of  Choifeul  was  inte- 
refted  by  their  reprefentations ; and  an  order  in 
favour  of  M.  de  Chalotais  arrived  time  enough 
to  (top  the  hand  of  the  executioner,  which  was 
already  armed  againft  his  life.  The  refcue  of 
that  gentleman  laid  open  a fcene  of  the  blackeft 
iniquity ; and  the  parliament  of  Brittany,  pofleffed 
of  new  proofs,  commenced  a procefs  againft  the 
duke  d’Aiguillon,  whofe  trial  was  conducted  in 
the  prefence  of  the  king,  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
the  peers,  and  the  parliament  of  Paris.  Before 
thefe  judges  the  written  proceedings  carried  on 
againft  M.  de  Chalotais  were  produced,  and  dif- 
clofed  fuch  a complicated  fyftem  of  guilt  and 
cruelty,  as  exceeded  whatever  could  have  been 
furmifed. 

It  was  amidft  thefe  domeftic  difquietudes  that 
the  dauphin  received  the  hand  of  Maria  Anto- 
nietta,  filter  to  the  emperor  of  Germany.  But 
even  thefe  nuptials,  that  promifed  to  cement  the 
alliance  of  France  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  were 
attended  with  events  the  mod  inaufpicious  : The 
erbwd  that  haftened  to  be  fpedtators  of  the  fire- 
works, tumultuoufly  preffed  upon  each  other; 
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thofe  who  were  foremofl  were  borne  down  by  the 
weight  of  increafing  numbers  behind,  and  it  is 
fuppofed  feveral  hundreds  perilhed  in  the  fatal 
confufion ; yet  even  this  lofs,  fevere  as  it  was, 
could  not  divert  the  public  attention  from  the 
profecution  of  the  duke  d’Aiguillon. 

But  at  the  moment  that  tire  nation  await- 
ed the  decifion  of  this  important  caufe,  Lewis 
thought  proper,  by  a violent  exertion  of  power, 
to  put  a total  ftop  to  the  whole  courfe  of  juf- 
tice,  and  to  all  further  enquiries  into  the  conduit 
of  the  duke.  At  the  fame  time,  confcious  of 
their  fentiments,  he  forbade  the  princes  of  the 
blood  from  attending  the  parliament.  A proce- 
dure fo  inconfiftent  with  the  rights  of  the  peerage 
was  openly  reprobated  by  the  prince  of  Conti ; 
and  the  partiality  which  the  king  evidently  dif- 
played  towards  the  duke  d'Aiguillon,  could  not 
reprefs  the  determined  refolution  of  the  parlia- 
ments againft  him.  That  of  Paris  prohibited 
him  from  exercifing  the  functions  of  his  peerage, 
till  his  character  was  cleared  by  an  open  trial ; 
and  though  the  king  annulled  their  arret  by  his 
abfolute  authority,  they  maintained  their  refolu- 
tion with  incredible  firmnefs,  and  their  remon- 
ftrances  were  feconded  by  the  representations  of 
the  princes  and  peers ; who  complained  that  tllfeir 
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honour  was  facrificed,  and  the  rights  of  the  peer- 
age annihilated. 

The  other  parliaments  were  not  behind  in  vi- 
gour or  refolution  to  that  of  Paris ; but  the 
general  deteftation  that  purfued  the  duke  d’Ai- 
guillon,  feemed  only  to  increafe  the  attachment 
of  his  royal  mailer;  and  Lewis,  after  having  le- 
verely  reprimanded  the  parliament  of  Paris  for 
their  temerity,  ordered  two  of  their  members  to 
be  arrefted,  and  fent  to  the  caftle  of  Vinoennes; 
yet  the  reft,  initead  of  being  intimidated  by  this 
feverity,  ftill  difplayed  an  aftoniihing  magnani- 
mity, and  perfevered  in  repeated  depuaations  and 
remonftrances. 

At  length  the  king  arrived  fuddenly  at  Paris, 
and  having  furrounded  with  his  guards  the  par- 
liament, entered  the  allembly,  reproached  the 
members  in  the  fevereft  terms,  difmift'ed  the  two 
chambers  of  Inquefts  and  Requefts,  and  ordered 
all  proceedings  againft  the  duke  d’Aiguillon  to 
be  erafed  from  their  regifters.  The  parliament, 
however,  ftill  continued  to  all's mble,  and  obferved 
that  the  late  a&s  of  arbitrary  power,  both  againft 
the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  left  no 
room  to  doubt  that  a premeditated  defign  was 
harboured  to  change  the  form  of  government; 
and  that  though  they  Ihould  for  a while  poftpone 
their  deliberations,  they  proclaimed  their  refolu- 
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tion  ftill  to  perfevere  in  carrying  truth  to  the  foot 
of  the  throne. 

Meafures  equally  violent  were  adopted  againft 
the  provincial  parliaments.  That  of  Brittany  was 
furprifed  by  the  intrufion  pf  a major  general, 
who  produced  lettres  de  cachet  for  the  firft  presi- 
dent, folicitor  general,  and  regifter,  and  comr 
pelled  them  by  an  armed  force  to  erafe  from  their 
regifters  the  arrets  obnoxious  to  the  court.  The 
members,  however,  aflembled  foon  after,  and  iffu- 
ed  a ftrong  proteft  againft  this  aft  of  power,  which 
they  pronounced  in  the  higheft  degree  to  be  arbi- 
trary and  illegal. 

At  Metz,  marefchal  d'Armentieres  entered  the 
parliament  houfe  at  the  head  of  eight  companies 
of  grenadiers,  tore  to  pieces  feveral  of  the  arret?, 
and  banilhed  the  mod  diftinguifhed  members; 
Befanqon  was  infulted  by  a Similar  inftance  qf 
military  violence ; yet  Rouen  ftill  perfevered  in 
its  deputation,  and  its  complaints  were  echoed  by 
the  chamber  of  aids  at  Paris ; who  after  in  vain 
Seeking  accefs  to  the  throne,  to  the  amazement 
and  confufion  of  the  court,  printed  its  remon- 
ftrance. 

The  difeontent  of  the  populace,  who  looked 
up  with  admiration  to  the  patriotifm  andjierojc 
firmnefs  of  the  parliaments,  was  increafed  by  a 
dearth  whiph  prevailed  this  year  throughout  the 
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kingdom.  A fcanty  fupply  was  procured  by 
opening  the  ports,  and  permitting  foreigners  as 
well  as  natives  to  import,  or  export  corn  at  will, 
without  any  retrofpetl  to  the  price  for  which  it 
might  have  been  fold  during  the  continuance  in 
the  ports : but  though  this  regulation  might  al- 
leyiatc  the  public  mifery,  yet  fo  fatal  were  the 
ravages  of  famine,  that  in  Limofin  and  Marche 
only,  four  thpufand  perfons  are  fuppofed  to  have 
perifhed. 

The  monarch,  imnaerfed  in  fenfuality,  heard 
with  indifference  the  cries  of  his  people ; but 
he  liltened  with  more  refped  to  the  folicitations 
of  his  miflrefs,  the  countefs  du  Barri.  The  hatred 
of  that  lady  to  the  duke  de  Choifeuil  was  cop- 
ftant  and  undifguifed ; and  her  royal  lover,  amidft 
the  blandifhments  of  amorous  intercourfe,  was 
incefiantly  urged  to  difmifs  the  obnoxious  minif- 
ter.  But  whatever  promifes  were  drawn  from 
the  eafy  king  in  the  hours  of  dalliance,  were 
repeatedly  revoked  on  refleftion ; and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  duke  of  Choifeul  might  Bill  have 
retained  his  poft,  had  not  the  imprudence  of  his 
After,  and  his  own  enterpnfing  genius,  precipi- 
tated his  downfall. 

The  pride  of  the  duchefs  dft  Grammont  was 
feverely  mortified  by  the  afcendancy  of  the  count- 
efs du  Barri ; though  neither  young  nor  handfome, 
fhe  had  afpired  to  the  royal  bed,  and  hoped  to 
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confirm,  by  her  influence  as  miftrefs  to  the  king, 
the  power  to  which  her  brother  had  attained  as 
minifler.  This  profpedt  was  blafted  by  the  fond  i 
attachment  of  Lewis  to  his  new  favourite;  and 
the  duchefs,  inftead  of  remaining  at  Verfailles, 
and  endeavouring  fecretly  to  undermine  her  ene- 
mies, gave  open  vent  to  her  indignation  ; the  in- 
flamed the  parliaments  of  the  different  provincial 
towns ; and  in  a progrefs  through  France,  afl'ured 
them,  that  in  their  remonftrances  to  the  crown, 
they  would  be  fupported  by  the  duke  of  Choi- 
feul. 

But  the  impetuofity  of  that  minifler  plunged 
him  into  a more  fatal  error.  The  court  of  Spain 
had  already  formed  defigns  againft  Port  Egmont, 
a fettlement  on  one  of  the  Malouine  Wlands,  and 
poflefled  by  the  Englilh.  The  duke  of  Choifeul, 
who  had  with  impatience  fubmitted  to  the  tri- 
umphs of  that  people,  afl'ured  the  cabinet  of  Ma- 
drid that  Lewis  would  firmly  maintain  the  union 
of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  the  engagements 
that  he  had  contracted  by  the  Family  Compadt. 
The  intrigues  of  the  duke  could  not  long  be  kept 
fecret  from  the  king ; he  heard  with  aftonifhment 
the  prefumption  of  that  ftatefman,  who  had  ha- 
zarded an  anfwer  of  fuch  importance  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  crown ; he  trembled  at  the 
thoughts  of  war,  and  at  duties  which  muft  ob- 
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♦rude  upon  hours  which  he  had  devoted  to  plea- 
fure;  he  was  ftill  embarafied  by  the  renion- 
ftrances  of  his  parliaments;  and  he  determined 
to  get  rid  of  a minifter  whom  he  fufpeded  of  too 
much  complacency  towards  thofe  affemblies. 
The  count  de  St.  Florentin,  lately  created  duke 
de  la  Vrilliere,  was  appointed  to  carry  him  the 
fatal  lettre  de  cachet,  which  was  couched  in  the 
following  terms : “ the  diffatisfadtion  I experi- 
“ ence  in  your  fervices,  obliges  me  to  banilh 
“ you  to  Chanteloup,  where  you  will  repair  id 
“ twenty-four  hours.  I would  have  fent  you 
**  much  further,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  parti- 
“ cular  efteem  I have  for  the  duchefs  de  Choi- 
“ feul,  in  whofe  welfare  I am  much  interefted. 
“ Be  careful  that  your  condudt  does  not  force 
4t  me  to  take  fome  other  ftep ; and  I pray  God 
“ to  keep  you  in  his  holy  protection.” 

<.  The  duke  of  Choifeul  found  fome 
compenfation  for  the  lofs  of  royal  fa-  " ” *77  ' 
vour  in  the  approbation  of  the  public  ; and  he  re- 
tired with  the  acclamations  of  the  people  at  large. 
But  his  retreat  fecured  not  the  fubmiffion  of  the 
parliaments  of  France;  and  thofe  affemblies, 
though  deprived  of  the  fupport  that  they  had 
looked  up  to,  ftill  maintained  a condudt  equally 
firm  and  honourable.  The  members  long  with- 
ftood  the  royal  edidt,  by  which  they  were  to  ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge  themfelves  obliged  in  future  to  regiftep 
all  the  edifts  of  the  king,  even  againft  their  own 
rcmonftrances.  The  prclence  of  the  monarch  at 
Jength  compelled  them  to  enter  on  their  journals 
the  fatal  edift ; but  in  their  next  affembly  the 
parliament  of  Paris  complained  of  it  as  an  aft 
of  force,  and  appointed  a deputation  to  the  king 
to  entreat  him  to  withdraw  it.  Their  language 
on  this  occafion  was  bold,  firm,  and  animated : 
“ Your  edift.  Sire,  is  deftruftive  of  all  kjw ; 
“ your  parliament  is  charged  to  maintain  the 
“ law ; and  the  law  perifhing,  they  Ihould  perifh 
**  with  it : thefe  are,  Sire,  the  laft  words  of  your 

parliament.” 

Lewis,  enraged  at  their  perfeverance,  now  yield- 
ed to  the  mofl  violent  councils,  and  prepared  to 
fupport  his  authority  by  the  mofl  deftfive  maa- 
fures  : the  members,  in  the  dead  of  night,  were 
waked  in  their  beds  by  parties  of  the  guards, 
who  prefented  to  each  of  them  a lettre  de  cachet, 
which  enjoined  them  to  declare  whether  they  would 
refume  the  adminiflration  pfjuflice,  which  they 
had  abandoned,  or  perfifl  in  their  refufal.  Though 
in  the  moment  of  confufion  a few  were  furprifed 
into  acquiefccnce,  yet  thefe  foon  retrafted  : they 
were  commanded  to  attend  at  court,  to  receive 
their  diflniflion  ; and  maintaining,  even  in  the 
prefence  of  the  fovereign,  the  fame  decent  but  in- 
flexible 
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flexible  firmnefs,  the  whole  body  of  the  parlia- 
ment was  banilhed  from  the  capital. 

The  chief  author  of  a conduct  fo  daring  and 
odious,  was  the  chancellor  de  Maupeou ; a man 
who  had  afcended  to  power  by  the  practice  of 
every  fpecies  of  fraud  and  deceit,  and  who  {hared 
with  the  duke  d’Aiguillon  the  public  hatred.  At 
his  fuggeftion  a temporary  tribunal  was  ereded,  at 
which  the  lawyers  of  the  crown  were  compelled  to 
a ffift  ; but  this  phantom  of  a parliament,  and  thp 
hopes  of  the  people  that  the  old  one  woplc}  be 
reftored,  were  foon  extinguifhed.  The  king,  at 
the  laft  bed  of  juftice  that  he  held,  iffue4  three 
edicts ; the  firft  for  the  difl'olution  of  the  prefcnt 
parliament ; the  fecond  for  the  fupprelfion  of  the 
Court  of  Aids  ; and  the  third  for  the  transforma- 
tion of  the  Grand  Council  into  a new  parliament. 
The  kipg  clofed  the  affembly  with  thefe  decifive 
words:  “You  have  juft  heard  my  intentions; 
“ it  is  my  will  that  they  (hould  be  executed.  I 
“ command  you  to  begin  your  fundions  next 
f*  Monday  ; my  chancellor  will  go  to  inftal  you. 
“ I forbid  all  deliberations  contrary  to  my  will, 
If  and  all  rcprefentations  in  favour  of  the  ancient 
“ parliament;  for  I will  never  change,”  Soon  after 
the  king  declared  that  the  jurifdidion  of  the  new 
parliament,  which  reached  from  Lyons  to  Arra$, 
Was  too  extenfiye  ; he  now  divided  it  into  fix  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  parts ; each  court  was  to  have  a fimilaf 
jurifdidtion,  and  to  be  held  at  Anas,  Lyons, 
Clermont,  Blois,  Poi&iers,  and  Paris;  a new 
code  of  laws,  which  had  been  framed  by  the 
chancellor,  was  alfo  prefented  and  approved;  and 
meafures  accordingly  taken  for  carrying  them  into 
execution. 

The  parliament  of  Rouen  had  not  beheld  in 
filence  the  fate  of  their  brethren  at  Paris ; they 
declared  the  new  parliament  ufurpers,  and  ene- 
mies of  the  ftate,  and  flridtly  forbad  the  acknow- 
ledgment or  execution  of  any  of  their  arrets. 
The  court  was  awed  by  the  danger  of  a conteft 
with  the  powerful  and  higb-fpirited  duchy  of 
Normandy  ; and  it  is  furmifed  that  the  generous 
refufal  of  the  duke  of  Harcourt  to  command  the 
troops  intended  to  crufh  that  province,  induced 
Lewis  to  relinquifh  the  violent  meafures  that  he 
meditated.  But  the  fame  refpedt  was  not  paid 
to  the  parliaments  of  Befantjon,  Bourdeaux,  Aix, 
Thouloufe,  and  Brittany  ; thefe  were  totally  fup- 
preffed,  the  members  driven  into  exile,  and  new 
parliaments  ere&ed  in  the  room  of  the  old. 

Tire  public  difeontent  at  the  fuppreffion  of 
their  ancient  parliaments  was  not  leflened  by  the 
appointment  of  the  duke  d’Aiguillon  to  the  poft 
of  minifter  for  foreign  affairs.  That  nobleman, 
by  the  friendfhip  of  the  countcfs  du  Barri,  and 

the 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


i&9 

the  dilhonourabie  interpofition  of  the  royal  au- 
thority, had  eluded  the  fword  of  Juftice  j and  it 
was  the  ftrong  expreffion  of  the  duke  of  Briffac, 
a nobleman  of  a lively  and  romantic  difpofition, 
“ that  he  had  indeed  faved  his  head , hut  that  bis 
“ neck  had  been  twijied .”  He  was  now  preferred 
to  an  office  of  the  higheft  importance;  and  the 
king,  by  conftant  marks  of  favour,  feemed  de- 
firous  on  every  occafion  of  triumphing  over  the 
feelings  of  his  people. 

Yet  the  infenfibility  of  Lewis  was  A.  D.  1771, 
not  entirely  proof  againft  one  inftance  *77*- 
of  oppofition : the  princes  of  the  blood  had 
ftrongly  protefted  againft  the  late  innovations; 
and  their  firmnefs  had  drawn  upon  them  the 
king’s  indignation;  they  were  forbid  to  appear 
in  the  royal  prefence,  and  ultimately  banifhed 
from  court;  but  thefe  illuftrious  perfons  ill 
brooked  their  exile  from  feenes  of  gaiety  and 
magnificence  ; with  the  life  of  the  count  of  Cler- 
mont their  fortitude  expired  ; they  languifhed  to 
return  to  the  circle  of  royal  pleafures ; and  the 
king,  who  beheld  the  luftre  of  his  court  clouded 
during  their  abfence,  accepted,  with  pleafure, 
their  overtures  of  accommodation. 

The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  faw  with  re- 
gret the  duke  d’Aiguillon,  as  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs,  pofleffed  of  a poll  to  which  their  vyilhes 
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were  incefTantly  recalling  the  dtrkc  of  ChoifeuI : 
and  the  new  fecretary,  though  not  deftitute  of 
capacity,  yet  fullered  the  partition  of  Poland 
to  be  concluded  againft  the  evident  intereft  of 
France.  Lewis  himfelf  was  fo  ftruck  at  the 
firft  intelligence  of  thfe  event,  that  he  could  not 
"help  exclaiming,  “ Alas  ! if  ChoifeuI  had  been 
41  here,  this  would  flot  have  happened.”  But 
this  tranfieht  emotibn  foon  fubfided  in  the  arms 
of  the  countcfs  du  Barri ; and  the  revolution  of 
Stockholm,  accomplilhed  under  the  aufpices  of 
France,  which  overthrew  the  power  of  the  arif* 
tocracy,  and  eftablifhed  the  authority  of  the 
fovereign,  reftored  the  reputation  of  the  duke 
d’Aiguillom  , 

Delivered  from  the  remonftrances  of  his  par- 
liament, and  devoted  to  voluptuoufnefs,  the 
hours  of  Lewis  feemed  to  glide  in  condant 
enjoyment ; the  chancellor  de  Maupcou  took 
care  that  all  money  edifts  were  regiftered  ; and 
the  inventive  fpirit  of  finance,  by  opprefling 
the  people,  liberally  fupplied  the  profufion  of 
the  court.  The  holy  deference  of  the  king 
for  the  fee  of  Rome  was  foothed  by  ceding 
to  Pope  Ganganelli,  Avignon,  and  the  county 
of  Venaifiin,  which  had  been  re-claimed  in  the 
adminiftration  of  the  duke  of  ChoifeuI.  The 
marquis  of  Monteynard  was,  by  the  intrigues 
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of  the  jduke  d’Aiguillon,  difmified  From  the 
War  department;  and  the  latter  nobleman,  by 
the  fond  partiality  of  the  fovereign,  was  invefted 
with  the  fpoils  of  the  difgraced  minifter. 

But  in  the  moment  of  fatiety,  the 
mind  of  Lewis  (fill  appeared  im-  ' ' 
prefled  with  fettled  melancholy;  the  fudden  death 
of  the  marquis  de  Chauvelin,  the  companion  of 
his  fenfual  excefles,  ftrongly  affcfted  him ; and 
the  fubfequent  fate  of  marefchal  d’Armentieres, 
who  expired  in  a fimilar  manner,  and  who  was 
nearly  the  fame  age  as  the  monarch,  increafed  his 
gloomy  fenfations.  He  was  fenfible  of  the  daily 
diminution  of  his  ftrength ; even  the  charms  of 
the  countefs  du  Barri  could  no  longer  excite  de- 
fire ; and  though  that  lady  ftill  retained  her  in- 
fluence, new  obje&s  were  requifite  to  rouze  the 
languid  powers  of  the  king4  To  provide  thefe 
Was  the  inceflant  care  of  the  countefs ; and  her 
afliduity  in  this  office,  proved  at  once  fatal  to 
her  own  grandeur,  and  the  life  of  her  royal 
fljtve, 

A new  beauty  who  was  introduced  into  the 
bed  of  the  monarch,  communicated  to  the  de- 
fpoiler  of  her  innocence  the  fatal  feeds  of  difeafe. 
The  fymptoms  of  the  fmall  pox  already  appeared 
- on  the  king,  and  by  the  advice  of  his  phyficians 
he  was  haftily  removed  from  Trianon  to  Ver- 

failles. 
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•failles.  The  danger  hourly  increased;  and  Lewis, 
apprifed  of  the  nature  of  his  dilorder,  found, 
with  the  approach  of  death,  the  fenfe  of  religion 
, return ; he  dcfired  that  the  countefs  du  Barri, 
who  had  officiouily  attended  him,  might  be  re- 
moved; he  received  the  facrament;  and  declared 
his  intention  to  exert  himfelf  ever  after  for  the 
maintenance  of  religion,  and  the  happinefs  of  his 
people. 

But  it  was  not  permitted  to  him  to  evince  the 
fincerity  of  thefe  declarations;  the  ignorance  of 
his  phyficians  co-operated  with  the  virulence  of 
thedifeafe;  a momentary  change  for  the  better 
was  fucceeded  by  certain  indications  of  fpeedy 
diflolution  ; and  eight  days  after  the  firft  attack, 
that  monarch  clofed  a reign  of  fifty-nine,  and  a 
life  of  fixty-five  years. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  Lewis  the  Fifteenth,  who 
at  length  fell  a.vi&im  to  thofe  fenfual  appetites, 
in  the  gratification  of  which  he  had  facrificed  his 
. own  fame  and  the  welfare  of  his  fubje&s.  The 
enviable  appellation  of  well-beloved,  which  had 
been  conferred  in  the  moment  of  danger  by  a 
lively  and  enthufiallic  pc.oplc,  was  effaced  by 
.thirty  years  of  lafeivious  excefs,  profufion,  and 
rapacity ; his  example  had  loofened  the  bands 
of  morality,  his  prodigality  had  exbaufted  the 
credit  and  refources  of  his  country,  and  his 
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Wanton  pride  had  trampled  upon  the  remnant 
of  the  conftitution.  His  affe&ions  feemed  to 
have  been  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of 
his  perfonal  pleafures  and  fecurity;  the  mafchio- 
nefs  of  Pompadour,  who  fo  long  enjoyed  his 
confidence  and  (hared  his  embraces,  expired  with- 
out a figh  of  regret  from  the  monarch,  who, 
during  her  life,  had  obeyed  anc!  adored  her;  and 
the  death  of  his  fon,  the  dauphin,  was  received 
without  any  mark  of  emotion  by  the  royal  in- 
fenfible.  It  was  by  inceflantly  fuggefting  to 
him  his  perfonal  danger,  that  the  countefs  du 
ftarri  ftimulated  him  to  the  dccifive  meafure  of 
l'uppreffing  the  ancient  parliaments  of  France : 
but  though  concealed  from  the  public  eye,  the 
embers  of  freedom  were  dill  carefully  cherifhed  ; 
the  magnanimity  of  thofe  aflemblies  had  awak- 
ened new  ideas  in  the  bofoms  of  the  French ; 
they  were  taught  by  the  late  remonftrances  to 
confider  their  inherent  rights ; and  the  glorious 
flame,  in  the  fucceeding  reign,  burft  forth  with 
accumulated  force,  and  overwhelmed  the  throne 
of  dcfpotifm. 


von.  m. 
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Chapter  the  Forly-Firjl. 


LEWIS  THE  SIXTEENTH  ASCENDS  THE  THRONE  OF 

FRANCE REMOVES  THE  LATE  MINISTERS— •- 

SUPPRESSES  THE  NEW,  AND  RECALLS  THE  AN- 
CIENT PARLIAMENT  OF  PARIS — FINAL  RE- 
DUCTION OF  CORSICA— DISPUTES  BETWEEN 
GREAT-BRITAIN  ANDHER  COLONIES— DEARTH 
AND  DISTURBANCES  IN  FRANCE CORONA- 
TION OF  THE  KING WAR  BETWEEN  SPAIN 

AND  THE  EMPEROR  OF  MOROCCO RUPTURE 

BETWEEN  GREAT-BRITAIN  AND  THE  AMERI- 
CANS  SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  MO USQUET AIRES 

— MONSIEUR  NECKER  NOMINATED  TO  THE 

DIRECTION  OF  THE  FINANCES THE  AMERI* 

CANS  DECLARE  THEMSELVES  FREE  AND  IN- 
DEPENDENT STATES — PRIVATELY  SUPPORTED 
BY  LEWIS — VISIT  OF  THE  EMPEROR  OF  GER- 
MANY TO  PARIS PROGRESS  OF  THE  WAR  IN 

AMERICA — DEFEAT  AND  CAPTURE  OF  GENE-. 
RAL  BURGOYNE. 


A.  D.  1774.  LeWIS  the  Sixteenth,  at  the  age 
of  twenty,  fuccceded  to  the  throne  of 
his  grandfather;  and  whatever  fatisfadtion  might 
arife  from  the  fplendid  profpedt  before  him,  was 
alloyed  by  the  general  diflrefs  that  prefentcd  itfelf 

through- 
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throughout  the  kingdom.  Domeftic  cares  were 
added  to  thofe  of  the  public  ; the  contagious  dif- 
order  of  which  the  late  king  died,  had  been  com- 
municated to  his  three  daughters,  the  princeffes 
Adelaide,  Sophia,  and  Vittoire ; a general  con- 
fternation  took  place;  the  people  trembled  for 
the  fafety  of  the  king  and  his  brothers ; and  it 
was  fcarcely  deemed  an  improbable  event,  that 
the  whole  royal  family  might  have  been  fwept  off 
by  that  fatal  peft,  which  had  fo  long  been  its  in- 
veterate enemy. 

But  thefe  fears  were  of  Ihort  duration;  the 
princeffes  recovered  from  the  natural  diforder; 
and  the  king,  with  the  two  princes,  His  brothers, 
and  the  countefs  d’Artois,  wife  of  the  younger, 
were  all  inoculated  at  the  fame  time,  and  were 
foon  releafed  from  any  apprehenfions  by  the  eafc 
and  fafety  of  the  operation ; their  example  contri- 
buted to  remove  the  prejudices  again!!  that  im- 
portant difeovery,  and  to  extend  the  practice  from 
the  court  throughout  the  provinces  of  France. 

The  health  of  Lewis  was  no  fooner  confirmed, 
than  he  diligently  applied  himfelf  to  extinguifli 
the  diicontent  and  alleviate  the  calamities  of  his 
people.  He  immediately  determined  to  remove 
thofe  perfons  from  office  whofe  errors,  or  oppref- 
five  condudt,  had  rendered  them  difagreeablt  to 
the  nation  : he  recalled  the  count  of  Maurcpas, 
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who  had  formerly  occupied  the  marine  depart- 
ment, but  who  had  been  baniffied  from  the  court 
for  three  and  twenty  years ; and  whofe  ability  and 
integrity  had  been  eftecmed  and  recommended 
by  the  deceafed  dauphin.  This  ftatefman,  how- 
ever, declined  the  refumption  of  his  former  fta- 
tion ; and  with  a feat  in  the  privy-council,  with- 
out any  particular  office,  influenced  the  molt  im- 
portant concerns  of  government. 

The  countefs  du  Barri,  whole  afcendancy  over 
the  paflions  of  the  late  monarch  had  occafioned 
fo  many  evils,  was  permitted  to  Ihelter  herfelf  in 
contempt  and  oblcurity  ; fevcral  ladies,  who  had 
diftinguiflied  themfelves  by  their  fervile  affidui- 
ties  to  her,  were  baniflied  from  the  royal  circle; 
while  the  duchcfs  of  Grainmont  enjoyed  at  once 
the  difgrace  of  her  enemy,  and  the  favour  of  the 
prefent  l'overeign  ; fhe  was  recalled  to  court  by  a 
letter  from  the  young  queen  herfelf,  and  was 
treated  with  every  mark  of  diflinction  and  ho- 
nour. 

At  length  the  duke  d’Aiguillon  rcfigned  his 
office  of  prime  minifter ; and  the  chancellor  de 
Maupeou,  who  had  divided  with  him  the  hatred 
of  France,  was  difmifled  from  his  high  and  im- 
portant truft ; yet,  even  on  this  occafion,  the 
rr  ’deration  of  the  king  was  confpicuous;  the  pu- 
• r.' of  Maupeou  was  limited  to  the  lofs  at 

his 
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his  employment ; he  was  permitted  to  retire  to 
the  noble  eftate  which  he  had  acquired  in  Nor- 
mandy, and  to  enjoy  without  reftraint  the  fpoils  of 
an  oppreffed  people.  The  feals  were  delivered  to 
monfieur  Miromefnil,  prefident  of  the  parliament 
of  Rouen  ; the  count  of  Vergennes,  who  had 
filled  with  reputation  the  poll  of  ambafiador  to 
the  courts  of  Conftantinople  and  Stockholm,  was 
called  to  prefide  over  the  foreign  department; 
and  the  count  of  Muy,  afterwards  created  maref- 
chal,  was  nominated  fecretary  of  war. 

The  difmiflal  of  the  duke  d’ Aiguillon  had  filled 
the  partizans  of  the  duke  of  Choifeul  with  the 
higheft  exultation  ; their  ardent  fancy  beheld  him 
again  invelted  with  fupreme  authority,  and  ex- 
tending his  negociations  into  the  different  courts 
of  Europe ; but  whether  the  enterprifing  genius  of 
that  nobleman  was  deemed  inconfiftent  with  the 
prefent  pacific  fyftem,  or  that  the  fubordinate 
minifters  dreaded  his  haughty  fpirit,  and  filently 
tfaverfed  his  return  to  power,  the  hopes  of  his 
adherents  were  fuffered  gradually  to  fubfide  : he 
was  indeed  recalled  to  court,  and  fliared  with  his 
filter,  the  duchefs  of  Grammont,  the  fmiles  of  his 
fnvereign ; but  thefe  favours  were  only  extended 
to  him  as  a private  perfon,  and  he  was  fedu«. 
lonfly  excluded  from  all  participation  in  public 
affairs.  1 r 
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A Hill  more  popular  ftep  was  an  edift  publifh? 
cd  in  the  name  of  the  king,  in  which  he  engaged 
to  pay  unremitting  attention  to  the  management 
of  the  finances ; to  reftorc  the  difeharge  of  the 
public  debt,  which  had  been  intercepted  by  his 
predeceffor ; and  to  make  full  compenfation  to 
thofe  who  had  fuffered  by  that  injurious  meafure. 
At  the  fame  time  feveral  fchemes  of  oeconomy 
ivere  introduced  ; and  though  thefe  were  more 
pleafing  in  their  appearance  than  beneficial  in 
their  effedts,  yet  the  people  received  with  trans- 
port, plans  which  promifed  fome  future  atten-r 
tion  to  their  happinefs,  and  at  lead  a defire  to 
deliver  them  from  the  burdens  under  which 
they  groaned.  The  price  of  bread,  which  had 
alfo  rifen  to  an  cxceffive  height,  was  reduced  by 
the  prudent  management  of  the  minifters : and 
thofe  who  in  the  confufion  of  the  laft  reign  had 
treafured  up  the  corn  in  their  granaries,  were  row 
perfuaded  to  bring  it  to  market. 

Such  attentions  could  not  fail  to  command  the 
gratitude  of  the  populace,  and  whenever  the  mo- 
narch appeared  in  public,  he  was  attended  by  the 
acclamations  of  the  multitude ; yet  one  circum- 
ftance  was  wanting  to  eftablifh  the  general  joy, 
and  France  flill  panted  after  the  reftoration  of 
her  ancient  parliaments.  When  the  folernn  fu- 
neral fervice  for  the  late  king  wras  performed  in 
the  abbey  church  of  St.  Denys,  the  new  parlia- 
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ment  was  fummoned  to  attend  the  ceremonial ; 
but  the  duke  of  Oi  leans  refufed  to  appear,  or  to 
aft  in  any  manner  in  conjunction  with  that  body. 
In  a letter  to  the  king  he  avowed  his  reafons  for 
abfenting  himfelf ; and  the  monarch,  difgufted 
with  this  unexpected  oppofition,  and  uncertain 
what  effeft  it  might  produce  upon  the  other 
princes  of  the  blood,  exiled  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, with  his  fon  the  duke  of  Chartres,  from  his 
court. 

The  people,  who  had  flattered  themfelves  that 
the  difmiffal  of  the  obnoxious  minifters  would 
have  been  attended  by  the  reftoration  of  their 
idol,  the  parliament,  were  ftunned  by  this  ftroke ; 
they  confidered  the  two  dukes  as  viftims  to  the 
public  good  ; the  general  difeontent  immediately 
revived ; and  Lewis,  when  next  he  prefented  him- 
felf to  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  inftcad  of 
the  ufual  marks  of  applaufe,  was  received  in 
awful  filcnce ; dejeftion  was  ftrongly  painted  in 
every  countenance  ; and  the  young  monarch  foon 
perceived  that  he  could  only  reign  in  the  hearts 
of  his  fubjefts  by  a ready  compliance  with  their 
wifhes. 

Preparations  were  immediately  made  to  foothe 
the  anxious  minds  of  an  enthufiaftic  people  ; the 
duke  of  Orleans  was  again  invited  to  join  the 
foyal  councils,  and  his  prefence  gave  confidence 
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to  their  refolutions.  The  lettres  dc  cachet  which 
had  been  ifl’ued  againft  the  members  of  the  an- 
cient parliament,  were  revoked  ; guards  were 
polled,  to  fecurethc  obnoxious  perfonswho  com- 
pofed  the  prefent  from  the  rage  of  the  populace ; 
and  the  king,  after  attending  divine  fcrvicc,  went 
to  the  great  chamber  of  parliament,  accompanied 
by  his  brothers,  by  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and, Char- 
tres, the  qth.r  princes  of  the  blood,  and  the  great 
officers  of  Hate,  and  commanded  the  edidl  to  he 
regiftered  which  re-eltablilhcd  the  ancient  parlia- 
ments, and  for  ever  fupprclfed  the  new. 

But  though  the  prudence  of  Lewis  had  fug- 
gelled  to  him  this  compliance  with  the  ardent 
delires  of  his  fubjedts,  he  endeavoured  Hill  to  pre-. 
ferve  pure  and  undiminilhed  the  royal  authority; 
and  was  equally  averfe  with  his  predeceffor  to 
granting  to  thefe  popular  afiemblies  any  power 
that  could  poffibly  circumfcribe  his  own.  He 
explained  his  intentions  by  the  fpeech  in  which 
he  addrelfed  that  auguft  body.  The  flep  that  he 
had  taken  to  enfure  the  tranquillity  and  happinefs 
of  his  fubjedts,  ought  not,  he  obferved,  to  in- 
validate his  own  authority;  and  he  hoped,  from 
the  zeal  and  attachment  of  the  prefent  aflembly, 
an  example  of  fubmiffion  to  the  reft  of  his  fub- 
jedts.  Their  repeated  reliftancc  to  the  commands 
or  his  grandfather  had  compelled  that  monarch  to 
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maintain  his  prerogative  by  their  banilhment ; and 
they  were  now  recalled,  in  the  expectation  that 
they  w'ould  quietly  excrcife  their  functions,  and 
difplay  their  gratitude  by  their  obedience.  He 
concluded  with  declaring,  that  it  was  his  defire 
to  bury  in  oblivion  all  pall  grievances;  that  he 
Ihould  ever  behold  with  extreme  difapprobation 
whatever  might  tend  to  create  divifions  and  dilturb 
the  general  tranquillity  ; and  that  his  chancellor 
would  read  his  ordinance  to  the  aflembly,  from 
which  they  might  be  allured  he  would  not  fufler 
the  fmalleft  deviation  to  be  made. 

That  ordinance  was  couched  in  the  moll  ex- 
plicit terms,  and  was  immediately  rcgillered  by 
the  king’s  command  : The  articles  of  it  limited 
within  very  narrow  bounds  the  pretenfions  of  the 
parliament  of  Paris ; the  members  were  forbid- 
den to  look  upon  thcmfclvcs  as  one  body  with 
the  other  parliaments  of  the  kingdom,  or  to  take 
any  ftep,  or  alTume  any  title,  that  might  tend  to- 
wards, or  imply,  fuch  an  union  : They  were  en- 
joined never  to  relinquilh  the  adminidration  of 
public  juftice,  except  in  cafes  of  abfolute  necef- 
lity,  for  which  the  firft  prclident  was  to  be  re- 
fponfible  to  the  king ; and  it  was  added,  that 
on  their  difobedience  the  Grand  Council  might 
replace  the  parliament,  without  any  new  cdiCt  for 
the  purpofe. 
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They  were  ftill  however  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
right  of  remonflrating  before  the  regidering  of 
any  edicts  or  letters  patent,  which  they  might  con- 
ceive injurious  to  the  welfare  of  the  people,  pro- 
vided they  prefer ved  in  their  reprefentations  the 
Tefpedt  due  to  the  throne.  But  thefe  remonf- 
trances  were  not  to  be  repeated ; and  the  par- 
liament, if  they  proved  ineffectual,  were  to  re- 
gifter  the  edidt  objected  to  within  a month  at 
fartheft  from  the  firft  day  of  its  being  publilhcd  : 
They  were  ftridtly  forbidden  to  iffuc  any  arrets 
which  might  excite  trouble,  or  in  any  manner  re- 
tard the  execution  of  the  king’s  ordinances ; and 
they  were  allured  by  the  king  himfelf,  at  the 
conclufion  of  this  code  for  their  future  condudt, 
that  as  long  as  they  adhered  to  the  bounds  pre- 
ferred, and  attempted  not  to  enlarge  the  power 
granted  to  them,  they  might  depend  upon  his 
protedlion  and  countenance. 

Such  were  the  terms  on  which  Lewis  confented 
to  reftore  the  ancient  parliaments  of  his  king- 
dom ; and  while  he  delivered  himfelf  from  the 
odium  that  involved  his  predeceffor,  he  reduced 
the  authority  of  thofe  affemblies  which  had  lhaken 
the  infant  throne  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth.  Yet 
the  concefiions  of  the  parliament  may  be  vindi- 
cated as  prudent  and  politic ; they  had  to  con- 
tend with  a young  monarch,  poffeffed  of  the  aft 
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fe&ions  of  the  people,  and  whofe  fhort  reign  had 
not  yet  allowed  them  an  opportunity  of  changing 
their  opinions.  Moft  of  the  members  had  pur* 
chafed  their  places  at  a confiderable  expence ; and 
though  their  zeal  amidft  the  popular  applaufe  had 
triumphed  over  every  other  confideration,  yet 
they  could  not  be  entirely  indifferent  to  the  hew 
nours  and  affluence  they  had  renounced.  Each  day 
more  firmly  eftablifhed  the  jurifdi&ion  that  had 
been  eredted  on  their  ruins ; and  fhould  a conti- 
nuance of  their  abfence  gradually  extinguilh  the 
regard  of  the  Parifians,  they  were  fenfible  the 
jealoufy  of  the  crown  would  ever  afterwards  pre- 
clude their  recall  from  exile ; but  if  once  reinftar 
ted  in  their  dignities  and  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  new  opportunities  might  offer  of  re-affert- 
ing  the  power  they  had  furrendered. 

Even  in  the  firft  moments  of  their  return,  they 
difplayed  a fpirit  unfubdued  by  adverhty ; . the 
article  refpeiting  rcmonftrances  was  darkly  and 
doubtfully  worded,  and  they  already  afpired  to 
their  former  pretenfions ; but  their  infant  oppofw 
tion  was  crufhed  by  the  decifion  of  the  monarch  ; 
and  the  anfwer  to  one  of  their  reprefentations, 
That  he  mujl  be  obeyed , was  conclufive. 

It  was  not  only  the  parliament  that  filently 
bowed  before  the  majefty  of  the  new  fovereign  : 
The  archbifhop  of  Paris  had  renewed  the  com- 
motions 
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motions  of  the  bull  Unigenitus,  and  had  oppofed 
the  adminiftration  of  the  facrament ; but  he  was 
vanquifhed  by  the  Hern  jufticc  of  the  king,  who 
declared,  that  inftead  of  configning  him  to  that 
exile  which  the  late  monarch  had  repeatedly  in- 
flicted, on  his  again  difturbing  the  tranquillity 
of  the  kingdom  he  would  give  him  over  to  the  ut- 
molt  rigour  of  the  law. 

The  provincial  parliaments  of  Befanqon,  Bour- 
deaux,  Aix,  Thouloufe,  and  Brittany,  that  had 
been  furprefled  by  the  deceafed  monarch,  were 
alfo  reftored  by  the  prefent ; and  unanimity  eftab- 
lifhed  at  home,  France  had  leifure  to  diredt  her 
attention  to  her  late  conqueft  of  Corfica,  yvhich 
Bill  ftrugglcd  to  throw  off  the  yoke,  and  refume 
her  native  independence. 

To  juftify  the  feverities  which  were  afterwards 
pradlifedagainftthofe  brave  but  unfortunate  ifland- 
ers,  the  court  of  Verfailles  had  induftrioufly  cir- 
culated a rumour  of  dark  and  bloody  confpiracy. 
But  as  no  detail  of  this  plot  has  been  given,  the 
reality  of  it  has  ever  been  queftioned  ; and  it  is 
more  than  probable,  the  revolt  of  the  Corficans 
originated  in  the  oppreffion  of  their  governors, 
and  was  the  refult  of  momentary  indignation,  ra- 
ther than  the  confequence  of  any  fettled  plan: 
Whatever  was  the  fource  of  it,  the  effcCts  were  fa- 
tal to  that  unhappy  people;  fome  tranfient  fuc- 
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cefies  in  the  firft  defultory  hoftilities,  were  foon 
effaced  by  a feries  of  fanguinary  chaftifements. 

The  new  minifters  weredefirous  of  difplaying  their 
vigour  and  a&ivity ; frelh  reinforcements  were 
continually  poured  into  the  ifland  ; and  the  in- 
moft  recdfes  of  that  mountainous  country  were 
penetrated  by  the  perfeverance,  and  overwhelmed 
by  the  numbers  of  the  vidlors : thofe  who  had 
appeared  rood  forward  in  oppofing  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  atoned  for  their  imprudence  by 
the  lofs  of  their  lives ; and  great  part  of  their  fol- 
lowers, who  had  been  excited  to  arms  by  their  rafh  > 
fuggeftions,  were  tranfported  to  the  Weft  India 
iflands,  and  condemned  to  perpetual  ftavery. 

In  the  final  reduction  of  Corfica,  France  had 
feized  the  moment  of  favourable  enterprife ; and 
her  ancient  and  formidable  rival,  England,  was 
diverted  from  attending  to  her  conduit,  by  her 
own  more  momentous  and  immediate  concerns. 

The  laft  war,  which  had  fo  deeply  wounded  the 
glory  and  power  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  had 
cftablifhed  the  dominion  of  the  Englifh  over 
North  America  ; but  with  an  extent  of  territory, 
that  people  feem  not  to  have  pofleffed,  or  to  have 
cultivated  the  affeftions  of  their  colonifts.  The 
idea  of  impofing  various  taxes  on  the  Americans 
had  been  alternately  adopted  and  abandoned ; it 
wai  now  finally  determined  to  be  enforced,  and 
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the  minifters  of  Great  Britain  proclaimed  their 
refolution  of  drawing  a fettled  revenue  from  their 
valuable  dependancies  acrofs  the  Atlantic.  A 
fmall  duty  was  laid  upon  tea ; but  even  this,  tri- 
fling as  it  amounted  to,  was  ipurned  at  by  the 
Americans ; afl'oeiations  were  formed,  and  fub- 
feriptions  cheerfully  entered  into ; and  on  the 
arrival  of  the  fbips  that  were  freighted  with  the 
obnoxious  commodity,  feveral  of  them  were 
boarded  by  parties  of  meh  difguifed  as  Mohawk 
Indians,  who,  without  committing  any  other  a<9: 
of  violence,  inftantly  threw  the  tea  overboard ; 
the  captains  of  the  other  fhips,  alarmed  for  the 
intereft  of  their  owners,  thought  it  raoft  prudent 
to  avoid  rilking  a fimilar  lofs,  and  fleered  back 
their  courfe  to  England. 

Thefe  tumultuous  proceedings  in  America 
were  heard  with  refefttment  by  the  minifters  of 
Great  Britain ; and  it  was  determined  feverely 
to  chaflife  the  town  and  port  of  Bofton,  which 
had  been  diltinguifhed  as  the  feene  of  outrage. 
The  Britilh  parliament  condemned  the  town  of 
Bofton  to  pay.  for  the  tea  thus  deftroyed  ; and  as 
a further  puniflrment,  they  refolved  to  deprive  it 
of  the  priviledge  of  a port,  until  the  fovereign 
fliould  be  fatisfied  of  the  difpofition  of  the  in- 
habitants to  carry  on  trade  quietly,  obey  the  laws, 
and  fubmit  to  the  duties  impofed;  until  that 
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ihould  appear,  the  cuftom-houfe  of  Bofton,  and 
" confequently  the  commerce,  was  to  be  remov- 
ed to  Salem,  a port  about  feventeen  miles  dif- 
tant. 

This  act'  of  regulation  was  fucceeded  by  ano- 
ther for  the  better  government  of  Maflachufetts 
Bay,  the  province  in  which  Boilon  is  lituated. 
The  bill  for  that  purpofe,  altered  entirely  the 
form  of  conftitutiofl  throughout  the  province ; 
it  took  the  whole  executive  power  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  people,  and  veiled  the  nomination 
#of  judges,  counfellors,  and  magiftrates  of  all 
kinds,  in  the  crown,  and  in  fome  cafes  in  the 
king’s  governor ; and  to  give  weight  to  thefe  in- 
novations, General  Gage,  an  officer  who  had  long 
ferved  in  America  with  reputation,  wasfenc.  out 
as  governor  of  the  province  with  a confiderable 
military  force. 

But  the  Americans  received  with  indignation, 
inftead  of  fubmiffion,  the  bill  that  had  been  fram- 
ed for  their  coercion  ; at  Bofton  they  refolved  to 
difeontinue  the  ufe  of  all  goods  imported  from 
the  Eaft  Indies,  and  Great  Britain,  until  their 
grievances  ihould  be  fully  redteffed  ; and  they 
ftrongly  recommended  every  poffible  encourage- 
ment to  be  given  to  the  manufactures  of  their 
own  country.  The  other  provinces  of  the  con- 
tinent, whofe  jealoufy  of  the  fuperior  trade  of 
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Eofton,  it  was  fuppofcd,  would  have  allured  thcih 
to  a concurrence  in  meafures  calculated  for  its 
tlepreffion,  difplayed  a fimilar  fpirit  of  refinance: 
A general  alarm  was  fpread  from  one  end  of 
North  America  to  the  ojher ; meetings  were  held 
in  every  town;  and  thefe  numerous  aficmblic’s 
all  agreed  in  expreffing  their  dread,  that  their 
grants  and  charters,  with  all  their  rights  and  ci- 
vil immunities,  might  be  extinguifhed  by  the 
breath  of  parliament.  Even  Salem,  the  town  to 
which  the  government  and  trade  of  Bofton  was 
to  have  been  transferred,  difdained  to  profit  by. 
the  fpoils  of  her  opprcll'ed  brethren,  and  joined 
in  the  general  reprobation  of  the  injuftice  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  new  judges  who  had  hcen  appointed  by 
the  mother  country  were  every  where  rendered 
incapable  of  proceeding  in  their  office;  upon 
opening  the  courts  the  juries  throughout  the  pro- 
vince refufed  to  be  fworn,  and  rejedted  any  other 
eflablifhment  than  what  had  been  warranted  by 
the  ancient  laws  and  ufages  of  their  country ; an 
end  was  put  to  all  forms  of  law  and  government, 
and  the  province  of  MalTachufetts  Bay  was  rclin- 
quilhed  to  the  fame  independent  anarchy  as  had 
exifted  in  the  earliefl:  ages.  At  length  the  twelve 
colonies  that  flretch1  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Geor-- 
gia,  a^d  are  diilinguifhcd  by  the  names  of  New 
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tlampihire,  Mafiachufctts-Bay,  Rhode  Ifland* 
Providence,  Gonnedficut,  New  York,  New  Jer- 
fey,  Penfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Ca- 
rolina, and  South  Carolina,  animated  by  one  fpi- 
rit,  nominated  deputies  to  reprefent  them  in  a 
general  congrefs.  This  was  held  at  Philadelphia, 
the  capital  of  Penfylvania  ; and  their  firft  refolu- 
tion  was  an  approbation  of  the  condudt  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  and  a determination  that  if  force 
ihould  be  employed  to  carry  the  adts  againft  that 
province  into  execution,  all  America  Ihould  join 
in  the  defence  of  it.  They  urianimoufly  concur- 
red in  difcouraging  all  goods  imported  from  Great 
Britain,  and  they  ftrongly  exhorted  the  inhabi- 
tants to  countenance  their  own  manufactures  : to 
this  was  fubjoined  an  energetic  addrefs  to  the 
French  inhabitants  of  Canada,  inviting  them  to 
join  the  flandard  of  freedom,  and  to  render  com- 
plete the  confederacy  of  the  continent  of  North 
America. 

While  the  difeontents  of  the  colonies  of  Great 
Britain  aflumed  the  form  of  ferious  refiftance,  the 
emprefs  of  Ruflia  was  employed  in  terminating  a 
long  and  fucccfsful  war  which  (he  had  maintained 
againft  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The  haughty  fpirits 
of  the  Modems  had  been  broken  by  repeated  de- 
feats; their  camp  prefented  a difgufting  feene  of 
mingled  terror  and  mutiny;  and  the  Divan. at 
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length  condefcended  to  fubfcribe  a treaty  which 
exalted  the  glory  of  one  empire  as  much  as  it  de- 
bafed  the  other.  The  independency  of  the  Cri- 
mea was  eftablifhed;  the  diftridls  of  Kilburn, 
Kerche,  and  Jenickala,  with  the  extenfive  coun- 
try between  the  Bog  and  the  Dnipier,  were  ceded 
to  Ruffia ; and  a free  navigation  was  granted  to 
the  Ruffians  in  all  the  Turkiffi  fcas,  in  which 
was  included  the  paflage  of  the  Dardanelles,  with 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  had  been 
allowed  to  the  mod  favoured  nations.  With 
equal  fuccefs  Catharine  at  the  fame  time  extin- 
guiffied  a rebellion  which  had  been  excited  in  the 
ancient  kingdoms  of  Cafan  and  Aftracan  : the 
impoftor,  who  had  aflumed  the  name  and  title  of 
Peter  the  Third,  was  taken,  and  fuffered  the  juft, 
punifhment  of  his  prefumption ; a few  examples 
in  the  places  moft  remarkable  for  their  difaffec- 
tion  were  ncceflarily  made,  but  the  clemency  of 
the  emprefs  foon  after  extended  a general  pardon 
to  the  obfeure  and  mifguided  multitude. 

The  death  of  pope  Ganganelli,  who  had  filled 
the  apoftolical  chair  with  prudence  and  modera- 
tion, was  an  event  generally  regretted  by  the 
countries  which  yet  acknowledged  the  dominion 
of  the  holy  fee.  His  pontificate  had  been  ren- 
dered memorable  by  the  abolition  of  the  fociety 
of  Jefus ; and  a vague  aud  idle  rumour  pervaded 
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Europe,  that  he  had  fallen  a Sacrifice  to  the  effects 
of  poifon,  and  to  the  refentment  of  that  order.  The 
falfebood  of  this  charge  was  proved  by  the  united 
teftimony  of  the  different  minifters  of  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  : thefe  were  prefent  at  the  opening 
of  the  body ; and  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  who 
aflifted  at  the  operation,  pronounced  his  deceafe 
to  be  the  confequence  of  a gradual  and  natural 
decay.  Though  the  authority  of  the  fucceffors  of 
St.  Peter  have  long  been  disregarded  by  the  en- 
lightened nations  of  Europe,  yet  the  vacant  dig- 
nity was  warmly  contefted  ; and  it  was  not  till  the 
enfuing  year  that  the  votes  of  the  conclave  fixed 
the  tiara  on  the  head  of  John  Angelo  Brafchi,  a 
native  of  Ravenna  in  the  Romagna,  and  who  af- 
firmed the  name  of  Pius  the  Sixth. 

Though  Lewis  could  not  behold 
without  fecret  fatisfadtion  the  difturb-  A"  17  /5‘ 
ances  in  America,  which  menaced  the  grandeur 
of  Great  Britain,  yet  the  tranquillity  and  happi- 
nefs  of  his  own  kingdom  were  far  from  being  ef- 
tablilhed ; the  wounds  which  had  been  inflidled 
by  the  Supine  profufion  of  the  late  monarch.  Hill 
required  time  to  heal ; and  the  elevation  of  mon- 
fieur  Turgot  to  the  chief  direction  of  the  finan- 
ces, afforded  no  fmall  fhare  of  difeontent  to  the 
powerful  body  of  the  farmers-  general.  That  mi- 
nifter,  endued  with  integrity  and  ability,  had  de- 
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livered  the  commerce  of  grain  from  many  injudi- 
cious reftridtions,  both  with  regard  to  the  inter- 
nal traffic  and  to  foreign  exportation  ; but  the 
fcarcity  of  corn  happened  to  coincide  with  the 
moment  of  his  regulations,  and  thofe  effedts  which 
arole  from  dearth,  were  aferibed  to  the  innova- 
tions he  had  fuggefted.  His  l'ecret  enemies  in- 
duftrioufly  circulated  rumours,  that  the  public 
diftrefs  was  the  confequence  of  certain  political 
combinations ; and  the  people,  whofe  real  mifery 
was  augmented  by  an  idea  of  the  incapacity  and 
injuftice  of  their  rulers,  tumultuoully  afiembled 
in  large  and  formidable  bodies.  They  infulted 
the  magiftrates,  plundered  the  houfes,  and  in  the 
commiffion  of  thefe  outrages  not  only  deftroyed 
vail  quantities  of  corn  and  flour,  whieh  might 
have  alleviated  their  wants,  but  increafcd  the  ge- 
neral diftrefs  by  deterring  the  proprietors  of  pro- 
vifions  from  bringing  them  to  market.  A dif- 
temper  which  had  extended  its  fatal  ravages 
amongft  the  cattle  through  the  heart  of  the  king- 
dom, added  to  the  public  gloom  ; and  at  Dijon, 
the  capital  of  Burgundy,  the  infurredtion  of  the 
populace  was  attended  with  the  mod  fatal  confe- 
quences.  The  unhappy  people,  ftimulated  by 
want,  and  inflamed  to  madnefs,  had  pillaged  the 
houfe  of  the  intendant,  who  with  difficulty  efcap- 
cd  from  their  fury.  To  check  their  progrefs,  it 
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was  necefTary  to  fummons  to  the  fupport  of  go- 
vernment a body  of  regular  troops ; yet  the 
hungry  infurgents  for  fome  time  maintained  their 
ground  againft  the  difciplined  valour  of  their  ad- 
verfaries ; and  it  was  not  till  near  five  hundred  of 
thcfe  miferable  wretches  had  fallen,  that  they  re- 
linquifhed  the  ineffectual  conflict. 

The  capital  itfclf  was  not  exempt  from  fimilar 
diftrefs  and  diforders ; and  Lewis,  after  having 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  footh  the  turbulent  mifery 
of  the  people  by  the  mildeft  remonftrances,  now 
prepared  to  reprefs  their  outrages  by  the  mofl  de^ 
cifive  meafures.  He  ordered  the  parliament  of 
Paris  to  attend  him  at  Verfailles ; and  after  re- 
prefenting  to  them  the  immediate  exigency  which 
compelled  him  to  deviate  from  the  ufual  courfe 
of  juftice,  he  exprefsly  forbade  them  from  mak- 
ing any  reprefentations  on  the  fteps  that  he  was 
determined  to  purfue  : that  auguft  body  feemed 
indeed  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  adopting  fome 
quick  and  vigorous  fyftem,  and  filently  acquiefeed 
under  the  mandate  of  their  fovereign. 

The  king  having  thus  fortified  the  royal  au- 
thority by  the  filent  approbation  of  his  parlia- 
ment, comm  i (lion ed  the  Marechauffee,  a military 
body  dependant  on  the  police,  to  difperfe  the  fe- 
ditious  multitude,  and  to  execute  fummary  juf- 
tice on  the  moft  guilty.  At  the  fame  time. a par- 
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don  was  held  out  to  thofe  who  fhould  retire 
home,  and  make  reftitution  for  the  corn  they  had 
taken  away.  The  good  effedls  of  thefe  regula- 
tions were  foon  difcernible  ; numbers  endeavour- 
ed to  efface  their  mifcondudt  by  reimburfing  the 
perfons  whom  they  had  plundered  ; a few  atoned 
for  their  crimes  under  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tioner; and  a plentiful  harveft  which  enfued,  ba- 
nifhed  the  diflrefs  of  the  people,  and  confirmed 
the  tranquillity  of  France. 

To  divert  the  minds  of  his  fubjedls  from  the 
late  gloomy  feenes  of  mifery,  the  king  refolved 
to  celebrate  his  coronation  with  royal  magnifi- 
cence at  Rheims.  The  liberality  of  the  clergy 
opportunely  fupplied  a gift  of  twenty  millions  of 
livres;  and  the  ancient  dignities  of  the  kingdom 
were  revived  on  this  occafion.  The  count  de 
Provence  reprefented  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  the 
count  d’Artois  the  duke  of  Normandy,  the  duke 
of  Orleans  the  duke  of  Aquitain,  the  duke  of 
Chartres  the  count  of  Thouloufe,  the  prince  of 
Conde  the  count  of  Flanders,  and  the  duke  of 
Bourbon  the  count  of  Champagne. 

The  marriage  of  the  princel's  Clotilda,  filler  to 
the  king  of  France,  co  the  prince  of  Piedmont, 
eldeft  ton  of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  was  an  event 
but  little  interefting  in  modern  politics.  The 
courts  of  Paris  and  Turin  had  long  been  joined 

in 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


*3S 


in  the  clofeft  connexion  ; and  the  futility  of  thefe 
alliances,  unlefs  the  mutual  advantage  of  both 
parties  cemented  their  fubfequent  union,  had  been 
too  often  experienced  to  occafion  any  alarm  to  the 
other  powers  of  Europe. 

The  humanity  of  Lewis  was  confpicuoufly  dis- 
played in  an  edid  which  he  caufed  to  be  regifter- 
ed  in  parliament,  and  which  in  future  Sentenced 
the  deferters  from  his  army  to  work  as  Haves  on 
the  public  roads,  inftead  of  punifhing  them  as  for- 
merly with  death  ; and  with  equal  attention  to  the 
general  welfare  of  his  Subjects,  he  Seized  the  mo- 
ment of  peace  to  reduce  part  of  his  numerousforces, 
and  to  fulfil  thofe  promifes  of  oeconomy  which  on 
bis  acceffion  he  had  given  to  his  people.  The 
death  of  the  marefchal  de  Muy,  who  filled  the 
port  of  Secretary  at  war,  was  Succeeded  by  the 
appointment  of  the  count  de  St.  Germain  to  the 
vacant  department : that  nobleman,  during  the 
laft  war,  had  enjoyed  a high  military  command  in 
Germany  : and  the  prince  and  his  fubjedls  were 
alike  imprefied  with  the  mod  favourable  opinion 
of  his  genius  and  application. 

While  one  royal  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 
thus  emerged  from  the  clouds  that  had  obfeured 
its  glory,  the  other  ftill  more  eminently  difplayed 
the  weaknefs  of  its  government,  and  the  defi- 
ciency of  its  judgment.  Charles  the  Third,  king 
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of  Spain,  was  aroufed  from  his  peaceful  /lumber 
by  the  hoftile  infults  of  a barbarian,  who  ruled 
over  part  of  Africa,  and  who  Riled  himfelf  empe- 
ror of  Morocco.  This  Moorifli  prince,  without 
any  pretence  of  injury,  in  a letter  to  the  king  of 
Spain,  declared  himfelf  enjoined  by  the  laws  of 
the  Alcoran  to  expel  the  Chriftians  from  the  forts 
that  they  held  on  the  African  coaft;  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  profefled  his  wilh  in  every  other  re- 
fpeft  to  maintain  the  peace  that  he  fubferibed  to 
with  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  to  preferve  in- 
violate the  commercial  intercourfe  of  the  two 
nations. 

This  lingular  manifeflo  of  Mahomed  Ben  Ab- 
dalla  was  anfwcrcd  by  the  court  of  Madrid  by  a 
declaration  of  war;  but  before  Spain  could  trans- 
port her  forces  to  this  diftant  feene  of  conteft,  the 
Moorilh  prince,  with  a numerous  and  ill-difci- 
plined  army,  had  laid  liege  to  Meiilla,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Fez,  on  the  Ihores  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  oppofite  to  Almeria  in  Spain.  Though 
that  fort^efs  was  in  every  refpeft  but  badly  pro- 
vided, yet  the  conftancy  and  condudt  of  the  go- 
vernor repelled  the  defultory  attacks  of  the  af- 
failants;  and  the  emperor,  after  having  continued 
the  blockade  for  fome  months,  retired  from  the 
jnaufpicious  walls. 

If  Spain  had  been  tardy  in  affording  fuccour 
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to  the  diftrefs  of  her  fubjcdts  in  Africa,  her  pre- 
parations  to  avenge  the  infulc  were  proportioned 
to  the  length  of  time  that  had  been  employed 
in  making  them.  Twenty-fix  tkoufand  of  the 
bell  troops  of  that  kingdom,  fupplied  with  every 
engine  for  offenfivc  or  defenfive  war,  were  em- 
barked on  board  four  hundred  tranfports.  Thefe 
were  efcorted  by  feven  fhips  of  feventy-four  guns, 
eight  of  forty,  and  thirty-two  frigates.  This 
formidable  armament,  which  threatened  to  over- 
whelm all  Africa,  after  a tedious  voyage,  caft 
anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Algiers;  and  the  count 
O’Reilly,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  land- 
forces  were  entrufied,  determined  immediately  to 
commence  his  operations. 

While  the  fliips  diverted  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  by  a feigned  attack  on  the  town  of  Algiers, 
fourthoufand  of  the  Spanilh  infantry  were  fuccefs- 
fully  landed ; but  thefe,  inftead  of  obeying  the 
commands  of  their  general,  and  patiently  awaiting 
the  junction  of  their  companions,  rufhed  to  the 
encounter  with  the  Moors,  and  were  received 
with  a degree  of  firmnefs  that  was  little  expefied. 
The  confequence  of  this  prefumption  was  what 
might  have  been  eafily  forefecn  ; as  fall  as  frcfii 
troops  were  landed,  they  haftened  to  the  fupport 
of  their  friends,  already  engaged ; and  the  ad- 
vantages of  &ill  and  difeipline  were  renounced 
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in  a combat  which  was  only  diftinguifhed  by  def- 
peratc  courage  and  blind  fury.  For  thirteen  hours 
the  fenfe  of  national  honour  fupported  the  Spa- 
niards againft  the  torrent  of  their  enemies  ; at 
length,  after  the  lofs  of  near  four  thoufand  of  their 
belt  troops,  they  were  obliged  to  retire  under 
fhelter  of  the  cannon  of  their  ffiips : notwith- 
ftanding  the  fatigues  they  had  undergone  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  avail 
themfclves  of  the  night  for  a lpeedy  embarkation  ; 
and  an  armament  that  was  confidered  fo  fupcrior 
to  the  objctft  of  its  deftination  as  to  awaken  the 
jealoufy  of  the  European  powers,  returned  to 
Spain,  baffled  and  defeated  by  naked  and  undif- 
ciplined  barbarians. 

Whatever  concern  Lewis  might  feel  for  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  kindred  throne  of  Spain,  was  amply 
compenfated  by  the  difficulties  in  which  he  ob- 
ferved  the  ancient  rival  of  France  rapidly  in- 
volving hcrfelf.  The  language  of  refiftancc  a- 
dopted  by  America  had  not  lliaken  the  resolution 
of  the  minifters  of  Grcat-Britain,  and  the  eyes  of 
Europe  were  impatiently  turned  on  the  approach- 
ing conteft.  The  inhabitants  of  Rhode-Ifland 
were  no  fooner  informed  of  the  prohibition  to  ex- 
port military  ftores  from  Great-Britain,  than  they 
■Seized  on  the  ordnance  belonging  to  the  crown  in 
that  diftridf,  and  openly  avowed  their  intention, 
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in  this  aft  of  violence,  was  to  defend  themfclves 
againft  any  power  that  fhould  prefume  to  moleft 
them.  Their  example  was  followed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  New-Hampfhire,  who  furprifed  a fmall 
fort,  called  William  and  Mary,  and  fupplied 
themfelves  with  a quantity  of  ammunition. 

General  Gage  did  not  behold  with  indifference 
thefe  afts  of  outrage  ; and  on  information  that 
fome  brafs  cannon  were  depofited  in  the  town  of 
Salem,  he  detached  a body  of  troops,  commanded 
by  a field-officer,  to  feizc  them  ; but  the  cannon 
had  already  been  removed  : a fubfequent  detach- 
ment of  nine  hundred  men,  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
was  directed  to  penetrate  to  Lexington ; the 
march  of  thefe  were  interrupted  by  the  Pro- 
vincials, who  had  taken  the  alarm,  and  be- 
gan to  affemble.  They  were  difperfed  by  fome 
fhots  fired  from  the  Regulars,  and  a few  of  the 
Americans  were  wounded  and  killed.  The  ad- 
jacent country  was  in  a moment  fummoned  to 
the  fupport  of  their  friends ; their  increafing 
numbers  prelfed  upon  the  Britifh  troops,  who 
effefted  their  retreat  with  confiderable  lofs  and 
difficulty  ; it  is  probable  indeed  the  whole  de- 
tachment muff;  have  been  cut  off,  had  not  the 
prudence  of  general  Gage,  apprehenfive  of  the 
event,  direfted  a more  confiderable  body  to  haften 
to  their  relief.  Strengthened  by  this  reinforce- 
ment. 
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merit,  they  continued  their  march  ; and  amidft  3 
variety  of  defultorv  attacks,  and  with  fome  addi- 
tional lofs,  reached  Bofton. 

The  attempt  on  Lexington  excited  the  indig- 
nation of  the  whole  province;  the  people  imme- 
diately flew  to  arms,  and  Bofton  was  in  veiled  by 
twenty  thoufand  men,  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Putnam,  an  officer  who  had  acquired  ex- 
perience and  reputation  in  the  two  laft  wars.  But 
general  Gage  in  the  interval  had  been  joined  by 
the  generals  Howe,  Burgoyne,  and  Clinton,  with 
a confiderable  body  of  troops  from  England ; and 
it  was  determined  to  drive  the  Americans  from 
fome  works  which  they  had  crofted  on  Bunker’s 
Hill,  an  height  that  commanded  the  town  of 
Bofton.  This  fervice  was  committed  to  the  ge- 
nerals Howe  and  Clinton,  at  the  head  of  two 
thoufand  feleft  foldiers ; they  were  received  with 
a flrmncfs  that  might  have  daggered  the  moft 
veteran  troops ; and  it  was  not  till  the  lofs  of  half 
their  number  in  killed  and  wounded,  that  their 
perfevering  valour  triumphed  over  the  obftinacy 
of  their  enemies,  and  drove  the  Americans  from 
their  entrenchments. 

The  General  Congrcfs  at  Philadelphia  had  not 
in  the  mean  time  been  idle;  the  province  of 
Georgia  had  acceded  to  the  confederacy ; and 
the  different  ftates  now  affumed  the  appellation 
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6f  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies.  Mr.  Walhing- 
ton,  a gentleman  of  fortune  in  Virginia,  and  who 
had  fought  at  the  head  of  fevcral  provincial  bo- 
dies during  the  laft  war,  was  nominated  com- 
mander in  chief  of  all  the  American  forces;  the 
Congrefs  alfo  fixed  the  pay  both  of  officers  and 
foldicrs,  the  latter  of  which  were  provided  for 
with  the  utmoft  liberality. 

But  an  expedition  which  was  planned  by  the 
Americans  againft  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada, 
was  not  attended  with  that  fuccefs  which  the  au- 
thors of  it  fondly  expedted  : They  had  furprifed 
and  fwept  all  the  important  fortrefles  that  com- 
manded the  entrance  into  that  province  ; but  in  an 
attempt  by  a coup-de-main  to  poffefs  themfelves 
of  the  town,  they  were  repulfed  with  cruel  daugh- 
ter. General  Montgomery,  who  commanded  the 
affailants,  and  who  had  been  trained  to  arms  in 
the  Britifh  fervice,  fell  on  this  occafion  ; colonel 
Arnold,  the  fecond  in  command,  was  feverely 
wounded ; and  the  befiegers,  after  this  check,  re- 
tired to  an  awful  diftance,  and  were  content  to 
change  the  liege  into  a blockade. 

While  Lewis  anxioufly  dircdled  his  attention 
towards  America,  and  watched  the  gradual  pro- 
grefs  of  hofiility,  he  was  not  indifferent  to  the 
internal  regulation  of  his  own  country.  The 
count  de  St  Germain  juftified  the  opinion  that  had 
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been  formed  of  his  courage  and  abilities ; and  in- 
tent only  on  the  advantage  of  the  (late,  ventured 
on  a reform  which  menaced  him  with  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  mod  noble  families  of  France. 

The  Moufquetaires,  a corps  inftituted  for  the 
protection  of  the  royal  perfon,  were  compoicd  of 
young  men  of  the  mod  illuff  rious  extraction ; and 
though  fuch  a guard  muft  have  been  highly  flat- 
tering to  the  dignity  of  the  lbvereign,  yet  the  cx- 
pcnce  attending  it  was  feverely  felt,  and  frequent- 
ly regretted.  The  fupprefiion  of  it  had  been  re- 
peatedly agitated ; but  no  minifter  had  yet  been 
found  fuiiiciently  hardy  to  encounter  the  odiutn 
with  which  it  was  likely  to  be  attended.  This 
inftance  of  political  fortitude  was  referved  for  the 
count  de  St.  Germain  ; he  enforced  to  Lewis  the 
confiderable  favings  that  might  be  applied  from 
the  reduction  of  a corps,  the  offspring  of  pagean- 
try, to  the  effective  marching  battalions ; an  cdiCt 
was  accordingly  publiihed  for  the  fuppreffion  of 
the  Moufquetaires ; and  thofe  brave  men,  whofe 
courage  had  always  been  celebrated,  received  the 
news  of  their  difmifiion  with  marks  of  the  deepeft 
defpair.  Attached  to  each  other  by  fimilarity  of 
habits,  and  cemented  in  friendfliip  by  common 
dangers  and  fcrvice,  they  regarded  the  decree  that 
feparated  them  with  equal  grief,  as  if  it  had  fen- 
tenccd  their  immediate  execution.  Monfieur  de 
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la  Chaife,  a veteran  officer  of  approved  rcfolntion, 
and  one  of  their  commanders,  fainted  away  on  re- 
ceiving the  fatal  mandate  ; and  all  the  reft  vented 
their  forrow  in  the  loudeft  and  moll  poignant  ex- 
clamations : But  the  king  and  his  minifter  were 
inexorable ; and  the  capital  was  not  forry  to  be 
delivered  from  a corps,  whofe  impetuous  and  over- 
bearing fpirit  too  frequently  infulted  the  more 
humble  clafs  of  citizens. 


The  naval  department  was  infpe&ed 
with  equal  diligence  and  care  : When  ' D"  17?6* 
the  adminiftration  of  the  duke  of  Choifeul  ex- 
pired, and  his  coufin  the  duke  of  Praflin  was 
difmiffed  from  fuperintending  the  marine,  that 
nobleman  declared,  that  he  left  fixty-four  (hips 
of  the  line  in  the  ports  of  France,  befidcs  thofe 
that  were  on  the  flocks ; this  force  had  not  been 
fuffered  to  decline  in  the  prefent  reign,  and  the 
appointment  of  Monfieur  de  Sartine  to  the  ma- 
rine department  did  honour  to  the  penetration 
of  the  fovereign.  That  minifter,  fruitful  in  re- 


fources,  and  unwearied  in  his  application,  was 
inceflantly  engaged  in  augmenting  the  naval 
ftrength  of  his  country ; and  the  various  pre- 
parations that  filled  the  ports  and  docks,  created 
no  fmall  uneafinefs  to  the  court  of  London. 


One  appointment  more  was  ftill  necefiary  to 
flamp  the  royal  mind  free  from  prejudice  and 
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open  to  the  impreflion  of  merit.  Monfieur  Tur- 
got, though  poirdFed  of  integrity  and  induftry, 
had  not  been  able  to  command  the  public  confi- 
dence : On  his  retreat,  Monfieur  Clugnv,  in- 
tendant-general  of  Bourdeaux,  had  been  elevated 
to  the  vacant  poll ; on  his  death,  which  happened 
foon  after,  M.  Taboreau  des  Reaux  was  appoint- 
ed his  fucceflor ; and  Lewis  loon  after  afl'oeiated 
with  him,  in  the  management  of  the  finances* 
Monfieur  Necker,  by  bi  rth  a Swifs,  and  by  reli- 
gion a Proteftant.  That  gentleman,  in  the  pre- 
ceding reign,  had  been  chofen  to  adjuft  fome  dif- 
ferences between  the  Ball:  India  Company  and  the 
crown;  and  had  difeharged  his  truft  with  fuch 
rare  diferetion  as  to  challenge  the  approbation  of 
both  parties.  Poficfied  of  diftinguilhed  and  ac- 
knowledged probity,  his  appointment  would  have 
excited  no  furprife,  had  it  not  been  contrary  to 
the  conftant  policy  of  France,  which  had  carefully 
excluded  the  aliens  of  her  country  and  faith  from 
the  controul  of  her  revenue.  It  now'  Hood  forward 
as  a new  inftance  of  enlargement  of  mind  and 
liberality  of  fentiment;  and  will  to  pofterity  mark 
the  prominent  features  of  the  reign  of  Lewis  the 
Sixteenth. 

With  equal  zeal  to  extend  the  dominion  of 
fcience,  Lewis  fitted  out  feveral  veflels  on  aftro- 
nomical  difeoveries.  The  Chevalier  de  Borda  was 
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inftru&ed  to  afcertain  the  exadt  pofition  of  the 
Canary  I flands  and  Cape  de  Verd;  and  the  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  the  coaft  of  Africa  from  Cape 
Spartel  to  the  ifland  of  Goree  : the  chevalier 
Grenier,  who  had  traverfed  the  Indian  feas  to  im- 
prove the  charts  and  corredt  the  errors  which  had 
milled  former  navigators,  was  liberally  rewarded 
by  a monarch  who  afpired  to  immortalize  the 
tera  of  his  power  by  expeditions  beneficial  to 
mankind. 

But  as  often  as  the  eyes  of  Lewis  were  recalled, 
fo  often  did  they  return  with  increafe  of  anxiety 
to  the  continent  of  North  America.  The  conteft 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  became 
each  hour  more  important,  and  the  humanity  and 
intereft  of  European  powers  were  deeply  concern- 
ed in  the  event.  General  Gage,  as  commander  in 
chief,  had  been  fuperceded  by  general  Howe ; and 
that  officer,  prefied  and  clofely  blockaded  by  the 
fuperior  numbers  of  the  Americans,  determined  to 
quit  the  narrow  limits  of  the  town  of  Bofton  and  to 
retire  to  Halifax,  until  he  fhould  be  joined  by  the 
fuccours  that  he  expected  from  England.  Though 
he  was  permitted  to  embark  his  troops  without 
moleftation,  yet  the  acquifition  of  Bofton  reflected 
no  fmall  luftre  on  the  arms  of  the  Americans. 
Throughout  the  different  provinces,  the  governors 
nominated  by  the  king  of  England,  had  been  al- 
moft  univerfally  expelled  by  the  riling  indignation 
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of  the  inhabitants;  each  day  feemed  to  eftablifh 
more  firmly  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  ftates  ; their 
privateers  overfpread  the  feas,  and  eaptured  the 
rich  merchant  veffcls  of  the  Englifii ; and  Lewis, 
while  he  profeffed  to  the  court  of  London,  a drift 
neutrality,  afforded  to  the  veffels  of  America  a- 
fecure  refuge  in  his  harbours,  where  they  bartered 
their  fpoils  for  arms  and  ammunition  fo  neceflary 
for  the  fupport  of  their  caufe. 

But  Great  Britain,  however  adonilhed  by  the 
unexpefted  reftftance  of  her  colonies,  determined 
not  to  refign  fo  rich  a fovereignty  without  a 
flruggle;  a force  was  prepared  which  it  was  thought 
mud  look,  them  into  fubmiflion  ; large  bodies 
of  German  troops  were  hired  from  the  princes  of 
Heffe  Caffel  and  Brunfwick,  fbvereigns  who  fup- 
ply  the  fplendour  of  their  courts  by  the  blood  of 
their  fubjefts;  thefc  were  drengthened  by  confi- 
derable  detachments  from  the  eleftorate  of  Hano- 
ver, and  by  a number  of  Britifh  regiments ; and 
tyhen  added  to  the  troops  that  had  been  embarked 
from  Bolton,  the  whole  army  under  general  Howe 
could  not  be  edimated  at  lefs  than  thirty  tboufand 
men.  ' ' ' 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  thefe  reinforcements, 
general  Howe  had  ditefted  his  courfe  from  the 
derik  coall  of  Halifax;  and  landed  his  troops  on 
Staten  llland,  in  the  vicinity  of  Iskw  York.  He 
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Was  there  fucceffively  joined  by  hisbrother  admiral 
lord  Howe,  and  the  armament  from  Great  Britain. 
All  overtures  of  accommodation  were  fruitlefs ; 
the  thirteen  colonies  of  America  had  already  de- 
clared themfelves  free  and  independent  ftates,  and 
abjured  all  allegiance  to  the  Britilh  crown ; and 
the  fword  alone  could  terminate  the  difpute. 

The  pofleflion  of  New  York  would  enable 
Great  Britain,  by  its  centrical  pofition,  either  to 
carry  on  the  war  in  Connecticut  on  the  eaftera 
fide ; or,  on  the  weftem  quarter,  to  penetrate 
through  New  Jerfey  to  Penfylvania.  To  reduce 
that  province  was  therefore  the  grand  objeCt  of 
general  Howe,  and  the  operations  that  he  imme- 
diately commenced  were  attended  with  the  molt 
brilliant  fuccefs.  Though  general  Walhington 
with  a numerous  army  occupied  both  Long  Ifland 
and  New  York,  yet  his  foldiers  were  raw  and  un- 
difciplined  ; their  officers  were  ignorant  of  the 
art  of  war,  and  only  inflamed  with  an  enthufiaftic 
love  of  freedom ; and  they  were  aftonifhed  and 
confounded  by  the  rapid  evolutions  and  fuperior 
ikill  of  their  adverfaries.  The  Britilh  forces  had 
firft  landed  on  Long  Ifland,  from  which  the  Ame- 
ricans were  chafed  with  the  lofs  of  above  four 
thoufand  of  their  belt  troops;  thence  the  victorious 
army,  flulhed  with  fucqefs,  paffed  over  to  New 
York;  while  general  Walhington,  convinced  by 
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fatal  experience  of  the  inferiority  of  his  foldiers, 
determined  to  avoid  in  future  any  decifive  adtion, 
and  to  protradt  the  war  amidft  the  woods  and 
wilds  with  which  the  country  abounds.  In  purfu* 
ance  of  this  plan  he  abandoned  New  York  with- 
out a blow ; retired  to  the  higher  grounds,  and 
with  no  fmall  degree  of  dexterity  conftantly  elud- 
ed the  purfuit  of  the  vidtor ; while  general  Howe, 
after  harafling  his  troops  in  fruitlefs  attempts  to 
overtake  him,  returned  to  reduce  the  fortreffes  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  New  York,  and  extended 
his  polls  far  into  the  Jerfeys. 

The  diftrefs  of  Quebec  had  not  efcaped  the 
vigilance  of  Great  Britain,  and  an  important  re- 
inforcement was  deftined  to  its  relief : but  be- 
fore this  could  arrive,  general  Carleton,  who,  as 
governor  of  Canada,  commanded  in  that  town, 
ftrengthened  by  the  marines,  and  a detachment 
from  fome  fhips  of  war  that  had  entered  the  har- 
bour, had  atchieved  his  own  deliverance.  The 
fmall  band  of  Americans,  dilheartened  by  their 
former  repulfe,  and  weakened  by  difeafe,  was 
ealily  broken ; they  retired  in  diforder,  and  the 
forces  of  the  king  of  England  in  Canada,  fwelled 
by  the  arrival  of  the  expedled  regiments  to  thir- 
teen thoufand  men,  purfued  with  vigour  the  fugi- 
tives, and  expelled  them  from  that  important 
province. 
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Hitherto  the  United  States  of  America  had  fuf- 
fered  a feries  of  heavy  and  unexpe&ed  defeat. 
One  inftance  of  fuccefs  alone  gleamed  through 
the  clouds  which  obfeured  their  dawning  glory. 
An  attempt  had  been  made  on  Charles  Town, 
the  capital  of  North  Carolina,  by  commodore 
Sir  Peter  Parker  and  general  Clinton,  previous 
to  their  joining  lord  and  general  Howe.  But  the 
fort  which  commanded  the  paffage  to  Charles 
Town  was  gallantly  defended  by  colonel  Moultrie, 
an  American  officer ; and  general  Lee,  with  a 
confiderable  body  of  forces,  preferved  his  com- 
munication with  the  fortrefs,  and  could  at  difere- 
tion  augment  the  garrifon.  After  a fevere  and 
furious  cannonade  for  feveral  hours,  the  Britiih 
commodore  withdrew  his  ffiattered  veffels  from 
the  action,  and  relinquiffied  the  hoplefs  enter- 
prife. 

But  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  York,  the 
advantages  of  general  Howe  had  been  rapid  and 
uninterrupted  : Fort  Wafhington  was  taken  by 
affault ; the  garrifon  of  three  thoufand  men  were 
made  prifoners ; Sir  Peter  Parker  and  general 
Clinton  reduced  Rhode  Ifland  ; and  lord  Corn- 
wallis, with  a feparate  detachment,  penetrated 
through  the  Jerfeys,  appeared  on  the  Banks  of 
the  Delaware,  and  threatened  the  fafety  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  feat  of  the  Congrefs, 
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The  lofs  which  the  Americans  had  fuftained 
by  the  fword,  by  captivity,  and  by:  defertion, 
though  fevere  and  difcouraging,  equalled  not  the 
embarafiments  that  arofe  from  the  temporary 
engagements  which  their  foldiers  had  entered 
into  : thefe  were  moftly  eolifted  for  a year  only  ; 
and  unaccuftomed  to  reftraii<t,  at  the  expiration 
of  that  term,  they  panted  to  return  to  their  fa- 
milies, and  few  were  prevailed  upon  to  continue 
in  the  fervice.  Yet  amidft  thefe  various  diffi- 
culties, the  mind  of  general  Waffiington  was  a 
flranger  to  defpondency  ; he  continued  to  obferve 
with  a vigilant  eye  the  motions  of  his  enemies  ; 
their  pods,  in  the  moment  of  triumph  and  fe-> 
eurity,  had  been  extended  to  the  Delaware  ; and 
^he  American  commander  fuddenly  affembling  a 
fmall  but  feletft  body  of  men,  filently  marched  to 
attack  colonel  Rail,  a Heffian  officer,  who  with 
fifteen  hundred  Heffians  occupied  Trentown,  on 
the  banks  of  that  river.  The  enterprife  was  at- 
tended with  the  mod  brilliant  fuccefs;  colonel 
Rail  with  a few  of  his  foldiers  were  killed,  and 
hear  a thoufand  were  made  prifoners  : the  Bri-7 
tifh  general,  taught  caution  by  this  chaftifement, 
contraded  his  polls ; and  Philadelphia  was  for  the 
prefent  delivered  from  a dangerous  and  hoflile 
neighbour, 
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The  exultation  of  France  had  been  ^ 
openly  and  conftantly  proportioned  to  ’ ' '7l'' 
the  fucccfs  of  the  Americans ; the  princes  of  the 
blood  and  the  chief  nobility  were  eager  to  em- 
bark in  fupport  of  the  caufe  of  freedom  ; and  the 
prudence  of  the  king  and  his  moil  confidential 
miniflers,  alone  reftrained  their  ardour.  The  fa- 
tal events  of  laft  war  were  (till  impreffed  on;  the 
mind  of  Lewis ; and  he  could  not  readily  confent 
to  expoCe  his  infant  marine  in  a corned  with  a 
people  who  had  fo  frequently  aliened  the  domi- 
nion of  the  feas,  and  fo  lately  broken  the  united 
ftrength  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Yet  he  was 
fenfible  that  the  opportunity  of  humbling  thefe 
haughty  iilanders  Ihould  not  be  entirely  neglect- 
ed, and  that  fome  advantages  Ihould  be  taken  of 
the  prefent  commotions  in  America.  Two  agents 
from  the  United  States,  Silas  Deane  and  DoClor 
Benjamin  Franklin,  had  fucceflively  arrived  at 
Paris ; and  though  all  audience  was  denied  them 
in  a public  capacity,  ftill  they  were  privately  en- 
couraged to  hope  that  France  only  waited  the 
proper  opportunity  to  vindicate  in  arms  the  free- 
dom and  independence  of  America.  In  the  mean 
time  the  military  preparations  of  that  kingdom 
were  diligently  continued  ; the  American  cruizers 
were  hofpitably  received  into  her  ports;  artillery 
aad  all  kinds  of  warlike  ftores  were  freely  fold  or 
JL  4 liberally 
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liberally  granted  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  colon  ills  ; 
French  officers  and  engineers,  with  the  conniv- 
ance of  government,  entered  into  their  fervice ; 
and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  a young  noble- 
man of  affluent  fortune,  and  nearly  allied  to  the 
illuftrious  houfe  of  Noailles,  under  pretence  of 
viliting  fome  relations  in  Italy,  hired  a frigate ; 
and  impatient  to  join  the  ftandard  of  Liberty, 
fleered  towards  America:  he  was  received  with 
open  arms  by  the  United  States,  and  foon  after 
promoted  to  a principal  command.  ' 

At  this  critical  juncture,  the  death  of  Jofeph 
the  Firft,  king  of  Portugal,  was  not  a matter  of 
indifference  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Attached 
bv  gratitude  and  long  and  intimate  connections  to 
the  Englifh,  he  had  a (hort  time  previous  to  his 
deccafe,  entered  into  a difpute  with  the  court  of 
Madrid  refpedting  the  limits  of  their  different  fet- 
tlements  in  South  America.  The  influence  of 
the  king  of  France  had  prevented  the  defultory 
hoftilitics  that  were  commenced  in  that  quarter 
of  the  globe  from  communicating  to  Europe; 
yet  every  appearance  proclaimed  a difpofition 
jealous  and  inimical;  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
opportune  death  of  the  king,  only,  deterred  Por- 
tugal from  engaging  in  an  open  war  with  Spain. 
His  eldeft  daughter,  the  princefs  of  Brazil,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  vacant  throne  : in  compliance  with 

the 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


’S3 

the  cuftoms  of  the  court  of  Lilbon,  Ihe  had  al- 
ready received  in  marriage  the  hand  of  her  own 
uncle,  the  brother  of  her  father;  and  her  fon,, 
the  prince  of  Beira,  the  prefumptive  heir  of  the 
crown,  had  united  himfelf  to  the  younger  filler 
of  his  mother.  The  new  fovereign  immediately 
applied  hcrfelf  to  terminate  the  differences  which 
had  originated  in  the  former  reign ; a perfect 
good  underftanding  was  loon  eltablilhed  between 
the  two  courts  ; the  illand  of  St.  Catherines,  on 
the  coaft  of  Brazil,  which  had  already  been  re- 
duced by  Spain,  was  inllantly  reftored;  the  li- 
mits of  their  fettfements  in  South  America  were 
amicably  afeertained ; and  the  moll  explicit  treaty 
of  peace,  union,  and  friendlhip  was  finally  rati- 
fied between  the  two  crowns : nor  could  France 
be  totally  unconcerned  in  a negociation  which 
thus  converted  the  ancient  foe  to  the  firm  ally  of 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  vifit  of  the  emperor  of  Germany  to  the 
court  of  Paris  was  another  occurrence  that  ex- 
cited the  attention  of  Europe.  Averfe  to  pomp, 
he  chofe  to  travel  under  the  humble  title  of  count 
Falkcnllein  ; he  was  received  by  Lewis  with  that 
relpedt  which  was  due  to  the  imperial  dignity  and 
the  regard  that  he  was  impatient  to  teliify  to  the 
brother  of  his  royal  confort.  During  fix  weeks 
that  the  emperor  remained  at  Paris,  his  hours 
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■were  inccffantly  devoted  to  examine  the  vari- 
ous eftablifhments  of  that  capital,  and  in  viewing 
the  manufactures  ; with  the  fame  fpirit  of  enquiry 
he  made  a tour  through  the  different  provinces  of 
the  kingdom,  and  in  his  journey  endeavoured  to 
glean  whatever  might  be  advantageous  to  his  own 
dominions. 

His  example  was  in  fome  meafure  imitated  by 
the  brothers  of  Lewis,  the  counts  de  Provence 
and  d’Artois : thefe  alfo  refolved  to  vifit  the  diftant 
diftrids  of  France ; their  liberality  and  amiable 
manners  commanded,  in  their  progrefs,the  efteem 
of  all  ranks  of  people ; they  were  every  where 
received  with  unbounded  acclamations ; and  the 
French,  enthufiaflic  in  the  admiration  of  their 
fovereign,  endeavoured  to  difplay  their  loyalty  by 
the  marks  of  regard  which  they  paid  to  thefe 
princes  of  the  blood. 

£ome  changes  were  about  this  time  intro- 
duced into  the  different  departments  of  (late ; 
the  conduft  of  Monfieur  Necker  in  the  finances 
■had  been  attended  with  univerfal  approbation  ; 
Monfieur  Taboureau  des  Reaux,  his  colleague, 
had  refigned  his  fituation,  but  flill  retained  the 
dignity  of  counfellor  of  Rate.  To  afford  full  , 
fcope  to  the  genius  of  Monfieur  Necker,  Lewis 
determined  no  longer  to  clog  him  with  an  affo- 
ciate ; but  with  the  title  of  direftor-general  of  the 

finances. 


Digitized  _by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  iss 

finances,  fubmitted  to  him  the  entire  management 
of  the  funds  and  revenue  of  France. 

The  fpirited  meafures  of  the  count  de  St, 
Germain  in  fuppreffing  the  Moufquetaires  have 
already  been  remarked.  Whether  the  confe- 
quences  were  fuch  as  every  former  minifter  had 
dreaded,  and  the  refentment  of  the  noble  families 
of  France  had  oppreffcd  the  fecrctary  of  war ; or 
that  flatefman  was  found,  as  has  been  hinted, 
too  intractable  in  the  cabinet,  and  too  partial  to 
his  own  fyftem,  has  never  yet  tranfpired ; his 
official  Ration  for  fome  time,  however,  had  been 
extremely  uneafy,  and  he  now  determined  to  re- 
fign ; his  death,  in  the  enfuing  year,  prevented 
that  recall  which  probably  would  have  taken 
place  ; and  the  prince  de  Montbarey,  who  had  al- 
ready filled  an  inferior  fituation  in  that  depart- 
ment, was  now  appointed  fecretary  at  war. 

Lewis  was  not  lefs  attentive  to  his  negociations 
with  foreign  courts,  than  he  was  defirous  of  pro- 
viding the  ftate  with  able  and  induftrious  mir 
nifters.  He  concluded  a new  treaty  of  alliance 
with  Switzerland ; vigilantly  obferved  the  mo- 
tions of  the  different  princes  of  Germany  on  .the 
death  of  the  ele&or  of  Bavaria ; and  when  clofe-; 
ly  queftioned  by  the  Englifh  ambafiador,  lord 
Stormont,  refpedting  the  various  warlike  prcpa-i 
rations  which  were  diligently  continued  through 
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the  kingdom,  he  replied,  That  at  a time  when 
the  feas  were  covered  with  Englilh  fleets  and 
American  cruizers,  and  when  fuch  armies  were 
fent  to  the  New  World  as  had  never  before  ap- 
peared there,  it  became  prudent  for  him  alfo  to 
arm  for  the  fecurity  of  the  colonies,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  commerce,  of  France. 

The  king  was  not  ignorant  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  remonftrances  of  Great-Britain,  and  the 
importunities  of  the  agents  of  the  United  States, 
•would  foon  compel  him  to  adopt  fome  dccifive 
line  of  conduit.  Though  general  Howe,  after 
the  defeat  of  colonel  Rail,  had  continued  in 
force  at  New-York,  yet  he  had  abandoned  his 
former  defign  of  penetrating  through  the  Jerfeys 
to  Philadelphia.  With  the  return  of  fpring  he 
determined  to  proceed  againft  that  city  by  fea, 
and  avail  himfelf  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  naval 
force.  He  embarked  eighteen  thoufand  men  ; and 
after  a tedious  voyage  entered  Chefapeak  Bay  ; 
failed  up  the  river  Elk,  as  far  as  it  was  capable 
of  admitting  his  tranfports;  and  landed  his  troops 
in  the  higheft  health  and  condition. 

General  Walhington  had  not  been  deceived 
by  the  preparatory  movements  of  his  military 
rival,  but  had  early  penetrated  into  his  clefigns, 
and  with  an  army  of  fifteen  thoufand  men,  had 
marched  to  the  defence  of  Philadelphia,  and 
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advanced  to  Brandywine  Creek,  which,  eroding 
the  country  at  fome  diftance  from  that  city,  falls 
into  the  Delaware.  As  the  Britifh  army  moved 
forwards  from  the  head  of  the  Elk,  a variety  of 
lkirmilhes  took  place ; and  on  general  Howe 
palling  the  Brandy wihe,  the  American  com- 
mander relinqbilhed  his  ufual  caution,  and  ha- 
zarded a more  decifive  adfion.  On  this  occafion, 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  charged  among  the 
foremoft ; and,  though  wounded,  continued  to 
animate  the  corps  that  he  commanded  by  his  ex- 
ample: but  the  Americans  were  at  length  com- 
pelled to  yield  to  the  fuperior  fkill  and  difeipline 
of  their  enemies;  night  faved  their  army  from  a 
total  defeat ; and  general  Wafhington  retiring 
to  Chefter,  purfued  next  day  his  march  to  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Towards  that  city  the  Britifh  forces  rapidly- 
advanced  ; and  the  Americans  judged  it  prudent 
to  abandon  without  a battle  the  capital  of  Pen- 
fylVania,  and  the  feat  of  Congrefs.  It  was  im- 
mediately occupied  by  the  Englifh ; but  the  ma- 
jor part  of  their  army  was  quartered  at  German 
Town,  a confiderable  village,  about  fix  miles 
diftant  from  Philadelphia.  The  Congrefs,  on 
quitting  Philadelphia,  transferred  the  feat  of  em- 
pire to  York-Town;  and  general  Walhington 
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encamped  at  Skippach  Creek,  about  fixteen  miles 
from  German-Town. 

Amidfl:  thefe  various  difafters  one  confolation 
remained  to  fupport  the  confidence  of  the  United 
States.  In  Great-Britain  it  had  been  reprefented 
that  the  majority  of  the  Americans  were  (till  at- 
tached to  the  mother-country,  and  averfe  to  the 
new  government ; but  though  general  Howe 
had  traverfed  a vail  extent  of  country,  though  he 
had  poffefl'ed  himfelf  of  the  rich  and  populous 
cities  of  New-York  and  Philadelphia,  yet  the 
a&ive  adherents  of  the  Crown  were  found  to  be 
inconfidcrable,  both  in  property  and  numbers  j 
while  general  Walhington,  after  the  defeat  of 
Brandywine,  had  been  largely  reinforced  by  the 
tteal  of  his  party,  and  now  meditated  the  fur* 
prife  of  the  royal  army  in  its  camp  at  German- 
Town. 

This  enterprife,  though  planned  and  executed 
with  a degree  of  ability  and  vigour  that  reflected 
honour  on  the  character  of  the  general,  was  yet 
Unfuccefsful.  The  Americans  indeed  penetrated 
into  the  middle  of  German-Town  ; but  by  that 
time  the  main  body  of  the  Englilh  army  had 
taken  the  alarm,  and  the  raw  troops  of  the  States 
were  obliged  to  give  way  before  the  veteran  valour 
ot  their  enemies.  The  inclemency  of  the  feafon 
loon  alter  fufpended  their  mutual  animofity;  the 
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Britifh  forces  were  quartered  in  Philadelphia, 
and  the  villages  adjacent ; and  general  Wafh- 
ington,  with  the  army  of  the  States*  occupied 
a ftrong  camp  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill, 
about  fixteen  miles  from  that  city. 

If  in  the  fouth  of  America  the  events  of  the 
campaign  furnifhed  matter  of  triumph  to  Great- 
Britain,  the  United  States  received  ample  com* 
penfation  by  an  advantage  on  the  northern  fide* 
as  decifive  as  it  was  unexpected.  After  the 
expulfion  of  the  Americans  from  Canada,  the 
minifters  of  England  were  determined  to  pur- 
fue  their  advantages  in  that  quarter;  an  army 
of  near  eight  thoufand  men  was  diligently  col- 
lected, and  entrufted  to  general  Burgoyne,  an 
officer  who  had  acquired  fome  reputation  in  the 
laft  war  in  Portugal  : The  chief  objeCt  of  his 
deftination  was  to  penetrate  from  Canada  through 
Albany,  to  New-York;  and  fcattering  terror  as 
he  pad,  at  length  to  effeCt  a junction  with  ge- 
neral Howe.  His  fuccefs  at  firft  was  rapid  and 
uninterrupted ; the  Americans,  feized  with  pa- 
nic, abandoned  Ticonderoga,  a ttrong  fort  be- 
tween Lake  George  and  Lake  Champlain,  and 
retired  precipitately  towards  Fort  Edward,  upon 
the  Hudfous  river. 

Towards  the  banks  of  that  river  the  Britifh 
*rmy  aifo  directed  its  march ; but  whether  the 
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general  himfelf  was  too  dilator)’  in  his  motions,  or 
the  roads  oppofed  infuperable  obftacles  to  troops 
incumbered  with  heavy  baggage  and  a vaft 
train  of  artillery,  certain  it  is  that  their  progrefs 
was  flow  and  laborious ; and  the  interval  was 
afliduoufly  employed  by  the  United  States  in  rc- 
floring  the  courage  of  their  adherents,  and  fum- 
moning  their  fcattered  forces  to  their  defence.  v 
General  Arnold,  who  had  diftinguilhed  himfelf 
in  the  attack  of  Quebec,  advanced  from  Con- 
necticut with  a confiderable  corps,  and  feveral 
pieces  of  cannon ; and  general  Gates,  who  had 
been  trained  to  arms  in  the  Britilh  fervice,  but 
who  had  joined  the  ftandard  of  the  Americans, 
foon  collected  a formidable  army,  to  the  com- 
mand of  which  he  was  nominated  by  the  Con- 
grefs. 

General  Burgoyne  had  no  fooner  prepared  to 
pafs  Hudfon’s  River,  than  he  was  fatally  con- 
vinced of  the  number  and  ftrength  of  his  ad- 
vetfaries.  A detachment  of  near  nine  hundred 
men,  which  had  marched  into  the  country  to 
procure  a fupply  of  cattle,  was  almoft  totally  cut 
off ; and  a fecond,  that  had  been  directed  to  fup- 
port  them,  effefted  their  retreat  with  confider- 
able lofs.  Yet  thefe  inaufpicious  events  did  not 
deter  that  commander  from  palling  the  North 
River  near  Saratoga;  and  probably  the  drift 
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fenOr  of  his  orders  allowed  him  not  to  decline  a 
meafure  pregnant  with  every  i'pecies  of  calamity. 
•The  Americans,  under  general  Gates,  were  in- 
'camped  at  a fmall  diftance,  at  a place  called  Still 
Water ; and  no  fooner  did  they  perceive  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Britifh  forces,  than  they  quitted 
their  lines  and  prefled  forwards  to  engage 
them  : The  nftion  was  long  maintained  with 
mutual  rage  and  obftinacy  ; at  length  the  troops 
of  the  dates  gave  way  ; but  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  covered  their  retreat;  the  viiflors  obtain- 
ed at  an  irreparable  lofs  only  the  empty  ho- 
nours of  the  field ; while  the  vanquifhed,  con- 
fiding in  their  numbers,  prepared  to  renew  the 
conflict. 

In  two  fucceflivc  a&ions  the  hoftile  armies 
again  encountered  each  other  with  fimilar  cou- 
rage, but  with  different  fuccefs ; and  the  Britifh 
troops  in  their  turn  were  broken  and  overwhelm- 
ed by  the  fuperior  numbers  of  their  enemies. 
Though  they  recovered  their  camp,  and  flill 
maintained  fome  appearance  of  rcfiftancc,  their 
fituation  was  defperate : Reduced  to  half  their 
original  number,  worn  out  with  toil,  and  diftant 
from  all  hopes  of  luccour,  their  general  confent- 
ed  to  open  a negociation ; and  an  army  that  had 
threatened  to  carry  deftrudtion  through  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  was  compelled  to  pile  their 
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arms  before  a general  of  the  United  States ; who, 
in  the  name  of  Congrefs,  fubferibed  a treaty  by 
which  the  vanquished  troops  were  to  be  trans- 
ported to  England  oh  condition  that  they  did 
not  ferve  again  in  America  during  the  courfe  of 
the  war. 
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Chapter  the  Forty-Second. 


GENERAL  STATE  OF  EUROPE — FRANCE  AC* 
KNOWLEDGES  THE  INDEPENDENCE  OF,  AND 
CONCLUDES  A TREATY  WITH,  THE  UNITED 
STATES  CF  AMERICA — WAR  WITH  GREAT  BRI- 
TAIN  COUNT  D’ESTAING  SAILS  FOR  AMERI- 

CA— ENGAGEMENT  BETWEEN  COUNT  D’oRVIL- 
LIERS  AND  ADMIRAL  KEPPEL — OPERATIONS 
OF  COUNT  D’ESTAING  IN  AMERICA— DOMINI- 
CA REDUCED  BY  THE  MARQUIS  OF  BOUILLE 

LOSS  OF  ST.  LUCIA REPULSE  OF  COUNT  D’- 

ESTAING AT  THAT  ISLAND — LOSS  OF  PONDI- 
CHERRY AND  THE  FRENCH  SETTLEMENTS  IN 

THE  EAST  INDIES SENTENCE  OF  COUNT  LAL- 

LY  REVERSED — DEATH  OF  VOLTAIRE — COUNT 
D’ESTAING  CONFERS  ST.  VINCENTS  AND  GRE- 
NADA— ENGAGES  ADMIRAL  BYRON IS  DE- 

FEATED AT  THE  SAVANNAH — SPAIN  JOINS 
THE  WAR  AGAINST  ENGLAND — THE  COMBI- 
NED FLEETS  ENTER  THE  CHANNEL — SIEGE  OF 
GIBRALTAR — ERUPTION  OF  VESUVIUS. 


THE  fuccefs  of  the  Americans  in  ^ 
the  laft  campaign  was  received  at  Pa-  ’ ’ *778’ 
ris  with  unbounded  exultation  ; monfieur  Sartine, 
who  prefided  over  the  marine  department,  was 
impatient  to  meafure  the  naval  ftrength  of  France 
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with  that  of  Great  Britain ; the  queen,  who  had 
long  feconded  the  applications  of  the  agents  of 
the  United  States,  now  efpoufed  their  caufe  with 
ipcreafe  of  ardour;  the  pacific  inclinations  of 
Lewis  were  overborne  by  the  fuggeftions  of  his 
minifters  and  the  influence  of  his  royal  confort ; 
and  it  was  at  length  determined  openly  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

. ,7'hjp.  flotation  of  Europe  at  this  juncture  was 
peculiarly  favourable  to  the  determination  of  the 
king  of  France,  and  the  ambitious  views  of  his 
council.  Some  differences  between  the  court  of 
Peterfbprg  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  refpedting  the 
Crimea,  threatened  a revival  of  thofe  hoflili- 
ties  which  had  been  fo  lately  adjufted ; and  had 
the  emprefs  of  Ruflia  been  willing,  mull  have 
precluded  .her  from  affording  any  a Hi  fiance  to  the 
Englifh.  The  flames  of  war  had  been  rekindled 
betweeri  the  houfes  of  Auftria  and  Brandenburg; 
and  the  claims  of  the  former  to  fome  part  of  the' 
fucceffion  of  the  elc&orate  of  Bavaria,  had  fum- 
moned  the  rival  monarchs  to  the  field.  Spain, 
by  the  family  compadt,  was  bound  to  accede  to 
the  defigris,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  arms  of  France : 
Portugal,  by  her  late  treaty  with  Spain,  had 
formed  an  intimate  union  with  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon; if  her  weaknefs  prevented  her  from 
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joining  the  hoftile  confederacy  of  that  family,  her 
neutrality  was  at  lead  fee u red : while  Holland, 
filently  occupied  in  extending  her  commerce,  fe- 
cretly  rejoiced  at  thofe  meafures  which  plunged 
the  reft  of  Europe  in  war,  and  transferred  to  her 
pons  the  advantages  of  trade. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  moft  confiderable 
European  powers,  whofe  dangerous  enmity  might 
have  controlled  the  defigns  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles;  and  Loewis,  fatisfied  that  he  had  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  their  interference,  now  turned  his 
whole  attention  to  the  approaching  conteft  with 
the  ancient  rival  of  this  kindom.  For  fome  time 
pad  his  internal  regulations  had  proclaimed  a de- 
gree of  wifdom  and  liberality  rarely  to  be  found 
in  a crown  that  once  had  been  charadterifed  by 
blind  fuperftition  and  jealous  defpotifm.  The 
elevation  of  a Proteftant  to  the  diredtion  of  the 
finances,  feemed  to  have  breathed  a new  fpirit 
throughout  the  cabinet ; and  a royal  ordinance 
was  iflued,  that  fupprefled  feveral  of  thofe  numer* 
ous  holidays  fo  injurious  to  the  induftry  of  the 
people  and  the  refources  of  the  ftate. 

Dodtor  Franklin  and  Silas  Deane,  who  had  hi- 
therto adted  as  private  agents,  were  no’w  acknow. 
ledged  as  public  ambafladors  from  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  court  of  Verfailles ; and 
a treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  was  figned  be- 
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tween  the  two  powers  in  the  month  of  February. 
The  principal  articles  of  it,  after  ftipulating  the 
mutual  advantages  of  trade  and  the  liberty  and 
fovereignty  of  the  United  States,  formed  a con- 
federacy againft -Great  Britain,  or  any  other  power 
that  fhould  prefume  to  interrupt  their  commercial 
intercourfe : they  provided  alfo  againft  either  of 
the  contradling  powers,  fhould  war  break  out  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  prefent  rupture  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  England,  concluding  any  truce  or 
peace  without  the  formal  confent  of  the  other  firft 
obtained ; and  they  finifhed  with  an  invitation  to 
any  other  powers  that  might  have  received  inju- 
ries from  England,  to  make  a common  caufe 
with  them,  and  to  accede  to  the  prefent  alli- 
ance. 

The  duke  of  Noailles,  ambaflador  to  the  court 
of  London,  was  in  the  month  of  March  inftrudt- 
ed  to  acquaint  the  minifters  of  Great  Britain,  that 
his  fovereign  had  formally  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependence of,  and  figned  a treaty  of  commerce 
with,  the  United  States  of  America ; at  the  fame 
time  he  declared,  that  the  contracting  parties  had 
paid  great  attention  not  to  ftipulate  any  exclufive 
advantages  in  favour  of  France ; and  that  the 
United  States  had  referved  the  liberty  of  treating 
with  every  nation  whatever  on  the  fame  footing 
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of  equality  and  reciprocity : but  this  ftipulation 
was  treated  by  the  Englilh  with  contempt ; and 
the  recall  of  lord  Stormont,  their  ambaffador  at 
Verfuilles,  was  the  fignal  for  the  commencement 
of  hollilities. 

But  Lewis  had  already  prepared  for  this  event ; 
and  in  the  month,  of  April  the  count  d'Eftaing, 
who,  during  the  courfe  of  laft  war,  had  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  maintained  the  glory  of  his  country,  failed 
from  Toulon,  with  twelve  Ihips  of  the  line  and 
four  frigates.  On  board  this  fleet  were  embarked 
eight  hundred  feledt  foldiers ; and  Silas  Deane, 
who  had  been  deputed  by  Congrefs  to  the  court 
of  Verfailles,  and  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  fe- 
cretary  to  the  council  of  ftate,  and  appointed 
minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  accompanied  the  count  on  board  the 
Languedoc. 

While  this  armament  directed  its  courfe  to  the 
coaft  of  America,  a more  confiderable  fleet  was 
affembled  at  Breft,  to  vindicate  the  feas  from  the 
enterprifes  of  the  Englilh,  who  had  intercepted 
the  trade,  and  captured  the  Licorne,  a frigate  be* 
longing  to  France.  This  fleet  confifted  of  thirty- 
two  Ihips  of  the  line ; the  command  was  entruft- 
ed  to  the  count  d’Orvilliers ; the  van  was  led  by 
the  count  de  Chafault,  and  the  rear  was  animated 
by  the  prefence  of  the  duke  of  Chartres,  by  the 
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death  of  his  father  now  duke  of  Oilcans..  Off 
Ulhant  the  count  d’Orvilliers  dilcerned  and  en- 
gaged the  Englilh  fleet,  equal  in  fofee,  and  com- 
manded by  admiral  Kcppel.  The  event  of  the 
adlion  was  indeciflve;  the  French,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  night,  withdrew  to  their  own  coafts ; 
and  the  Englilh,  foon  after,  retired  within  their 
harbours  to  refit.  - < ■ : 

But  though  in  this  engagement  France  had  ac- 
quired no  advantage,  and  by  firft  retreating  feera-i 
ed  to  yield  the  glory  of  the  day  to  her  rival,  yet 
it  afforded  no  incopfiderable  triumph  to  that  na- 
tion, that  flic  had  been  able  to  face  without  lofs, 
her  powerful  adverfary  on  an  clement  that  had  fo, 
Frequently  proved  fatal  to  her.  In.  a letter  writ- 
ten by  his  own  hand,  the  king  bellowed  the  nsoll 
liberal  commendations  on  the  count  d’Orvilliers; 
he  condoled  with  the  count  de  Chafault,  \.vlio  had 
been  wounded  in  the  adtiop ; and  added,  that 
proper  care  Ihould  be  taken  of  the  widows  of. 
thofa  who  had  fallen  in  fupporting  the  honour  of 
his  flag.  T ho  fleet  was  once  more  refitted  with 
all  poffiblc  expedition  ; the  duke  of  Chartres was. 
railed  to  the  command  which  before  had  been  oc- 
cupied by  the  count  de  Chafault ; and  count  de 
Guiohcn  fiicceeded  to  the  duke  of.  Chartres  ; af- 
oer  aicruize  uninterrupdedi  bybthc  figlu  of.  au  ene- 
my, it-  again  te-emeredi  the  iikrbouc  ul  Brtii. 

h ' 4.I  ft.  In 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  169 

In  the  mean  time  the  count  d'Eftaing  purfued 
his  courfe  to  America;  and  though  his,  voyage 
was  tedious,  yet  he  arrived  in  the  middle  of  July 
in  fight  of  the  Britifh  fleet  at  Sandy  Hook.  Since 
the  laft  campaign,  the  face  of  affairs  in  America 
had  undergone  a confiderable  change ; general 
Howe  had  been  recalled  by  the  minifters  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  chief  command  devolved  on  ge- 
neral Clinton ; that  officer  had  deemed  it  prudent 
to  evacuate  Philadelphia;  and  general  Walhing* 
ton,  during  his  retreat  towards  New  York,  had 
prefled  clofe  upon  his  footfteps,  and  even  engaged 
him  with  fome  advantage;  but  the  perfevering  va- 
lour of  the  Britilh  troops,  and  the  difobedience  of 
general  Dee,  an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the  fervice 
of  the  States,  fruftrated  the  hopes  of  Walhing^ 
ton ; and  general  Clinton,  after  a long  and  toil- 
fome  march,  reached  Navefink,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Sandy  Hook ; and  by  the  fleet,  ftill 
commanded  by  lord  Howe,  was  - conveyed  to 
New  York.  r 

Count  d’Eftaing  had  reafon  deeply  to  regret 
the. unfavourable  winds  which  had  prevented  him 
from  more  fpeedily  reaching  the  place  of  his 
deftination;  had  he  arrived  a few  days  fooner,  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  he  would  have  inter- 
cepted the  Britifh  tranfports  on  their  paflage  from 
tile  Delaware,  el'caried  only  by  two  fhips  of  the 

line 


170  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

line  and  fome  frigates ; thefe  mufl  have  fallen  an 
£afy  prey  to  his  fuperior  force.  From  the  coaft 
of  Virginia  he  now  fleered  his  courfe  towards 
New  York,  in  expeftation  of  overwhelming  lord 
Howe  in  the  unequal  conteft  ; but  that  admiral, 
whofc  fquadron  was  compofed  of  only  fix  Ihips  of 
fixty-four  guns,  three  of  fifty,  with  fome  frigates 
and  Hoops,  was  already  in  poffeffion  of  the  har- 
bour that  is  formed  by  Sandy  Hook ; and  the 
French  commander  deemed  it  not  expedient  to 
hazard  his  own  large  Ihips  in  the  palfagc  of  the 
.Bar. 

He,  therefore,  immediately  fleered  towards 
Rhode  llland,  the  invafion  of  which  he  had  plan- 
ned in  concert  with  the  United  States.  While  the 
French  fleet  occupied  Newport  harbour,  and  the 
feveral  inlets  to  that  ifland,  general  Sullivan,  an 
American  officer,  landed  on  the  North  Point 
with  a confiderable  army  : they  had  fcarce  com- 
menced their  joint  operations  before  lord  Howe, 
reinforced  by  feveral  Ihips  from  England,  ap- 
peared in  fight ; and  count  d’Eflaing,  unwilling 
to  be  braved  by  an  enemy  Itill  inferior  to  him 
in  flrength,  quitted  his  fituation,  in  fearch  of 
naval  laurels.  The  two  fleets  contefled,  during 
the  firfl  day,  the  weather-gage  with  rival  fkill ; 
but  on  the  fecond,  when  every  thing  indicated  an 
immediate  adtion,  a violent  tempeft  arofe  which 
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fcattered  both.  It  was  not  till  fevcral  days  after 
that  the  French  admiral  was  able  to  colledt  his 
fhattered  veffels ; and  after  tranfiently  vifiting 
Rhode  Ifland,  he  failed  to  Bofton  to  repair  the 
damages  that  he  had  fuftained. 

General  Sullivan,  deprived  of  the  afiiftance  of 
his  ally,  foon  after  abandoned  the  attempt  on 
Rhode  Ifland ; and  the  reader,  perhaps,  will 
not  be  forry  for  a moment  to  withdraw  from 
hoftile  fleets  and  armies,  and  attend  the  different 
negociations  which  were  carried  on  during  their 
operations.  Monfieur  Gerard,  the  plenipotenti- 
ary from  France,  had  been  received  by  the  Con- 
grefs  with  every  mark  of  refpedt  and  regard  : but 
a fhort  time  previous  to  the  appearance  of  that 
minifter,  commiflioners  from  Great  Britain  had 
arrived,  impowered  to  treat  with  the  Congrefs, 
and  effect  a reconciliation  between  the  colonies 
and  the  mother  country.  Thefe  commiflioners 
were  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  Mr.  Eden,  and  gover- 
nor Johnftone,  with  whom  was  joined  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  fir  Henry  Clinton.  They  pro- 
pofed  to  confent  to  an  immediate  ceffation  of 
hoftilities  by  fea  and  land;  to  extend  every 
freedom  to  trade  that  the  refpeftive  interefts  on 
both  fides  (hould  require ; to  agree  that  no  mi- 
litary force  fhould  be  kept  up  in  the  different 
ftates  of  North  America  without  the  confent  of 
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the  general  Congrefs,  or  of  the  particular  aficm- 
blics ; to  concur  in  meafures  calculated  to  dif- 
chargc  the  debts  of  America,  and  to  raife  the 
credit  and  value  of  the  paper  circulation ; to 
perpetuate  the  common  union -by  a reciprocal  de- 
putation of  an  agent  or  agents  from  the  different 
ftates,  who  fhould  have  the  privilege  of  a feat  and 
voice  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  ; and  in 
flrort,  to  eflablifh  the  power  of  the  refpeflive 
legiflatures  in  each  particular  ftate,  to  fettle  its 
revenue,  its  civil  and  military  eflablifhments,  and 
to  give  to  the  ftates  of  North  America,  adting 
with  Great  Britain  under  one  common  fovereign, 
the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of  every  privilege  that 
was  fhoit  of  a total  reparation  of  intcrcft,  or  con- 
fident with  that  union  of  force  on  which  their 
common  fafety  depended. 

Though  the  Congrefs  had  been  informed  fome 
days  before  of  the  favourable  difpofition  of  tho 
court  of  Verfailles,  and  had  even  received  copies 
of  the  two  treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce  which 
had  been  concluded  between  France  and  the 
United  States,  vet  the  terms  now  offered  by  Great 
Britain  were  tbe  objedt  of  ferious  deliberation ; 
Mr.  Laurens,  the  prefident  of  that  aflembly  had, 
with  the  approbation  of  it,  refufed  indeed  a paff- 
port  to 'the  fecrctary  of  the  commiflioners ; but 
thc.papers  with  which  he  had  been  charged,  were 
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received  through  a different  channel,  and  the  de- 
bates on  them  were  refumed  during  fix  fucceffivfi 
days;  if  the  Congrefs,  however,  were  dilatory,! 
they  were  decifive  in  their  anfwer.  They  oblerv-t 
ed,  that  the  .commiffion  fuppofed  the  people  of 
thofe  ftates  to  be  fubjedt9  of  Great  Britain,  an 
idea  that  was  totally  inadmiflable : they  added, 

- that  they  were  ftill  inclined  to  peace,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  injuries  they  had  fuffered  during  the. 
courfe  of  the  war  ; that  they  were  ready  to  enter  > 
into  a treaty  of  commerce,  not  inconfiftent  with 
treaties  already  fubfirting,  when  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  Ihould  demonflrate  a fincerc  difpofition 
for  that  purpofe ; but  the  only  folid  proof  of  that 
difpofition  would  be  an  explicit  acknowledgment 
of  the  independence  of  tbofe  Bates,  and  the  with- 
drawing  of  his  fleets  and  arm’res. 

•..This  peremptory  language  precluded  all  fur- 
ther hopes  of  negociation,  and  the  diiappoint- 
ment  of  the  commillioners  was  rendered  ftill  more 
mortifying  by  the  reception  that  was  imme- 
diately after  given  to  monfieur  Gerard  : but 
their  publications  afforded  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  another  opportunity  of  difplaying  his  vi- 
vacity ; fame  expreffions  he  conceived  had  fallen 
from  the  pens  of  the  commiflioners  injuripus  to 
the  honour  of  his  country,  and  he  challenged 
the  earl  of  Carlifle,  as  chief  of  the  cominiflion, 
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to  anfwer  for  thcfe  reflections.  Thar  noble  lord, 
however,  confidered  the  propofal  as  refulting  from 
the  fire  of  youth  ; and  declined  to  grant,  in  a na- 
tional concern,  that  fatisfaftion  which  has  ever 
been  confined  to  perfonal  differences. 

If  the  fortitude  of  Congrefs  in  their  late  refo- 
lutions  excited  the  admiration  of  Europe,  the 
good  faith  of  that  aflembly,  in  a previous  tranf- 
adtion,  had  not  been  lefs  feverely  arraigned. 
The  army  of  general  Burgoyne  had  capitulated, 
on  the  exprefs  condition  that  it  lhould  be  allowed 
to  return  to  England,  but  not  to  bear  arms  in 
America  during  the  prefent  war.  This  ftipula- 
tion  had  been  long  artfully  eluded  ; it  was  now 
openly  violated ; and  when  the  tranfports  for  the 
conveyance  of  thofe  troops  were  aflembled  at 
Rhode-Ifland,  the  Congrefs  paffed  a refolution, 
that  the  foldiers  not  having  delivered  up  all  their 
accoutrements,  the  convention  was  not  binding  j 
and  continued  ftill  to  detain  them  prifoners,  not- 
withftanding  the  repeated  remonftrances  of  the 
Britifh  commanders. 

From  the  continent  of  America  the  flame  of 
war  had  been  rapidly  communicated  to  the  Weft- 
India  iflands.  The  marquis  of  Bouille,  go- 
vernor-general of  Martinico,  was  informed  of  the 
defencelefs  ftate  of  the  ifland  of  Dominica,  which 
©n  the  late  peace  had  been  ceded  by  France  to 
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England.  The  works  had  indeed  been  repaired 
and  augmented  by  the  minifters  of  Great-Britain  ; 
but  thefe,  deftitute  of  a fufficient  garrifon,  only 
enhanced  the  value  of  the  temptation.  Under 
the  cover  of  fome  frigates  and  privateers,  the 
marquis  landed  unexpectedly  on  that  ifland,  at 
the  head  of  two  thoufand  men  : he  foon  over- 
powered the  handful  of  regulars  that  had  been 
entruftcd  with  the  defence  of  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries ; and  in  the  courfc  of  the  fame  day  advanced 
to  attack  the  capital  of  Refeau.  The  garrifon, 
incapable  of  refiftance,  folicited  terms  of  capitu- 
lation ; and  the  generofity  of  the  marquis,  befide* 
allowing  to  the  troops  all  the  honours  of  war, 
and  the  liberty  of  retaining  their  arms,  granted  to 
the  inhabitants  the  fulled  fecurity  for  their  eftates 
and  property  of  every  fort ; the  maintenance  of 
their  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  ; and  per- 
miflion  to  retain  their  civil  and  religious  govern- 
ment until  the  conclufion  of  the  war  ; when,  if 
the  ifland  fhould  be  ceded  to  France,  they  were 
left  at  liberty  to  adhere  to  their  own  political 
form  of  government,  or  to  accept  that  eflabliihed 
in  the  French  iflands. 

In  the  fame  quarter  France  was,  in  her  turn, 
foon  after  taught  to  regret  the  viciflitudes  of*  war. 
General  Clinton  had  detached  from  Ameoica  a 
body  of  troops,  under  the  command  of  general 

Grant . 

» 


Digitized  by  Google 


•History  of  franOe. 


1/6 

Grant ; and  thefe,  in  their  attack  on  the  French 
ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  were  feconded  by  a Britifh 
fleet  under  admiral  Barrington.  The  chevalier  de 
Mkoud,  the  French  commandant,  with  his  fmall 
band  of  regulars  and  militia,  were  fucceflively 
puflied  from  poll  to  poll ; and  his  fate  appeared 
inevitable,  when  his  hopes  were  revived  by  the 
unexpected  appearance  of  the  French  fleet,  com- 
manded by  count  d’Eflaing. 

That  officer  had  diligently  occupied  every  mo- 
ment at  Boflon  fince  the  tempeft  that  had  fepa- 
rated  him  from  lord  Howe,  in  refitting  and  re* 
victualling  his  fhips ; he  had  received  on  board  a 
body  of  land  forces,  amounting  to  near  eight  thou- 
fand  men  ; and  had  failed  with  lively  expectation 
of  overwhelming  in  his  courfe  all  the  Britifh  Lee- 
ward Iflands.  In  his  paflage  he  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  attempt  on  St.  Lucia ; and  was  not 
difpleafed  at  an  expedition  which  he  flattered  him- 
felf  would  be  the  means  of  throwing  an  eafy  prey 
into  his  hands,  the  whole  Britifh  force  by  land  and 
by  fea.  His  own  fleet  confided  of  twelve  large 
fail  of  the  line,  befides  frigates  ; that  of  admiral 
Barrington,  of  one  of  feventy-four,  one  of  feven- 
ty,  one  of  fixty-four,  two  of  fifty,  and  three  fri- 
gates. Yet  the  French  admiral  could  not  entire- 
ly cinceal  his  chagrin  at  the  precautions  that  his 
adverfary  had  taken,  and  the  fecurity  he  derived 
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From  his  pofition  in  the  harbour.  He  determined, 
however,  to  riflt  the  event,  in  hopes  that  bis 
formidable  force  might  ftrike  terror  into  the  breaft 
of  the  Britiih  commander ; , but  that  veteran  had 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  through  a feries  of  fervice, 
by  Ready  courage  and  undaunted  refolution ; he 
received  the  attack  of  the  count  with  calm  in- 
trepidity ; and  feconded  by  the  batteries  from  the 
. Ihore,  in  two  fucceflive  days  repelled  the  fury  of 
the  aflailants.  The  French  convinced,  under  thefe 
unfavourable  circumftances,  that  no  effectual  im- 
preffion  could  be  made  on  the  fleet,  now  direded 
their  attempts  againft  the  land-forces.  The  count 
d’Eftaing  landed  his  troops,  and  marched  at  the 
head  of  them  to  attack  general  Medows,  a Bri- 
tifli  officer,  who  occupied  a ftrong  poll  on  the 
ifland.  Though  his  fuperior  numbers  might 
juftly  infpire  him  with  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  of 
fuccefs,  yet  he  was  compelled  again  to  endure  the 
mortification  of  defeat ; the  advantages  that  the 
Englifh  pofiefled  by  their  fituation,  they  main- 
tained by  their  defperate  valour ; and  the  count 
d’Eftaing,  after  the  lofs  of  near  five  hundred  of 
his  men,  thought  proper  to  retire  to  his  fhips : 
He  foon  after  hoifted  fail  for  Martinico ; and  the 
chevalier  de  Micoud,  thus  deprived  of  all  expecta- 
tions of  fuccour,  abandoned  the  idea  of  further 
refiftance,  and  furrendercd  to  the  Englilh. 
vol.  in.  N In 
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In  the  Eaft  Indies  the  fettlemertts  of  Frafnel* 
Were  Hill  more  fatally  expofed  to  the  enterprise 
of  her  enemies : tfcefe,  m the  courfe  of  the  laft 
war,  had  been  totally  fubdued ; and  though  re- 
ftored  on  the  peace,  were  by  the  conditions  of  it 
left  in  a ftate  of  weaknefs  and  degradation.  Be* 
fore  any  public  declaration  of  war,  the  Englilb 
Eaft- India  Company,  apprifed  of  the  difpofitioit 
of  the  court  of  Verfailles  to  vindicate  the  inde*  < 
pendenee  of  America,  difpatched  orders  to  their 
governors  to  anticipate  all  danger  in  that  quarter* 
by  immediately  attacking  the  Settlements  of  the 
French.  Though  the  preparations  of  the  go* 
vernment  of  Madrafs  could  not  efcape  the  vigi- 
lance of  Monde ur  de  Beileeombe,  governor  of 
Pondicherry,  and  commandant  Of  all  the  French 
fettlements  in  the  Indies,  yet,  destitute  of  re* 
fources,  he  could  only  afpire  to  the  glory  of  a 
gallant  defence.  Monlteur  de  Tronjolli,  the 
French  commodore,  had  indeed  dil'puted  the  fo- 
vereignty  of  the  feas,  in  an  obftinate  a&ioit 
with  the  Englilh  admiral.  Sir  Edward  Vernon ; 
but  inftead  of  returning  to  the  road  of  Pondi- 
cherry, he  (leered  his  courfe  for  Mauritius,  to 
repair  the  damages  he  had  fuftained ; and  Mon* 
fieur  de  Beileeombe,  with  about  three  thoufand 
men,  fcarce  one-fourth  of  whom  were  Europeans, 
was  clofely  inverted  by  general  Munro,  at  the  * 
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head  of  fifteen  hundred  Britifh  and  nine  choufand 
black  troops,  and  fupported  by  the  Englifh  ad- 
miral, Sir  Edward  Vernon. 

The  fortifications  of  Pondicherry  had  in  fome 
nveafure  emerged  from  the  ruins  in  which  they 
had  been  left  at  the  cohciufion  of  laft  war ; but 
they  were  ftili  feeble  and  incomplete;  and  the 
gallantry  of  the  governor  and  resolution  of  the 
garrifon  alone  fupplied  the  numerous  deficiencies 
to  which  they  were  espofed  : for  a month  they 
nobly  fuftained  the  attacks  of  the  befiegers,  and 
protraClcd  the  hour  of  fubmiffion ; but  in  that 
time  they  had  loft,  in  killed  and  wounded,  one 
fourth  of  their  original  number,  and  the  reft  were 
worn  down  by  inceffant  fatigue.  The  artillery 
of  the  enemy  had  already  made  a practicable 
breach ; and  Monfieur  de  Reliecombe,  fenfible 
that  be  had  ufed  every  poflibie  exertion  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Settlement,  determined  not  eo  involve 
the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  in  total  dcftruftion 
a fruitlefs  perfeve nance.  On  the.day  preceding 
that  intended  for  a general  aflasult,  he  propofed  a 
capitulation,  which  was  readily  liftened  to  by  the 
Britifh  commanders,  who,  in  the  terms  of  it, 
gave  the  moft  honourable  ceftimony  to  the  gal- 
lantry of  his  conduCk.  The  regiment  of  Pondi- 
cherry, in  honour  of  Monfieur  de  Bellccombe, 
and  at  his  particular  requeft,  were  allowed  to  keep 
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their  colours  ; the  European  part  of  the  garrifon 
were  to  be  tranfported  to  France ; and  the  Sea- 
poys,  or  black  troops,  were  to  be  difbanded  in  the 
country. 

The  vidtors,  at  the  fame  time,  fwept  away  the 
different  factories  of  the  French  in  Bengal,  and 
on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel ; the  Englilh  flag 
was  eredted  on  the  walls  of  Chandernagore,  Ge- 
man,  Carical,  and  Mafulipatam  ; the  fort  of  Ma- 
hie,  in  the  dominions  of  Hyder  Ally,  and  pro- 
tected by  the  name  of  that  prince,  and  the  iflands 
of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon,  ftrong  in  the  number 
of  their  inhabitants  and  the  advantages  of  their 
fituation,  alone  defied  the  ftorm. 

While  France  was  thus  ftripped  of  her  fettle- 
ments  in  the  Eaft,  the  attention  of  her  people  at 
home  was  in  a great  meafure  occupied  in  re- 
ftoring  the  memory  of  a man  to  whofe  mifcon- 
dudt  the  lofs  of  thofe  very  fettlements  in  the 
courfe  of  laft  war  had  been  imputed,  and  who 
had  fallen  a victim  to  the  public  indignation. 
Count  Lally,  who  from  the  original  ftation  of 
an  adventurer,  had  raifed  himfelf  by  his  valour 
and  enterprifing  genius  to  the  command  of  the 
French  forces  in  India,  after  the  redudtion  of 
Pondicherry  by  general  Coote,  had  returned  to 
France ; and  was  there  purfued  by  the  accufa- 
tions  of  the  governor  and  the  fuperior  council 
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of  Pondicherry.  To  his  violence,  extortion,  and 
oppreffion,  they  attributed  that  ruin  in  which  they 
had  been  involved ; and  his  impetuous  temper 
and  unbridled  arrogance,  unhappily  furnilhed  but 
too  much  advantage  to  the  enmity  of  his  ac- 
cufers.  The  parliament  was  authorifed  by  the 
late  king  to  proceed  againft  him ; and  their  re- 
port was  fatal  to  that  brave  but  imprudent  officer. 
He  was  declared  convifted  of  having  betrayed 
the  interefts  of  the  king  and  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany ; and  of  having  opprefled,  with  impartial 
rapacity,  every  defcription  of  perfons  that  had 
fought  refuge  or  proteftion  within  the  walls  of 
Pondicherry.  He  was  (tripped  of  his  crofs,  the 
honorary  reward  of  his  former  fervices ; and 
after  having  received  fourteen  wounds  in  ad- 
vancing the  glory  and  interefts  of  France,  was 
condemned  to  fall  by  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tioner. He  heard  his  fentence  with  the  indigna- 
tion of  injured  innocence ; and  poured  forth  the 
mod  violent  imprecations  againft  the  malice  of 
his  accufers,  and  the  fanguinary  partiality  of  his 
judges  ; but  in  the  laft  hour  of  his  life  he  re- 
fumed, however,  his  wonted 'firm nefs,  afeended 
the  fcaffold  quietly,  and  received  the  fatal  ftroke 
without  uttering  a word. 

But  the  fentence  that  terminated  his  life,  could 
only  for  a time  obicure  his  honour  j and  his  ntf- 
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tural  Con,  fince  known  by  the  title  of  count  Tol* 
lendal,  rofe  to  vindicate  the  memory  and  juftify 
the  fame  of  his  father.  Devoted  to  this  pious 
care,  renouncing  the  frivolous  amufements  of  his 
youth,  and  endowed  with  every  talent  of  nature 
and  art,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the 
feveral  criminal  codes  of  Europe ; he  even  found 
accefs  to  the  throne;  and  Lewis  the  Fifteenth, 
who  had  been  inexorable  to  the  father,  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  moved  by  the  virtues  of  the  fon. 
He  extended  to  him  the  royal  favour,  and  ho- 
noured him  with  his  particular  efteem  ; on  the 
death  of  that  monarch,  count  Tollendal  defifted 
not  from  his  unwearied  affiduities ; his  conllancy 
and  importunities  at  length  triumphed  over  the 
power  of  his  opponents ; the  voice  of  juftice  wag 
heard ; and  this  year  crowned  his  long  labours 
with  fuccefs,  by  the  reftoration  of  the  memo- 
ry of  count  Lally,  and  the  difgrace  of  his  ac- 
cufers. 

The  fame  year  that  beheld  that  officer’s  inno- 
cence legally  eftablifhed,  was  alfo  rendered  re- 
markable by  the  death  of  one  of  his  ableft  and  moft 
celebrated  phampions.  ft  is  the  lively  expreffion 
of  monfiepr  Voltaire,  “ That  count  Lally  was  a 
“ man  on  whom  every  one  had  a right  to  lay  his 
**  hand,  except  the  executioner.’'  But  it  was  not 
permitted  Voltaire  towitnd's  that  juftification  for 
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Which  he  had  combated ; and  that  wonderful  ge- 
pius,  who  has  filled  fa  diftinguilbed  a place  in  the 
republic  of  letters,  expired  only  a few  days  be- 
fore the  Sentence  of  the  count  was  reverted.  His 
private  chat  after,  fince  his  death,  has  been  at- 
tacked by  thofe  who  in  bis  life  had  fmarted  under 
his  pen ; but  whatfyer  might  be  his  faults  as  a 
pun,  as  an  author  he  perhaps  Hands  unrivalled ; 
and  the  various  compofitions  to.  which  he  ha? 
given  birth,  all  of  them  entertaining,  and  many' 
of  them  inftruftive,  are  the  befl  monuments  to 
perpetuate  bis  name. 

Amid  A the  hprrors  of  war  and  the  deftruftion 
pf  the  human  fpecies,  jFrance  received  fome  fa- 


fisfaftion  in  the  pregnancy  of  the  queen  ; that 
princefs,  whofe  free  and  amiable  manners  had 
endeared  her  to  her  fubjefts,  was  fatply  delivered 
pf  a daughter}  the  royal  infant  w^s  baptized  by 
the  name  of  Maria-Therefa  Charlotta ; and  the 
poupt  of  Provence,  apd  the  prjncefs  Elizabeth, 
represented  on  this  occafipn,  as  fponfors,  the  king 
,of  Spain  and  the  emprefs-queen. 

In  the  paean  time  the  war  raged 
in  the  w?fiern  part  of  the  world  with  * " 
pnabated  fury.  Count  d’Eftaing,  after  his  double 
repulfe  at  St.  L,ucia,  had  retired  to  Martinico, 
from  whence  the  Britilb  fleet,  now  rendered  equal 

i j * I - . . • I ^ .1  * ' 

to  him  by  the  arrival  of  admiral  Byron’s  fqua- 
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dron,  in  vain  endeavoured  to  allure  him.  His  con- 
duct at  this  moment  was  as  cautious  as  it  had 
been  formerly  bold  and  enterprifing ; the  junction 
of  Monfieur  de  Grafie  with  a confiderable  con- 
voy made  no  difference  in  the  comparative  ftrength 
of  the  hoftile  fleets,  fince  the  Englilh  about  the 
fame  time  received  a reinforcement  under  admi- 
ral Rowley ; and  the  count  ftill  continued  to  re- 
main inactive  within  the  harbour ; or  if  he  ven- 
tured forth,  retreated  immediately  on  the  appear- 
ance of  the  enemy. 

At  length  he  reaped  the  harveft  which  his  per- 
feverance  had  fown.  Admiral  Byron  deemed  it 
expedient  to  quit  his  Hat  ion,  and  convoy  to  a 
certain  latitude  the  trade  of  the  Britiih  Weft 
India  Iflands ; and  the  French  commander  was 
now  left  to  turn  his  arms  againft  whatever  place 
he  fhould  think  fit.  St.  Vincents,  one  of  the  neu- 
tral iflands,  and  which  had  been  ceded  to  Eng- 
land, at  the  concluiion  of  the  laft  war,  was  the 
firft  objeft  of  enterprife.  The  count  d’Eftaing 
detached  againft  it  the  Chevalier  Rumain,  with 
near  four  hundred  men;  and  though  the  garrifop 
exceeded  the  number  of  the  French,  and  the  in- 
habitants had  long  been  accuftomed  to  war  in 
their  domeftic  contefts  with  the  Caribb*,  yet  fo 
great  was  their  terror,  that  they  furrendered  on 
the  firft  fummons,  and  thought  themfelves  happy 
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in  obtaining  the  fame  terms  as  had  been  granted 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Dominica. 

During  this  expedition  count  d’Eftaing  had  been 
joined  by  monfieur  de  la  Motte  Piquet  from  Eu- 
rope, who  brought  with  him  not  only  a fupply  of 
troops,  but,  what  was  at  leaft  equally  ncceffary,  of 
naval  and  military  ftores  and  provifions.  Strength- 
ened by  this  reinforcement,  and  animated  by  the 
eafy  acquifition  of  St.  Vincent’s,  he  meditated  new 
' and  more  important  conquefts.  With  twenty-five 
fhips  of  the  line,  ten  frigates,  and  near  ten  thou- 
fand  troops,  he  arrived  off  the  ifland.of  Grenada, 
which  at  that  time  was  governed  by  lord  Ma- 
cartney, and  was  defended  only  by  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  regulars,  and  three  hundred  armed 
inhabitants,  who  occupied  a fortified  hill  that 
commanded  the  fort,  harbour,  and  capital  town 
of  St.  George. 

The  French  landed  between  two  and  three 
thoufand  regular  forces,  under  the  condudt  of 
count  Dillon ; who  the  next  day  inverted  the  hill, 
and  made  the  neccflary  preparations  for  carrying 
it  by  ftorm  on  the  following  night.  Lord  Macart- 
ney had  placed  great  reliance  on  the  natural  and 
artificial  ftrength  of  this  poft ; and  the  inhabitants 
deemed  it  to  afford  fo  perfect  a fecurity,  as  to 
render  it  a depofit  for  plate,  jewels,  and  their 
moft  valuable  moveables.  Their  refiftance  was 
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proportioned  to  the  booty  it  contained ; and  though 
count.  d’Eftaing  headed  a body  of  the  French 
troops  in  perfon,  they  were  repulfed  on  the  fiift 
onfet.  The  fuperiority  of  their  numbers  were  at 
length  decifive,  and  they  entered  the  lines  after  a 
hard  conflict  that  laded  about  an  hour  and  a 
half : without  lofing  a moment  or  even  halting 
to  recruit  their  waited  flrength,  they  dragged 
their  artillery  to  the  top  of  the  hill  that  com-* 
mandcd  the  fort ; and  the  governor,  fenfible  of 
his  dangerous  fituation,  now  folicited  terms  of 
capitulation,  which  be  had  before  rejected. 
But  the  favourable  moment  was  pall ; and  count 
d’Eftaing  would  only  grant  fuch  conditions,  as 
lord  Macartney  and  the  principal  inhabitants 
thought  it  better  to  truft  to  the  law  and  cuftoms 
of  nations  than  fubferibe  to  : they  therefore  fuh- 
mitted  without  any  ftipulations  whatfoever,  and 
abandoned  themfelves  to  the  diferetion  of  the 
vidtor. 

Whatever  luftre  might  accrue  to  count  d’Ef- 
taing from  the  reduction  of  the  ifland,  was  fullied 
by  the  feverity  and  rapacity  wl^ich  he  exercifed 
over  the  vanquifhed ; but  he  was  foon  fummooed 
from  the  fweets  of  plunder  to  maintain  his  new 
acquifition  by  arms.  Admiral  Byron,  on  his  re- 
turn  to  St.  Lucia,  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
lofs  uf  St.  Vincent’s,  and  in  conjunction  with  ge- 
neral 
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neral  Grant,  had  concerted  a plan  for  the  re-, 
covery  of  that  illandr  But  while  they  were  on 
their  paffage,  they  received  the  difagreeable  itVr 
tellig-nce  of  the  invafian  of  Grenada,  and  they 
immediately  changed  their  courfe  in  hopes  of  yet 
preferving  that  valuable  fettlement. 

A figpal  from  a battery  on  the  ifland  firft 
apprifed  count  d’Eftaiog  of  the  approach  of 
the  Englifh  fleet ; he  immediately  commanded 
his  own  to  (land  out  to  fea,  and  though  fuperior 
in  number  to  admiral  B>ron,  deemed  it  more 
prudent  to  fecurp  bis  prefenc  acquifition  than  to 
hazard  it  in  fearch  of  frefh  laurels.  The  Englifh 
attacked  with  great  fpirit,  but  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  adtion  they  were  informed  of  the 
total  reduction  of  the  ifland  of  Grenada;  the  ob- 
ject of  enterprife  was  thus  at  an  end ; their  fhips 
had  fuffered  confiderably  in  the  engagement,  and 
they  determined  to  retreat  to  St.  Chriftopher’s ; 
while  d’Eftaing,  fatisfied  with  having  protedled 
bis  new  conqueft,  returned,  during  the  night,  to 
Grenada. 

But  no  fooner  had  he  regulated  the  govern- 
ment of  that  ifland  than  he  fleered  for  Martinicp, 
and  thence  fupplied  with  naval  ftores,  proceeded 
towards  St.  Chriftopher’s,  and  defied  the  Eng- 
lifh to  battle  ; incapable  of  forcing  them  in  their 
own  harbour,  and  having  thus  retorted  the  in- 
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fult  that  had  been  formerly  offered  to  him  at 
Martinico,  he  direded  his  operations  to  a dif- 
ferent quarter,  and  failed  to  America  to  fecond 
the  defigns  of  the  United  States. 

The  fouthern  provinces  of  America  had,  in  a 
great  meafure,  been  exempt  from  thofe  calamities 
which  had  afflided  the  other  parts  of  that  conti- 
nent ; but  towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign, 
general  Clinton  had  extended  his  views  to  the 
recovery  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia.  The 
chief  command  was  veiled  in  general  Prevoft, 
who,  after  experiencing  fame  viciffitudes  of 
fortune,  gained  confiderable  footing  in  the  latter 
province,  and  had  eflablifhed  his  head-quarters  at 
the  town  of  Savannah.  The  United  States  were 
not  inclined  patiently  to  fubmit  to  this  difgrace ; 
but  the  feene  of  adion  was  fo  remote  from  the 
centre  of  force  and  the  feat  of  council,  that  the 
war  there  was  in  a great  meafure  beyond  their 
reach  ; and  the  Britjfh  marine  afforded  fuch  dc- 
cifive  advantages  to  the  operations  of  their  troops, 
in  countries  every  where  bordefed  by  the  fea  and 
interfeded  by  inland  navigations,  as  could  fcarce- 
ly  be  counteraded  with  effed  by  any  moderate 
fuperiority  at  land. 

Under  thefc  confiderations,  they  implored  the 
fupport  and  afiiftance  of  France ; and  the  court 
of  Verfailles,  defirous  of  affording  effential  aid 
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to  her  allies,  directed  count  d’Eftaing,  as  foon 
as  he  had  fulfilled  the  objects  of  enterprife  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  to  haften  to  America;  that 
commander  accordingly,  having  feen  the  home- 
ward bound  Weft-India  trade  clear  of  danger, 
proceeded  with  twenty-two  fhips  of  the  line  and 
ten  frigates  to  that  coaft,  in  hopes  not  only  of 
overwhelming  the  force  under  general  Prevoft, 
and  delivering  the  fouthern  colonies  from  appre- 
henfion,  but  with  the  intention,  in  conjunction 
with  general  Wafhington,  of  attacking  the  Bri- 
tifh  troops  at  New  York,  and  by  one  dccifive 
ftroke  bringing  the  war  on  that  continent  to  a 
final  conclufion. 

No  fooner  had  the  count  arrived  on  the  coaft; 
of  America,  than  he  was  informed  that  general 
Lincoln,  who  commanded  at  Charles  Town, 
was  inftruCted  to  adt  in  concert  with  him : 
fome  few  days  were  naturally  loft  in  adjufting 
the  future  operations  of  their  united  forces  ; and 
it  was  not  till  a week  from  his  firft  appearance 
that  he  anchored  off  the  bar  of  the  Tybee,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Savannah.  The  French 
troops  were  landed  at  Beaulieu,  about  thirteen 
miles  from  Savannah  Town  ; the  frigates  were 
pofted  fo  as  to  fecure  the  different  inlets  of  the 
river ; and  the  French,  with  the  American  light 
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horfe,  having  driven  in  the  outpflfts  of  the  ene- 
my, count  d’Eftaing  funimoned  general  Prcvoft, 
the  Britifh  commander,  to  furrendcr. 

Though  that  officer  had  diligently  employed 
the  interval  in  firengthening  the  works  of  the 
town,  he  yet  was  in  hourly  expectation  of  being 
joined  by  a conliderable  detachment  then  ab- 
fcnt  on  ah  expedition  againft  South  Carolina: 
this  circumftance  induced  him  to  return  an 
ambiguous  anfwer ; end  count  d’Eftaing,  in 
hopes  of  obtaining  poffelfion  of  the  town  with- 
out bloodfhed,  confented  to  a truce  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  He  had  foon  reafon  to  lament  the 
addrefs  that  had  deceived  him  into  this  fufpen- 
fion  of  hoftiiities ; in  the  Ihoft  fpace  mentioned, 
the  expefted  detachment  re-entered  Savannah, 
and  the  anfwer  of  general  Prcvoft  announced 
his  rcfolutiOn  to  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity. 

The  French  forces  confided  of  upwards  of 
four  thoufand  regular  troops,  and  the  Americans 
who  joined  their  ftandard  might  fwell  the  army 
of  the  befiegers  to  about  feveti  thoufand  men : 
the  Britifh  garrifon  that  defended  Savannah 
could  fcarce  be  eflimated  at  three  thoufand ; 
every  appearance  promifed  count  d'Eftaing  the 
mod  rapid  and  brilliant  fuccefs ; and  to  aug- 
ment the  diftrefs  of  the  befieged,  the  allied  ge- 
nerals 
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trefals  refufed  a paffagc  through  their  lines  to 
the  women  and  children  in  the  town.  The  re>- 
gular  approaches  that  had  been  firft  determined 
on  but  ill  fuited  the  impetuofity  of  the  French 
commander  j he  was  fenfible  of  the  danger  that 
his  fleet  of  capital  fliips  was  expoied  to,  in  ly- 
ing without  Ihelter  upon  an  inhofpitable  coaft 
at  that  critical  feafon  of  the  year ; he  obferved 
that  his  batteries  had  produced  but  little  effeft 
on  the  Britifh  W'Oirks ; he  was  impatient  to  pro- 
ceed in  quell  of  new  enterprifes ; and  he  relied 
With  implicit  confidence  on  the  fuperiority  of  his 
force  and  the  goodnefs  of  his  troops. 

. Thcfe  serious  motives  induced  a refolution 
which,  had  it  been  adopted  previous  to  the  re- 
turn and  junftion  of  the  Britifh  detachment  to 
general  Prcvoft,  might  have  been  attended  with 
fuccefs ; the  works,  then  feeble  and  incomplete, 
were  open  to  an  aflault,  and  would  probably 
have  been  penetrated  by  the  lively  valour  of 
the  French  ; but  they  had  how  been  ftrengthen- 
ed  by  the  arduous  labour  of  three  weeks,  and 
were  covered  by  a numerous  artillery  amount* 
ing  to  near  one  hundred  pieces,  and  directed 
by  captain  Moncrieffe,  an  engineer  of  approv- 
ed and  confutnfliate  fkill.  Yet  thcfe  obllacles, 
though  they  efcaped  not  the  obfervation,  could 
not  extinguilh  the  ardour  of  the  count  d’Ef- 
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taing  ; before  the  dawn  of  day  a heavy  cannon* 
ade  and  bombardment  ufhered  in  the  attack ; 
the  count  himfelf  in  perfon  led  the  flower  of 
both  armies,  and  was  accompanied  by  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  each.  But  this  enterprise  wa* 
not  attended  with  the  fuccefs  the  gallantry  of 
it  deferved ; the  allies  were  encountered  with 
an  obftinate  refiftance;  they  were  entangled  in 
their  approach  by  fwampy  ground ; and  though 
they  perfevered  in  the  attack  with  extraordinary 
courage,  and  for  fome  hours  rivalled  each  other 
in  mutual  adts  of  valour,  they  were  at  length 
obliged  with  confiderable  lofs,  to  retire  from  the 
field,  and  yield  to  the  advantageous  pofition  and 
calm  intrepidity  of  their  enemies. 

. This  repulfe  entirely  broke  the  defigns  of  the 
count  d’Eftaing  ; Severely  wounded  himfelf,  he 
lamented  the  fate  of  fome  of  his  moll  gallant 
officers  who  had  fallen  on  the  field  : in  about  a 
week  after  he  abandoned  the  unpropitious  coaft ; 
and  after  detaching  one  Squadron  of  his  fleet  to 
St.  Domingo,  a Second  under  monfieur  de  la 
Motte  Piquet  to  Martinico,  and  a third  under 
monfieur  de  Vaudreuil  to  the  Cliefapeak,  whofc 
prefence  prevented  the  invafion  of  Virginia,  and 
retarded  that  of  Carolina,  the  count  himfelf, 
with  the  fhips  leaft  fit  for  Service,  failed  for 
Europe. 
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Whatever  difappointmcnts  might  have  attended 
the  arms  of  France  in  America,  her  negotiations 
in  Europe  afforded  her  ample  compenfation  ; and 
the  court  of  Spain  aroufed  from  the  neutrality 
(he  had  hitherto  obferved,  and  difgufted  with  tire 
minifters  of  Great  Britain,  who  had  reje&ed  her 
proffered  mediation,  now  refolved  to  fulfil  the 
conditions  of  the  celebrated  family  compact;  and 
to  efface  the  unfortunate  and  difgraceful  events  of 
the  laft  war,  by  uniting  in  this  the  ftrength  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon,  while  vigorous  and  yet  unim- 
paired. Her  ambaffador  the  marquis  de  Alma- 
dovar,  after  having  prefented  a memorial  to  the 
court  of  St.  James’s,  in  which  he  declared  the 
infults  offered  to  his  fovercign  amounted  exa&Iy 
to  one  hundred,  quitted  London  and  returned  to 
Spain. 

France  immediately  prepared  to  avail  herfelf 
of  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  court  of  Madrid ; 
count  d’Orvilliers  failed  with  the  grand  fleet  from 
Breft,  and  joined  that  of  Spain ; and  the  com- 
bined fleets  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  prefented 
to  their  enemies  the  formidable  fight  of  fixty  fix 
fhips  of  the  line ; with  this  prodigious  force  they 
entered  the  Britilh  channel,  and  fcattered  terror 
and  difmay  throughout  the  coafts  of  that  ifland. 
Admiral  Hardy,  who  commanded  the  Englilh 
fleet,  was  happy  to  find  refuge  in  the  friendly 
harbours  of  Great  Britain ; Plymouth  trembled 
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for  her  fafety ; and  that  people  who  had  fo  long 
aflerted  their  dominion  over  the  feas,  in  their  turn 
were  taught  to  dread  the  calamities  of  a menaced 
invafion.  The  dread  of  the  approaching  equi 
no&ial  florins,  after  the  capture  of  the  Ardent, 
an  Englifh  fhip  of  the  line,  induced  the  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain  to  feparate;  but  the  naval  cam- 
paign proved  more  glorious  than  advantageous  to 
the  former  j ailH  a peflilential  diforder  which  the 
failors  on  their  return  communicated  to  their 
countrymen,  raged  for  a long  time  throughout 
France  with  fatal  fury. 

To  increafe  the  embaraflments  of  the  Englifh, 
and  divide  their  force,  Spain,  with  a confiderable 
army  formed  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar ; a fortrefs 
which,  fituated  on  a rock,  and  occupied  by  the 
Englifh,  had  long  derided  the  attempts,  and 
wounded  the  pride  of  the  court  of  Madrid.  The 
land  forces  were  entrufted  to  the  command  of 
Don  Alvarez ; Don  Barcello  blocked  up  the  har- 
bour with  a number  of  xebecques  and  frigates  ; 
while  Don  Lewis  de  Cordova  with  twelve  fhips  of 
the  line  was  ftationed  near  to  afford  fupport  to  his 
operations. 

Amidft  the  fury  of  war  Lewis  difplayed  that 
regard  for  fcience  which  had  early  formed  the 
prominent  feature  of  his  reign  ; and  while  he 
poured  the  thunder  of  his  arms  on  his  enemies, 
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two  fhips  were  marked  by  an  honourable  exemp- 
tion from  the  attempts  of  the  fleets  of  France.  Pre- 
vious to  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  the 
Englifh  had  lent  two  veflels  into  the  fouth  feas, 
commanded  by  captains  Cook  and  Clerke,  to  ex- 
plore the  coafts  and  iflands  of  Japan  and  Cali- 
fornia ; the  return  of  thole  veflels  was  hourly  ex- 
pected in  Europq ; and  Lewis,  with  a confiderate 
humanity  which  reflects  the  brighteft  luftre  on  his 
character,  bv  a circular  letter  to  all  his  naval  of- 
ficers, commanded  them  to  abftain  from  all  hof- 
tilities againlt  thefe  Ihips,  and  to  treat  them  as 
neutral  veflels.  The  letters  mentioned  alfo  in 
terms  of  the  higheft  refpeCt  captain  Cook,  who 
had  long  diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  fuccefiive  voy- 
ages of  difeovery.  But  death  allowed  not  that 
celebrated  navigator  to  enjoy  this  grateful  tefti- 
mony  of  his  merit ; and  in  one  of  the  newly  dis- 
covered iflands  he  had  already  fallen  a victim  to 
the  blind  fury  of  the  favage  inhabitants. 

Though  Italy  had  efcaped  the  deftruftive  rage 
of  war,  and  the  fanguinary  effeCts  of  ambition, 
yet  the  fertile  fields  of  Naples  were  afflicted  by  a 
calamity  not  lefs  fatal  and  more  tremendous.  A 
dreadful  eruption  from  Mount  Vefuvius,  which 
far  exceeded  any  that  had  been  known  in  the  me- 
mory of  man,  overwhelmed  in  horror  and  ruin 
the  adjacent  country  ; in  the  diftrift  of  Ottaiano, 
O 2 the 
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the  habitations  of  twelve  thoufand  perfons  were 
deluged  or  confumed  by  a dream  of  liquid  fire ; 
its  fatai  influence  extended  for  above  three  miles; 
the  hopes  of  the  peafant  and  the  wealth  of  the 
hufbandman  were  in  a moment  blafted  and  des- 
troyed, and  the  elements  feemed  to  confpire  with 
man  in  Spreading  mifery  and  devaftation  through- 
out the  human  Species. 
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Chapter  the  Forty-Third. 


CONFEDERACY  OF  THE  NORTHERN*  POWERS  OF 

EUROPE VICTORY  OF  ADMIRAL  RODNEY 

OVER  DON  JUAN  DE  LANGARA THE  COM- 

BINED SQU  ADRON  OF  FRANCE  AND  SPAIN 
CAPTURE  THE  ENGLISH  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIA 
FLEET  — ACTION  BETWEEN  COUNT  DE  GUI- 
CHEN  AND  ADMIRAL  RODNEY  IN  THE  WEST 
INDIES CAMPAIGN  IN  AMERICA EXPEDI- 

TION OF  THE  MARQJJIS  DE  LA  FAYETTE 
AGAINST  CANADA,  DISCONCERTED  BY  THE 
RETURN  OF  COUNT  DE  GUICHEN  TO  EUROPE— 

HURRICANE  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES ENGLAND 

DECLARES  WAR  WITH  HOLLAND DISMISSAL 

OF  MONSIEUR  SARTINE— ATTEMPT  ON  JER- 
SEY  REDUCTION  OF  TOBAGO — MONSIEUR  DE 

GRASSE  SAILS  TO  AMERICA CAPTURE  OF 

THE  BRITISH  ARMY  UNDER  LORD  CORN- 
WALLIS— PENSACOLA  REDUCED  BY  THE  SPA- 
NIARDS— MONSIEUR  SUFFRE1N  SAILS  TO  THE 
EAST  INDIES — ENGAGEMENT  WITH  COMMO- 
O 3 DORS 
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DORE  JOHNSTONE  AT  ST.  JAGO — HYDER  ALLY 
ATTACKS  THE  ENGLISH  SETTLEMENTS  IN  THE 
BAST LOSSES  OF  THE  DUTCH  IN  THAT  QUAR- 

TER— ACTION  OFF  THE  DOGGER  BANK — DIS- 
MISSAL OF  MONSIEUR  NECKER — BIRTH  OF 
THE  DAUPHIN. 


A D 1780  T HE  public  opinion  that  had  raifed 
monfieur  Necker  to  the  obfirvation 
and  favour  of  his  fovereign,  ftill  continued  to  fol- 
low him ; and  his  talents  were  affiduoufly  em- 
ployed to  merit  applaufe.  Under  his  direction  a 
general  reform  took  place  throughout  every  de- 
partment of  the  revenue ; the  people,  inftead  of 
being  burthened  with  new  taxes,  beheld  the  pub- 
lic income  augmented  by  the  ceconomy  and  im- 
provements that  were  introduced  into  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  finances;  a variety  of  unnecef- 
Jary  offices  in  the  houfehold  of  the  king  apd  queen 
were  abolifhed,  and  other  important  regulations 
adopted  for  the  eafe  of  the  fubjeft  and  the  gene- 
ral benefit  of  the  kingdom. 

The  zeal  and  induftry  of  the  direftor  general 
of  the  finances  were  rivalled  by  the  addrtfs  q>f  the 
tninifters  of  France  at  the  different  courts  of  Eu- 
rope. The  emperor  of  Germany  and  the  king 
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of  Pruffia  after  a Ihort  trial  of  each  others  ftrength, 
had  agreed  to  Iheath  the  fword  ; but  they  conti- 
nued Bill  agitated  with  mutual  jealoufy,  and  ftill 
maintained  on  foot  the  fame  armies  as  if  in  a 
Rate  of  adtual  hoftility.  But  if  the  reciprocal 
fufpicions  of  thefe  rival  courts  diverted  their  at- 
tention from  the  neighbouring  belligerent  powers, 
the  fituation  of  Ruffia  allowed  her  to  contemplate 
at  leifure  what  advantages  Ihe  might  derive  from 
the  general  ftate  of  affairs.  That  empire  at  no 
time  had  appeared  more  formidable;  and  the  fuc- 
pefs  of  her  arms  in  the  laft  war  againft  the  Otto- 
man Porte,  had  received  additional  luftre  from 
the  acquiefcence  of  the  divan  in  the  conditions 
fhe  had  dictated  with  refpedt  to  the  Crimea.  J\. 
long  and  intimate  connection  had  fubfilted  be- 
tween the  courts  of  Peterfburg  and  London : 
and  fhould  the  myriads  of  Ruffia  be  added  to  the 
wealth  of  England,  Lewis  was  fenfible  that  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  mult  have  funk  in  the  unequal 
conteft. 

The  French  ambafiador  at  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burg was  therefore  inftrudted  at  this  critical 
juncture  to  conciliate  the  inclinations  of  the  em- 
prefs,  by  every  compliance  that  the  honour  of 
his  country  would  permit ; and  the  fears  of 
France  were  foon  extinguilhed  by  a manifelto  as 
favourable  to  the  views  of  the  court  of  Verfailies, 
O 4 as 
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as  it  was  unpropitious  to  thofe  of  St.  James’s. 
The  jealoufy  that  had  been  excited  by  the  for- 
mer afeendancy  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  domi- 
nion that  (he  had  attained  on  the  fea,  had  even 
extended  to,  and  been  nourilhed  by,  the  moft  dif- 
tant  powers  of  the  north  ; the  emprefs  of  Ruffia 
embraced  the  favourable  opportunity  to  emanci- 
pate her  commerce  from  the  controul  of  thofe 
haughty  iflanders  j and  was  readily  perfuadtd  by 
the  ambaflador  of  France  to  place  herfelf  at  the 
head  of  a confederacy  formed  of  her  northern 
neighbours.  She  accordingly  addreffed  a decla- 
ration to  the  courts  of  London,  Verfailles,  and 
Madrid,  in  which,  after  dwelling  on  the  judice 
and  moderation  of  which  (he  had  given  fuch 
convincing  proofs  in  the  courfe  of  her  war  with 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  the  drift  regard  that  fhe 
had  always  (hewn  for  the  rights  of  neutrality  and 
of  commerce  in  general,  (he  lamented  that  her 
example  had  not  been  permitted  to  influence  the 
prefent  belligerent  powers,  but  that  her  fubjefts 
had  been  precluded  from  enjoying  peaceably  the 
fruits  of  their  induftry,  and  the  advantages  be- 
longing to  neutral  nations ; that  they  bad  been 
molefted  in  their  navigation,  and  retarded  in  their 
operations  by  the  (hips  and  privateers  of  the  con- 
tending fovereigns  ; and  that  (he  found  herfelf, 
with  concern,  under  the  neccflity  of  removing 
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thofc  vexations  which  were  offered  to  the  com- 
merce of  Ruflia  in  particular,  and  to  that  of  Eu- 
rope in  general,  by  all  the  means  compatible  with 
her  dignity  and  with  the  welfare  of  her  fubjedts. 

She  proceeded  to  demand  that  neutral  ihips 
fliould  enjoy  a free  navigation,  even  from  port  to 
port,  and  on  the  coafts  of  the  belligerent  powers ; 
that  all  effedts  belonging  to  the  belligerent  powers 
ihould  be  looked  upon  as  free  on  board  fuch  neu- 
tral fhips,  excepting  only  tliofe  goods  as  were 
ftipulated  contraband,  as  arms,  ammunition,  and 
warlike  ftores ; that  if  any  fuch  were  found,  be- 
yond what  might  properly  appertain  to  the  fhip’s 
crew  or  pafllngcrs,  they  might  be  feized  and  con- 
fifeated  according  to  law ; but  neither  the  veflels, 
paflengers,  or  the  reft  of  the  goods  were  to  be 
detained  for  that  reafon,  or  hindered  from  purfu- 
ing  their  voyage ; that  thefe  principles  were  to 
ferve  as  rules  in  the  judicial  proceedings  and  fen- 
tences  upon  the  legality  of  prizes ; and  her  im- 
perial majelly  declared,  to  render  them  ftill  more 
refpedted,  and  to  proredt  the  honour  of  her  flag, 
ihe  had  given  orders  to  fit  out  a confiderable  naval 
force.  The  kings  of  Denmark  and  Sweden  im- 
mediately acceded  to  the  language  and  declara- 
tions of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia ; the  dates  gene- 
ral of  the  United  Provinces,  after  that  delay  that 
always  prevails  in  the  deliberations  of  the  repub- 
lic. 
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lie,  followed  their  example;  and  this  formidable 
confederacy  adorned  the  title  of  the  armed  neu- 
trality,  and  engaged  to  make  a common  caufe  of 
it  at  fea,  againft  any  of  the  powers  that  fliould 
violate  the  principles  which  had  been  laid  down 
in  the  memorial  of  the  emprefs  of  Rufiia. 

The  anfwer  of  the  king  of  France  proclaimed 
how  acceptable  the  nature  of  that  memorial  was 
to  the  court  of  Verfailies.  He  declared  what  her 
imperial  rnajefty  claimed  from  the  belligerent 
powers,  was  nothing  elfe  than  the  rules  preferibed 
to  the  French  navy ; the  execution  of  which 
was  maintained  with  an  exadtnefs  known  and  ap- 
plauded by  all  Europe.  He  expreffed  his  appro- 
bation of  the  principles  and  views  of  the  emprefs; 
and  afferted,  that  from  the  meafures  (he  had  now 
adopted,  folid  advantages  would  undoubtedly  re- 
fult  not  only  to  her  fubjedts  but  alfo  to  all  nations. 

Whillt  France  by  her  intrigues  fecured  the 
friendfhip  of  the  north,  fire  fuffered  a deep  and 
fatal  wound  in  the  calamity  of  her  kindred  ally. 
A Spanifh  fquadron,  of  eleven  fhips  of  the  line 
and  two  frigates,  cruifing  near  Cape  Saint  Vim 
cent,  under  the  command  of  Don  Juan  de  Lan- 
gara,  was  furrounded  by  the  Englifh  fleet  under 
admiral  Rodney,  then  proceeding  to  the  relief  of 
Gibraltar.  The  Spaniards  for  a long  time  main- 
tained the  conflict  with  great  gallantry  $ but  they 
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were  at  length  forced  to  yield  to  the  fuperior 
numbers  of  their  enemies.  The  Saint  Domingo, 
a Spanifli  fhip  of  feventy  guns  and  fix  hundred 
men,  was  blown  up  in  the  adlion.  The  admiral’* 
fhip,  the  Phoenix  of  eighty  guns,  with  four  more 
lhips  of  the  line,  were  taken ; another  of  the  fame 
rate  was  driven  on  fhore  and  deftroyed ; and  the 
fluttered  remnant  efcaped  with  difficulty  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  vidtors.  Admiral  Rodney  imme- 
diately after  purfued  his  courle  to  Gibraltar,  re- 
lieved the  garrifon  of  that  fortrefs,  repafl’ed  the 
Streights,  and  fleered  in  triumph  to  the  Weft- 
Indies  ; after  detaching  admiral  Digby  with  his 
prizes  and  part  of  his  fquadron  to  Great  Britain, 
who  on  his  paflage  fell  in  with  and  captured 
the  Prothee,  a French  man  of  war  of  fixty-four 
guns. 

This  was  not  the  only  difafter  that  arofe  from 
the  perfevering  attachment  of  Spain  <0  the  liege 
of  Gibraltar.  The  naval  preparations  of  France 
had  been  continued  during  the  winter  at  an  ex- 
pencc  that  bordered  on  profufion  ; and  the  united 
fleets  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  might  have  efta- 
blifhed  their  fovereignty  in  the  Channel,  and  once 
more  infulted  the  coafts  of  Great  Britain  ; but 
Spain,  occupied  in  fruitlefs  attempts  on  that  fatal 
rock,  fullered  the  moment  for  their  junction  to 
plapfe  ; tire  fleet  of  France  was  confined  to  her 
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harbours  by  the  fuperior  force  of  Great  Britain, 
whofe  naval  armaments  fhe  was  not  able  to  en- 
counter fingly.  Admiral  Geary,  with  the  Englifh 
fleet,  continued  vigilantly  toobferve  their  motions; 
and  the  Artois,  the  Capricieufe,  the  Nymphe,  and 
the  Belle  Poute,  were  fucceffively  taken  by  Britifh 
cruifers.  The  chevalier  de  Kcrgarion,  who  com- 
manded the  latter,  diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  a 
bloody  and  gallant  refiftance.  Though  the  fhip 
that  attacked  him  mounted  fixty-four  guns,  and 
the  Belle  Poule  carried  only  thirty-two,  he  main- 
tained the  combat  with  undaunted  refolution; 
mortally  wounded,  he  continued  to  exclaim, 
*c  Courage,  my  children,  courage!”  and  expired 
while  he  yet  endeavoured  to  animate  by  his  ex- 
preflion  and  example  his  faithful  crew.  On  his 
death  the  command  devolved  on  his  firft  lieute- 
nant M.  Ia  Motte  Tabourell,  who  defended  the 
Belle  Poule,  with  fimilar  refolution,  for  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.  He  then  relu&antly  ftruck 
his  flag,  as  it  was  impoflible  any  longer  to  keep 
the  fhip  from  finking,  had  the  engagement  been 
continued.  Six  feet  water  were  in  the  hold,  fix- 
teen  (hot  in  the  body  of  the  fhip,  the  marts  and 
yards  broken,  the  fails  and  rigging  cut  to  pieces, 
the  captain  and  twenty-four  men  killed,  and  the 
fecond  captain,  with  fifty  men  wounded.  The 
chevalier  du  Remain,  in  the  Nymphe,  had  de- 
fended 
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fended  himfelf  with  fimilar  courage;,  equal  in 
force  to  the  Englifh  fhip,  he  only  yielded  to 
her  fuperior  fortune;  before  the  colours  of  the 
Nymph^  were  (truck,  two  thirds  of  her  crew  were 
killed  and  wounded  ; and  among  tiie  former  was 
the  chevalier  du  Remain  himfelf. 

The  French  drips  of  war,  impatient  of  the  de- 
lay of  the  Spaniards,  had  efcaped  from  Bred  in 
fmall  divifions,  and  rendezvoufed  at  Cadiz.  There 
they  had  joined  the  fleet  of  Spain,  and  once  more 
united,  were  occupied  in  cruizing  ofTCape  St.  Vin- 
cent, when  fortune  feemed  inclined  to  compenfate 
for  their  former  difappointments.  A rich  and 
confiderable  convoy  for  the  Eaft  and  Welt  Indies, 
under  the  protection  of  one  (hip  of  the  line  and 
two  frigates,  had  failed  from  England  ; and  Don 
Lewis  de  Cordova,  who  commanded  the  combined 
fquadrons,  was  agreeably  furprifed  with  the  fight 
of  this  invaluable  and  defencelefs  fleet.  A fignal 
was  made  for  a general  chafe  ; the  men  of  tear 
efcaped  by  their  fuperior  failing;  but  five  Ealt- 
India  men,  and  fifty  vcflcls  bound  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  were  taken  and  carried  into  Cadiz ; the 
former,  befidcs  arms  and  ammunition,  with  a 
train  of  artillery,  conveyed  naval  (lores  for  the 
fupply  of  the  Britilh  iquadron  in  that  quarter;  and 
the  latter  contained  tents  and  camp  equipage 
for  the  troops  defigned  for  adfive  fervice  in  the 
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Leeward  iflands;  but  the  moft  irreparable  lofs 
to  Great  Britain  were  fifteen  hundred  and  twenty 
feamen,  and  twelve  hundred  and  fifty- five  fol- 
diers,  who  became  by  that  event  the  captives  of 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

In  the  Weft  Indies  Monfieur  de  la  Motte 
Piquet,  with  four  (hips  of  the  line,  attacked  a 
fquadron  of  the  Englifh  under  commodore  Corn- 
wallis ; the  latter,  during  the  adtion,  was  joined 
by  another  (hip  of  the  line,  which  rendered  their 
force  more  equal  to  the  encounter ; and  monfieur 
de  la  Motte,  having  received  already  confiderable 
damage*  and  impatient  to  join  the  grand  fleet* 
bore  away  for  Cape  Francois.  The  count  de 
Guichen  had  failed  from  Bred  to  fupply  the  place 
of  count  d’Eftaing  ; the  fleet  under  his  command, 
when  united,  confifted  of  twenty-three  (hips  of 
the  line,  befides  frigates  ; and  foon  after  he  fell  in 
with  admiral  Rodney  and  twenty  (hips  of  the 
line.  An  engagement  enfued,  long,  obftinate, 
and  indecifivc.  The  French  retired  to  refit  to 
Guadaloupe,  and  the;  Englilh,  refolute  to  renew 
the  a&ion,  cruized  off  the  ifland  of  Martinico. 

The  count  de  Guichen,  whofe  gallantry  in  the 
laft  engagement  had  extorted  the  admiration  of 
his  adverfaries,  was  not  difpofed  to  fufferthe  Bri- 
ti(h  fleet  to  infult  by  their  prefence  a fettlement 
belonging  to  France.  On  intelligence  of  the  fta-  .. 
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tion  of  admiral  Rodney,  he  quitted  Guadaloupe* 
and  fleered  to  meet  the  rival  of  his  glory.  But 
the  engagement  'did  not  commence  till  evening, 
dnd  night  foon  after  feparated  the  combatants* 
A third  encounter  was  equally  partial-and  inde- 
cifive  ; and  count  de  Guichen  foon  after  joined  a 
Spanilh  fquadron,  which,  though  it  gave  him 
a decided  fuperiority,  yet  refufed  to  concur  in 
any  attack  on  the  fettlements  of  the  Englilh ; the 
French  commander,  by  the  fuperfiuous  caution 
of  his  colleague,  thus  rendered  incapable  of 
availing  himfelf  of  his  immediate  flrengrh,  feized 
the  opportunity  to  efcort  the  homeward-bound 
trade  towards  Europe  j the  fickly  ftate  of  his  men 
induced  him  to  continue  his  voyage,  and  he  con- 
ducted bis  wealthy  convoy  in  fafety  to  Cadiz ; 
there  he  was  joined  by  the  count  d’Eftaing,  who 
aflumed  the  chief  command  ; the  fleet  of  France 
by  this  union  was  fwelled  to  thirty  fix  fhips  of 
the  line ; but  the  fliips  themfelves  were  foul  and 
out  of  repair,  and  the  feeble  condition  of  the 
erews  has  already  been  noticed.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  and  incumbered  by  the  protection 
of  his  convoy,  though  count  d’Eflaing  on  his 
pafiage  fell  in  with  the  Englifh  fleet  under  ad- 
miral Darby,  confiding  of  only  twenty-two  fliips 
of  the  line,  yet  he  deemed  it  unadvifable  to  ha- 
zard 
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zard  an  engagement,  and  purfued  his  courfe  to 
the  ports  of  France. 

The  repulfe  of  count  d’Eftaing  at  Savannah 
had  revived  the  hopes  of  the  Britilh  commanders 
in  America ; they  now  afpired  to  the  final  reduc- 
tion of  the  fouthern  colonies,  and  the  inclemency 
of  winter  was  not  permitted  to  fufpend  their  hof- 
tile  operations.  At  the  clofe  of  the  laid  year, 
general  Clinton  fet  fail  from  New  York  with  a 
confiderable  body  of  troops  for  the  attack  of 
Charleftown,  the  capital  of  South  Carolina ; he 
wasefcorted  and  fupported  by  a Britilh  fleet  com- 
manded by  admiral  Arbuthnot ; after  a tedious 
voyage  they  reached  Savannah,  and  having  re- 
frelhed  the  troops  and  repaired  the  damages  the 
fleet  had  fuftained,  in  the  middle  of  March  they 
arrived  within  fight  of  the  place  of  their  defti- 
nation. 

Though  the  Americans  were  not  ignorant  of 
the  intentions  of  the  Britilh  commander,  yet  the 
forces  in  Charleftown,  including  every  deferip- 
tion,  fcarce  amounted  to  fix  thoufand  men,  and 
were  by  no  means  equal  to  the  extent  of  the 
works ; many  of  thefc  alfo  were  but  little  ac- 
cuftomed  to  military  fervice,  and  very  ill  provided 
with  cloathes  and  other  ncccffaries.  This  omif- 
fion  was  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  fupinenefs  of 
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Congrefs,  but  to  the  nature  of  their  military  efta- 
blifhment ; the  men  in  general  enlifted  but  for  a 
fingle  campaign,  and  on  the  approach  of  winter 
were  impatient  to  return  to  their  farms  or  families; 
it  was  this  very  circumftance  that  probably  in- 
duced general  Clinton  to  engage  in  the  expedi- 
tion at  the  particular  feafon  when  he  knew  the 
United  States  were  leaft  capable  of  affording  fuc- 
cour  to  the  befieged ; but  though  general  Lin- 
coln was  fenfible  of  the  difficulties  that  he  was 
expofed  to,  yet  he  rejefted  the  terms  of  capitu- 
lation that  were  offered  by  the  Britifb  commander, 
and  prepared  to  difcharge  the  truft  repofed  in  him 
with  fidelity  and  honour. 

But  perfonal  courage  could  not  alone  fupply 
the  deficiency  of  every  other  requifite  for  a fuc- 
cefsful  defence;  and  general  Lincoln  beheld  with 
regret,  while  his  own  hopes  diminifhed,  the 
ftrength  of  the  enemy  increafe.  A detachment 
from  the  Britifh  fhips  poffeffed  themfelves  of  Sul- 
livan’s Ifland,  which  from  its  fituation  might 
greatly  incommode  the  garrifon ; a body  of  ca- 
valry that  had  been  colie&ed  in  the  adjacent 
country  for  the  fupport  of  the  befieged,  was 
routed  and  totally  difperfed ; in  the  progrefs  of 
a month,  the  approaches  of  the  befiegers  had 
been  fuccefsfully  advanced;  and  general  Lincoln, 
unwilling  by  a fruitlefs  perfeverance  to  involve 
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the  town  and  inhabitants  in  certain  dcftru&ion, 
refumed  the  negociation  that  had  been  broken 
off,  and  fubfcribed  the  terms  of  capitulation ; 
thefe  preferved  to  the  inhabitants  their  Jives  and 
property ; the  militia  were  permitted  to  retire  to 
their  refpeSive  homes ; but  the  regulars  of  the 
American  army  were  to  remain  prifoners  of  war 
until  exchanged. 

The  danger  and  lofs  of  Charles  Town  had  ex- 
cited a confiderable  alarm  throughout  America; 
the  United  States  had  folicited  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms  the  fupport  of  France ; and  Lewis  attentive, 
to  the  interefts  of  his  allies,  detached  in  the  be- 
ginning of  May  from  Bred  the  count  of  Rocham- 
beau  with  twelve  thoufand  feledt  troops,  and  the 
chevalier  de  Ternay  with  feven  fliips  of  the  line 
and  feveral  frigates.  Thefe  arrived  about  the 
middle  of  June  at  Rhode  Ifland,  which,  during 
the  courfe  of  laft  year  had  been  evacuated  by  the 
Britilh,  and  now  acknowledged  the  authority  of 
the  United  States. 

Count  Rochambeau  was  received  by  the  Ame- 
ricans with  every  mark  of  cordial  efteem ; a com- 
mittee from  the  general  affembly  of  Rhode  Ifland 
was  appointed  to  congratulate  him  on  his  arrival ; 
and  their  fatisfa&ion  was  not  diminilhed  by  the 
declaration  of  the  French  commander,  that  his 
fovereign  would  never  flicath  the  fword  until  the 
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independence  of  America  was  acknowledged  ; 
that  the  troops  he  had  brought  over  were  only 
the  van  guard  of  a much  greater  force  that  was 
deftined  to  their  aid  ; and  that  the  king  had  or- 
dered him  to  aflfure  them  that  his  whole  power. 
Ihould  be  exerted  for  their  fupport ; he  added, 
that  the  French  troops  were  under  the  ftrifteft 
difcipline ; and  aftihg  under  the  orders  of  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  would  live  with  the  Americans 
as  their  brethren. 

The  United  States  allotted  Rhode  Ifland  to 
their  allies  as  a place  of  arms  ; and  count  Ro* 
chambeau,  while  he  waited  the  promifed  rein- 
forcement, diligently  employed  his  troops  in  re- 
pairing and  augmenting  the  works  on  the  ifland. 
He  had  foon  after  reafon  to  congratulate  himfelf 
on  this  precaution.  General  Clinton  and  admi- 
ral Arbuthnot,  returned  from  the  reduction  of 
Charles  Town  to  New  York,  formed  a plan  of 
attack  againft  the  French  fleet  and  army;  but  their 
defigns  could  not  elude  the  penetration  of  gene- 
ral Walhington ; he  rapidly  croffed  the  North 
River  with  twelve  thoufand  men ; and  general 
Clinton  perceiving  the  danger  to  which  his  ab- 
fence  muft  expofe  New  York,  relinquilhed  his 
attempt  againft  Rhode  Ifland. 

The  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  had  been  fo 
much  diftinguiflied  by  the  early  part  that  he 
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took  in  tbc  American  caufe,  long  before  the 
court  of  Verfailles  had  thought  it  prudent  to 
avow  their  inclination,  returned  from  his  native 
.country,  to  which  he  had  paid  a tranfient  vifit,  to 
join  again  the  ftandard  of  freedom.  His  early 
engagement,  and  great  zeal  and  activity  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  United  States,  rendered  him  peculiarly 
acceptable  to  general  Wafhington;  and  the  com- 
mendations of  that  commander  were  productive 
of  the  molt  flattering  attentions  from  eongrefs  to 
the  marquis. 

But  the  vifit  of  that  nobleman  to  Philadelphia, 
where  the  eongrefs  had  again  cltablifhed  their  re- 
fidence,  was  principally  to  concert  and  adjuft  the 
plan  for  the  reft  of  the  campaign.  He,  as  well 
as  count  Rochambeau,  held  forth  affurances  of 
the  moft  powerful  fupport  from  France ; it  was 
expected  that  monfieur  de  Guichen  from  the 
Weft  India  iflands  would  fleer  his  courfe  to 
America ; that  he  would  join  the  frefh  fhips  of 
monfieur  Ternay;  and  that  the  grand  army  under 
general  Walhington  being  alfo  reinforced  by  the 
troops  of  Rochambeau,  an  attack  by  fea  and  land 
might  be  made  on  the  Britifh  troops  at  New 
York,  with  fuch  a fuperiority  of  force  as  muft 
have  enfured  fuccefs;  the  reduction  of  lord  Corn- 
yrallis’s  detachment  to  the  fouthward  muft  na- 
turally have  enfued ; and  the  marquis  de  la 
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Fayette  was  to  have  proceeded  with  a confidera- 
We  army  on  a winter  expedition  againft  Canada. 

In  expectation  of  thefe  events,  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette  publifhed  a preparatory  memorial  ad- 
drefled  to  the  French  Canadians,  and  calling  upon 
them  by  all  the  ancient  ties  of  allegiance,  blood, 
religion,  and  country,  as  well  as  by  the  natural 
defire  of  recovering  their  freedom,  to  be  ready  to 
join  and  allift  him;  and  holding  out  all  the  feve- 
rities  of  war,  and  all  the  terrors  of  military  exe- 
cution, to  thofe,  if  any  fuch  there  were,  who, 
blindly  perverfe  to  their  own  interefts,  and  for- 
getful of  all  thofe  ties  and  duties,  Ihould  in  any 
manner  oppofe  the  arms  or  impede  the  generous 
defigns  of  their  deliverers ; but  when  Wafhing- 
ton  had  recruited  his  army  with  fuch  diligence 
as  to  have  fwelled  it  to  twenty  thoufand  men,  the 
whole  projeCt  was  difconcerted  by  a circumftance 
that  has  been  already  related ; and  the  count  de 
Guichen,  in  proceeding  with  his  fleet  to  Europe, 
expofed  the  Americans  to  as  fevere  a dilappoint- 
ment  as  any  they  had  experienced  during  the 
courfe  of  the  war. 

This  conduCt  of  monfieur  de  Guichen,  how- 
ever fatal  to  the  fplendid  profpeCts  of  the  allies 
of  France,  was  fufficiently  juflified  by  the  bad 
ftate  of  his  fhips  when  he  arrived  at  Cadiz;- and 
his  departure  from  the  W-eft  Indies  prefcrved  him 
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from  the  calamities  in  which  thofe  iflands  were  foott 
after  involved.  A hurricane,  the  fury  of  whigh  ex- 
ceeded any  thing  that  ever  was  known  or  can  be 
conceived,  fwept  throughout  that  quarter  of  the 
world,  the  Teas  and  land,  with  wild  and  undiftin- 
guilhed  rage.  At  Martinico  the  beautiful  town 
of  St.  Pierre,  built  upon  the  fliore,  was  entirely 
overwhelmed  and  walhed  away ; the  town  of  Baffe- 
terre  in  Guadaloupe  fhared  the  fame  fate;  fixty 
fail  of  tranfports  from  France,  that  had  arrived 
that  morning  at  Martinico,  with  ftores,  and  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  troops  on  board,  were 
driven  out  to  lea,  and  almoft  all  fwallowed  up  by 
that  ungovernable  element.  The  Experiment  of 
fifty  guns,  with  the  Juno  of  forty,  and  feveral 
other  French  frigates,  were  entirely  loft.  Gre- 
nada and  St.  Vincent’s  equally  prefented  a feene 
of  defolation ; and  in  the  latter  not  a Angle  houfe 
was  capable  of  withftanding  the  fury  of  the  tem- 
ped. The  Britilh  fettlements  and  marine  differ- 
ed alfo  proportionably ; Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  and 
St.  Lucia  were  the  principal  viftims  to  its  rage ; v 
admiral  Rodney,  with  eleven  fhips  of  the  line, 
bad  fortunately  proceeded  to  the  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica ; but  the  Andromeda  and  Laurel,  Britilh  fri- 
gates, were  both  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Marti- 
nico. The  humanity  of  the  marquis  de  Bouille, 
governor  general  of  the  French  Weft  India  iflands, 
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on  this  occafion  fhone  forth  with  diftinguifhed 
luftre;  thirty-one  Englifh  failors,  the  fcanty  rem- 
nant that  was  faved  from  the  crews  of  the  An- 
dromeda and  Laurel,  werefent  by  that  commander 
under  a flag  of  truce  to  the  Britifb  commodore 
at  St.  Lucia.  The  marquis  declared  in  the  let- 
ter that  accompanied  them,  that  he  could  not 
confider  in  the  light  of  enemies,  men  who  had 
fo  hardly  efcaped  in  a contention  with  the  force 
of  the  elements ; he  only  lamented  that  their  num- 
ber was  fo  fmall,  and  that  noRfc  of  the  officers  had 
been  faved. 

By  the  expedition  of  admiral  Rodney  to  Ame- 
rica, he  had  eluded  the  deftruftive  rage  of  that 
tempeft  which  defolated  the  Weft  India  iflands  ; 
but  his  continuance  on  the  American  coaft  was  of 
fhort  duration  ; and  informed  that  the  count  de 
Guichen  had  proceeded  for  Europe,  he  himfelf 
foon  after  returned  to  Barbadoes.  In  the  mean 
time  the  hoftile  armies  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
New  York  continued  vigilantly  to  obferve  each 
other’s  motions.  But  while  the  Britifh  com- 
mander appeared  funk  in  fupinenefs,  he  meditated 
a deep  and  dark  fcheme,  which  could  it  have 
taken  effedt  in  its  full  extent,  would  probably 
have  brought  the  war  to  a final  conclufion,  and 
for  ever  have  extinguilhed  the  independence  of 
America. 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  war  we  have  already  no- 
ticed the  early  attack  on  Quebec,  in  which  the 
courage  and  conduct  of  general  Arnold  had  been 
difplayed  to  the  higheft  advantage ; the  reputation 
he  had  acquired  there,  he  continued  to  maintain 
by  a feries  of  bold  and  enterprifing  exertions ; and 
the  final  capture  of  the  Britilh  army  under  general 
Burgoyne,  was  in  a great  meafure  attributed  to 
his  counfels  and  gallant  example.  As  a reward, 
congrefs  had  bellowed  on  him  the  government  of 
Philadelphia ; but  the  afiedtions  of  his  country- 
men accompanied  him  not  in  that  peaceful  occu- 
pation ; his  profufion  had  plunged  him  into  dif- 
trefles  from  which  he  endeavoured  to  extricate 
himfelf  by  the  oppreflion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Philadelphia;  their  complaints  expofed  him  to 
the  judgment  of  a court  martial ; that  court  de- 
clared his  conduct  highly  rcprehenfible,  and  or- 
dered that  he  Ihould  be  reprimanded  by  general 
Walhington.  This  cenfure  firft  alienated  his 
mind  from  the  United  States ; and  though  foon 
«fter  he  was  taken  into  adtual  fervice,  and  ap- 
pointed to  a principal  command  under  general 
Walhington,  his  pecuniary  embaralfments,  or 
refentments  triumphed  over  his  fidelity,  and  he 
entered  into  a clofe  correfpondence  with  the  ene- 
mies of  his  country. 

The  American  commander  had  Rationed  his 
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army  for  the  winter  on  both  fides  of  the  North 
River;  and  the  important  poft  of  Weft  Point,  with 
its  neighbouring  dependencies,  and  a confidera- 
ble  divifion  of  the  army,  were  entruftcd  to  gene- 
ral Arnold.  That  officer  had  agreed  to  make 
fuch  a divifion  of  the  wing  under  his  command 
as  would  enable  general  Clinton  completely  to 
furprife  them ; and  the  Englilh  troops  once  ad- 
mitted within  the  lines,  might  have  availed  them- 
felves  of  the  rout  and  confufion,  to  the  total  def- 
trudlion  of  the  whole  army.  The  lofs  of  their 
only  difciplined  force,  with  moft,  if  not  all,  of 
their  experienced  officers,  ntuft  have  blafted  for 
ever  the  infant  greatnefs  of  the  United  States. 

From  this  melancholy  cataftrophe  they  were 
preferved  by  the  fidelity  of  three  young  men, 
educated  in  the  humbleft  walks  of  life,  and  who 
nobly  difdained  to  betray  their  truft,  though 
tempted  by  the  moft  fafcinating  offers.  To  ad- 
juft  the  plan  of  attack  with  general  Arnold,  ma- 
jor Andre,  adjutant  general  to  the  Britifh  army, 
had  accepted  the  perilous  commiffion  of  entering 
the  American  lines.  When  there,  he  had  been 
perfuaded  by  the  caution  of  Arnold  to  lay  afide 
his  regimentals,  affume  a private  drefs,  and  re- 
turn with  a paffport  under  the  feigned  name  of 
Anderfon;  under  that  name  he  had  already  elud- 
ed the  different  guards  and  polls  of  the  camps, 
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when  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  Britifli  lines  he 
was  Hopped  by  three  young  volunteers;  thefe,  not- 
withftanding  his  paffport,  infiftx-d  on  examining 
him  more  ftriCtly  ; and  the  major,  whofe  inge- 
nuous difpofition  but  ill  fitted  him  for  deception, 
increafed  their  fufpicions  by  endeavouring  to  pur- 
’’ehafe  his  freedom  with  his  purfe  and  watch  ; to 
thefe  he  added  offers  of  permanent  provifion  and 
future  promotion,  on  condition  of  their  accom- 
panying him  to  New  York;  but  the  Americans 
were  proof  to  the  allurements  of  affluence  and 
ambition,  and  they  infifted  on  conducting  him  to 
their  commanding  officer. 

Some  delay  in  his  examination  allowed  gene- 
ral Arnold  to  be  apprized  of  his  misfortune 
before  his  own  connection  with  the  prifoner  was 
difeovered.  He  immediately  abandoned  his  quar- 
ters, and  efcaped  to  the  protection  of  the  Britifh 
lines;  but  the  unhappy  major  Andre  fell  the  vic- 
tim of  the  fatal  projeCt.  Fourteen  general  offi- 
cers were  appointed  by  the  American  commander 
to  determine  on  his  cafe,  and  the  puniffiment  that 
ought  to  be  inflicted ; among  thefe  was  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette;  and  the  board,  with  the  regret  that 
was  excited  by  the  frank  and  noble  demeanour 
of  the  prifoner,  pronounced  that  lie  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  a fpy  from  the  enemy,  and  agreea- 
ble to  the  laws  of  nations  ought  to  fuffer  deatlv 
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The  repeated  applications  of  general  Clinton,  to 
avert  the  Broke  of  juftice  were  in  vain ; but  the 
laft  hours  of  the  unfortunate  victim  were  foothed 
by  every  mark  of  refpeCt  and  even  of  regard ; and 
the  execution  of  the  fentence  was  accompanied 
by  the  tears  of  the  very  judges  who  had  pro- 
nounced it. 

But  though  the  vigilance  of  general  Walhing- 
ton  guarded  againft  the  dangerous  effects  which 
were  to  be  apprehended  from  Arnold’s  treachery, 
he  found  ftill  greater  difficulties  to  encounter  in 
the  univerfal  diftrefs  that  reigned  throughout  the 
provinces.  The  troops  under  his  command,  def- 
titute  of  cloathing  of  every  kind,  could  not  be 
reftrained  from  giving  open  vent  to  their  difeon- 
tents ; they  were  again  foothed  into  obedience  by 
the  addrefs  of  their  commander,  and  by  the  pro- 
mifes  that  were  held  out  of  liberal  fupport  from 
France. 

The  events  of  the  campaign,  though  by  no 
means  adverfe,  had  not  anfwered  the  fanguine 
expectations  of  the  court  of  Verfailles,  and  thofe 
advantages  which  the  minifters  of  France  expect- 
ed to  derive  from  the  united  force  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon.  But  that  confederacy  acquired  new 
ftrength  by  the  prefumption  of  their  enemy ; and 
Great  Britain  having,  by  the  capture  of  an  Ame- 
rican packet,  obtained  poffeffion  of  a treaty  of 
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amity  and  commerce  between  the  republic  of 
Holland  and  the  United  States  of  America,  gave 
loofe  to  her  indignation,  and  at  the  clofe  of  the 
year  commenced  hoflilities  againft  the  Dutch  ; a 
meafure  which  was  received  at  Paris  with  open 
exultation,  and  which  ncccfiarily  threw  that  re- 
public into  the  arms  of  France. 

During  the  operations  of  the  contending  fleets 
and  armies,  fome  changes  had  taken  place  among 
the  minifters  of  France.  Monfieur  Bertin  had 
refigned  the  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate.  The 
prince  de  Montbarey  had  retired  from  the  poft  of 
fecretary  at  war,  and  was  fucceedcd  by  the  mar- 
quis dc  Segur ; but  the  mod  important  removal 
was  that  of  monfieur  Sartine,  who  had  for  five 
years  prefided  over  the  marine  department ; and 
whofe  unwearied  application  and  ability  had  raifed 
the  naval  power  of  France  to  a height  that  afto- 
niflied  Europe;  but  his  colleagues  in  the>cabinet 
loudly  accufed  a profufion,  which  would  have 
diverted  into  one  channel  the  whole  refources  of 
the  kingdom  ; the  extent  of  his  projc&s,  and  the 
expence  of  the  armaments  he  fuggefted,  were  by 
no  means  confiftent  with  the  fevere  ceconomy 
that  charafterifed  the  comptroller  general  of  the 
finances;  and  his  retreat  opened  a road  to  the 
ambition  of  the  marquis  de  Caftries,  who  was  ap- 
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pointed  in  his  place  to  the  department  of  the  ma- 
rine. 

Whatever  alteration  Lewis  might  make  in  his 
minifters,  his  own  difpofition  remained  the  fame, 
and  his  mind  was  inceffantly  employed  in  aug- 
menting the  happinefs  of  his  fubjedts.  He  fixed 
on  the  anniverfary  of  his  birth  day  to  render 
it  memorable  by  a new  inftance  of  humanity ; 
and  he  abolifhed  for  ever  the  inhuman  cuf- 
tom  of  putting  the  quefiion,  as  it  was  called,  by 
torture ; a cuftom  which  had  been  fo  eftablifhed 
and  rivetted  by  the  practice  and  concurrence  of 
ages,  that  it  feemed  to  be  an  indivifible  part  of 
the  conftitution  of  the  courts  of  juftice  of  France. 
At  the  fame  time,  to  defray  the  expences  of  war, 
he  continued  to  diminifh  his  own  expenditure  ; 
and  facrificing  his  magnificence  to  the  eafe  of  his 
fubjedfs,  difmifled  at  once  no  lefs  than  four  hun- 
dred and  fix  officers  belonging  to  his  court. 

It  was  indeed  alone  by  the  moft 
rigid  oeconomy  that  France  was  able 
to  fupply  the  demands  for  the  diftant  and  various 
warfare  in  which  fhe  had  engaged.  The  coun- 
cils of  Spain  were  ftill  marked  by  that  imbecility 
which  for  near  a century  had  charadterifed  them; 
and  Holland,  naturally  flow  in  her  deliberations, 
long  difufed  to  war,  and  furprifed  into  hoftilitics, 
at  firft  required,  rather  than  imparted  fupport 
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to  her  allies;  in  Europe,  in  America,  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  the  Eaft,  the  burthen  was  to  be  borne 
by  France ; and  though  (he  could  not  but  feverely 
feel  the  inceffant  weight,  yet  her  preparations  dill 
kept  pace  with  the  extent  of  the  fervice. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  the 
baron  de  Rullccourt,  with  a fmall  band  of  adven- 
turers, had  meditated  an  attack  on  the  ifland  of 
Jerfey ; he  embraced  the  opportunity  of  a fa- 
vourable wind,  and  in  the  night  traverfed  the 
fea  which  feparates  that  ifland  from  France ; he 
landed  his  men  at  dawn  of  day,  and  his  firft  fuc- 
cefs  feemed  to  fandlion  the  temerity  of  the  enter- 
prife.  The  lieutenant-governor,  with  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  were  furprifed,  and  in  the  mo- 
ment of  aftonifhment  figned  a capitulation  ; but 
the  major  part  of  the  garrifon  refufed  to  accede 
to  the  conditions;  their  numbers  were  fwelled  by 
the  natives  who  had  recovered  from  their  firft 
panic ; and  the  detachment  of  the  baron  de  Rulle- 
court  was  encompafied  and  afiailed  on  every 
fide.  The  baron  himfelf  fell  gallantly  fighting 
at  the  head  of  his  faithful  adherents,  the  greater 
part  of  the  French  were  either  cut  to  pieces  or 
taken  prifoners,  and  a few  only  with  better  for- 
tune regained  their  veflels,  and  efcaped  to  the 
coaft  of  Normandy  with  the  melancholy  intelli- 
gence of  the  fate  of  their  companions. 
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Towards  the  latter  end  of  June  the  fleet  of 
France,  confiding  of  eighteen  fliips  of  the  line, 
under  the  command  of  the  count  de  Guichen, 
quitted  Breft,  and  joined  the  fleet  of  Spain  at 
Cadiz.  The  united  fquadrons,  which  prefented 
the  formidable  fpeCtacle  of  fifty  {hips  of  the  line, 
fleered  fouth-eaft,  and  detached  two  {hips  of  the 
line,  with  feveral  frigates,  to  efcort  the  duke  de 
Crillon  and  a confiderable  body  of  land  forces  to 
Minorca;  the  invafion  of  which  ifland  had  been 
determined  on  by  the  courts  of  Verfailles  and 
Madrid.  After  performing  this  fervice,  the  com- 
bined naval  ftrength  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  di- 
rected their  courfe  towards  the  Englifli  coafts; 
admiral  Darby,  with  the  Britifh  fleet  of  twenty- 
three  {hips  of  the  line,  haftily  retired  before  them 
into  the  friendly  harbour  of  Torbay  ; but  the 
elements  warred  in  favour  of  the  Englifh  ; a vio- 
lent tempeft  difperfed  the  united  fleets,  and  com- 
pelled each  of  them  to  feek  fhelter  from  its  fury 
in  their  own  ports. 

The  French  availed  themfelves  of  their  fupe- 
riority  at  fea,  to  reinforce  the  duke  de  Crillon  in 
his  attack  on  Minorca,  with  feveral  veteran  re- 
giments, under  the  command  of  the  baron  de 
Falkenheyn ; but  it  was  in  the  Weft  Indies  and 
America  that  their  principal  efforts  were  directed. 
Towards  the  end  of  March  monfieur  de  Grafic, 
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with  twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  one  of  fifty-fdur 
guns,  and  feveral  frigates,  with  fix  thoufand  land 
forces,  failed  from  Breft  for  Martinico.  Off 
Fort  Royal  he  difeerned  the  Britifh  fleet  of  fe- 
ventecn  fail  of  the  line  commanded  by  admi- 
ral Hood.  The  convoy  with  which  monfteur  de 
Grade  was  encumbered,  compelled  him  at  firft 
to  prepare  for  adtion  with  caution;  but  four  fhips 
of  the  line  having  eluded  the  endeavours  of  the 
Britifh  admiral,  and  joined  the  French  from  Fort 
Royal,  he  now  determined  to  avail  himfelf  of 
this  decided  fuperiority,  and  to  bring  on  a gene- 
ral engagement.  In  the  mean  time  the  Englifh 
had  been  reinforced  alfo  by  a fhip  of  feventy-four 
guns,  and  their  commander  difplayed  admirable 
fkill  in  his  manoeuvres ; yet  the  advantages  of  the 
French  were  numerous  and  evident,  and  a con- 
flict of  three  hours  was  only  terminated  by  night. 
On  the  return  of  day  monfieur  de  Grafle  would 
have  renewed  the  engagement ; but  the  Englifh, 
who  had  fuffered  feverely,  bore  away  to  Anti- 
gua; they  were  purlued  by  the  French,  who,  in- 
capable of  forcing  them  under  the  batteries  of 
that  illand,  directed  their  operations  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Britifh  fettlements. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  war  France  had  been 
feverly  mortified  by  the  lofs  of  St.  Lucia,  and 
fhe  now  afpired  to  the  recovery  of  that  illand ; 
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great  part  of  the  Englilh  garrifon  had  been  drafted 
away  for  the  capture  of  St.  Euftatius,  a wealthy 
fettlcmenc  belonging  to  the  Dutch ; and  while 
the  captors  revelled  in  their  fpoils,  the  marquis 
de  Bouillc,  whofe  enterprifing  genius  had  already 
been  repeatedly  difplayed,  with  the  vifeount 
Damas,  and  a confiderable  body  of  troops,  landed 
on  St.  Lucia.  They  immediately  occupied  the 
town  of  Gros  Iflet,  and  fummoned  brigadier  ge- 
neral St.  Leger,  the  commanding  officer,  to  fur- 
render ; but  the  marquis  was  loon  convinced  that 
the  llrength  of  the  Englilh  far  exceeded  what  th« 
natives,  impatient  to  return  under  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  had  deferibed  ; a greater  objedt, 
and  lefs  difficult  of  accefs,  was  in  view ; and  the 
French  commander  having  difguifed  his  inten- 
tions from  the  enemy  by  every  preparation  for  a 
vigorous  aflault,  fuddenly  reimbarked  his  troops 
in  the  night,  and  fleered  his  courfe  towards 
Tobago. 

Againfl  that  ifland  he  had  previoufly  detached 
a fmall  French  fquadron,  with  a confiderable 
body  of  troops,  under  the  condudt  of  monfieur 
de  Blanchelande,  late  governor  of  St.  Vincent’s. 
The  feeble  garrifon  of  Tobago,  fcarce  amounting 
to  five  hundred  men,  gradually  retired  before  the 
invaders  to  Concordia,  a high  ground,  naturally 
flrong,  arid  which  commands  a view  of  both  fides 
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of  the  ifland.  They  were  there  inverted  by 
monfieur  de  Blanchelande  ; and  the  marquis  de 
Bouille,  foon  after  arriving  with  the  fleet  of 
France,  aflumed  the  fupreme  command. 

Though  that  nobleman  was  poffefied  of  fuch  a 
fuperiority  in  the  number  of  his  troops,  yet  the 
rcfiftance  of  the  garrifon  of  Tobago  was  long  and 
obftinate ; during  fix  days  in  the  port  of  Concor- 
dia they  maintained  an  undaunted  countenance ; 
and  when  the  French  had  occupied  the  adjacent 
hills,  which  in  fome  meafure  commanded  the 
port,  the  Englifh  on  a fudden  quitted  it,  and  re-, 
treated  to  another  ftation  almoft  equally  ftrong, 
and  at  a confiderable  diftance. 

But  thefe  efforts,  though  they  protracted,  could 
not  avert  the  final  fubmifiion  of  the  ifland;  the 
ardour  of  the  marquis  de  Bouille  was  increafed 
by  the  difficulties  that  fucceffively  arofe ; under  a 
burning  fun,  he  in  perfon  conducted  his  troops 
through  the  mod  intricate  paflages  of  the  ifland  ; 
to  unite  terror  to  force  he  reduced  to  afhes  two  of 
the  neighbouring  and  moft  capital  plantations ; a 
fquadron  that  had  been  difpatched  by  admiral 
Rodney  to  the  relief  of  Tobago,  had  been  chaced, 
and  with  difficulty  efcaped  the  purfuit  of  the 
French  fleet;  and  the  inhabitants,  hopelefs  of 
fuccour,  at  length  confented  to  furrender.  The 
marquis,  inftead  of  being  irritated  by  the  ob- 
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ftacles  their  perfeverance  had  prefentcd,  difplayed 
an  example  of  generofity  for  all  other  fucccfsful 
commanders,  and  granted  to  the  vanquilbed  the 
fame  favourable  conditions  as  had  been  extended 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Dominica. 

Tobago  had  fcarce  fubmitted  to  the  dominion 
of  France,  before  the  Britilh  fleet,  under  admiral 
Rodney,  appeared  in  fight.  Monfieur  de  Grafle 
immediately  got  under  fail,  and  offered  his  rival 
battle  ; the  Engliih,  informed  of  the  total  lofs  of 
the  ifland,  the  relief  of  which  was  moll  probably 
their  foie  object,  thought  proper  to  decline  the 
encounter;  and  the  French  admiral,  inftead  of 
confuming  his  hours  in  a fruitlefs  purfuit,  recon- 
veyed the  marquis  de  Bouille  to  Martinico,  touch- 
ed at  the  Havannah  to  receive  a confiderable  fup- 
ply  of  money,  and  with  twenty-eight  fail  of  the 
line  and  feveral  frigates  diredled  his  courfe  to- 
wards America,  and  anchored  in  the  Chefapeak 
the  laft  day  of  Auguft. 

From  the  defertion  of  general  Arnold,  the  prin- 
cipal army  of  the  Americans  under  general  Wafh- 
ington  had  remained  in  a ftate  of  inadtion  within 
their  lines  near  New  York,  and  were  content  with 
vigilantly  obferving  the  Britilh  commander  at  that 
place,  who  feemed  fatisfied  with  maintaining  his 
ground,  without  attempting  to  extend  his  limits. 
The  French  under  count  Rochambeau,  inca- 
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pable  of  undertaking  any  important  enterprife 
alone,  had  diligently  employed  themfelves  in 
ftrengthening  the  fortifications  of  Rhode  Ifland. 
But  the  war  that  languiftied  in  this  quarter,  was 
revived  with  increafe  of  fury  in  the  fouthern  pro-* 
vinces.  In  South  and  North  Carolina,  and  Vir- 
ginia, a variety  of  obltinate  and  indecifive  en* 

> gagements  had  taken  place  between  the  generals 
Gates,  Greene,  and  Sumpter,  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States ; and  the  lords  Cornwallis  and  Raw- 
don,  who  commanded  the  Britilh  forces.  At 
Camden  general  Gates  had  fuffered  a fevere  de- 
feat from  an  inferior  army  under  lord  Cornwallis; 
and  though  that  nobleman  had  afterwards  in  his 
turn  reafon  to  lament  the  viciffitudes  of  war,  and 
was  mortified  by  the  total  deftruftion  of  feveral 
detachments,  yet  a fecond  vidtory  that  he  ob- 
tained at  Guildford,  in  North  Carolina,  over  ge- 
neral Greene,  had  confirmed  his  reputation,  and 
extended  the  terror  of  his  arms  throughout  the 
adjacent  country. 

The  minifters  of  Great  Britain  had  early  inter- 
tained  an  opinion  that  feems  to  have  accom- 
panied them  throughout  the  courfe  of  the  whole 
war ; and  the  idea  that  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Americans  were  ftill  inclined  to  fubmit  to  the  an- 
cient form  of  government,  was  induftrioufly  incul- 
cated in  England ; where  it  was  neceflary  to  deceive 
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the  people  into  the  pecuniary  grants  requifite  for 
the  continuance  of  hoftilities ; but  the  fallacy  of 
this  opinion  was  Efficiently  cxpofed  by  the  vic- 
tories of  lord  Cornwallis;  even  after  the  fplcndid 
aftion  of  Guildford,  the  friends  that  joined  the 
Britifh  ftandard  were  few,  and  inconfidcrable  in 
point  of  confequence ; and  the  victorious  com- 
mander was  foon  obliged  to  abandon  the  feene  of 
his  triumph,  and  confult  his  l'afety  by  a precipi- 
tate retreat  into  the  province  of  Virginia. 

The  Englifh  had  fome  time  before  detached 
their  new  convert,  Arnold,  to  invade  that  country 
which,  interfered  with  wide  and  navigable  rivers, 
afforded  a proper  theatre  for  their  naval  exer- 
tions, and  which  had  largely  contributed  from  its 
flourifhing  plantations  to  furnilh  the  refources  of 
Congrefs.  The  ardour  of  that  officer,  in  the  caufe 
he  had  lately  efpoufed,  was  not  inferior  to  that 
which  he  had  formerly  difplayed  in  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States.  His  ravages  foon  drew  the 
attention  of  general  Wafhington;  and  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette  was  detached  with  a fmall  but  fe- 
ted corps  to  obferve  his  motions  and  harafs  his 
rear.  The  French  at  Rhode  Ifland  alfo  thought 
that  a proper  'opportunity  offered  of  atoning  for 
their  former  inactivity  ; and  that  they  might  ren- 
der a mofl  effectual  fervice  to  their  allies,  by  cut- 
ting off  the  retreat  of  Arnold  and  his  party  from 
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the  Chefapeak.  To  reconnoitre  that  bay  they  dif- 
patched  a fhip  of  the  line  and  fome  frigates;  this 
fmall  fquadron  in  its  courfe  fell  in  with  and  cap- 
tured the  Romulus,  a Britilh  man  of  war  of  forty- 
four  guns ; and  foon  after  count  Rochambeau 
having  embarked  the  land  forces,  with  the  French 
licet  under  monfieur  Ternay,  failed  from  Rhode 
Jlland. 

A dreadful  tempeft  had  driven  the  Englilh  fleet 
from  its  Ration  before  that  ifland  ; but  monfieur 
Ternay  had  fcarce  made  Cape  Henry,  before  he 
was  difagreebly  furpriled  by  the  appearance  of 
the  Britifh  fquadron  under  admiral  Graves;  an 
action  immediately  enfued,  which  though  inde- 
cifive,  and  attended  with  no  particular  lofs  op 
either  fide,  yet  fo  far  difabled  the  French  fhips, 
as  to  render  it  prudent  to  return  to  Rhode 
Ifland,  and  difconcerted  the  fanguine  hopes  they 
had  formed  of  affording  their  allies  the  molt  ef- 
fential  affiftance. 

In  the  interval  general  Clinton  had  ftrongly 
reinforced  the  detachment  in  Virginia,  and  no- 
minated to  the  chief  command  of  it  general  Phil- 
lips, an  officer  of  approved  abilities.  The  infe- 
riority of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  allowed  him 
only  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and 
while  he  remained  on  the  oppofite-fide  of  James 
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River,  he  witneffed  with  indignation  thofe  devaf+ 
tations  which  he  was  too  weak  to  reftraim 

It  was  at  this  critical  juncture,  when  general 
Phillips  had  juft  fallen  a viftim  to  the  heat  of  the 
climate,  and  the  fatigues  he  had  endured  in  a toil* 
fome  and  defultory  war,  that  lord  Cornwallis,  una- 
ble any  longer  to  fubfift  in  the  exhaufted  province 
of  Carolina,  directed  his  attention  to  Virginia; 
with  his  way-worn  army  he  traverfed  a hoftile 
country  of  above  three  hundred  miles,  and  ar- 
rived at  Peterlburgh  a few  days  after  general  Phil- 
lips had  breathed  his  laft.  He  immediately  af- 
firmed the  chief  command,  was  reinforced  by 
about  two  thoufand  infantry  from  New  York,  and 
difplayed  that  adttve  vigour,  the  prominent  fea- 
ture of  his  character.  He  completed  the  devaf*- 
tion  which  had  been  left  unfmilhed  by  Arnold, 
pulhed  his  fuccefs  as  far  as  Williamfborgh,  the 
capital  of  Virginia,  on  his  retreat  defeated  a con- 
fiderable  corps  which  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette 
had  prefled  forward  to  impede  his  paflage  of 
James  River,  and  eftablilhed  his  place  at  arms  at 
York  Town,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  of 
that  name,  and  which,  as  it  was  navigable  for  Ihips 
of  great  fize  and  burthen,  enabled  him  to  receive 
any  fuccours  or  fupport  by  fea. 

This  poll,  which  at  lead  promifed  fecurity, 
lord  Cornwallis  diligently  applied  himfelf  to  for- 
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tify  : but  the  hour  was  now  rapidly  approaching, 
deftined  to  terminate  the  fuccefsful  career  of  that 
commander,  and  by  a deciiive  blow  finally  to 
cftablifh  the  independence  of  America.  By  a fe- 
ries  of  the  moft  artful  addrefs,  general  Wafhing- 
ton  had  deceived  his  antagonift  Clinton  ; count 
de  Rochambeau  had  pafled  over  from  Rhode 
Ifland  { and  in  conjunction  with  the  American 
army,  menaced  New  York  with  an  immediate  at- 
tack ; that  poll,  with  ips  dependencies,  was  kept  in 
a continual  ftate  of  alarm  for  above  fix  weeks ; 
when  the  combined  army  of  French  and  Ameri- 
cans rapidly  traverfed  the  Jerfeys,  croffed  the  De- 
laware, pafled  through  Philadelphia,  and  arrived 
at  the  head  of  the  river  Elk,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Chefapeak. 

On  the  fame  day  monfieur  de  Grafle,  with  his 
Beet  from  the  Weft  Indies,  arrived  alfo  in  the 
bay,  where,  after  blocking  up  York  river,  he  in- 
flantly  applied  himfelf  to  fecure  the  river  James, 
which  he  occupied  with  his  armed  vcfi’cls  and  his 
cruifers  to  a confiderable  diftance ; by  this  ma- 
noeuvre he  not  only  precluded  lord  Corn  wallis  from 
any  retreat  to  the  Carolinas,  but  alfo  was  enabled 
to  coijvey  in  fecurity  the  marquis  de  Saint  Simon, 
with  three  thoufand  three  hundred  land  forces 
from  the  Weft  Indies,  eighteen  leagues  up  that 
fiver,  where  he  formed  a junction  with  the  mar- 
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quis  de  la  Fayette,  who  had  already  been  rein- 
forced by  general  Wayne,  and  the  fuccours  from. 
Penfylvania. 

The  fleet  of  monfieur  de  Grafie  confifted  of 
twenty-four  {hips  of  the  line ; and  the  approach 
of  a Britilh  iquadron  of  nineteen  fhips  of  the 
line  under  the  admirals  Graves  and  Hood,  might 
rather  have  furnifhcd  matter  of  exultation  than 
dread ; but  the  operations  of  monfieur  de  Grafle 
chiefly  tended  to  the  reduction  of  lord  Comwal-r 
lis’s  army  at  York  Town  ; he  expefted  every 
hour  to  be  joined  by  the  fquadron  from  Rhode 
Ifland,  commanded  fince  the  death  of  monfieur 
Ternay,  by  monfieur  de  Barras,  \tfhom  he  knew 
had  already  failed  with  feverai  tranfports,  and  a 
train  of  artillery  for  the  fiege  of  York  Town,  and 
fifteen  hundred  of  his  feamen  were  {till  employed 
in  tranfporting  the  French  troops  up  James  Ri- 
ver. Under  thefe  circumftances  he  confidered  it 
as  unadvifablc  to  hazard  much ; and  though  he 
flood  out  to  fea,  and  engaged  the  Englilh  fleer, 
he  was  fatisfied  with  maintaining  the  honour  of 
the  flag  of  France;  and  without  attempting  to 
improve  his  advantage,  he  retired  to  his  former 
ftation  in  Chefapeak  bay,  where  he  was  foon  after 
ftrengthened  by  the  arrival  of  monfieur  de  Barras. 

The  united  forces  of  France  and  America  now 
diligently  proceeded  clofely  to  invent  lord  Corn- 
wallis, 
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wallis,  who  with  feven  thoufand  feleft  troops  Hill 
occupied  York  Town.  The  count  de  Rocham- 
beau,  and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with  an  equal 
number  of  French,  extended  from  the  river  above 
the  town  to  a morafs  in  the  center,  where  they 
were  met  by  the  Americans  under  Waihington, 
who  occupied  the  oppofite  fide  from  the  river  to 
that  fpot.  Monfieur  de  Grafl'c  was  entirely  maf- 
ter  of  Chefapeak  bay ; and  the  duke  de  Lau- 
zun  with  his  legion,  and  a body  ofVirginia  mili- 
tia under  general  Wieden,  already  prefled  the 
Britifh  poll  at  Gloucefter  Point,  which  was  de- 
fended by  colonel  Tarleton  with  about  fix  hun- 
dred infantry  and  cavalry. 

Thus  having  furrounded  their  prey  on  every 
quarter,  the  different  commanders  began  to  urge 
their  attacks  with  a vivacity  that  precluded  every 
hope  of  relief ; the  works  of  the  Englifh  were  pe- 
netrated by  an  hundred  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance; 
their  defences  .were  in  many  places  ruined;  and 
mod  of  their  guns  were  filenced  ; two  redoubts 
ftill  incommoded  the  progrefs  of  the  allied  army, 
but  the  trenches  had  fcarcc  been  opened  a week 
before  it  was  determined  to  attack  thefe  as  foon 
as  the  approach  of  the  evening  fhould  conceal  the 
motions  of  the  afl’ailants.  To  balance  the  honour 
as  well  as  the  duty  between  both  nations,  the  at- 
tack of  one  was  committed  to  the  French,  and  of 
> the 
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the  other  to  the  Americans.  The  former  ad- 
vanced with  that  impetiiofity  which  ever  has 
been  their  charadteriftic ; and  though  the  refill  - 
ance  of  the  Englilh  was  firm  and  gallant,  they 
were  at  length  driven  from  their  port,  and  the 
ftandard  of  France  was  difplayed  from  the  re- 
doubt; the  Americans  on  their  fide  had  been 
equally  fuccefsful,  a:*J  the  face  of  lord  Cornwal- 
lis appeared  unavoidable ; fume  damage  occafion- 
ed  by  two  tallies  that  he  had  made  was  quickly  re- 
paired; and  his  attempt  to  efcape  to  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  river  was  fruitrated  by  the  tempc  ftuous 
weather  and  the  vigilance  of  the  French  fhips  of 
war. 

The  ardour  of  count  Rochambeau  and  gene- 
ral Wafiiington  was  ftimulated  by  the  rumour  of 
relief  from  general  Clinton ; and  ten  days  after 
the  trenches  were  firlt  opened,  every  preparation 
was  made  for  a final  aflault;  but  this  feene  of 
carnage  was  averted  by  the  prudence  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  commander,  who,  fenfible  of  his  hopelcfs  fitu- 
ation,  refolved  not  to  facrifice  wantonly  the  lives 
of  the  gallant  men  cntrulted  to  his  care;  he  ac- 
cordingly opened  a negotiation,  by  which  the 
troops  under  his  command  fubmitted  to  become 
prifonersof  war ; the  Guadeloupe  frigate  of  twenty- 
four  guns,  with  fevcral  rranfports,  and  fifteen 
hundred  feamen,  in  the  divifion  of  the  fpoil  were 
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aligned  to  monfieur  de  Graffe,  in  return  for  the 
French  naval  power  and  affillance;  but  the  land 
forces,  amounting  to  between  five  and  fix  thoufand 
men,  became  the  captives  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Such  was  the  important  and  decifive  atchicve- 
ment  of  France  and  America,  which  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  ultimately  fealin^  the  independence  of 
the  latter.  The  conduit  of  the  French  officers  in 
the  moment  of  vidtory  had  been  as  confpicuous 
for  humanity,  as  their  valour  had  been  diftinguifh- 
ed  in  the  hour  of  danger  ; fuch  was  the  teftimony 
of  the  vanquifhed  commander,  who  in  his  official 
difpatches  to  the  minifters  of  Great  Britain,  de- 
clared “ their  delicate  fenfibiliry  of  our  fituation, 
their  generous  and  preffing  offers  of  money, 
“ both  public  and  private  to  any  amount,  has 
really  gone  beyond  what  I can  poffibly  de- 
“ feribe ; and  will  I hope  make  an  impreffion  on 
“ the  bread  of  every  Biitilh  officer,  whenever  the 
“ fortune  of  war  ffiould  put  any  of  them  into 
“ our  power,” 

It  was  not  alone  the  elder  branch  of  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  that  triumphed  on  the  northern  con- 
tinent of  America.  An  armament  had  been  fitted 
out  by  Spain  from  the  Havannah,  and  though  at 
firft  it  was  fcattered  by  a fudden  and  violent  tem- 
ped, yet  a perfevering  people  continued  their  at- 
tempts. 
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tempts,  penetrated  deep  into  weft  Florida,  and 
with  an  army  of  eight  thoufand  men,  inverted 
Penfacola,  the  capital  of  that  province ; general 
Campbell,  the  governor,  made  a gallant  defence; 
but  the  weaknefs'  of  his  garrifon  compelled  him  at 
length  to  furrender.  The  Spaniards,  brave  them- 
felves,  refpe&ed  the  valour  of  their  enemy ; the 
moft  favourable  terms  of  capitulation  were  grant- 
ed, and  the  ftandard  of  Spain  was  eredted  on  the 
walls  of  Penfacola. 

But  Gibraltar,  the  favourite  object  of  the  court 
of  Madrid,  ftill  continued  to  deride  her  attempts, 
and  fruftrate  her  incefiant  enterprifes.  A fcheme 
to  deftroy  the  Panther  and  Experiment,  two  Bri- 
tifh  {hips  of  war,  by  means  of  fire  fhips,  was  ren- 
dered abortive  by  the  vigilance  and  intrepidity  of 
the  Englilh  captains;  and  Spain,  throughout  the 
whole  fiege,  had  reafon  to  regret  her  treafures  la- 
vifhly  expended,  and  her  troops  fruitlefsly  em- 
ployed. 

Holland,  unprepared  abroad  and  difunited  at 
home,  was  an  ally  that  claimed  the  more  imme- 
diate attention  and  fupport  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles ; in  the  Weft  Indies  the  Britilh  comman- 
ders had  eagerly  invaded  the  ifland  of  St.  Eufta- 
tius ; that  fettlemcnt  during  the  war  had  become 
the  general  magazine  of  all  nations ; and  the  va- 
luable commodities  which  it  contained,  became  a 
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prey  to  the  rapacity  of  the  vi&ors.  Yet  the  con- 
querors reaped  not  that  advantage  which  they  ex- 
pected from  their  indiferiminate  confifcation  ; fe- 
veral  of  the  vcfi'els  richly  laden  with  fpoil  were 
intercepted  on  their  voyage  to  Europe,  and  even 
in  fight  of  the  Britilh  coaft,  by  monficur  de  la 
Motte  Piquet,  who  was  cruizing  off  the  Lizard 
with  fix  (hips  of  the  line  and  five  frigates.  And 
before  the  clofe  of  the  year  the  ifiand  itfelf  was 
recovered  by  the  activity  of  the  marquis  de  Bou- 
ille,  who  fuddenly  landed  with  a felect  body  of 
troops  from  Martinico,  furprifed  colonel  Cock- 
burn  the  Englilh  commandant,  and  reftored  St. 
Euftatius  to  the  dominion  of  the  Dutch,  the  very 
day  before  count  de  Graffe  eaft  anchor  at  Fort 
Royal  from  his  decifive  triumph  on  the  coaft  of 
America. 

But  it  was  in  the  Eaft  that  the  republic  of  Hol- 
land was  moft  vulnerable  ; and  her  cxclufive  pof- 
feflions  of  the  fpice  iflands,  her  wealthy  and  po- 
pulous fettlement  of  Batavia,  afforded  the  moft 
fafeinating  allurements  to  the  avarice  of  her  ene- 
mies. In  the  beginning  of  the  war  France  had 
received  with  indignation  the  intelligence  that 
her  fettlements  throughout  Alia  had  been  fwept 
away  by  the  power  of  the  Englilh  ; fhe  therefore 
readily  liftened  to  propofals  which  tended  to  ref- 
tore  her  own  colonies  in  the  Eaft,  and  to  lecure 
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thofe  of  her  ally ; die  figned  a treaty  with  the  re- 
public, which  was  to  put  her  troops  in  pofieflion 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a port  on  the  Afri- 
can coatl,  the  mod  convenient  for  rcfrelhments 
on  the  long  voyage  to  India ; and  (lie  alfo  engag- 
ed to  detach  an  armament  to  ad:  in  conjunction 
with  the  Dutch  forces  in  the  Eaft. 

To  fulfil  this  treaty,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
count  de  Grade  failed  from  Bred  to  the  Wed 
Indies,  monfieur  de  Suffrein  with  five  (hips  of 
the  line  and  a confidcrable  body  of  land  forces 
was  detached  to  the  Ead,  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  On  his  arrival  at  St.  Jago,  one  of  the 
Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  he  difeerned  a Britidi  fqua- 
dron  of  nearly  equal  force  at  anchor  within  the  har- 
bour; this  had  failed  from  England  under  the 
condud  of  commodore  Johndone,  much  about 
the  fame  time  as  Suffrein  had  quitted  Bred,  and 
was  defigned  to  furpril'e  the  Dutch  fettlement  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  impetuofity  of 
Suffrein,  who  was  fenfible  how  deeply  the  intereds 
of  his  country  were  concerned  in  the  dedru&ion 
of  this  armament,  prevailed  over  his  refpedt  to 
the  crown  of  Portugal ; and  he  hefitated  not  to 
enter  a neutral  harbour  as  enemy,  and  to  attack 
the  Englifh.  But  though  in  thisenterprife  hedif- 
played  the  mod  daring  fpirit  and  undaunted  refo* 
lution,  yet  all  the  efforts  of  courage  ferved  only 
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to  expofe  his  [hips  to  the  deftrudlive  fire  of  his  ad-* 
verfary,  who  derived  advantages  from  his  fituation 
that  neither  [kill  nor  courage  could  compenfate. 
The  French  commander  was  reludlantly  compel- 
ed  to  abandon  the  attack,  and  after  touching  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  reinforcing  that 
fettlement  with  a fufiicicnt  number  of  troops  to 
fecure  it  from  infult,  he  fleered  to  the  ifland  of 
Mauritius  to  join  the  count  d’Orves,  who,  after 
the  lofs  of  Pondicherry,  had  aflembled  at  tbac 
place  the  fcattered  remnant  of  the  French  forces. 

But  while  France  rather  hoped  than  expedited 
to  eftablifti  her  ancient  power  and  influence  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  her  ambitious  views 
* were  feconded  by  a new  and  formidable  enemy 
to  Great  Britain,  who  fuddenly  burfting  through 
the  unguarded  pafles,  deluged  with  his  myriads 
the  devoted  fcttlements  of  the  Englifh.  This 
daring  invader  was  Hyder  Alii,  whofe  fucccfs- 
ful  ambition  had  raifed  him  from  an  humble  fitu- 
ation to  an  extenfive  empire  in  the  Eaft,  and  who 
had  eftablifned  fuch  a military  force  as  India  had 
never  beheld,  and  was  thought  incapable  of  pro- 
ducing. He  had  more  than  once  difputed  the 
hono'ur  of  vidtory  with  the  Engliflr  Eaft  India 
Company ; and  though  frequently  defeated,  yet 
he  ftill  appeared  terrible,  and  had  even  menaced 
with  his  martial  fquadrons  the  capital  of  the  vic- 
tors, 
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tors,  who  were  confounded  by  the  rapid  evolu- 
tions of  a cavalry  that  precluded  all  flight,  and 
derided  all  purfuit. 

In  the  hour  of  prefumptuous  confidence,  the 
Englilh  had  violated  the  dignity  of  his  throne  by 
the  reduction  of  Mahe,  a French  fettlement  efta- 
blilhed  within  his  dominions,  and  under  his  pro- 
tection. This  infult  had  awakened  thofe  refent- 
ments  which  had  rather  been  fufpended  than  ex- 
tinguiflied  by  former  treaties ; the  fupinenefs  of 
the  government  of  Madrafs  encouraged  his  hopes ; 
he  penetrated  through  the  gauts,  or  narrow  pafles 
in  the  mountains,  which  feparate  his  territories 
from  tiiofe  of  the  Englilh,  and  with  a,  celerity 
that  exceeds  defeription,  extended  his  bloody  ra- 
vages over  the  face  of  the  Carnatick.  A confi- 
derable  detachment,  the  flower  of  the  Englilh 
army  on  that  coaft,  was  overwhelmed  after  a gal- 
lant reliftance,  by  the  irreliflablc  weight  of  his 
cavalry.  General  Munro,  who  commanded  the 
principal  army  belonging  to  the  fettlement  of 
Madrafs,  was  reduced  to  retreat  before  the  torrent 
of  his  arms;  Madrafs  even  trembled  for  her 
fafety  ; and  the  progrefs  of  the  viCtor  was  only 
checked  by  the  arrival  of  general  Coote  with  a 
large  reinforcement  from  the  province  of  Bengal. 
.After  an  obllinate  conflict  Hyder  was  compelled 
to  rclinquilh  the  field  to  the  fuperior  Hull  of  that 
. vol.  hi.  R veteran 
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veteran  commander,  and  the  perfeyering  valour 
of  his  troops;  but  his  numerous  cavalry  was  ftill 
fpread  over  the  fertile  fields  of  the  Carnatick,  and 
extended  on  every  fide  the  terror  of  his  name. 

It  was  under  the  preflure  of  this  unexpefted  and 
formidable  invafion  that  the  Englilh  firft  received 
the  intelligence  of  a rupture  with  the  United 
States  of  Holland  ; and  they  difplayed  no  fmall 
degree  of  vigour  in  crufhing  the  fettlements  of 
this  new  enemy  before  they  could  co-operate,  or 
receive  afliftance  from  Hyder ; in  Bengal  Chin- 
fura,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  Negapatnam, 
and  Trincomale  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  were 
furprifed  or  reduced  by  the  Englilh ; and  Hol- 
land beheld  with  terror  the  ftorm  that  threatened 
her  fettlements  in  Sumatra,  Java,  and  the  Mo- 
luccas. 

But  if  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  the  Dutch 
fcarce  difplayed  the  lhadow  of  refiftance,  in  Eu- 
rope they  difeovered  a degree  of  refolution  that 
aftoniflied  their  friends,  appalled  their  enemies, 
and  reftored  that  reputation  for  patient  and  obfti- 
nate  courage  which  had  emancipated  them  from 
the  fetters  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  had  raifed 
them  to  conteft  with  Great  Britain  the  dominion 
of  the  feas.  The  Dogger  bank  was  the  feene 
where  the  Dutch  and  Englilh  encountered  each 
pther  with  equal  valour  and  mutual  animofity ; 
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their  fquadrons,  which  confifted  of  the  fame  num- 
ber of  (hips,  feemed  animated  with  a rage  that 
knew  no  alternative  between  vidory  and  death. 
The  difabled  date  of  their  veffels  compelled  at 
length  the  combatants  to  defift ; and  though  the 
Dutch,  by  retiring  to  their  harbours,  acknow- 
ledged the  vidory  of  the  Engliflj,  yet  thefe  were 
incapable  of  improving  their  advantage,  and  wero 
glad  alfo  to  fhelter  their  lhattered  (hips  in  port. 

But  whatever  fatisfadion  France  might  derive 
from  the  fpirit  of  her  ally,  it  ferved  not  to  counter- 
balance that  difcontent  with  which  the  people  in 
general  beheld  the  difmifial  of  a minifter  in  whom 
they  placed  the  mod  unbounded  confidence. 
Monfieur  Necker,inthe  management  of  the  finan- 
ces, had  acquired  the  reputation  of  adivity,  in- 
duftry,  and  fevere  integrity ; he  had  conceived 
the  arduous  but  popular  projed  of  maintaining  a 
war  by  loans  without  taxes ; and  the  rigid  oeco- 
nomy  that  he  had  introduced  into  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  royal  houfehold,  and  the  various  re- 
fources  that  prefented  themfelves  to  his  fertile 
genius,  had  fupported  him  amidft  the  difficulties 
that  attended  this  fyftem.  But  his  aufterity  of 
temper  had  not  rendered  him  equally  acceptable 
to  the  fovereign  and  his  fubjeds ; the  repeated 
reforms  he  had  recommended  were  reprefented 
as  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  the  crown; 
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lie  was  difmifled  from  his  office  of  comptroller 
general,  and  monlieur  Job  de  Flenri,  counfellor 
of  Rate,  was  appointed  to  than ' important  der 
partment. 

The  birth  of  the  dauphin  clofed  the  memora- 
ble occurrences  of  the  year,  and  though  it  could 
not  extinguilh  the  regret,  ferved  to  divert  the  at- 
tention of  the  Parifians ; the  young  prince  was 
baptifed  by  the  cardinal  de  Rohan  ; the  count  of 
Provence  and  the  princefs  Elizabeth  reprefented 
as  fponfors  the  emperor  of  Germany  and  the 
princefs  of  Piedmont,  and  bellowed  on  their 
royal  nephew  the  names  of  Lewis,  Jofeph,  Xa- 
vier, and  Francis. 
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Chapter  the  Forty- Fourth, 


DEDUCTION  OF  ST.  NEVIS  AND  ST.  CHRISTO- 
PHER’S—DEFEAT  AND  CAPTURE  OF  COUNI'  DE 

GRASSE  BY  ADMIRAL  RODNEY  SIEGE  OF 

GIBRALTAR CAMPAIGN  IN  THE  EAST  INDIES 

GALLANT  CONDUCT  OF  MONSIEUR  DE  SUF- 

FREIN DEFEAT  OF  COLONEL  BRAITHWA1TK 

REDUCTION  OF  TRINCOMALE  — COMMOTI- 
ONS AT  GENEVA— VISIT  OF  THE  GRAND  DUKE 
AND  DUCHESS  OF  RUSSIA— rLIBERAL  DONA- 
TION OF  THE  CLERGY PREPARATIONS  FOR 

THE  NEXT  CAMPAIGN  — NEGOCI ATIONS  OK 
PEACE— PRELIMINARY  ARTICLES  BETWEEN 

AMERICA  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN BETWEEN 

FRANCE  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN BETWEEN 

SPAIN  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN OPERATIONS 

IN  THE  EAST  INDIES DEATH  AND  CHARAC- 

v . * r 

TER  OF  HYDER  ALLI ACTION  BETWEEN  THE 

FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH  OFF  THE  COAST  OF 

COROMANDEL MARQJXIS  DE  BUSSY  INVESTED 

IN  CUDDALORE INTELLIGENCE  OF  THE 

, PEACE  ARRIVES  IN  INDIA. 
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. _ . THE  advantages  which,  at  the 

dole  of  the  laft  campaign,  had  been 
obtained  by  the  arms  of  France,  were  at  the 
commencement  of  this,  diligently  improved  by 
the  minifters  of  Lewis  ; and  the  greateft  exerti- 
ons were  called  forth  by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  to  ' 
bring  the  war  to  a fpeedy  and  fuccefsful  conclu- 
fion.  The  fiege  of  Minorca,  which  had  been 
undertaken  in  the  preceding  year,  was  terminated 
in  the  beginning  of  the  prcfent  by  the  furrender 
of  St.  Phillips;  the  garrifon  were  made  prifoners 
of  war ; and  their  commander,  general  Murray, 
acknowledged  in  the  moft  exprefs  terms  the  hu- 
mane treatment  they  experienced  from  the  vic- 
torious leaders,  the  duke  deCrillon,  and  the  baron 
de  Falkenhayen. 

The  capture  of  the  army  under  lord  Cornwal- 
lis had  enfured  the  independence  of  America,  and 
the  fubfequent  operations  in  that  quarter  were 
confined  to  fomc  faint  ftruggles  made  by  the 
Englilh  in  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia.  France 
was  now  at  leifure  to  direift  her  attention  to  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies ; and  monfieur  de  Grafle 
from  the  Chefapeak  had  fleered  his  courfe  to 
Martinico;  his  naval  force,  when  collected,  con- 
fifled  of  thirty  fhips  of  the  line ; but  he  had  al- 
ready detached  foilr  to  convoy  from  St.  Domingo 
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the  homeward  bound  trade  to  Europe.  The 
court  of  Verfailles,  to  fupply  this  deficiency,  had 
fitted  out  at  Breft  nine  fhips  of  the  line,  under  the 
command  of  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil;  thefe  were 
accompanied  by  a numerous  convoy  of  tranfports, 
deftined  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft ; and 
they  were  efcorted  by  the  count  de  Guichen,  who 
failed  at  the  fame  time  with  ten  lhips  of  the  line 
to  join  the  grand  fleet  of  Spain  off  Cadiz.  Off 
Scilly  they  were  intercepted  by  the  Britilh  fleet  of 
thirteen  fhips  of  the  line  under  admiral  Kempen- 
felt;  the  admirable  manoeuvres  of  that  officer 
were  feconded  by  the  favourable  ftate  of  the  wind  ; 
and  the  count  de  Guichen  had  the  mortification 
to  behold  his  convoy  difperfed,  and  feveral  of 
them  taken  by  an  inferior  force.  He  himfdf 
continued  his  courfe  to  Cadiz,  while  the  mar- 
quis de  Vaudreuil,  having  detached  part  of  his 
fquadron  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  the 
reft  joined  monfieur  de  Grafie  at  Martinico. 

That  commander  immediately  prepared  to  a- 
vail  himfelf  of  his  decided  fuperioriry  over  the 
Englifh  fquadron  in  thofe  feas.  With  the  mar- 
quis de  Bouille,  who  had  already  erofled  the 
flandard  of  France  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Nevis,  he 
planned  the  attack  of  St.  Chriftopher’s,  one  of 
the  moft  confiderable  of  the  Weft  India  iflands 
that  yet  remained  to  Great  Britain.  The  marquis. 
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landed  with  eight  thoufand  men  and  a formida- 
ble train  of  artillery,  while  the  count  de  Graffe 
occupied  with  his  fleet  Baffeterre  Road,  and 
feemed  to  preclude  every  hope  of  relief ; gene- 
ral Frazer,  the  Englifh  commander,  immediately 
retired  to  Brimflone  Hill,  a ftrong  port,  which  he 
declared  he  would  defend  to  the  laft  extremity. 
But  the  operations  of  the  French  were  foon  inter- 
rupted by  the  appearance  of  a Britifh  fquadron  of 
twenty-two  fliips  of  the  line,  conduced  by  admi- 
ral Hood,  an  officer  of  approved  Ikill  and  expe- 
rience. The  count  de  Grade,  whofe  naval  force 
confided  of  twenty-nine  large  fhips,1  hefitated  near 
to  quit  his  ftation  to  encounter  his  daring  adver-: 
fary.  The  adtion  was  partial  and  indecifive ; but 
in  the  courfe  of  it  admiral  Hood,  by  a fudden 
thange  of  difpofition,  deceived  the  count  de 
Graffe,  eluded  his  attack,  and  preffing  towards 
the  ifland,  gained  the  very  anchorage  in  Baflie- 
terre  Road  that  the  French  fleet  had  quitted. 

Though  the  count  de  Graffe  could  not  but 
admire  the  fuperior  dexterity  of  his  adverfary,  he 
Was  by  no  means  inclined  to  leave  him  in  quiet 
poffeffion  of  his  advantage.  The  next  morning 
with  his  whole  force  he  attacked  the  Engliih 
fquadron  from  van  to  rear ; but  thefe  fuftained 
with  a Heady  fire  the  repeated  efforts  of  the 
French;  and  though  the  count  in  the  courfe  of 
i * the 
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the  evening  renewed  the  attempt,  the  damage, 
that  his  Qaips  had  incurred  compelled  him  re- 
luctantly to  defift. 

The  marquis  de  Bouille  could  not  be  indiffer- 
ent to  the  operations  of  the  hoftile  fleets,  whofe 
fate  was  likely  to  involve  his  own ; but  inftead, 
of  defponding  or  endeavouring  to  retreat,  he 
pufhed  his  attacks  with  encreafe  of  ardour.  Brim- 
ftone  Hill  was  clofely  inverted  on  every  fide ; 
and  while  he  confided  the  blockade  of  that  poll 
to  the  marquis  of  St.  Simon,  he  himfelf  marched 
with  four  thoufand  troops  to  encounter  a detach- 
ment that  had  been  landed  from  the  Britifh  (hips* 
Although  the  ftrong  fituation  and  number  of 
thefe,  amounting  to  two  thoufand  four  hundred 
men,  rendered  an  aflault  imprudent,  yet  the  mar- 
quis continued  vigilantly  to  obferve  cheir  motions ; 
till,  hoplefs  of  joining  or  fuccouring  their  coun- 
trymen, they  reimbarked ; in  the  mean  time 
every  moment  was  afliduoufly  employed  in  tfyc 
.annoyance  of  the  Englifh  intrenched,  at  Bcim-i 
Hone  Hill ; the  marquis  de  Bouille  had  again  re- 
fumed the  command  of  the  befiegers ; and  the  in* 
ceflant  fire  of  his  artillery  had  reduced  the  works 
and  buildings  to  a heap  of  ruins.  The  Englilh;, 
under  the  terror  of  immediate  deftruCtiori,  con- 
fented  to  furrender  a port  that  they  were  incapable 
•f defending  any  longer;  and  the. humanity  of 
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the  marquis  granted  the  fame  favourable  terms 
of  capitulation  as  had  been  agreed  upon  at  the  re- 
duction of  Dominica.  - < 

The  Englilh  admiral  was  no  fooner  informed 
of  the  fate  of  St.  Chriftopher’s,  than  he  deter- 
mined to  abandon  a fituation  which  was  no  longer 
either  fecure  or  ufeful ; and  this  rel'olution  he  ex- 
ecuted with  a fecrecy  and  celerity  that  prevented 
all  danger  from  the  fuperior  force  of  count  de 
Graffe.  Under  cover  of  the  night  he  cut  his  ca- 
bles ; and  failing  from  Baffeterre  Road,  directed 
his  courfe  towards  Barbadoes,  in  hopes  of  joining 
a confiderable  fquadron  that  was  hourly  expected 
from  England ; while  the  count  de  Graffe  and  the 
marquis  de  Bouille,  after  the  reduction  of  Mont- 
ferrat,  returned  to  Martinico. 

In  that  road  had  been  affembled  one  hundred 
and  fifty  tranfports,  with  a large  quantity  of  artil- 
lery, and  a confiderable  body  of  land  forces.— 
Thefe  were  deftined  for  an  enterprize  which,  had 
it  proved  fuccefsful,  muft  have  extinguifhed  in 
the  Weft  Indies  the  power  of  Great  Britain.  The 
count  de  Graffe,  whofe  fleet  already  amounted  to 
thirty-three  fail  of  the  line  fit  for  aCtion,  was  to 
have  been  joined  by  a ftrong  Spanifh  fquadron 
from  the  Havannah;  and  the  united  force  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  was  to  have  been  directed 
againft  Jamaica,  the  moft  fiourjlhing  fcttlement 
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belonging  to  the  Englflh  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe. 

In  purfuance  of  this  defign  the  count  quitted 
Fort  Royal  Bay  about  the  beginning  of  April,  to 
proceed  to  the  place  of  his  deftination ; but  he 
fcarce  loft  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Martinico,  before 
he  defcried  the  Britifli  fleet,  commanded  by  ad- 
miral Rodney,  and  by  late  reinforcements  from 
Europe  fwelled  to  thirty-fix  fail  of  the  line.  He 
immediately  hoifted  the  fignal  for  aftion,  and  fuf- 
tained  with  great  gallantry  the  attack  of  the 
enemy ; but  intent  on  the  grand  objeft  of  his 
court,  he  availed  himfelf  of  a favourable  wind, 
and  bore  away  towards  Guadaloupe. 

But  that  profperous  fortune  which  hitherto  had 
attended  the  enterprifcs  of  France,  on  this  occa- 
fion  deferted  her. — In  the  late  a&ion  the  Zele,  a 
feventy-four,  had  fuffered  material  damage ; and 
though  the  count  de  Grafie  had  gained  a con- 
fiderable  ftart  of  admiral  Rodney,  yet  the  Ihat- 
tered  condition  of  that  Ihip  allowed  her  not  to 
keep  up  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet.  The  French 
admiral  was  now  reduced  to  the  painful  alterna- 
tive of  hazarding  the  fuccefs  of  his  expedition 
by  a fecond  action,  or  to  endure  the  difgrace  of 
abandoning  the  Zele  a prey  to  the  purfuit  of  the 
enemy. 

On  this  trying  occafion  he  determined  to  pre- 
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ferve  inviolate  the  honour  of  the  French  flag? 
and  though  his  judgment  has  been  arraigned* 
fince,  in  relinguilhing  the  Zele,  and  haftening  tcf 
join  the  Spanilh  fquadron,  he  might  have  fevere- 
ly  revenged  the  lofs  of  that  fliip  by  the  probable 
Tedu&ion  of  Jamaica,  yet  the  more  honourable 
rcfolution  was  in  fome  meafure  fan&ioned  by  the 
ftate  of  the  fleet  under  his  command,  and  the  pro- 
bability that  this  engagement,  like  all  the  pre- 
ceding ones,  might  prove  indecifive. 

In  this  hope  he  bore  down  to  the  fuccour  of 
the  Zele,  and  compelled  the  moft  forward  of  the 
Englilh  fhips  to  retire  at  the  moment  that  they 
were  ready  to  attack  her ; the  approach  of  night 
precluded  all  immediate  aftion  ; but  in  the  morn- 
ing the  French  admiral  found  the  Englifh  had 
gained  the  wind  of  him,  and  that  he  muft  flake 
the  fortune  of  France  on  a decifrve  engagemenf. 
This  was  continued  from  feven  in  the  morning 
till  half  paft  fix  in  the  evening,  when  the  fetting 
fun  put  an  end  to  the  conteft  and  to  the  hopes  of 
France.  The  Villc  de  Paris,  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  guns,  commanded  by  count  de  GrafFe  him- 
felf,  the  Glorieux,  the  He<£tor,  and  the  Ctefar  of 
feventy-four,  with  the  Ardent  of  fixty-four,  were 
compelled  to  ftrike  to  the  fuperior  fortune  of 
Great  Britain ; the  Caefar  foon  after  caught  fire 
-and  blew  up;  while  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil 
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«olle<fted  part  of  the  fcattcred  fleet,  and  with  nine- 
teen  fhips  of  the  line  efcaped  to  Martinico';  the 
reft,  fhattered  and  difperfed,  endeavoured  to 
reach  the  ncareft  ports,  and  elude  the  purfuits  of 
the  vi&ors. 

If  the  prudence  of  the  count  de  GrafTe  was  in 
fome  meafure  impeached,  his  courage  was  uni- 
verfally  acknowledged  : though  veounded,  he  de- 
fended his  fhip  to  the  laft  extremity;  and  before 
he  confented  to  ftrike  his  flag,  the  Ville  de  Paris 
refembled  a wreck.  Pie  was  received  on  board 
the  Barfleur  with  thofe  marks  of  refped:  that  the 
brave  never  fail  to  (hew  to  each  other;  after 
continuing  a fhort  time  at  Jamaica,  he  was  con- 
veyed to  England,  and  was  there  honoured  by 
the  conftant  attention  of  the  royal  family ; while 
the  applaufe  of  the  multitude,  who  admired  the 
perfonal  gallantry  of  their  enemy,  contributed  to 
footh  the  painful  recolle&ion  of  defeat. 

The  misfortunes  of  France  ended  not  with  the 
twelfth  of  April.  The  Cato  and  the  Jafon,  two 
men  of  war  of  fixty-four  guns  each,  with  the 
Amiable  of  thirty-two,  and  the  Ceres  of  eighteen 
guns,  were  taken  by  a fquadron  under  admiral 
Hood,  detached  from  the  main  Englifh  fleet ; the 
fame  baneful  influence  feemed  alfo  to  extend  to 
Europe ; and  in  that  month  the  Pegafc  of  feventy- 
four  guns,  and  the  Adtiopnaire  of  fixty-four, 
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which  had  failed  from  Bred  for  the  Eaft  Indies, 
with  ten  fhips  of  their  convoy,  were  captured  by 
the  Englifh  offUfhant. 

The  marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  after  the  late  de- 
feat,  fleered  with  the  remnant  of  the  fleet  that  he 
could  colledt  from  Cape  Francois  to  America; 
but  riling  under  the  preflure  of  calamity,  he  pre- 
vioufly  detached  monfieur  Peroufe  in  the  Sceptre 
of  feventy-four  guns,  with  two  jarge  frigates, 
again  ft  the  remote  poifeflions  and  property  of  the 
Englifh  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company.  As  the  mar- 
quis was  unacquainted  with  the  defencelefs  ftate 
of  thefe  fettlements,  he  added  three  hundred  fol- 
diers,  with  fome  mortars  and  cannon  for  the 
fieges  that  might  prefent  themfelves. 

But  the  only  difficulties  that  monfieur  Peroufe 
encountered  were  thofe  which  attended  the  navi- 
gation of  obfeure  ftraights  and  gulphs,  among  the 
frozen  regions  of  the  north ; and  for  three  weeeks, 
from  the  moment  that  they  pafled  the  iflands  of 
Refolution,  which  mark  the  entrance  into  Hud- 
fon’s Straits,  they  were  incefiantly  expofed  to  new 
and  imminent  peril;  notwithftanding  the  power 
of  the  fun  in  the  month  of  July,  the  fhips  at  one 
time  were  fo  faft  locked  up  in  the  ice,  that  the 
feamen  went  on  foot  from  one  to  the  other;  and 
even  after  they  had  extricated  themfelves,  things 
appeared  fo  hopelefs,  that  monfieur  Peroufe  even 
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meditated  on  fending  back  the  Sceptre  with  one 
of  the  frigates  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  of  winter- 
ing himfelf  with  the  other  frigate  and  a part  of 
the  troops  in  the  Bay.  So  fevere  a trial  of  his 
conftancy  was  however  prevented  by  the  appear- 
ance of  a fmall  opening  in  the  ice  two  days  after- 
wards ; through  this  the  fliips  forced  their  way 
with  a prefs  of  fail,  and  afterwards  difeovered,  to 
their  no  fmall  joy,  the  Englilh  colours  flying  front 
a fort  on  the  banks  of  Churchill  River. 

If  the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  voyage  had  been 
great,  fome  compenfation  was  afforded  by  the  faci- 
lity of  the  conqueft ; the  forts  of  the  Hudfon’s 
Bay  Company  were  only  garrifoned  by  a motley 
crew  of  ftorekeepers,  clerks,  and  fervants,  who 
furrendered  on  the  firft  appearance  of  an  Eu-* 
ropean  enemy.  Some  few  fought  lhelter  in  the 
deep  and  impenetrable  woods ; and  monfieur 
Peroufe  having  by  the  deftru&ion  of  the  forts  and 
merchandize  completed  the  objeft  of  his  expedi- 
tion, had  yet  the  humane  precaution  to  preferve 
one  of  the  magazines,  in  which  he  depofited  pro- 
vifions,  arms,  and  ammunition  for  the  ufe  and 
fubfiftence  of  the  fugitives  who  had  eluded  his 
purfuit,  and  who  during  the  long  and  approach- 
ing winter  could  not  baye  received  any  relief  from 
home. 

While  France  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe 
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difplayed  that  adtive  fpirit  which  could  n6t  be 
rcpreffcd  by  defeat,  the  patient  courage  of  the 
Spaniards  was  Rill  exercifed  in  the  inceffant  liege 
of  Gibraltar.  The  duke  de  Crillon,  adorned  with 
the  laurels  of  Minorca,  afpired  to  additional  fame 
from  this  more  arduous  enterprife ; and  the  count 
d’Artois,  and  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  ciifdaining 
the  eafe  and  luxury  of  Verfailles,  animated  the 
camp  of  St.  Roch  by  their  prefence.  But  they 
had  fcarce  arrived  before  they  endured  the  mor- 
tification of  beholding  the  principal  works  of  the , 
befiegers  deftroyed.  A heavy  fire  of  hot  lhot 
and  (hells  from  the  batteries  of  the  garrifon  foon 
Communicated  the  deftrudHve  flames  to  the  bat- 
teries and  magazines  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  la- 
bour of  months  was  confirmed  in  a few  hours. 

Yet  the  court  of  Madrid,  though  often  baffled, 
(till  perfevered ; and  to  preclude  the  garrifon  of 
Gibraltar  from  the  hope  of  relief,  the  combined 
fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  confiding  of  forty  four 
lhips  of  the  line,  were  directed  to  block  up  the 

• harbour.  This  was  but  the  prelude  to  a new  and 
different  mode  of  attack,  which  had  long  been 
meditated,  and  on  which  the  moll  fanguine  ex- 
pectations were  grounded.  Ten  (hips  of  different 

• fizes,  from  fix  hundred  to  fourteen  hundred  tons 
burthen,  were  converted  into  floating  batteries. 
They  were  fecured  by  every  art  that  ingenuity 
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could  devifc,  and  provided  with  every  offenfive 
or  defenfive  material  that  experience  fuggefted, 
or  the  wealth  of  Spain  could  furnilh.  Two  hun- 
dred and  twelve  brafs  guns,  each  of  them  carry- 
ing balls  of  twenty-fix  pounds,  menaced  from 
their  mafly  decks  immediate  defirudtion  ; they 
were  fupported  by  afufficient  number  of  frigates; 
and  three  hundred  large  boats  were  alfo  colle&ed 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  troops  that  were  ready 
to  avail  themfelves  of  the  confufion  of  the  garri* 
fon,  and  the  breaches  that  it  was  expected  the 
floating  batteries  mull  foon  occafion.  But  Gib- 
raltar was  entrufted  to  the  care  of  general  Elliot, 
an  officer  whofe  vigilance,  courage,  and  unfhaken 
refolution  were  never  excelled;  and  who  with 
the  caution  and  experience  of  age,  preferved  the 
activity  and  enterprife  of  youth.  The  fire  from 
the  floating  batteries  was  indeed"terrible;  but  they 
were  foon  anfwered  by  the  thunder  of  the  garri- 
fon ; and  the  fame  engines  of  deftru&ion  that  had 
proved  fatal  to  the  Spanifh  preparations  on  fhore, 
now  blafted  their  hopes  at  fea.  A fhower  of  hot 
balls  and  fhclls  in  a few  hours  involved  the  float- 
ing batteries  in  flames ; the  gun  boats  of  the  En- 
glifh  prevented  the  Spaniards  from  approaching 
to  the  afliftance  of  their  countrymen ; to  avoid 
the  rapid  progrefs  of  one  dcftru&ive  element,  the 
miferable  men  were  compelled  to  confide  them- 
'..vol.  in.  S felves 
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felves  to  another;  part  periflicd  by  the  fire,  part 
v were  overwhelmed  by  the  fea,  and  the  fcanty 
remnant  was  -only  faved  by  the  Britifh  feamen, 
who  difcovcred  the  fame  ardour  in  relieving  their 
enemies,  as  they  had  difplayed  an  hour  before  in 
conquering  them. 

One  refource  ftill  remained  to  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  ; and  the  befiegers,  thus  fatally  baffled  in 
every  afiault,  now  refolved  patiently  to  await  the 
flow  but  certain  effects  of  famine.  To  prevent 
the  garrifon  from  receiving  any  fupplics,  the  com- 
bined fleets  were  directed  to  ftretch  acrofs  the  bay  ;• 
but  even  this  dilpofition  could  not  enfure  fuccefs; 
a violent  tempeft  that  arofe  fhattered  their  lhipsr 
and  drove  on  fliore  the  Triumphant,  a Spanifh  man- 
6f  war  of  feventy-four  guns ; and  the  Englifh  fleet 
of  thirty-four  fail  of  the  line,  with  a confiderable 
convoy,  before  they  could  recover  from  their  con- 
fiifion,  entered  the  Straits,  and  landed  the  troop? 
and  provifions  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  On 
their  return  a partial  and  indecifive  adtion  took 
place  off  the  Strait’s  mouth  ; but  the  Englifh  had 
already  effedled  the  objedt  of  their  expedition  ;■ 
and  the  French  and  Spanifh  commanders  judged 
it  not  prudent  to  prefs  an  engagement  which,  if 
adverfe,  might  be  attended  by  the  mod  fatal  con- 
fequences,  and,  if  fuccefsful,  could  not  tend  ta> 
the  inynediatc  redudtion  of  the  fortrefs. 
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If  the  war  languiflied  in  America,  it  was  refum* 
ed  with  increafe  of  ardour  in  the  Eaft,  and  the 
coafts  of  Coromandel  were  ftained  with  the  blood 
of  the  contending  powers.  From  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  monfieur  Suffrein  had  proceeded  with 
favourable  winds  to  the  ifland  of  Mauritius ; he 
there  refigned  the  command  to  his  fenior  officer, 
the  count  d'Orvesj  and  the  French  fleet,  increaf- 
ed  by  this  jun&ion  to  ten  fhips  of  the  line,  and 
one  of  fifty  guns,  befides  feveral  large  frigates, 
failed  for  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  accompanied 
by  a number  of  tranfports  and  ftore  fhips,  with 
a confiderable  body  of  land  forces.  On  the  voy- 
age the  count  d’Orves,  whofe  zeal  in  the  fervice 
had  rofe  fuperior  to  the  infirmities  of  a debilitated 
eoaftitution,  expired ; and  the  foie  command  of 
the  fleet  devolved  on  monfieur  Suffrein,  whofe  /kill 
and  courage  have  defervedly  ranked  him  among 
the  molt  celebrated  naval  characters  of  the  age. 

On  his  paffage  he  fell  in  with  the  Hannibal,  a 
Britifh  man  of  war  of  fifty  guns,  which  after  a 
gallant  but  fruitlefs  refiftance,  was  compelled  to 
furrender,  and  fwellcd  the  number  of  the  French 
fquadron.  With  this  addition  to  his  flrength  he 
fwept  the  Coromandel  coaft,  and  entered  Madrafs 
Roads  in  hopes  of  furprifing,  according  to  the  in- 
telligence he  had  received,  the  Englifh  admiral. 
Sir  Edward  Hughes,  with  only  fix  fhips  of  the 
S 2 line. 
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line.  This  force  he  confidered  himfelf  capable 
of  eafily  overwhelming ; the  lofs  of  the  numer* 
ous  trading  fliips  and  tranfports  in  the  road  muft 
have  attended  the  deftruCtion  of  the  fleet ; and 
while  fuch  an  unexpected  calamity  fpread  terror 
through  the  town  of  Madrais,  the  French  forces, 
joined  by  Hyder  Alli’s  numerous  army,  would 
have  carried  on  their  attacks  againft  it  by  land, 
and  the  victorious  fquadron  would  have  affailed 
it  by  fea. 

From  this  flattering  illufion,  which  promifed  to 
determine  the  war  at  a fingle  blow,  monfieur  Suf- 
frein  was  awakened  to  a difappointment  as  morti- 
fying as  it  was  unexpected ; a few  days  before 
the  Englifli  fquadron  had  been  joined  by  a re- 
inforcement from  Europe  ; they  had  at  the  fame 
time  been  apprized  of  the  approach  of  monfieur 
Suffrcin ; three  hundred  land  forces  had  been  de- 
tached from  Madrafs  to  ftrengthen  their  num- 
bers ; and  the  French  admiral  now  beheld,  in- 
ftead  of  the  defencelefs  fquadron,  he  fondly  ex- 
pected to  furprife,  nine  fliips  of  the  line,  drawn 
up  in  proper  order,  and  ready  to  receive  him. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  all  views  of  attack 
were  abandoned,  and  monfieur  Suffrein  flood  out 
to  fea  with  the  intention  of  landing  the  land  for- 
ces to  the  fupport  of  Hyder  Alii.  The  Englilh, 
who  penetrated  his  defign,  immediately  followed, 
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and  an  a&ion  enfued  the  next  morning,  long, 
bloody,  but  indecifive.  The  prefervation  of 
his  convoy  was  the  chief  objeft  of  the  French 
commander,  but  in  the  courfe  of  the  engagement 
he  difplayed  a degree  of  intrepidity  that  extort- 
ed the  applaufe  of  his  adverfaries.  Night  only 
parted  the  combatants ; and  monfieur  Suffrein  re- 
preffing  his  ardour,  and  anxious  to  fecure  the  re  j 
treat  of  his  convoy,  flood  off  to  the  north-eaft." 

This  important  object  was  no  fooner  attained 
than  the  French  admiral  once  more  directed  his 
courfe  in  fearch  of  the  Englifh.  The  latter, 
during  this  interval,  had  been  reinforced  from 
Europe  by  two  men  of  war  of  feventy-four  guns 
each ; but  this  formidable  accefiion  of  ftrength 
could  not  damp  the  courage  or  alter  the  refolution 
of  monfieur  Suffrein ; he  himfelf  led  the  attack 
on  board  the  Hcros  of  feventy-four  guns,  and 
continued  to  engage  for  a confiderable  time  the 
Englifh  admiral  within  piftol  fhot.  The  damages 
fuftained  by  the  Heros  induced  him  to  fhift  his 
flag  into  the  Hannibal,  a French  £hip  of  equal 
force;  and  by  his  fuperior  fire  he  difabled  and 
drove  out  of  the  line  the  Monmouth  of  fixty- 
four  guns.  Though  every  effort  was  made  to 
board  that  fhip,  fhe  was  refeued  by  the  approach 
of  three  other  Englifh  fhips ; and  the  hoftile 
fleets,  after  a fierce  and  bloody  conteft,  in  which 
l S3  they 
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they  had  difplayed  fimildr  gallantry,  and  fuffhred 
fimilar  lofs,  leparatcd  as  if  by  mutual  confent  $ 
for  feveral  days  following  they  however  kept 
light  of  each  other ; but  their  reciprocal  damages 
fufpended  on  both  (ides  all  idea  of  attack ; the 
Englifh  retired  to  Trincomale,  and  the  French 
fquadron  proceeded  to  Batacalo,  a Dutch  port  in' 
the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  about  twenty  leagues 
to  the  fouthward  of  Trincomale. 

The  war  on  land  raged  not  with  lefs  fury  than 
at  fea.  In  the  general  dellru&ion  of  the  French 
fettlements  on  the  commencement  of  hoftilities* 
a fmall  band  had  found  fludter  in  the  dominions 
of  Hyder  Alii,  and  ever  fmee  under  the  com- 
mand of  monfieur  Lally,  had  given  liability  to  the 
operations  of  that  enterprifing  prince.  They 
now,  in  conjunction  with  Tippoo  Saib,  the  fon  of 
Hyder,  and  who  inherited  the  daring  fpirit  of  his 
father,  attacked  a Britifh  detachment  under  co- 
lonel Braithwaite,  that  had  encamped  on  the 
banks  of  the  Coleroon,  for  the  protection  of 
Tanjour  and  the  adjoining  provinces.  This 
fmall  but  feleCt  corps  confifted  of  two  thoufand 
veteran  infantry,  with  thirteen  field  pieces,  and 
two  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry.  For  two  fuccef- 
five  days  they  repulfed  with  undaunted  refolution 
the  reiterated  attacks  of  Hyder’s  cavalry,  though 
amounting  to  the  formidable  number  of  twenty 
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thoufand  ; but  on  the  third  they  were  broken  by 
the  charge  of  four  hundred  French,  who  advanced 
with  bayonets  fixed,  and  were  led  on  by  monfieur 
Lally  himfelf.  The  humanity  of  that  officer  was 
not  lefs  confpicuous  than  his  courage ; he  not 
only  iffitied  orders  for  putting  a flop  to  the  car- 
nage j but  haftened  perfonally,  and  with  apparent 
hazard,  to  chaftife  and  reftrain  the  cruel  fury  of 
the  black  cavalry,  five  of  whom  perifhed  by  his 
own  hand  in  the  generous  exertion.  He  alfo 
prevailed  on  Tippoo  Saib  to  commit  the  prifoners 
to  his  care,  and  endeavoured  to  foothe  their  mis- 
fortunes by  every  mark  of  kindnefs  and  refped  j 
por  can  it  have  efcaped  the  reader,  that  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  war,  the  French  and 
Engliih  mutually  vied  with  each  other  in  ads 
of  generous  compaffion  as  well  as  daring  va- 
lour. 

In  the  firft  engagement  with  the  Engliih  fleet, 
the  ardour  of  monfieur  Suffrein  had  been  reflrain- 
ed  by  a prudent  attention  to  his  convoy.  He  foon 
after  landed  at  Porto  Novo  the  land  forces  and  ar- 
tillery that  had  been  entrufted  to  his  care.  Thefe 
were  joined  by  a body  of  native  troops  fromHyder 
.Alii;  and  the  combined  army  immediately  march- 
ed to  the  liege  of  Cuddalore.  The  feeble  garrifoo 
in  that  place  was  not  long  able  to  refill  their  arms; 
and  monfieur  Duchemin,  the  French  commander, 
s S 4 having 
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having  fecured  a future  poft  for  the  reception  of 
fuccours,  which  France  before  was  deftitute  of, 
now  proceeded  to  more  diftant  conquefts.  He 
accordingly  inverted  Permacoil  to  the  northward  ; 
and  after  the  reduction  of  that  fort,  cffefted  a 
junftion  with  the  main  army  of  Hyder  Alii,  and 
in  concert  with  that  prince  meditated  an  attack 
on  Vandiwalh. 

The  approach  of  the  Englilh  compelled  them 
to  abandon  that  enterprife ; and  the  combined 
army,  ftrong  in  their  numbers,  poffefled  them* 
felves  alfo  of  fuch  advantageous  ports  as  defied 
any  aflault.  But  the  Britilh  commander,  general 
Coote,  having  menaced  the  fiege  of  Arnec,  a 
ftrong  fortrefs  in  which  Hyder’s  great  maga- 
zines were  depofited,  that  prince  relinquilhed  his 
fituation,  and  advanced  to  the  proteftion  of  it. 
A battle  enfucd,  in  which  the  allies  were  routed 
by  the  fuperior  difcipline  of  their  adverfaries. 
But  the  native  troops,  chiefly  compofed  of  ca- 
valry, eafily  eluded  the  purfuit  of  the  viftors; 
and  monfieur  Duchemin  had  cautioufly  avoided 
exporting  the  French  ; whom  he  wilhed  to  pre- 
ferve  intire,  till  the  arrival  of  the  marquis  de 
Bully  with  a confiderable  force,  an  event  that  was 
daily  expefted,  might  enable  them  to  aft  with 
efficacy. 

In  confequence  of  this  plan  he  retired  to 
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Cuddalore,  which  he  induftrioufly  ftrengthened 
by  new  works,  and  rendered  fecure  from  any 
fudden  infult.  The  indifpofition  of  general  Coote 
abour  the  fame  time  compelled  him  to  quit  the 
field  ; and  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  country  af- 
fording fcarce  any  fubfiftance  to  the  hoftilc  ar- 
mies, no  event  of  any  confiderable  importance 
took  place  in  the  Carnatic  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year. 

But  this  ceffation  was  entirely  confined  to  the 
land ; and  the  Indian  ocean  was  (till  deftined  to 
be  the  feene  of  hard  and  bloody  adtion.  Mon- 
fieur  Suffirein  had  returned  from  Batacalo  to  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel ; and  having  refrelhed  his 
fleet  at  the  Danifh  fettlement  of  Tranquebar,  he 
proceeded  from  thence  to  Cuddalore,  which  the 
French  had  rendered  their  ftrong  and  great  place 
at  arms,  both  for  the  land  and  fea  fervice.  It  was 
his  object  to  attack  the  Englifh  fquadron  before 
the  arrival  of  a reinforcement,  which  he  knew 
had  failed  from  England,  and  was  impatiently 
expected  at  Madrafs.  He  was  Furnilhed  at  Cud- 
dalore with  four  hundred  French,  and  as  many 
Seapoys ; and  to  thefe  were  added  three  hundred 
artillery  men,  than  which  no  aid  could  be  more 
thoroughly  effective. 

Thus  ftrengthened,  he  appeared  ofFNegapatam, 
where  the  Englilh  fleet  lay  at  anchor ; and  admi- 
, ral 
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ral  Hughes,  impatient  of  the  infult,  immediately 
quitted  the  fecurity  of  his  Ration  to  meet  his  rival. 
The  number  of  {hips  on  each  fide  was  the  fame  as 
in  the  laR  engagement ; the  fame  courage  and 
{kill  were  difplayed ; and  the  event  was  nearly 
fimilar  ; the  French  fleet  was  however  reduced 
to  retire  .firft  from  a£tion ; the  captain  of  the 
Severe  of  fixty-four  guns  even  ftruck  his  colours ; 
but  the  officer  next  in  rank  immediately  aflumed 
the  command,  renewed  the  engagement,  and 
brought  off  the  (hip,  which,  with  the  reft  of  the 
fquadron,  reached  Cuddalore ; while  admiral 
Hughes  having  kept  the  fea  about  a fortnight 
longer,  proceeded  to  Madrafs. 

Monfieur  de  Suffrein  ufed  the  utmoft  induftry 
and  difpatch  in  refitting  his  fquadron;  and  having 
received  advice  from  the  fieur  d’Aymar,  that  he 
was  arrived  at  Point  de  Galles,  which  lies  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  theifland  of  Ceylon,  in  his  own  (hip 
the  St.  Michael  of  fixty-four  guns,  accompanied 
by  the  Uluftre  of  feventy-four,  and  the  fecond 
divifion  of  the  marquis  de  Buffy’s  troops,  the 
French  admiral  immediately  failed  from  Cud- 
dalore, and  having  joined  this  fquadron,  pro- 
ceeded with  his  whole  force  to  the  attack  of 
Trincomale,  where  he  arived  toward  the  end  of 
Auguft. 

The  fire  of  the  Englifti  batteries  from  that  place 
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could  not  prevent  his  fleet  from  anchoring  in  the 
mod  advantageous  ffation  for  the  annoyance  of 
the  garrifon;  the  landing  of  the  troops  under  the 
conduct  of  the  baron  d’Agoult  was  effedled  the 
next  day,  and  the  place  was  irmmediately  in  veiled. 

After  two  days  employed  in  erecting  batteries, 
thofe  on  the  left  were  opened  early  in  the  morn*'  / 
ing,  and  foon  gained  fuch  a decided  fuperiority, 
that  the  Englilh  cannon  were  filenced  before 
pight.  On  the  following  day  monfieur  de  Suf- 
frein,  encouraged  by  this  fuccel’s,  fummoned  the 
garrifon ; and  captain  Macdowal,  the  Britilh  com- 
mandant, convinced  that  all  further  defence  was 
fruitlefs,  confented  to  capitulate. 

The  terms  that  he  demanded  were  immediately 
fubferibed  by  the  generality  and  prudence  of  the 
French  commanders.  1 he  honours  of  war  were 
granted  in  the  fulleft  extent ; the  garrifon  was  to 
be  diredtly  conveyed  to  Madras,  in  (hips  provid- 
ed at  the  expence  of  France ; the  Dutch  inha- 
bitants, as  well  as  the  garrifon,  tvere  to  be  fe- 
cured  in  their  private  property  ; and  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  former  were  to  be  preferved 
inviolate. 

Monfieur  de  Suffrein  had  but  fcarcc  time  tct 
poffefs  and  fecure  his  new  acquifition,  when  the 
Englilh  fleet,  on  the  fecond  of  September,  was 
tlefcried  off  Ti  incomalp ; admiral  Hughes  had 
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been  lately  joined  by  a {hip  of  74  guns ; but 
Hill  the  advantage  was  on  the  fide  of  the  French, 
and  they  were  fuperior  to  their  adverfaries  by  one 
fliip  of  the  line,  and  two  of  fifty  guns.  Mon- 
fieur  de  Suffrein  now  flattered  himfelf  the  mo- 
ment was  arrived  when  he  might  eftablilh  the  do- 
minion of  France  in  thofe  feas  by  a glorious  and 
decifive  victory.  He  accordingly  got  under  fail, 
and  flood  out  to  lea  ; and  about  three  o’clock  in 
the  evening  the  adtion  became  general.  Monf.  de 
Suffrein  himfelf  in  the  Heros  again  encountered 
admiral  Hughes  in  the  Superbe,  and  the  rival  com- 
manders maintained  a clofe  and  bloody  conflict 
till  half  paft  five ; had  the  other  French  officers 
imitated  the  condudt  of  their  chief,  that  day  had 
probably  avenged  the  fatal  defeat  of  monfieur  de 
Graffe  ; but  feveral  feemed  to  confider  their  own 
perfonal  fafety  beyond  the  honour  of  their  coun- 
try; and  though  the  admiral  himfelf,  with  his 
{hip  nearly  difmafted,  and  one  third  of  his  gal- 
lant crew  killed  and  wounded,  bravely  perfevered, 
he  perceived  with  indignation  his  hopes  of  con- 
queft  blaftcd  by  the  cautious  manoeuvres  of  his 
followers.  Under  cover  of  the  night  he  reluc- 
tantly condefcendcd  to  retire  to  Trincomale 
whence,  no  longer  under  the  ncceffity  of  dif- 
guifing  his  refentments,  he  fent  fix  of  his  cap- 
tains under  arreft  to  the  ifland  of  Mauritius ; the 
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approach  of  thofe  hurricanes  which  at  a certain 
feafon  of  the  year  fweep  with  deftrudtive  fury  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  compelled  the  hoftile  fqua- 
drons  to  confult  their  mutual  fafety ; and  while 
the  French  fought  fhelter  at  Achem,  a port  be* 
longing  to  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  the  Englifli  re- 
tired to  the  friendly  harbour  of  Bombay. 

■ While  the  fleets  and  armies  of  France  were 
thus  occupied  in  the  eaft,  the  attention  of  her 
minifters  at  home  was  dire&ed  to  the  commotions 
which  agitated  the  republic  of  Geneva.  By  the 
original  conftitution  of  Geneva,  the  fovereign 
power  of  the  ftate  was  invefted  in  the  general 
council,  which  confifted  of  the  citizens  promif- 
cuoufly  aflembled.  By  degrees  the  mag'tftrates 
and  fenate  had  incrcafed  their  own  authority,  and 
diminiftied  the  privileges  of  the  people.  The 
latter  had  not  fuffered  thefe  innovations  without 
repeated  remonftrances ; and  the  taxes  which  the 
fenate  impofed,  and  the  leverity  with  which  they 
punilhed  thofe  who  were  mod  loud  in  their  op- 
pofition,  increafcd  the  number  of  the  difaflfefted. 
Such  a ftate  of  things  naturally  occafioned  fre- 
quent contefts ; and  to  prevent  a continuance  of 
difputes,  the  democratical  party  required  a regu- 
lar code  of  laws,  which  fhould  be  for  the  rulers 
the  foundation  of  their  authority,  and  for  the 
people  the  known  ftandard  of  their  obedience. 
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This  falutary  project,  which  might  have  reftored 
.mutual  confidence,  was  defeated  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  ariftocracy  ; the  magiftrates  were  deter- 
mined not  to  circumfcribe  the  authority  they  had 
hitherto  poffeffed ; and  in  fupport  of  their  ju- 
rifdiftion  folicited  the  interference  of  foreign 
powers. 

Of  thefe  the  moft  confidcrable  was  the  king  of 
France,  who,  as  protestor  of  the  republic,  con- 
certed with  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  cantons 
of  Zurich  and  Bern,  the  means  of  reftoring  tran- 
quillity to  Gcnevai  They  at  length  farmed  a 
code,  which  lodged  the  fupreme  power  in  the  ma- 
giftrates ; and  to  give  weight  to  their  mediation* 
an  army  of  twelve  thoufand  men  belonging  to 
the  king  of  France,  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and 
the  Swifs  cantons,  encamped  under  the  walls  of 
the  city.  The  leaders  of  the  democratic  party 
were  unable  to  contend  with  their  rivals,  thus 
formidably  fupported  ; the  gates  of  the  city  were 
opened  to  the  combined  forces ; and  the  preten- 
Cons  of  the  fyndics  were  eftabliflred  by  the  count 
de  Jancourt,  the  count  of  Marmora,  and  mef- 
fieurs  Sceiguer  and  Valtevalle,  the  minifters  ple- 
nipotentiary cf  the  mediating  powers.  A general 
amnefty  was  at  the  fame  time  publifhed,  out  of 
which  only  nineteen  perfons  were  excepted  ; two 
of  thefe  were  deprived  of  their  employments* 
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feven  were  condemned  to  perpetual  exile,  and 
the  reft  were  banifhed  for  ten  years ; but  the  fpi- 
rits  of  the  inhabitants  were  feverely  wounded  by 
thefe  new  regulations ; and  a great  number  hefi- 
tated  not  to  quit  their  ancient  habitations,  in 
fearch  of  that  freedom  which  they  confidered 
themfelves  deprived  of  in  their  native  country. 

Paris,  amidft  the  gloom  which  naturally  ac- 
companies a long  and  extenfive  war,  received  a 
tranfient  ray  of  fplendour  from  the  vifit  of  the 
grand  duke  and  duchefs  of  Ruflia ; thefe  illuf- 
trious  travellers  were  peculiarly  gratified  by  the 
marked  attention  of  Lewis  and  his  royal  confort  j 
but  the  vifits  of  fovereigns,  and  their  apparent 
fucceffors,  have  become  fo  frequent  of  late  years, 
as  no  longer  to  excite  the  fpeculations  of  ftatef- 
men ; and  the  grand-duke  and  duchefs,  after 
-tafting,  during  a lhort  month,  the  fplendid  en- 
joyments of  the  capital  of  France,  directed  their 
fteps  again  towards  the  north. 

With  the  adminiftration  of  monfieur  Necker 
had  expired  the  great  and  popular  fyftem  of  fup- 
porting  a war,  without  increafing  the  burthens  of 
the  people.  The  management  of  the  finance* 
had  not  long  been  entrufted  to  monfieur  Fleuri, 
before  the  people  were  again  awakened  to  a fenfe 
of  their  fituation,  by  a variety  of  cdi&s  and  im- 
ports, all  of  them  probably  neceflary,  but  fome  of 
• them 
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them  undoubtedly  grievous.  Thefe  could  fiot 
fail  of  recalling  to  their  remembrance  the  vir- 
tlious  oeconomy  of  the  late  minifter,  whom  they 
had  beheld  difmifled  with  regret,  and  for  whofe 
reftoration  they  inceffantly  langiiilhed. 

To  multiply  the  refources  of  government,  with- 
out augmenting  the  burthens  of  the  public,  the 
minifters  endeavoured  to  kindle  throughout  the 
capital  and  different  provinces,  a flame  of  enthu- 
fiafm,  which,  if  productive  of  no  folid  advan- 
tage, might  yet  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  multitude, 
and  awe  the  enemies  of  France.  The  defeat  of 
count  de  Graffc  had  imprefl'cd  the  kingdom  with 
general  grief  and  confternation ; and  to  repair  the 
lofs  that  the  national  marine  had  fuftiined,  feveral 
ftates  and  wealthy  communities  were  prevailed 
upon  to  difplay  their  zeal  in  building  and  fitting 
out  (hips  of  war,  according  to  their  refpeCtive 
ftrength  and  affluence. 

The  liberality  of  the  clergy  this  year  was  ftill 
more  honourable  to  themfelves,  and  more  con- 
fident with  their  facred  profeffion.  To  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  ftate  they  granted  a free  gift  of 
fifteen  millions  of  livres.  At  the  fame  time  they 
requefted  the  fovereign  to  accept  an  additional 
million,  to  be  inviolably  applied  to  the  comfort 
and  maintenance  of  thofe  feamen  who  had  been 
wounded  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  to  the 
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fupport  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  thofe  who 
had  fallen,  gallantly  fighting  in  the  defence  of  the 
naval  glory  of  France. 

Yet  thefe  contributions,  though 

^ A*  • 1 

they  reflected  the  higheft  honour  on 

the  donors,  were  but  a partial  and  fcanty  fupply, 
while  the  immenfe  preparations  of  France  de- 
manded the  moft  folid  and  effectual  fupport.  In 
. conjunction  with  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  the 
Hague,  Lewis  was  determined  this  year  to  make 
the  moft  powerful'  efforts  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
conclufion.  The  combined  fleets  of  the  houfe  of 


Bourbon  Hill  maintained  their  fuperiority,  in 
Europe,  over  the  Englifli.  The  marquis  de 
Buffy  with  three  fliips  of  the  line,  three  thoufand 
land  troops,  and  a confiderable  train  of  artillery, 
fupported  the  hopes  of  France  in  the  eaft,  and 
already  afpired  to  the  conqueft  of  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel.  Nine  fhips  of  the  line,  and  thirty 
tranfports,  in  which  were  embarked  feven  thou- 
fand five  hundred  fclcCt  foldiers,  failed  from 
Breft  to  America,  under  the  conduCt  of  monfieur 
de  Vialis,  to  reinforce  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil, 
and  to  complete  the  expulfion  of  the  Englilh  from 
that  continent ; while  the  States  general  of  Hol- 
land agreed  to  fupply,  at  their  own  expence,  ten 
fhips  of  the  line,  which  were  to  rendezvous  at 
Breft,  and  to  aCt  in  concert  with  the  fquadrons  of 
vox.,  in.  T France. 
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France.  The  count  d’Eftaing,  grown  grey  in 
naval  combats,  was  called  by  the  general  ap- 
plaufe  to  the  fupreme  command,  and  in  the  room 
of  don  Lewis  de  Cordova,  was  appointed  to  lead 
to  vidtory  the  combined  fleets  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon. 

Such  were  the  preparations  for  the  enfuing 
campaign,  which  promifed  the  mod  important 
advantages  to  France,  when  the  voice  of  peace 
was  again  heard,  and  Lewis  confented  to  facrifice 
his  ambition  to  the  cafe  and  happinefs  of  his 
people.  The  minifters  of  great  Britain,  whofe 
imprudence  and  incapacity  had  plunged  their 
country  in  a war  as  calamitous  in  the  conclufion, 
as  it  was  impolitic  in  the  origin,  were  at  length, 
by  the  clamours  of  the  multitude,  and  the  indig- 
nation of  parliament,  removed  from  the  councils 
of  their  fovereign ; and  they  were  fucceeded  by 
men  who  no  longer  nouriihed  the  frantic  idea  of 
controlling  the  independence  of  America;  the 
freedom  of  that  continent  had  been  the  grand 
objett  of  France  ; the  defeat  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  the  repulfe  at  Gibraltar,  were  ftill  deeply  im- 
preffed  on  the  mind  of  Lewis ; and  though  his 
vaft  armaments,  and  the  rcfources  of  his  allies, 
prefented  the  faireft  profpedt  of  fuccefs  in  the  en- 
fuing campaign,  he  was  not  infenfible  of  the 
various  accidents  to  which  military  operations 
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were  liable,  and  how  little  he  could  confide  in  a 
naval  fuperiority,  which  in  a moment  might  be 
annihilated  by  the  rage  of  a fickle  and  turbulent 
element. 

Thefe  confiderations  induced  him  to  liften  to 
the  proffered  and  powerful  mediation  of  the  two 
firft  potentates  in  Europe,  the  emperor  of  Ger-  - 
many  and  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia;  and  the  count 
de  Vergennes,  who  ftill  occupied  the  poll  of  fe- 
cretary  of  foreign  affairs,  was  appointed  to  treat 
with  Mr.  Fitzherbert  the  Englilh  minifter  at 
Bruffels,  but  who  had  lately  proceeded  to  Paris  to 
condudl  this  important  negociation.  The  way 
was  already  fmoothed  for  the  reftoration  of  the 
public  tranquillity  by  provifional  articles  figned 
at  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  year,  between  the 
States  of  America  and  Great  Britain,  and  which 
were  to  conftitute  a treaty  of  peace  finally  to  be 
concluded,  when  that  between  France  and  Great 
Britain  took  place. 

By  thefe  articles  the  freedom,  fovereignty,  and 
independence  of  the  Thirteen  United  States  were 
individually  by  name,  and  in  the  fulleft  and  moft 
exprefs  terms  acknowledged ; and  all  claims  to 
their  governments  and  territorial  rights  were  for 
ever  relinquished  by  the  crown  of  Great  Britain. 
Several  lines  were  drawn  to  preclude  all  future 
difputes  about  boundaries  j and  on  the  fea  coafts, 
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as  the  Britilh  forces  were  to  be  withdrawn  from 
all  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  New 
York,  Long  Illand,  Staten  Ifland,  Charles  Town, 
and  Nova  Scotia,  with  all  their  dependencies,  were 
given  up  ; and  an  unlimited  right  of  filhery  on 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  in  the  Gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence,  and  all  other  places  where  both  nations 
had  been  hitherto  accuftomed  to  fiih,  was  granted 
to  the  Americans. 

Thus  had  France  the  fatisfadlion  of  ftripping 
Great  Britain  of  thofe  colonies  fo  long  her  pride 
and  boaft,  and  in  erecting  a new  power  acrofs  the 
Atlantic,  to  have  fecured  to  herfelf  a grateful  and 
potent  ally.  This  primary  objedt  was  therefore 
no  fooner  attained,  than  the  count  de  Vergennes 
quickened  the  negotiations  of  his  own  court;  and 
on  the  twentieth  of  January  figned  at  Paris,  with 
Mr.  Fitzherbert,  the  preliminary  articles  of 
peace. 

By  thefe  France  acquired  an  extent  of  filhery 
on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland,  which  extended 
from  Cape  St.  John  in  about  fifty  degrees  north 
latitude,  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  ifland,  round 
by  the  north  to  Cape  Raye,  on  the  weftern  coaft, 
in  forty-feven  degrees  and  fifty  minutes  latitude; 
Ihe  alfo  regained  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon,  in  full  right,  and  tacitly  delivered 
from  any  reftridtion  in  point  of  fortification,  with 
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which  they  had  before  been  difgracefully  in- 
cumbered. 

In  the  Weft  Indies,  England  reftored  to  her  the 
ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  and  ceded  and  guaranteed  to 
her  the  ifland  of  Tobago;  but  France  confented 
to  relinquifli  in  return  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and 
the  Grenadines,  with  thofe  of  St.  Vincent,  Domi- 
nica, St.  Chriftopher’s,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat. 

. In'  Africa,  France  was  invefted  in  full  right 
with  the  river  Senegal,  and  all  its  dependencies, 
with  the  forts  of  St.  Louis,  Podoz,  Galem,  Ar- 
guin,  and  Portendia  ; and  obtained  alfo  reftitu- 
tion  of  the  ifland  of  Goree ; but,  on  the  other 
hand,  flie  guaranteed  to  Great  Britain  the  poflef- 
fion  of  Fort  James,  and  of  the  river  Gambia. 

In  the  Eaft,  France  regained,  with  confiderable 
additions,  all  that  had  been  wrefted  from  her  by 
Great  Britain  in  the  courfe  of  the  war  ; all  her 
eftablilhments  in  Bengal  and  Orixa  were  to  be  re- 
ftored, and  liberty  was  given  for  .furrounding 
Chandenagor  with  a wet  ditch ; Pondicherry  and  , 
Carical  were  like  wife  reftored  to  her;  her  ftand- 
ard  was  again  to  be  erefted  on  Mahe,  and  flie 
was  once  more  reinftated  in  her  factory  at  Surat;, 
while  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was  bound  to 
procure  from  the  princes,  whofe  property  they 
were,  certain  fpecified  neighbouring  diftri&s 
T 3 round 
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round  thefe  places  which  were  to  be  annexed  to 
them  as  dependencies. 

In  Europe,  where  the  dominion  of  Franco 
could  not  be  extended,  her  dignity  and  glory 
were  ftudioufly  confulted.  The  degrading  conT 
ditions  which  had  marked  the  calamitous  dole  of 
the  reign  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  which  had  b en 
revived  in  that  of  his  fuccefior,  and  which  ftipu* 
latedthe  demolition  of  the  works  round  Dunkirk, 
were  for  ever  abrogated  and  fupprefied;  and  Lewis 
the  Sixteenth  enjoyed  the  fplendid  fatisfa&ion  of 
reltoring  to  France  the  entire  fovereignty  over 
her  own  territories. 

Nor  was  the  other  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon negledtcd  on  this  occafion  ; long  difufed  to 
vi&ory,  and  accuftomed  to  behold  her  boundaries 
gradually  recede,  Spain  now  tailed  the  fweets  of 
acquifition;  though  continually  baffled  and  re- 
pulfed  before  Gibraltar,  her  pride  was  foothed  by 
the  ceffion  of  the  important  illand  of  Minorca  in 
the  Mediterranean  ; and  to  the  boundlefs  poflef- 
fions  which  fire  already  held  in  South  America, 
were  now  added  the  fertile  provinces  of  Eaft  and 
Weft  Florida  on  the  northen  continent.  Some 
retribution  was  however  to  be  made ; and  the 
Bahama  Iflands,  the  moft  unworthy  of  her  con- 
quefts,  were  reftored  to  Great  Britain. 

But  Holland  had  entered  too  late  into  the  war, 
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and  had  been  guided  by  too  evident  a regard  for 
her  own  cornmercial  intcrefts,  to  merit  much  fup- 
port  from  the  court  of  Verfailles;  the  States-ge- 
neral  were  therefore  left  to  ftruggle  with  the  dif- 
ficulties that  prefented  themfelves,  and  to  afford 
a future  example  to  other  powers  with  how  much 
caution  they  fhouid  interfere  in  the  quarrels  of 
more  mighty  potentates.  That  clofe  connection, 
which  once  had  fubfifted  between  the  Hague  and 
London,  was  for  ever  diflolved  ; and  the  Dutch 
difeovered,  that  though  they  had  loft  an  old,  they 
had  not  yet  acquired  a new  ally. 

Though  tranquillity  was  thus  reftored  to  Eu- 
rope, Africa,  and  America ; Afia,  diftant  from  the 
feene  of  negociation,  continued  ftill  expofed  to 
the  ravages  of  war.  Hyder  Alii,  whofe  afpiring 
genius  had  fo  long  and  feverely  agitated  that 
quarter  of  the  globe,  had  funk  into  the  grave, 
and  had  left  behind  a character  fcarce  to  be  para- 
lelled  in  the  annals  of  the  Eaft.  His  mind  was 
fo  vaft  aqd  comprehenfive  as  at  once  to  reach  and 
embrace  all  the  parts  of  war  and  of  government  j 
as  a warrior,  the  Carnatic  was  a mournful  tefti- 
mony  of  his  atchievements ; as  a ftatefman,  the 
internal  regulation  of  his  own  territories  pro- 
claimed his  fagacity  ; though  daring  in  war,  he 
was  far  from  being  naturally  cruel ; and  ftritftly 
obfervant  of  his  own  word,  he  punilhed  with 
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rigour  in  others  that  breach  of  faith  which  he  ab- 
horred. He  defpifed,  and  difpenfed  with,  as  far 
as  with  propriety  it  could  be  done,  the  vain  page- 
antry and  haughty  pomp  of  the  Indian  courts; 
living  in  habits  of  great  intimacy  and  familiarity 
with  his  friends,  courtiers,  and  officers;  and  dis- 
playing in  his  own  perfon  the  frank  manners  of  a 
camp,  inftead  of  the  proud  diftance  and  aufterc 
referve  of  an  eaftern  defpot. 

His  fon,  Tippoo  Saib,  equally  bold,  prompt, 
and  vigilant,  but  lefs  Scrupulous,  and  more  fero- 
cious, was  the  heir  of  his  throne  and  enterprifes  ; 
he  was  already  diftinguifhed  by  his  fucccffive  vic- 
tories over  colonel  Baillie  in  the  Carnatic,  and 
colonel  Braithwaite  on  the  banks  of  the  Coleroon; 
and  his  enemies  were  foon  convinced  that  the  ac- 
ceflion  to  royalty  had  not  damped  his  ardour, 
or  chilled  his  martial  fpirit.  General  Mathews, 
a Britifh  officer,  had  penetrated  with  a feleft  de- 
tachment to  Bednore,  the  capital  of  the  wealthy 
kingdom  of  Canore ; his  progrefs  had  been  marked 
by  cruelty  and  avarice  ; and  his  rapacity  not 
only  ftimulated  him  to  plunder  with  unfeeling 
affiduity  the  proftrate  city,  but  even  to  defraud 
his  companions  of  their  portion  of  the  fpoils. 
The  avenger  of  his  country’s  injuries  was  how- 
ever at  hand,  and  general  Mathews  had  Scarce 
time  to  indulge  in  the  contemplation  of  his  newly 
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acquired  riches,  before  he  was  alarmed  by  the  ap- 
proach of  Tippoo  Saib,  who,  with  an  hoft  of 
cavalry,  and  the  fmall  corps  of  French,  under  the 
command  of  monfieur  Lally,  prefled  forwards  to 
ehaftife  the  temeritv  of  the  invader.  The  Enslifh 
commander  marched  out  to  meet  the  exafperated 
prince;  but  neither  his  ftrength  orfkillfeemed  pro- 
portioned to  his  prefumption;  his  ranks  were  in- 
ftantly  broken  by  the  charge  of  the  French ; with 
the  lofs  of  five  hundred  men  he  retired  within  the 
walls  of  Bednore ; and  foon  after  figned  a capitula- 
tion which,  on  a promife  of  their  lives  and  liber- 
ties, delivered  himfelf  and  his  troops  intcf  the 
power  of  Tippoo  Saib.  That  capitulation  was  foon 
violated  by  the  faithlefs  vidlor;  he  evenjuflified 
the  infra&ion  of  the  treaty,  by  the  evafion  of  the 
vanquifhed  to  reftore  the  fpoi  Is  of  Bednore,  which 
they  had  ftipulated  to  refund,  but  had  endea- 
voured to  conceal.  The  general  was  the  unla- 
mented vi&im  of  his  own  avarice,  and  is  reported 
to  have  perilhed  by  poifon;  feveral  of  the  princi- 
pal officers  were  barbarouflv  murdered ; and  the 
fcanty  remnant  that  were  releafed  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  peace,  had  experienced  fufferings  that  ren- 
dered the  fate  of  their  flaughtered  companions 
enviable. 

The  hoftile  ardour  of  the  French  and  Englifh 
fquadrons  had  been  mutually  reprefied  by  a fenfe 
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of  their  own  danger,  and  to  avoid  the  monfoons, 
that  fcattcr  deftruilion  along  the  coafl  of  Coro- 
mandel, each  fought  lhelter  in  their  refpective  har- 
bours ; but  that  tempefluous  feafon  was  no  fooner 
elapfed,  than  the  fpirit  of  enterpril'e  revived ; and 
tnonfieur  Suffrein,  earl)’  in  the  year,  proceeded 
from  Trincomale  to  Cuddalore  ; he  was  there  re- 
inforced by  twelve  hundred  European  troops, 
>vhkh  he  difperfed  among  his  (hips,  and  was  ly- 
ing at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Pondicherry  when 
be  difeovered  the  approach  of  the  Englifh  fleet 
under  admiral  Hughes. 

The  Bi  itifh  fquadron  had  been  joined  by  five 
fliips  of  the  line  from  Europe,  and  was  now  fupe- 
tior  in  number  to  the  French  by  two  {hips  of  the 
line.  But  monfieur  Suffrein  was  not  difmayed  by 
this  dii'parity ; and  with  the  fame  fpirit  that  had 
marked  his  former  conduit,  he  prepared  to  main- 
tain the  honour  of  the  French  flag;  the  aition 
began  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  a 
heavy  cannonade  was.  continued  until  feven ; at 
that  hour  the  conflict  ccafed  without  any  decilive 
confcqucnces ; each  fquadron  had  to  lament  the 
unavailing  {laughter  of  a number  of  gallant  men; 
and  with  this  fevere  trial  of  their  ftrength,  con- 
cluded the  naval  warfare  in  India;  admiral  Hughes 
fbon  after  retired  to  hfadrals ; and  monfieur  de 
Suffrein,  who  throughout  the  whole  war  had 
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fuftained  the  character  of  a bold  and  Skilful  com- 
mander, proceeded  to  Cuddalore  to  return  the 
land  forces  with  which  he  had  been  reinforced, 
and  to  which  he  added  two  thoufand  four  hundred 
men  from  his  own  fleet. 

This  fuccour,  though  important,  was  not  more 
than  necefiary  to  the  immediate  defence  of  that 
place.  The  marquis  de  Bully,  who  had  lately 
arrived  in  India  with  a confiderable  body  of  Eu- 
ropean troops,  found  his  fituation  far  from  envia- 
ble; general  Coote,  whofe  fkill,  experience,  and 
enterprifing  genius  had  been  confirmed  and  dis- 
played in  the  courfe  of  long  Service,  was  indeed 
no  more  ; and  by  his  death  the  command  of  the 
Britifh  forces  had  devolved  on  general  Stuart. 
But  the  marquis  de  Bufly  was  foon  taught  that 
this  officer  afpired  to  rival  the  fame  of  his  pre- 
deceflor;  and  lie  was  fcarce  arrived  at  Cudda- 
lore before  he  beheld  himfelf  invefied  by  the 
Britifh  troops,  conducted  by  their  new  general ; 
who  had  feized  the  favourable  moment  of  enter- 
prife  when  Tippoo  Saib  had  evacuated  the  Car- 
natic for  the  recovery  of  Bednore. 

The  works  of  Cuddaloije  had  been  Strengthened 
by  unwearied  labour  and  diligence ; and  the  mar- 
quis de  Bufly  was  Still  employed  in  the  construc- 
tion of  new  fortifications,  when  his  progrefs  was 
interrupted  by  the  menacing  manoeuvres  of  the 
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Englilh,  who  rapidly  advanced  to  aflault  the 
lines  before  they  coulc^  be  completed.  The  at- 
tack and  defence  were  both  maintained  with  a 
degree  of  refolution  that  had  feldom  been  expe- 
rienced in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  per- 
haps never  furpaffed  in  Europe;  the  aflailants, 
though  frequently  rcpulfed,  as  conftantly  returned 
to  the  charge ; but  the  French  were  at  length 
overwhelmed  by  numbers,  and  were  compelled 
to  abandon  their  out  polls  with  the  lofs  in  kill- 
ed and  wounded  of  near  fix  hundred  of  their  belt 
troops. 

The  arrival  of  the  fleet  under  monfieur  Suf- 
frein,  and  the  reinforcement  that  he  landed  from 
the  fliips,  determined  the  marquis  de  Bully  to  ha- 
zard a vigorous  fally,  in  hopes  of  recovering  the 
poftsthat  he  had  loft,  and  of  making  fome  im- 
preflion  on  the  works  of  the  befiegers.  The  con- 
duct of  this  enterprife  was  entrufted  to  the  cheva- 
lier de  Damas,  a knight  of  Malta,  and  colonel  of 
the  regiment  of  Aquitain,  and  the  hour  fixed  for 
the  execution  of  it  was  three  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. But  though  under  cover  of  the  darknefs  a 
tranfient  advantage  was  gained,  yet  the  Englilh 
were  foon  alarmed ; as  light  opened  their  num- 
bers increafed ; the  French  were  pufhed  on  every 
fide  ; a complete  rout  enfued  ; the  chevalier  de 
Damas  with  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  fold iers 
1 were 
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were  taken  prifoners,  and  near  two  hundred  fell 
in  the  conflift. 

It  was  at  this  critical  juncture  that  the  Medea 
frigate  arrived  from  Mac’rafs  at  Cuddalore,  and 
brought  information  of  the  conclufion  of  peace 
between  the  two  nations ; a mutual  ceflation  of 
lioftilities,  and  reftoration  of  prifoners,  immedi- 
ately took  place;  and  that  tranquillity  which  the 
French  already  enjoyed  in  Europe,  Africa,  and 
America,  was  now  extended  to  their  tottering  fet- 
tlements  and  war-worn  veterans  in  Afia., 
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Chapter  the  Forty-Fifth. 


THE  CAISSE  D’ESCOMPTE  STOPS  PAYMENT— RE- 
STORED AGAIN  TO  CREDIT DIFFERENCES 

BETWEEN  THE  EMPEROR  AND  THE  REPUBLIC 
OF  HOLLAND— CLAIM  OF  THE  FORMER  TO 

THE  NAVIGATION  OF  THE  SCHELDE THE 

LATTER  PROTECTED  BY  FRANCE PREPARA- 

TIONS FOR  WAR  — MEDIATION  OF  FRANCE 
SUCCESSFUL TREATY  OF  ALLIANCE  BE- 
TWEEN FRANCE  AND  HOLLAND MONSIEUR 

D£  CALONNE  APPOINTED  TO  THE  OFFICE  OF 

COMPTROLLER  - GENERAL  ESTABLISHMENT 

OF  THE  CAISSE  D’AMORTISSEMENT,  OR  SINK- 
ING FUND  — OF  A NEW  EAST  INDIA  COM- 
PANY  DEFICIENCY  OF  THE  PUBLIC  REVE- 
NUE  DEATH  OF  THE  COUNT  DE  VERGENNF.S 

—ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  NOTABLES SPLENDID 

PROJECT  OF  MONSIEUR  DE  CALONNE  TO  EQUA- 
LIZE THE  NATIONAL  BURTHENS OPPOSED 

BY  THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  TOULOUSE  AND  THE 
COUNT  DE  M1RABEAU  — DISSATISFACTION 
OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  NOBILITY,  CLERGY,  AND 
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MAGISTRATES — MONSIEUR  DE  CALONNE  RE- 
SIGNS THE  OFFICE  OF  COMPTROLLER-GENE- 
RAL, AND  RETIRES  TO  ENGLAND. 


The  preliminary  articles  which 
had  been  figned  at  Verfailles,  were  A ,'33’ 
foon  after  fucceeded  by  a definitive  treaty  ; and 
France,  throughout  her  extenfive  dominions,  be- 
held peace  once  moreeftabliihed.  Though  the  late 
war  had  been  attended  by  the  moft  brilliant  fuc 
cefs,  and  the  independence  of  America  ftruck 
deep  at  the  fource  of  her  rival’s  power,  yet  (he 
herfelf  had  not  entirely  been  free  from  inconvcni- 
ence ; the  retreat  of  monlieur  Neckerfrom  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  finances,  had,  aswe  have  already 
obferved,  diminilhed  the  public  confidence;  three 
different  perfons,  who  fince  his  refignation  had 
tranfiently  occupied  the  poll  of  comptroller  ge- 
neral, encreafed  the  jealoufies  of  the  people  ; and 
the  failure  of  the  celebrated  Caiffe  d’Efcompte, 
completed  the  univerfal  confternation. 

That  bank  had  been  eftablilhed  in  the  year 
feventeen  hundred  and  feventy-fix.  The  plan 
was  formed  by  a company  of  private  adventurers, 
and  its  capital  was  fixed  at  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  flerling.  Its  profeffed  defign  wal  to  dif* 

count 
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count  bills  at  fhort  dates,  at  the  rate  of  four  per* 
cent,  per  annum ; but  as  this  intereft  could  never 
be  an  equivalent  for  the  capital  funk  by  the  pro- 
prietors, they  were  entrufted  with  the  additional 
power  of  iffuing  notes  to  the  amount  of  their 
capital,  which,  as  they  were  capable  at  any  time 
of  being  converted  into  fpecie,  might  be  often  vo- 
luntarily taken  by  their  cuftomers  from  mere  con- 
venience. The  reputation  of  the  bank  foon  caufed 
its  flock  to  fell  above  par,  and  its  credit  was  ftill 
at  the  highefl,  when  to  the  aftonilhmentof  the  na- 
tion, the  fecond  day  of  Odtober  it  fuddenly  flop- 
ped payment.  The  caufe  afligned  was  an  un- 
common fcarcity  of  fpecie;  but  the  public 
imagined  that  the  failure  originated  in  a loan 
fecretly  made  to  government ; and  what  confirm- 
ed the  fufpicion  was,  that  government,  about  the 
fame  time,  flopped  payment  of  the  bills  drawn 
upon  them  by  their  army  in  America., 

Whatever  was  the  l'ourcc  of  this  event,  the 
king  was  prevailed  on  to  extend  his  protedtion  to 
the  falling  company ; four  fucceffive  cdidts  were 
publilhed  by  adminiftration  tending  to  relieve  the 
diftrefs  under  which  it  laboured;  by  thefe  the 
banks  in  Paris  were  ordered  to  receive  the  notes 
of  the  Caifle  d’Efcompte  as  currency;  a lottery 
with  a flock  of  one  million  fterling,  redeemable 
in  eight  years,  was  alfo  cflablifhed,  and  the  tick- 
, ets 
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ets  were  made  purchafable  in  notes  of  the  Caiffc 
d’Efcompie;  by  thefe  expedients  the  public  con- 
fidence in  that  bank  was  again  revived,  its  bufinefs 
increafed,  and  its  ftock  rofe  to  a furprifing  amount  1 
above  double  the  original  fubfeription  ; the  bills 
from  America  were  at  the  fame  time  put  in  a 
train  of  payment,  and  public  credit  was  happily 
reffored  throughout  the  kingdom. 

Some  compenfation  for  the  expenccs  that  had 
been  incurred  during  the  late  war,  was  drawn  from 
a treaty  with  the  United  States  of  America. 
Thefe  engaged  to  reimburfe  Fiance  in  the  fum  of 
eighteen  millions  of  livres,  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced in  the  hour  of  their  dillrefs,  and  Lewis 
confented  to  receive  the  money,  as  more  conve- 
nient to  the  States,  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  years, 
by  twelve  equal  and  annual  payments. 

With  the  return  of  peace,  it  might  naturally 
have  been  expedted  that  France  would  have  de- 
livered herfelf  from  the  heavy  demands  occafioned 
by  her  numerous  armies;  yet  inftead  of  difband- 
ing  her  forces,  (he  continued  diligently  to  fill  up 
all  deficiences ; and  her  military  effablilhment  in 
the  midft  of  tranquillity,  rivalled  that  which  was 
collected  for  a ftate  of  profeffed  hoffility ; nor  could 
this  afford  aftonilhment  to  her  neighbours,  fince 
the  peace  of  Europe  was  already  menaced  by  reft- 
Icfs  ambition -and  the  infatiate  luff  of  dominion. 
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The  emperor  of  Germany  had  fongcherilhed  the 
hope  of  wrefting  from  the  Dutch  the  principal  for- 
trefles  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  which  had  been 
depofited  in  their  hands  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
fucceflion  war,  for  the  mutual  fecurity  of  the  court 
of  Vienna,  and  themfelves.  The  advantages  of 
this  arrangement  had  been  repeatedly  experienced 
during  the  fucceeding  depreflion  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria;  but  the  prefent  emperor  felt  his  own 
power  fully  competent  to  the  protection  of  his 
dominions ; and  he  thought  it  derogatory  to  his 
honor,  that  a number  of  his  principal  cities  fhould 
be  garrifoned,  and  at  his  own  expence  too,  by 
foreigners ; he  availed  himfelf  of  the  junCture 
when  Great  Britain,  the  guardian  of  the  barrier, 
was  become  the  enemy  of  Holland,  and  extorted 
from  the  diftrefs  of  the  States  a reluctant  compli- 
ance.  The  Dutch  garrifom  and  artillery  were  fi- 
lently  withdrawn  from  the  barrier  towns  ; and  the 
emperor’s  order  for  difmantling  the  fortrefies 
was  immediately  executed. 

Though  France,  bound  to  the  emperor  by  tie* 
of  alliance,  friendihip,  and  blood,  bad  tacitly  ac- 
quiefeed  in  this  claim,  yet  the  court  of  Verfaille* 
did  not  regard  with  equal  indifference  his  preten- 
fions  to  the  free  navigation:  of  the  Schelde.  That 
court  for  fome  years  had  been  divided  into  two 
parties,  and  the  moft  diftinguifbed  characters  were 
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the  count  d6  Vtrgennes,  and  the  marefchal  de 
Caftries ; the  former,  who  had  long  refided  at  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  and  was  celebrated  for  his  ad- 
drefs  in  negociation,  poffefled  the  confidence  of 
Lewis,  who  himfelf  mild  and  humane,  admired 
thofc  talents  in  his  minifter  which  had  been  dif- 
played  in  the  reftoration  of  peace ; the  latter,  who 
had  fucceeded  monfieur  de  Sartine  in  the  marine 
department,  was  bold  and  enterprifing,  and  had 
continually  flood  forth  the  advocate  of  war;  he 
was  fupported  by  the  queen,  who,  intelligent,  ac- 
tive, and  fond  of  public  bufinefs,  afpired  to  dif- 
pofe  of  every  lucrative  or  honorary  appointment, 
and  afforded  no  indifferent  contraft  to  the  mild 
indolence  of  her  royal  confort. 

Though  Holland  had  in  fome  mea-  a.D.  1784. 
fure  been  deferted  at  the  conclufion  . l78S* 

of  the  peace,  yet  the  prote&ion  the  republic  had 
received  from  FraHce  during  the  war,  was  ftrong- 
ly  enforced  by  tbe  faction  in  the  intereft  of  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  and  which,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Louveftein  party,  confided  of  the  heredi- 
tary enemies  of  the  Orange  family.  Their  af- 
cendancy  was  become  open  and  uncontrouled ; 
they  purfued  with  a degree  of  political  violence, 
the  duke  of  Brunfwkk  Wolfenbuttle,  field  mar- 
refchal  of  the  Dutch  forces,  and  intimately  com 
nefied  with  the  houfe  of  Orange  ; the  duke  con- 
U 2 fidered 


by  Google 


*9* 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


fidered  it  as  molt  prudent  to  bend  before  the 
ftorm ; he  refigned  the  offices  that  he  had  been 
entrufted  with  ; and  the  ariftocratic  party  hav- 
ing thus  ellablifhed  their  triumph  over  their  do- 
mcllic  enemies,  depended  on  the  friendlhip  of 
France  for  protection  again!!  their  foreign  foes. 

The  immediate  confequence  fully  juftified  the 
confidence  they  had  placed  in  their  new  ally. 
The  emperor,  encouraged  by  the  facility  with 
which  he  had  atchieved  the  demolition  of  the 
Dutch  barrier,  now  extended  his  pretenfions  to  a 
free  navigation  beyond  fort  Lillo,  as  far  as  the  land 
of  Seftingen,  feveral  miles  up  the  Schelde  ; and 
infilled  that  the  guardlhip  that  had  been  ufually 
Rationed  by  the  States  at  fort  Lillo,  ftiould  be 
immediately  withdrawn. 

An  acquiefcence  with  this  demand  would  have 
(truck  at  the  root  of  the  wealth  and  power  of  the 
United  States  of  Holland  ; the  city  of  Antwerp, 
formerly  renowned  for  its  commerce,  and  ftill  ce- 
lebrated for  its  opulence,  was  fituated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Schelde ; and  Spain,  the  former  fo- 
vereign  of  Antwerp,  while  lhe  confidered  the 
greatnefs  and  opulence  of  that  city  as  inconfiftent 
with  her  views  of  defpotifm,  had  concurred  with 
the  avarice  of  Holland  in  (hutting  up  the  Schelde ; 
trade  thus  diverted,  had  flowed  into  different  chan- 
nels ; and  Amlierdam,  though  long  before  confi- 
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derable,  had  from  that  period  rifen  on  the  ruins 
of  Antwerp  to  be  the  firft  commercial  city  in 
Europe. 

Her  inhabitants  therefore  could  not  be  indif- 
ferent to  pretenfions  which  fo  materially  affected 
their  interefts.  Memorials  and  remonflrances  had 
in  vain  been  prefented  ; in  vain  did  they  infill: 
that  the  whole  courfe  of  the  two  branches  of  the 
Schelde,  which  paffed  within  the  dominions  of 
Holland,  was  entirely  artificial ; that  it  was  form- 
ed by,  and  owed  its  exiflence  to,  the  hands  of 
Dutchmen  ; that  its  banks  were  the  produce  of 
ages  of  inceflant  labour  ; and  that  they  were  Hill 
maintained  at  a great  and  conftant  expence ; that 
if  it  had  not  been  for  thofe  Handing  monuments 
of  Dutch  enterprife,  thofe  admirable  d\  kes  which 
excite  the  afionifhment  of  mankind,  the  waters 
of  the  Schelde  fiagnating  in  immenfe  marlhcs 
and  (hallow  lakes,  had  never  reached  the  fea  in 
any  diflind  or  futiicient  portion  for  navigation. 
And  to  thefe  claims  of  natural  right  was  to  be 
added  a feries  of  treaties  which  fortified  them  in 
the  moll  exprefs  ano  l'olemn  terms  in  the  exclu- 
five  polfeflion  of  the  Schelde.  To  difarm  their 
formidable  enemy  by  fubmiflion,  they  alfo  re- 
moved the  obnoxious  guardfhip  at  Lillo,  and  re- 
jeded  the  propofal  of  repair  ng  the  works  of 
Maeflricht,  a fortrefs  to  which  the  emperor  had 
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urged  his  claim,  left  its  being  adopted  at  fuch  a 
fealon  fhould  give  umbrage  to  that  prince. 

But  the  arguments  and  pacific  meafures  of  the 
ftates  were  equally  diiregarded  by  the  emperor, 
and  even  the  mediation  of  France  was  liftened  to 
with  cold  indifference;  a brig  was  directed  to  pro- 
ceed down  the  Schelde  from  Antwerp  to  the  fea, 
and  his  imperial  majefty  declared  that  he  would 
cpnfider  the  firft  infult  offered  to  his  flag  on  this 
occafion,  as  an  adt  of  formal  hoftility,  and  a de- 
claration of  war  on  the  part  of  the  republic ; the 
brig  was  however  flopped  by  the  Dutch  naval  of- 
ficer; on  the  Auilrian  commander  reluming  his 
courfe,  fome  (hot,  though  without  any  fatal  con- 
fvquence  to  the  crew,  compelled  him  to  defift  ; 
and  he  was  detained  for  fome  days  by  the  Dutch 
admiral  at  the  mouth  of  the  Schelde. 

From  this  moment  the  feeds  of  difeontent 
feemed  to  ripen;  the  imperial  ambaffador  was  re- 
called from  the  Hague,  and  all  negociation  was 
fufpended ; an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men  was 
under  ordeis  for  marching  ftom  the  Auftrian  he- 
reditary dominions  to  the  Netherlands ; and  im- 
roemfc  trains  of  artillery,  and  all  the  other  appa- 
ratus of  war  were  put  in  motion;  the  republic, 
alarmed  at  thefe  menacing  appearances,  now  re- 
doubled their  felicitations  to  tire  court  of  Ver- 
failks;  the  difmiffal  oi  the  duke  of  BrunfwLck 
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obliged  the  States  to  apply  to  France  for  a gene- 
ral, whofe  abilities  and  experience  might  enable 
him  to  conduft  their  arms  with  effect  in  the  war 
they  expedted  j and  Lewis  granted  to  their  dif- 
trefs  the  count  de  Maillebois,  an  officer  of  un* 
doubted  talents,  who  had  feen  much  fervice  in 
the  late  reign,  but  whofe  jealoufy  of  marefchal 
d’Eftrees,  in  the  laft  German  war,  had  precipi* 
rated  him  into  intrigues,  which  had  drawn  upon 
him  a fevere  cenfure  from  the  tribunal  of  the  ma- 
refchals  of  France. 

But  the  king  confined  not  his  friendfhip  to  the 
republic  within  the  narrow  limits  of  recommend- 
ing a commander ; the  Pruffian  monarch  was 
equally  interefted  with  Lewis  in  refitting  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  emperor  ; prince  Henry  of  Pruffia, 
at  this  critical  jundture,  made  a long  vifit  at  the 
court  of  Verfailles  ; from  that  moment  the  count 
de  Vergennes  expoftulated  with  the  court  of 
Vienna  with  more  freedom  and  in  lefs  equivocal 
terms.  To  give  weight  to  his  negociations,  the 
(landing  forces  of  France  were  filcntly  and  gra- 
dually thrown  into  quarters  on  the  borders  of 
Alface,  Lorrain,  and  the  Low  Countries ; and 
orders  were  given  to  form  a camp  of  eighty  thou- 
fand  men  in  the  plains  of  Lens,  which  had  been 
rendered  memorable  by  one  of  the  great  Conde’s 
molt  fplendid  victories. 
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The  emperor,  though  apprifed  of  the  numer- 
ous enemies  that  he  mult  encounter,  Hill  appear- 
ed inflexible  in  the  profecution  of  his  defign ; and 
the  queen  of  France  could  not  be  infcnlible  to  a 
conteft  which  involved  her  nearcft  and  deareft 
connections,  and  armed  the  hand  of  her  contort 
againft  her  brother.  On  the  morning  when  a 
grand  council  was  to  be  held,  the  relult  of  which 
was  to  be  conclufive  in  refpetft  to  the  part  that 
France  fliould  take,  if  the  emperor  per  filled  in 
his  prctenfions  againft  Holland,  that  princefs 
took  an  opportunity  of  meeting  monficur  de  Ver- 
gennes  before  he  entered  the  cabinet,  and  defir- 
ed  that  he  would  not  on  that  day  forget  that  the 
emperor  was  her  brother ; the  minifter  replied 
that  he  certainly  Ihould  not ; but  that  he  was 
bound  likewife  to  remember  that  the  king  of 
France  was  her  hufband,  and  the  dauphin  her 
fon. 

The  ability  and  firmnefs  of  that  ftatefinan  was 
the  effectual  lecurity  of  the  republic  ; and  while 
the  mind  of  the  emperor  was  fuppofed  to  be  en- 
tirely occupied  by  the  navigation  of  the  Schelde, 
the  world  was  aftonifhed  by  his  opening  a new 
fource  of  jealoufy  and  difeord  in  Get  many.  With 
a levity  which  for  ever  extinguilhed  his  reputa- 
tion as  a politician,  he  now  meditated  to  exchange 
for  the  duchy  of  Bavaria  the  Auftrian  Nether- 
lands ; 
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lands ; thofe  very  Netherlands,  upon  whole  ac- 
count he  feemed  at  the  point  of  encountering 
all  the  hazards  of  a war,  the  confequences  of 
which,  as  had  been  ftrongly  urged  by  the  court 
of  Verfailles,  could  not  even  be  calculaied. 
Though  this  project  was  baffled  by  the  firm  and 
formidable  interpofition  of  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
tire  diverfion  that  it  occafioned  allowed  Holland 
iitfure  to  recover  from  its  firft'furprife ; it  ena- 
bled France  to  complete  her  preparations ; and 
facilitated,  the  negociations  of  the  count  de  Ver- 
gennes. 

Inftead  of  overwhelming  in  bis  career  a dif- 
traefed  and  defenceld's  multitude,  the  emperof 
perceived  he  muff  have  encountered  a people 
ftubborn  by  nature,  and  highly  irritated  by  a 
fenfc  of  the  injuries  and  indignities  that  had  been 
impofed  on  them ; they  were  alfo  fupported  by 
an  ally,  whofe  friendfiiip  it  was  his  intereft  to 
conciliate,  and  whofe  power,  even  Angle,  had 
more  than  once  menaced  to  fubvert  the  houfe  or 
Auftria,  He  now  a (Turned  a more  moderate  lan- 
guage,  and  to  the  deputies  of  the  republic,  who 
profefied  their  refpedt  for  his  imperial  majefiy, 
anfwered,  that  he  (hould  order  his  ambaflador  at 
Paris  to  refume  the  negociations,  under  the  me- 
diation of  his  brother  the  king  of  France;  and  he 
did  not  doubt  but  a fpeedy  gonclufion  would  pre- 
vent 
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vent  the  unhappy  occurrences  which  muft  be  the 
unavoidable  confequence  of  a farther  delay. 

The  addrefs  and  abilities  of  the  counc  de  Ver- 
gennes  contributed  to  remove  every  obftrudtion, 
and  under  his  aufpices  the  preliminary  articles  of 
peace  were  ligned  at  Paris  about  the  middle  of 
September ; and  two  months  afterwards  the  de- 
finitive treaty  was  fubferibed  at  Fontainbleau, 
under  the  guanAtee  of  his  molt  chriftian  mt- 
jefty. 

The  treaty  of  Munfter  was  laid  down  as  the  bafis 
of  the  prefent,  and  its  ftipulations  to  be  in  all  cafes 
binding,  where  they  were  not  exprefsly  excepted 
by  the  new  claufes.  The  principal  articles  were, 
that  the  States  acknowledged  the  emperor’s  inde- 
pendent fovereignty  over  every  part  of  theSchelde, 
from  Antwerp  to  the  limits  of  the  county  of  Sef- 
tingen;  they  bound  theml’elves  not  to  interrupt 
in  any  manner  the  commerce  or  navigation  of 
his  fubje&s  thereon ; but  that  the  reft  of  the  river 
beyond  thofe  limits  to  the  fea,  with  the  canals  of 
the  Sas,  the  Swin,  and  other  neighbouring  mouths 
of  the  fea,  were  to  continue  under  the  fovereignty 
of  the  States- general ; they  agreed  to  evacuate 
and  demoiifti  the  forts  of  Kruifchen9,  and  Frede- 
ric Henry,  and  cede  the  territories  to  his  impe- 
rial majefty ; they  alfo  fubmitted  to  his  difere- 
tion  the  forts  of  Lillp  and  of  Licf.kenfhoek,  with 
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the  fortifications  in  their  prefcnt  condition,  only 
referving  to  thtmfelves  the  right  of  withdrawing 
the  artillery  and  ammunition.  They  alfo  ftipu- 
lated  to  pay  his  imperial  majefty  the  fum  of  nine 
millions  and  an  half  of  florins  in  the  current  money 
of  Holland,  in  lieu  of  all  his  rights  and  pretenfions 
on  Maeftricht  and  its  adjacent  territories ; and 
half  a million  more  as  an  indemnification  to  his 
fubje&s  for  the  damages  they  had  fuftained  from 
the  inundations  when  the  dyke  near  Lillo  had 
been  broken  down  by  the  Dutch. 

While  the  count  de  Vcrgmnes  acquired  the 
glory  of  having  conducted  this  delicate  negocia- 
tion,  he  was  not  inattentive  to  the  immediate  in- 
terefts  of  his  own  court.  In  two  days  after  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  the  emperor  and  Holland 
had  been  ligned,  a new  treaty  of  alliance  between 
France  and  that  republic  was  likewife  concluded 
and  finally  ratified ; the  ftipulations  were  fuch  as 
might  have  been  expe&ed  from  the  gratitude  of 
the  States,  and  the  addrefs  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
faiWes.  It  included  all  the  principles  which  can 
ferve  to  bind  or  cement,  in  the  clofeft  and  molt 
indiflbluble  union,  dilliniff  nations  under  diftindk 
governments;  and  by  which  they  may  mutually 
participate,  in  peace  or  in  war,  of  good  or  of  evil ; 
and  in  all  cafes  adminifter  the  mod  perfect  aid, 
counfel,  and  fuccour  to  each  other. 
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It  alfo  prefcribed,  if  their  united  good  offices 
for  the  prefervation  of  peace  ffiould  prove  inef- 
fectual, the  affiftance  they  were  to  impart  to  each 
other  by  fea  and  hnd;  France  was  to  furniffi 
Holland  with  ten  thoufand  ifledtive  infantry,  two 
thoufand  cavalry,  with  twelve  [hips  of  the  line 
and  fix  frigates;  and  their  high  mighrineffes,  in 
cafe  Of  a marine  war,  or  that  France  ffiould  be  at- 
tacked by  fea,  were  to  contribute  to  her  defence 
fix  ffiips  of  the  line  and  three  frigates;  and  in 
cafe  of  an  attack  on  the  territory  of  France,  the 
States  general  were  to  have  the  option  of  furniffi- 
ing  their  land  contingent  either  in  money  or 
troops,  at  the  eflimate  of  five  thoufand  infantry, 
and  one  thoufand  cavalry  ; and  if  the  (lipnlated 
fuccours  ffiould  be  infufficient  for  the  defence  of 
the  party  attacked,  or  for  procuring  a proper 
peace,  they  engaged  to  aflift  each  other  with  all 
their  forces,  if  neceflary ; it  being  however  agreed 
that  the  contingent  of  troops  to  be  furniihed  by 
the  States-gcneral  ffiould  not  exceed  twenty  thou* 
find  infantry  and  four  thoufand  cavalry. 

I:  was  alfo  added,  that  neither  of  the  contract- 
ing powers  fliould  difarm,  or  make,  or  receive 
propofals  of  peace  or  truce,  without  the  confent 
of  the  other;  they  promifed  alfo  not  to  coniradt 
any  future  alliance  or  engagement  whatever,  di- 
icCtly  or  indirectly,  contrary  to  the  prefent  treaty; 
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and  on  any  treaties  or  negociations  being  pro- 
pofed,  which  might  prove  detrimental  to  their 
joint  intereft,  they  pledged  their  faith  to  give  no- 
tice to  each  other  of  fuch  propofals  as  foon  ai 
made. 

Thus  was  Holland,  after  beholding  for  above 
a century  her  fertile  fields  ravaged  and  her  cine* 
aflaulted  by  the  ambition  of  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon, now  become  the  firm  ally  of  that  power 
againft  whole  encroaching  fpirit  fhe  had  for- 
merly armed  the  mod  powerful  kingdoms  of  Eu- 
rope; while  Fiance  having  aliened  the  indepen- 
dence of  America  againft  Great  Britain,  having 
refeued  the  States  general  from  the  reftlefs  rapa- 
city of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  having  con- 
verted an  ancient  and  formidable  foe  into  an  ufe- 
ful  friend,  feemed  to  have  attained  an  influence 
over  the  nations  of  the  earth  that  fhe  had  never 
been  poflefled  of  from  the  firft  foundations  of  her 
monarchy. 

But  however  exalted  her  prefent  fituation 
might  appear,  the  feeds  cf  future  commotion 
were  already  apparent  to  the  eye  of  an  accurate 
obferver;  the  applaufe  that  had  attended  the  par- 
liament of  Paris  in  their  iiruggles  with  Lewis  the 
Fifteenth,  might  be  confidered  as  the  firft  dawn 
of  freedom  ; the  language  of  that  aflembly  had 
boldly  inculcated  to  tbtir  countrymen  their  na- 
tural 
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tural  rights,  and  taught  them  to  look  with  a more 
fteady  eye  on  the  luflre  that  hitherto  had  encom- 
pafl'ed  the  throne.  The  war  with  America  had 
contributed  to  enlarge  the  political  ideas  of  the 
French ; they  had  on  that  occafion  flood  forth  as 
the  champions  of  liberty,  in  oppofition  to  regal 
power ; and  the  officers  who  had  adted  on  that 
confpicuous  ftage,  accuflomed  to  think  and  fpeak 
without  reflraint,  on  their  return  imparted  the 
glorious  flame  to  the  provinces  of  France,  which 
had  been  kindled  in  the  wilds  of  America;  from 
that  moment  the  French,  inftead  of  filently  ac- 
quiefeing  under  the  edicts  of  their  fovereign, 
canvaffed  each  adtion  with  bold  and  rigid  im- 
partiality ; while  the  attachment  of  the  army, 
which  lias  ever  been  confidered  as  the  foie  found- 
ation of  defpotifm,  gave  way  to  an  enthufiaflic 
admiration  of  freedom. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  public  diflatis- 
fadtion  that  had  attended  the  difmiflal  of  mon- 
ficur  Necker ; his  tranfient  fucceffor,  monfteur  de 
Fleury,  had  retired  from  the  management  of  the 
finances  in  eighty-three,  and  the  more  tranfient 
adminiflration  of  monfieur  d’Ormcflon  had  ex- 
pired in  the  fame  year  that  gave  birth  to  it.  On 
his  retreat  monfieur  de  Calonne,  who  had  fuccef- 
fively  filled  wirh  acknowledged  reputation  the 
office  of  intendant  of  Metz,  and  afterwards  of  the 

provinces 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


province  of  Flanders  and  Artois,  was  nominated 
to  the  poft  of  comptroller  general ; flexible  and 
infiauating,  eloquent  in  converfation  and  poliflied 
in  his  manners,  fertile  in  tefources  and  liberal 
in  the  difpofal  of  the  public  money,  he  fooa 
rendered  himfelf  acceptable  to  the  court,  and  ac- 
quired the  favour  of  his  fovereign.  But  he  did 
not  enter  upon  his  new  and  arduous  ftation  fa- 
voured by  the  breath  of  popularity ; he  was  re- 
ported to  be  more  able  than  confiftent,  and  not 
to  have  tempered  the  ardour  of  his  fpirit  by  the. 
feverity  of  deep  refearch;  and  the  people,  amidft 
repeated  loans,  regretted  that  fevere  fimplicity 
which  had  characterized  the  adminiflration  of 
monfieur  Necker. 

Y et  the  firft  operations  of  monfieur  ^ 

Calonne  had  extorted  the  general  ap-  ’ * 
probation  ; and  it  was  his  bold  and  judicious 
meafures  that  had  reftored  credit  to  the  Caifle 
d’Efeompte,  the  only  incorporated  banking  com- 
pany in  France,  and  which  had  flopped  payment 
a few  weeks  before  his  acceffion.  In  die  eftablifh- 
ments  of  the  Caifle  d’Amortiflement,  or  finking 
fund,  he  ftill  merited  a higher  degree  of  applaufe. 
The  plan  of  that  fund  was  Ample  and  moderate  ; 
it  was  to  pay  annually  by  government,  into  the 
bands  of  a board  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe,  the 
entire  inteeeft  of  the  national  debts,  whether  in 
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Rock  or  annuities,  together  with  an  additional 
fum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds. 
The  annuities  that  would  be  extinguilhed  every 
year  were  eflimated  at  fifty  thoufand  pounds; 
and  in  that  proportion,  the  fum  lei  apart  for  the 
redemption  of  the  national  debt,  would  annually 
cncreafe.  The  operation  of  this  new  fund  was 
limited  to  the  term  of  twenty-five  years ; and 
during  that  term  the  annual  receipt  of  the  Cailfc 
d’Amortiflement  is  declared  unalrerable,  and  in- 
capable of  being  diverted  to  any  other  objeit. 

From  the  difeufiion  of  thefe  new  regulations  of 
finance,  the  public  attention  was  directed  to  the 
conduit  of  thofe  officers  who,  during  the  courfe 
of  the  war,  had  been  entruiled  with  the  naval 
forces  of  France.  A council  of  war,  which  had 
been  commiflioned  to  try  the  count  de  Grafle, 
and  other  captains  of  the  fleet  defeated  by  admi- 
ral Rodney,  honorably  acquitted  the  commander 
‘ with  the  majority  of  the  officers,  and  flightly  cen- 
fured  a few,  among  whom  was  monfieur  Bougain- 
ville, who  had  acquired  a diftinguifhed  reputation 
in  exploring  new  coafts,  and  navigating  the  moll 
diflanr  recedes  of  the  ocean. 

If  the  perfonal  gallantry  of  the  count  de  Grafle, 
though  unfortunate,  could  fecure  him  an  honor- 
able acquittal,  the  fuccefsful  courage  and  conduit 
of  monfieur  de  Suflrein  could  not  fail  of  com- 
manding 
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hihnding  the  moft  flattering  reception.  All  ranks 
and  orders  of  men  vied  with  each  other  in  marks 
of  gratitude  and  attachment  to  the  man  who  had 
fo  nobly  fuftained  the  glory  of  the  French  flag, 
and  who  had  (hewed  his  countrymen  the  way  to 
conqueft  on  an  element  which  had  fo  repeatedly 
witneffed  their  defeat  and  difgrace.  The  com- 
pliment which  was  paid  him  by  the  queen,  whe- 
ther confidered  as  a mark  of  the  fenfibily  of  her 
character*  or  the  elegance  of  her  tafte,  cannot  be 
unacceptable  to  the  reader.  Introducing  him  to 
the  dauphin,  a boy  of  three  years  old,  (he  added, 
“ this  is  monfieur  de  Suffrein,  to  wfliom  we  owe 
“ the  greateft  obligations ; obferve  him  well,  and 
“ remember  his  name  ; it  is  one  of  the  firft  o£ 
**  thbfe  that  you  muft  learn  to  repeat,  in  order 
“ that  you  may  never  forget  it.” 

During  the  lad  year,  if  the  conduit 
of  monfieur  Calonne  had  not  attach-  ' * 1/8*‘ 
ed  popularity  to  his  adminiftration,  it  yet  might 
defy  cenfure ; but  the  principal  meafure  of  the 
year  eighty-five  was  not  equally  guarded  from  re- 
proach. From  the  year  feventeen  hundred  and 
feventy-three  France  had  been  without  an  Eaft 
India  company ; and  though  the  idea  of  a free 
trade  to  that  part  of  the  world  had  hitherto  been 
untried  in  Europe,  (he  did  not  appear  to  fuffer  in 
the  experiment;  on  the  contrary,  her  annual  im- 
vol.  iii«  X portation 
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portation  from  India  during  this  time  was  con- 
fiderably  greater  than  during  any  former  period. 
Yet  not  content  with  the  filent  profit  that  thus 
accrued  to  the  public,  the  court  was  induced  to 
liften  to  propofals  for  eftablifhing  a new  Eaft- 
India  Company ; their  privilege  was  for  feven 
years,  with  the  fpecial  provifo,  that  years  of  war 
which  fhould  occur  in  the  interim,  (hould  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  computation. 

In  the  preamble  of  the  adt  by  which  the 
fcheme  was  adopted,  it  was  afferted,  “ that  the 
“ commodities  of  Europe  not  having  of  late  been 
“ regulated  by  any  common  ftandard,  or  pro- 
“ portioned  to  the  demands  of  India,  had  on  the 
“ one  hand  fold  at  a low  price,  while  on  the 
“ other,  the  competition  of  the  fubjedts  of  France 
44  had  raifed  the  price  of  the  objedts  of  importa- 
“ tion ; that  upon  their  return  home,  a want  of 
“ fyftem  and  affortment  had  been  univerfally 
“ complained  of,  the  market  being  glutted  with 
“ one  fpecies  of  goods,  and  totally  deftitute  of 
“ another;  that  thefe  defedts  mull  neceffarily 
44  continue  as  long  as  the  trade  remained  in  pri- 
**  vate  hands;  and  that  on  thefe  accounts,  as  well 
“ as  of  the  capital  required,  the  eftablifhment  of 
“ a new  company  was  abfolutely  neceffary.’> 
Thefe  reafonings  appeared  by  no  means  fatis- 
fadtory  to  the  perfons  principally  interefted;  it 
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was  remarked,  that  the  arguments  of  the  pream- 
ble did  not  apply  more  to  the  trade  of  India  than 
to  any  other  trade  ; and  that  if  they  were  admit- 
ted in  their  entire  force,  they  were  calculated  to 
give  a finifhing  blow  to  the  freedom  of  com- 
merce. A provifion  in  the  adt  directing  that  the 
prices  of  Eaft  India  goods  in  the  iflands  of  Mau- 
ritius and  Bourbon  lhould  be  regulated  by  a tariff 
to  be  fixed  by  the  court  of  Verfailles,  excited  ftill 
louder  exclamations ; in  this  inftance  it  was  faid, 
that  the  firft  principles  of  commerce  were  tram- 
pled upon  in  a manner  the  moll  wanton  and  ab- 
furd;  inftead  of  fuffering  it  to  find  its  own  level, 
by  the  mutual  collifion  of  the  wants  of  one  party, 
and  the  labour  of  another,  it  was  arbitrarily  to  be 
falhioned  by  a power,  whole  extreme  diftance 
mull  naturally  render  its  decifions  ill-timed  and 
inapplicable.  The  very  mode  in  which  the  mo. 
nopoly  was  introduced  was  a fubjedt  of  complaint ; 
it  was  determined  by  a refolution  of  the  king  in 
council ; a proceeding  totally  inadequate  to  the 
importance  of  the  fubjedt,  and  which  was  to  be 
regarded  as  clandeftine  and  furreptitious.  In  all 
former  inftances  fuch  meafures  had  afi'umed  the 
form  of  edidts,  and  were  regiftered  in  the  parlia- 
ments ; it  was  the  prerogative  of  thefe  courts  to 
verify  them  ; that  is,  to  enquire  into  the  fadts  that 
had  led  to  the  adoption.  The  injured  parties  had 
X 2 an 
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an  opportunity  of  being  heard  before  the  privilege 
aflumed  the  form  of  a law ; not  privately  by  the 
minifters  of  the  fovereign,  but  publicly  by  the 
mo  ft  confiderable  bodies  in  the  kingdom,  and  in 
the  face  of  the  nation. 

Such  were  the  free  and  animated  ftri&ures  with 
which  the  eftablilhment  of  a new  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany was  attended;  nor  could  it  efcape  obferv- 
ation,  that  the  writers  of  the  day  had  not  only 
aflumed  a bolder  and  more  independent  ftyle,  but 
that  they  were  defirous  of  reviving  the  pretcn- 
fions  of  parliament,  and  of  raifing  the  tribunal  of 
that  aflembly  above  the  will  of  the  crown. 

To  monfieur  de  Calonne  thefe  difcuflions  were 
far  from  favourable ; and  the  time  was  now  ra- 
pidly approaching,  when  the  neceffities  of  the 
ftate  would  compel  him  to  meafures  ftill  more 
unpopular,  and  deftined  to  undergo  a feverer 
fcrutiny;  though  peace  had  been  re-eftablilhcd 
throughout  Europe  for  three  years,  yet  the  finan- 
ces of  France  feemed  fcarce  affedted  by  this  in- 
terval of  tranquillity,  and  it  was  found  requifue 
to  clofe  every  year  with  a loan ; the  public  ex- 
penditure of  the  year  eighty-five  might  probably 
feem  to  fandtion  this  mcafure.  It  had  been  thought 
proper  to  fortify  Cherbourg  upon  a large  and 
magnificent  fcale;  the  claim  of  the  emperor  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Schelde,  had  obliged  the 
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French  to  increafe  their  land  forces,  either  to 
form  a refpeCtable  neutrality,  or  to  aflift  effectu- 
ally their  Dutch  allies ; and  the  marquis  de 
Caftries,  fond  of  war,  and  profufe  in  his  defigns, 
had  not  fuffered  the  navy,  which  monfieur  Sartine 
had-  furrendered  into  his  hands,  to  moulder  away 
during  the  interval  of  peace. 

The  treaty  of  commerce  conclud- 
ed this  year  with  Great  Britain  was  a " " ' 

new  fource  of  difcontent ; though  regarded  by 
the  Englilh  manufafterers  as  far  from  advantage- 
ous, it  excited  in  France  ftill  louder  murmurs, 
and  was  criticifed  with  an  uncommon  degree  of 
afperity.  It  was  confidered  as  likely  to  extinguilh 
thofe  infant  eftablilhments  which  were  yet  unable 
to  vie  with  the  manufactures  of  England,  that  had 
attained  to  maturity  ; and  the  market  that  it  held 
out  for  the  wines  and  oils  of  France  was  paffed 
over  in  filence,  while  the  diftrefs  of  the  artifan 
was  painted  in  the  molt  ftriking  and  lively 
colours. 

But  when  the  ediCt  for  rcgiftcring  the  loan  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  laft  year,  and  which 
amounted  to  the  fum  of  three  millions  three 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  parliament  of  Paris,  the  murmurs 
of  the  people,  feconded  by  that  affembly,  af- 
fumed  a more  legal  and  formidable  form.  The 
X 3 king 
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, king  however  fignified  to  the  feledt  deputation  that 
was  commiiTioncd  to  convey  to  him  their  remon- 
ftrances,  that  he  expected  to  be  obeyed  without 
farther  delay  ; accordingly  the  ceremony  of  the 
regiftering  took  place  on  the  next  day ; but  was  ac- 
companied with  a refolution,  importing  that  pub- 
lic ccconomy  was  the  only  genuine  fource  of  abun- 
dant revenue,  the  only  means  of  providing  for  the 
neceilities  of  the  flate,  and  reftoring  that  credit, 
which  borrowing  had  reduced  to  the  brink  of  ruin. 

This  proceeding  was  no  fooner  known  than  the 
king  required  the  attendance  of  the  grand  depu- 
tation of  Parliament ; he  erafed  from  their  re- 
cords the  refolution  that  had  been  adopted ; and 
obferved,  though  it  was  his  pleafure  that  the  par- 
liament fhould  communicate  by  its  refpectful  re- 
prefentations  whatever  might  intereft  the  good  of 
the  public,  yet  he  never  would  confent  that  they 
fhould  fo  far  abufe  his  confidence  and  clemency 
as  to  ereil  themfelves  into  the  ctnl'ors  of  his  ad- 
minifiration ; he  exptfted  in  future^  that  they 
fhould  confine  their  exprefiions  within  the  limits 
of  wifdom  and  loyalty  ; he  declared  himfelf  fatis- 
fied  with  the  conduit  of  the  comptroller-general, 
and  determined  on  no  account  to  fttffer  ground- 
lefs  apprehenfions  to  interfere  with  the  plans  calcu- 
lated for  the  good  of  the  ftate  and  the  eafe  of  the 
nation  ; and  more  Itrongly  to  mark  his  difpleafure 
at  their  exportations,  he  directed  the  difmillion 
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from  further  fervice,  of  one  of  their  officers, 
who  had  appeared  moft  a&ive  in  forwarding 
the  late  refolution. 

Though  the  approbation  and  fupport  of  his  fo- 
vereign  was  doubtlefs  highly  gratifying  to  mon- 
fieur  de  Calonne,  yet  he  could  not  fail  of  feeling 
himfeif  deeply  mortified  by  the  oppofition  of  the 
parliament;  his  addrefs  to  conciliate  that  affem- 
bly  had  proved  ineffectual,  and  he  experienced 
their  inflexible  averfion  at  the  critical  juncture 
when  their  acquiescence  might  have  proved  of 
the  moft  effential  fervice.  An  anxious  enquiry  into 
the  ftate  of  the  public  finances,  had  convinced  him 
that  the  expenditure  by  far  exceeded  the  revenue; 
in  the  prefent  fituation,  to  impofe  new  taxes 
was  impoffible,  to  continue  the  method  of  bor- 
rowing was  ruinous,  and  to  have  recourfe  only  to 
ceconomical  reforms,  would  be  found  wholly  in- 
adequate ; and  he  hefitated  not  to  declare  that  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  place  the  finances  on  a So- 
lid bafis,  but  by  the  reformation  of  whatever  was 
vifeious  in  the  conftitution  of  the  ftate. 

To  give  weight  to  this  reform, .the  minifter'was 
fenfible  that  Something  more  was  neceffary  than 
the  royal  authority;  he  perceived  that  the  par- 
liament was  neither  a fit  inftrument  for  introduc- 
ing a new  order  into  public  affairs,  nor  would 
Submit  to  be  a paffive  machine  for  Sanctioning  the 
X 4 plans. 
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plans  of  a minifter,  even  if  thofe  plans  were  the 
emanations  of  perfedfc  wifdom.  Though  origin* 
ally  a body  of  lawyers,  indebted  for  their  appoint* 
ments  to  the  king,  there  was  not  an  attribute  of 
genuine  legiflati vc  affembly  that  they  did  not 
feem  defirous  to  engrofs  to  themfelves  ; and  they 
had  been  fupported  in  their  pretenlions  by  the 
plaudits  of  the  people,  who  were  fenfible  that 
there  was  no  other  body  in  the  nation  that  could 
plead  their  caufe  againft  royal  opprefiion  ; to  fup- 
prefs  therefore  the  only  power  of  control  that  re- 
mained, and  to  render  the  government  more  ar- 
bitrary, was  deemed  by  the  comptroller-general  a 
meafure  of  too  much  hardiho6d ; yet  to  leave  the 
parliament  in  the  full  poffeflion  of  their  influence, 
an  influence  that  he  was  convinced  would  be 
exerted  againft  him,  was  at  once  to  render  his 
whole  fyftem  abortive. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  only  alternative 
that  feemed  to  remain  was  to  have  recourfe  to 
fome  other  affembly,  more  dignified  and  folemn 
in  its  character,  and  that  (hould  confift  in  a greater 
degree  of  members  from  the  various  orders  of  the 
ftatc,  and  the  different  provinces  of  the  kingdom. 
This  promifed  to  be  a popular  meafure ; it  im- 
plied a deference  to  the  people  at  large,  and  might 
be  expected  to  prove  greatly  acceptable ; but 
{he  true  and  legitimate  affembly  of  the  nation, 
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the  dates  general,  had  not  met  fince  the  year  fix-, 
tccn  hundred  and  fourteen ; nor  could  the  minifter 
flatter  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  the 
royal  aflent  to  a meeting  which  a defpotic  fove- 
reign  could  not  but  regard  with  fecret  iealoufy. 
Another  aflembly  had  occafionally  been  fubfli- 
tuted  in  the  room  of  the  dates  general ; this  was 
diflinguilhed  by  the  title  of  the  Notables , and  corn 
fided  of  a number  of  perfons  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  chiefly  felefted  from  the  higher  order? 
of  the  date,  and  nominated  by  the  king  himfelf. 
This  aflembly  had  been  convened  by  Henry  the 
Fourth,  and  again  by  Lewis  the  Thirteenth  ; and 
was  now  once  more  fumrnoned  by  the  authority 
of  the  prefent  monarch. 

The  writs  for  calling  together  the  aflembly  of 
the  notables  were  dated  on  the  twenty-ninth  of 
December  eighty-fix ; they  were  addrefled  to 
feven  princes  of  the  blood,  nine  dukes  and  peers 
of  France,  eight  field  marefchals,  twenty-two  no- 
bles, eight  counfellors  of  date,  four  mafiers  of 
requeds,  eleven  archbilhops  and  bilhops,  thirty- 
feven  of  the  heads  of  the  law,  twelve  deputies  of 
the  pays  d’etats,  the  lieutenant  civil,  and  twenty- 
five  magidrates  of  the  different  towns  of  the  king- 
dom. The  number  of  members  was  one  hundred 
?tnd  forty-four;  and  the  twenty-ninth  of  January 
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eighty-feven  was  the  period  appointed  for  their 
opening. 

AD  1787  W3S  at  ^ie  moment  when  the 

members  of  the  notables  bad  arrived 
at  Paris,  and  that  the  attention  of  all  daffies  in  the 
kingdom  was  fixed  upon  their  meeting  as  an  im- 
portant iera  in  the  national  hiftory,  that  the  mi- 
nifter  found  himfelf  yet  unprepared  to  fubmit 
his  fyftem  to  their  infpedion,  and  poftponed  the 
opening  of  the  council  to  thefeventh  of  February. 
This  delay  was  injudicious  in  the  highelt  degree; 
politics  had  occupied  the  minds  of  men,  parti- 
cularly in  the  metropolis,  to  the  exclufion  of  every 
other  fubjed  ; fome  of  the  plans  of  the  comp- 
troller general  had  not  been  entirely  concealed ; 
and  it  was  natural  that  they  Ihould  engage  the 
premature  reflections  of  the  notables,  forced  from 
their  ufual  employments,  and  left  without  any 
other  occupation  for  their  leifure;  yet  it  was  the 
defign  of  the  miniftcr  rather  to  dazzle  their  ima- 
gination, than  to  derive  information  from  their 
debates ; and  he  well  knew  if  once  they  proceed- 
ed to  doubt,  they  would  affiumc  the  guile  of  a le- 
giflature,  inflead  of  a council  of  ftate,  a circum- 
flance  the  fartheft  from  his  intentions. 

A fecond  delay  to  the  fourteenth  of  the  fame 
month  was  occafioned  by  the  indifpofuion  of 
monfieur  de  Calonne  himfelf,  and  that  of  the 
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count  de  Vergennes,  prefident  of  the  council  of 
finance,  and  firft  fecretary  of  (late ; and  a third 
procraftination  was  the  neceffary  refult  of  the 
death  of  the  count  on  the  day  previous  to  that 
fixed  for  the  opening  of  the  meeting.  He  was 
fucceeded  in  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  by 
the  count  de  Montmorin,  a nobleman  of  unble- 
miftied  charadcr.  But  his  lofs  at  this  critical 
jun&ure  was  feverely  felt  by  the  comptroller  ge- 
neral; he  alone  of  all  the  minifters  had  entered 
,with  warmth  and  finceritv  into  the  plans  of  mon- 
fieur  de  Calonne.  Monfieur  de  Miromefnil, 
keeper  of  the  feals,  was  avowedly  the  rival  and 
enemy  of  thac  llatefman.  The  marefchal  de 
Caftries,  fecretary  for  the  marine  department, 
was  perfonally  attached  to  Mr.  Ntcker,  and  pre- 
ferred the  in terefis  of  friendfhip  to  confiderations 
which  might  otherwife  have  engaged  his  fup- 
port ; and  the  baron  de  Breteuil,  fecretary  for  the 
houfehold,  was  the  creature  of  the  queen,  and 
deeply  engaged  in  what  was  called  the  Auftrian 
fyftcm. 

It  was  under  thefe  difficulties  that  monfieur  de 
Calonne,  on  the  twenty -fecond  of  February,  firft 
met  the  affembly  of  the  notables,  and  opened  his 
long  expected  plan.  He  began  by  ftattng  that 
the  public  expenditure  had  for  centuries  pall  ex- 
ceeded the  revenue,  and  that  a very  conliderable 
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deficiency  had  of  courfe  exifted  ; that  the  Miffi- 
fippi  fcheme  of  feventeen  hundred  and  twenty, 
had  by  no  means,  as  might  have  been  expelled, 
reftored  the  balance  ; that  under  the  ceconomical 
adminiftration  of  cardinal  Fleuri  the  deficit  ftill 
exifted ; that  the  progrefs  of  this  derangement 
under  the  laft  reign  had  been  extreme ; at  the 
appointment  of  the  abbe  Terray  it  had  amounted 
to  three  millions  fterling ; that  minifter  had  re- 
duced it  to  one  million  fix  hundred  and  feventy- 
five  thoufand  pounds;  it  became  fomewhat  lefs 
under  the  fhort  adminiftrations  that  followed ; it 
role  again  in  confequenee  of  the  war,  under  the 
adminiftration  of  monfieur  Necker ; and  at  his 
own  acceffion  to  office,  it  was  three  millions  three 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds. 

To  remedy  this  evil  the  comptroller  general  re- 
commended a territorial  import,  in  the  nature  of 
the  Englilh  land  tax,  from  which  no  rank  or  or- 
der of  men  were  to  be  exempted  ; an  enquiry  into 
the  poffeffions  of  the  clergy,  which  hitherto  had 
been  deemed  facred,  from  their  proportion  of  the 
public  burthens;  the  various  branches  of  internal 
taxation  were  alfo  to  undergo  a ftridt  examina- 
tion; and  a confiderable  refource  was  prefented 
in  mortgaging  the  demefne  lands  of  the  crown. 

The  very  neceffity  for  thefe  reforms  was  com- 
bated with  a degree  of  boldncfs  and  depth  of 
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feafoning  that  could  not  fail  of  ftrongly  impress- 
ing the  afTembly  ; and  from  the  hope  of  ready  ac- 
quiefcence,  the  miniftcr  was  now  launched  into 
the  boundlefs  ocean  of  political  controverfy.  Be- 
fore monfieur  Necker  retired  from  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finances,  he  had  publifhed  his  Compte 
rendu  au  Roi,  in  which  France  was  reprefented  as 
poffeffing  a clear  furplus  of  four  hundred  and 
twentv-five  thoufand  pounds  Sterling  ; this  per- 
formance had  been  read  with  avidity,  and  had 
been  regarded  as  an  aera  in  the  hiftory  of  France; 
it  probably  contributed  to  eflrange  from  the  au- 
thor the  royal  countenance;  but  the  credit  of  it 
was  ably  vindicated  by  monfieur  de  Bricnne,  arch- 
bifiiop  of  Thouloufe,  a prelate  eloquent  and  am- 
bitious, and  the  pafiionate  advocate  and  admirer 
of  monfieur  Necker,  * 

A (till  more  formidable  adverfary  prefented 
himfelf  to  the  comptroller  general  in  the  count 
de  Mirabeau,  This  extraordinary  man,  refllefs  in 
his  difpofition,  licentious  in  his  morals,  but  bold, 
penetrating,  and  enterprifing,  had  occafionally 
vifited  every  court  in  Europe.  He  had  been  ad- 
mitted at  one  time  to  the  confidence  of  the  minis- 
ter, and  had  been  directed,  though  in  no  oflenfible 
charadter,  toobferveat  Berlin  the  difpofition  of  the 
fucccffor  of  the  great  Frederic  ; in  this  capacity 
he  was  frequently  expofed  to  negledt  and  disap- 
pointment ; 
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pointment;  his  letters  were-often  left  unanfwcred  j 
difguft  quickly  fucceeded  to  admiration ; and  he 
who  had  entered  the  Pruffian  court  the  intimate 
friend,  returned  to  Paris  the  avowed  enemy,  of 
monfieur  de  Calonne ; while  the  archbifhop  of 
Thouloufe  arraigned  the  underftanding,  the  count 
de  Mirabeau  impeached  the  integrity  of  the 
comptroller  general ; he  heiitated  not  to  rank 
him  among  thofe  who  preferred  their  fortune  to 
their  honour ; and  who  had  augmented  their 
wealth  by  the  mod  dilhonourable  fpeculations  in 
the  funds;  he  added,  that  all  his  operations  bore 
the  ftamp  of  defpotifm  and  perfonal  intereft  ; and 
he  called  upon  the  notables  to  addrefs  their  fove- 
reign  in  the  honed  language  of  truth ; “ let  them 
“ tell  him,  faid  he,  that  a man,  who  was  eftranged 
“ to  every  principle  of  good  faith,  of  fidelity  in 
“ engagements,  of  refpeid  to  property,  was  unfit 
“ to  remain  at  the  helm  of  commerce,  of  con- 
“ trafts,  and  of  law.  Let  them  tell  him,  that  pli- 
“ ancy  of  fpirit,  facility  of  ftudy,  corre&ncfs  of 
“ ftyle,  the  elegance  of  his  preambles,  the  charms 
“ of  his  elocution,  were  but  fo  many  new  crimes 
in  a minider,  who  developed  with  {kill  the  prin- 
“ ciples  of  an  honed  policy,  and  eluded  and  in- 
“ fulted  them  in  his  pra&ice.” 

The  eloquence  of  monfieur  de  Calonne  might 
have  fuccefsfully  vindicated  his  fydem  and  repu- 
tation 
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tation  againft  the  calculations  of  Brienne,  and  the 
invedtives  of  Mirabeau  ; but  the  genius  of  the 
comptroller  general  funk  under  the  influence  of 
the  three  great  bodies  of  the  nation  ; the  grand 
and  effential  objedt  of  reform,  was  to  equalize  the 
public  burthens,  and  by  rendering  the  taxes  ge- 
neral, to  diminifh  the  load  of  the  lower  and  molt 
ufeful  clafles  of  the  people.  The  ancient  nobility 
and  the  clergy  had  ever  been  free  from  all  public 
afleflments ; and  had  the  evil  gone  no  further,  it 
might  have  been  ftill  perhaps  borne  with  patience; 
but  through  the  fhameful  cuftom  of  felling  pa- 
tents of  nobility,  fuch  crowds  of  new  noblefle 
ftarted  up,  that  every  province  in  the  kingdom 
was  filled  with  them ; the  firft  objedt  with  thofc 
who  had  acquired  fortunes  rapidly,  was  to  pur- 
chafe  a patent,  which,  befides  gratifying  their  va- 
nity, afforded  an  exemption  to  them  and  their 
pofterity  from  contributing  proportionably  to  the 
exigences  of  the  ftate ; the  magiftracies  likewife 
throughout  the  kingdom  enjoyed  their  fhare  of 
thefc  exemptions;  fo  that  the  whole  weight  of 
the  taxes  fell  on  thofc  who  were  leaft  able  to  bear 
them. 

The  defign  of  equalizing  the  public  burthens, 
though  undoubtedly  great,  thus  united  againlt 
the  minifter,  the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  ma- 
giftracy,  and  the  event  was  fuch  as  might  have 
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been  expe&ed  ; the  intrigues  of  thofe  three  bodies 
raifed  againft  him  fo  loud  a clamour,  that  finding 
it  impofliblc  to  ftem  the  torrent,  monfieur  de  Ca* 
lonne  not  only  refigned  his  place  on  the  twelfth 
of  April,  but  foon  after  retired  to  England  from 
the  (form  of  perfecution  ; yet  one  ray  of  royal 
favour  flill  gilded  the  evening  of  his  adminiltra- 
tion;  and  his  rival,  monfieur  de  Miromefnil,  re* 
ceived  at  the  fame  time  orders  to  refign  the 
feals. 
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MEDIATION  OF  THE  COURTS  OF  VERSAILLES 
AND  BERLIN OUTRAGES  OF  THE  REPUBLI- 
CAN PARTY THE  PRINCESS  OF  ORANGE  DB* 

TA1NED — THE  kltfG  OF  PRUSSIA  DEMANDS 
SATISFACTION — THE  PRUSSIANS  INVADE  HOL- 
LAND— Consternation  of  the  republi- 
can party  — Amsterdam  Capitulates—* 

ATTEMPT  OF  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  TO  SUP- 
PORT THE  REPUBLICANS — PREPARATIONS  FOR 

WAR THE  COURTS  OF  VERSAILLES  AND  GREAT 

BRITAIN  CONSENT  TO  DISARM— ■‘■DOMESTIC 
CONCERNS  OF  FRANCE — ARCHBISHOPOFTHOU* 
tOUSE  APPOINTED  COMPTROLLER  GENERAL 
•—ASSEMBLY  OF  NOTABLES  DISSOLVED — THE 

PARLIAMENT  OF  PARIS  REFUSE  TO  REGISTER 

1 

THE  NEW  TAXES — ARE  BANISHED  TO  TROYES 

*^-ARE  RECALLED OPPOSE  THE  EDICT  FOR  A 

LOAN— *-THE  DUKE  OF  ORLEANS  EXILED,  AND 
TWO  MEMBERS  IMPRISONED  STRONG  RE- 

MONSTRANCES OF  THE  PARLIAMENT — THE 

TOL.  III.  Y DUKE 


$12  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


DUKE  OF  ORLEANS  RECALLED — THE  PARLIA- 
MENT PRESENT  NEW  REMONSTRANCES CON-  ' 

VENTION  OF  THE  NOTABLES PROPOSAL  TO 

ESTABLISH  THE  COUR  PLENIERE OPPOSITION 

TO  THAT  MEASURE ARRET  FOR  SUMMONING 

THE  STATES-GENERAL — MEETING  OF  THAT 
ASSEMBLY — CONCLUSION  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF 
FRANCE. 


Whi 


IILE  the  mind  of  Lewis  was  affiduoufly 
occupied  by  the  rifing  fpirit  of  difcontent  at 
home,  the  republic  of  Holland,  his  new  and  clofe 
ally,  prefented  a fcene  of  anarchy  and  fa&ion 
that  demanded  his  moft  ferious  attention.  The 
prince  of  Orange  had  been  dripped  of  all  autho- 
rity hy  the  ariftocratic  party,  and  retiring  from 
the  Hague,  maintained  the  lhadow  of  a court  at 
Nimeguen;  yet  feeble  as  his  influence  might  ap- 
pear in  the  United  Provinces,  he  was  ftill  for- 
midable from  his  powerful  conneftions.  His 
brother-in-law,  the  new  king  of  Pruflia,  for  Fre- 
deric the  Great  had  clofed  his  long  and  fplendid 
career,  was  indefatigable  in  his  endeavours  to 
promote  the  interefts  of  the  ftadtholder ; and  had 
offered,  in  concert  with  France,  to  undertake  the 
arduous  talk  of  compoling  the  differences  which 
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diftradted  the  republic  ; the  propofal  was  received 
with  apparent  cordiality  by  the  court  of  Ver- 
failies;  and  monfieur  de  Rayneval,  who  had  al- 
ready acquired  confiderable  credit  in  negociation, 
particularly  in  concluding  the  late  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  England,  was  appointed  to  be  the  re- 
prefentative  of  Lewis  in  the  office  of  mediation. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  pacific  meafures,  it  could 
fcarce  be  expedted  that  France  would  become  the 
inftrument  of  reftoring  the  prince  of  Orange  to 
that  (hare  of  weight  and  power  which  he  had  be- 
fore occupied  in  the  republic ; and  thus  abandon 
one  of  the  longeft  and  deareft  objedts  of  her  po- 
licy, the  eftablifhing  a fupreme  and  permanent 
controul  in  the  affairs  of  Holland  ; the  conditions 
that  were  framed  by  the  Louveftein  fadtion  as  the 
bafis  of  reconciliation,  were  fuch  as  plainly  im- 
plied their  defign  to  eontradt  the  influence  and 
authority  of  the  ftadtholder  within  very  narrow 
limits ; on  his  renouncing  his  right  of  filling  up 
the  occafional  vacancies  in  the  town  fenates,  he 
was  to  be  reftored  to  the  nominal  office  of  captain- 
general  ; but  he  was  to  be  reftrained  from  march- 
ing the  troops  into  or  out  of  any  province,  with- 
out leave  from  the  refpedtive  provinces  con- 
cerned ; and  he  was  alfo  to  fubfcribe  a refolu- 
tion,  paft  fome  time  before  by  the  fenatc  of  Am- 
- » Y % ftcrdam. 
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fterdam,  that  the  command  Ihould  at  all  times  be 
revocable  at  the  pleafure  of  the  ftates.  - 

Had  the  prince  of  Orange  acquiefced  in  thefe 
preliminaries,  France  would  have  completely  at- 
tained the  objedt  of  her  long  negociations,  and  by 
means  of  the  Louveftein  fa&ion  have  acquired 
the  afcendancy  that  fhe  had  repeatedly  fought  in 
the  councils  of  Holland ; but  however  unequal 
the  prince  of  Orange  might  be  confidered  to  the 
difficulties  that  furrounded  him,  every  deficiency 
was  fupplied  by  the  genius,  the  fpirit,  and  the 
abilities  of  his  royal  confort ; Ihe  pertinacioufly 
refufed  to  give  up  any  rights  that  had  been  at- 
tached to  the  office  of  ftadtholder ; and  monfieur 
de  Rayneval  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  over- 
come her  inflexible  refolution,  broke  off  the 
correfpondence  between  the  Hague  and  Nime- 
guen,  and  returned  to  Paris  about  the  middle  of 
January  eighty-feven. 

A D g ^ was  about  this  time  that  the  re- 
A.  • 1787*  pUijlican  party  brought  forward  the 
propofal  of  fufpending  the  prince  of  Orange  from 
his  offices  of  ftadtholder  and  admiral  general ; 
the  qucftion  was  agitated  with  the  utmoft  warmth 
and  acrimony  for  two  fucceffive  days ; but  thofe 
who  had  propofed  it  found  the  oppofition  fo  for- 
midable, and  the  afpedt  of  the  independent  mem- 
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bers  fo  doubtful,  that  they  did  not  choofe  to 
hazard  the  decifion  of  a vote. 

To  this  defeat  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  ab- 
fence  of  Van  Berkel,  the  firft  penfionary  of  Am- 
fterdam,  in  a great  meafure  contributed ; this 
man  had  long  been  the  leader  and  foul  of  the  re- 
publican party,  and  was  well  qualified  by  his  va- 
various  talents  for  that  lofty  fituation ; his  am- 
bition was  boundlefs ; but  his  love  of  power  was 
ftill  exceeded  by  his  lull  of  wealth ; and  tempted 
by  the  emoluments  of  office,  he  had  facrificed  his 
influence  at  home  to  the  lucrative  appointment 
of  reprefenting  the  republic  as  minifter  to  the 
United  States  of  America. 

The  abfence  of  this  celebrated  demagogue, 
though  it  embarrafled  the  counfels,  did  not  ex- 
tinguilh  the  zeal  and  fpirit  of  his  party.  They 
were  convinced  that  their  power  could  only  be 
retained  by  prompt  and  decifive  meafures.  In  the 
fenate  of  Amfterdam  their  influence  daily  dimi- 
nilhed  ; in  that  of  Rotterdam  they  had  been  out- 
voted by  a confiderable  majority ; the  provinces 
of  Zealand,  Friefland,  Utrecht,  and  Guelderland, 
had  evinced  the  ftrongelt  inclination  towards  the 
prince  of  Orange ; and  the  fmall  provinces  of 
Groningen  and  Overyflel  alone  remained  firmly 
attached  to  them.  Thus,  already  tottering,  they 
had  recourfe  to  the  reftlefs  multitude  j afiocia- 
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tioBS  were  formed,  and  large  fums  of  money  fub- 
fcribed  ; and  the  burghers,  provided  with  arms, 
foon  proceeded  to  acts  of  open  outrage.  At  Rot- 
terdam they  furrounded  the  fenate  houfe,  compel-: 
led  the  fenate  to  depofe  feven  of  their  body, 
whom  they  confidered  as  molt  adverfe  to  their 
defigns ; and  veiling  their  violence  under  the 
form  of  an  election,  they  filled  the  vacant  places 
with  (even  of  the  mod  zealous  of  their  own  party  j 
and  as  the  degrated  fenators  comprifed  the  depu- 
ties of  the  city  in  the  affembly  of  the  provin- 
cial dates,  the  reprcfentation  of  Rotterdam  was 
of  courfe  totally  changed, 

On  the  very  fame  day  that  the  fenate  of  Rot- 
terdam was  purged  in  this  manner  by  the  armed 
burghers,  fimilar  meafures  were  purfued  by  their 
brethren  at  Amderdam.  They  furrounded  the 
fenate  houfe  early  in  the  marnipg ; and  the  af- 
frighted magidrates  entered  into  a negociation 
with  .them,  which  was  fpun  out  until  the  even- 
ing, when  finding  they  had  no  alternative,  they 
were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  demands  of  the 
populace,  by  declaring  that  nine  members  of  their 
body,  whom  the  republican  party  had  proferibed, 
had  abdicated  their  offices.  Among  thefe  vic- 
tims to  the  revolution,  were  three  deputies  to  the 
affembly  of  the  provincial  dates,  who  had  lately 
voted  on  fome  occafion  on  the  fide  of  the  dadt- 
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holder.  At  the  fame  time  that  they  were  clearing 
the  fenate  of  their  adverfaries,  the  four  colonels 
of  the  city  militia,  and  confequently  the  only  legal 
commanders  of  the  burghers,  were  doomed  to 
undergo  their  perfection,  and  obliged  to  fend  in 
their  rcfignations. 

The  court  of  Verfailks  had  hitherto  reafon  to 
exult  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  party ; the  republican 
faction  feemed  every  where  triumphant,  and  the 
trembling  adherents  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  each 
moment  expe&ed  to  be  overwhelmed  by  the 
headlong  torrent ; but  the  turbulent  difpofition  of 
the  people  had  at  length  aroufed  from  their  le- 
thargy the  ftates-general,  who,  accuftomed  folely 
to  guard  the  republic  from  foreign  invafion,  re- 
garded with  little  emotion  the  diffentions  of  the 
different  provinces.  The  dread  of  beholding  the 
whole  commonwealth  involved  in  anarchy,  awak- 
ed the  latent  fparks  of  power  which,  however  con- 
cealed, muft  fubfift  in  all  ftates.  The  preemption 
of  the  city  of  Utrecht  in  withdrawing  its  allotted 
quota  of  revenue  from  their  difpofal,  feemed  an 
objett  that  merited  immediate  chaftifement ; and 
a body  of  troops  was  commanded  by  the  provincial 
ftates  to  befiege  and  humble  the  haughty  inhabit- 
ants of  that  opulent  capital.  This  feeble  detach- 
ment was  however  encountered  by  a band  of  armed 
burghers;  it  was  on  this  occafion  that  the  firft 
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blood  was  lhcd  in  this  civil  conflict ; and  the  re- 
gulars endured  the  mortification  of  retiring  before 
an  inferior  number  of  undifeiplined  citizens. 

Yet  while  the  republicans  received  with  avow- 
ed triumph  the  fuccefs  of  their  firft  effay  in  arms, 
they  were  blind  to  the  tempeft  that  impended 
over  them ; whether  too  confident  of  their  own 
ftrength,  they  had  negleded  to  footh,  or  were  in- 
capable of  afiuming  thofe  conciliating  manners 
neceffary  to  command,  the  affedions  of  the  mili- 
tary ; the  Ikirmifli  near  Utrecht  had  fcarce  taken 
place,  before  the  province  of  Holland  was  alarm- 
ed by  the  defedion  of  two  thirds  of  its  regular 
forces,  who  quitted  the  polls  that  had  been  af- 
figned  them,  and  declared  in  favour  of  the  prince 
of  Orange.  To  fupply  the  deficiency,  the  volun- 
teers and  armed  burghers  were  fuinmoned  to  the 
defence  of  their  country,  and  were  appointed 
to  guard  the  frontiers. 

While  the  ftates  of  that  province  were  occupied 
in  reprefling  the  fpirit  of  defertion  among  their 
troops,  an  event  took  place  which  introduced 
new  and  more  important  adors  on  the  ftage, 
and  abforbed  every  other  confederation.  The 
princefs  of  Orange,  who  had  been  driven  by  the 
violence  of  the  adverfe  party  from  the  Hague, 
now  determined  to  return  to  the  vicinity  of  that 
place,  with  the  intention,  as  flie  declared,  qf 
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communicating  with  the  Rates  general,  and  bring, 
ing  forward  fuch  conciliatory  propofitions,  in  the 
name  of  the  prince,  her  hufband,  as  might  avert 
if  poffible  the  evils  and  horrors  of  a civil  war. 

But  the  adverfe  party  regarded  this  journey  in 
a different  light ; they  faid,  that  in  order  to  faci- 
litate the  ftadtholder’s  open  operations  againft 
them  in  the  field,  the  princefs  had  come  into 
Holland,  with  a view  of  exciting  infurreftion  and 
rebellion ; and  that  the  debauching  the  troops  of 
the  Rate,  and  increafing  their  late  defection,  was 
alfo  probably  included  in  the  fyRem : by  thefe 
pretences  they  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  populace  to  the  rafli  and  imprudent 
meafure  on  which  they  now  ventured ; for  the 
princefs  had  fcarce  pafled  Schoonhoven,  on  the 
borders  of  Holland,  before  flie  was  furrounded 
by  a party  of  armed  burghers,  and  was  conveyed 
with  every  mark  of  licentious  brutality  to  a fmall 
town  at  a confiderable  difiance;  file  was  thence 
efcorted  by  the  fame  guards  to  Schoonhoven ; 
and  hopelefs  of  being  permitted  to  purfue  her 
journey  to  the  Hague,  flic  fct  out  the  next  day 
for  Nimeguen. 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  who  had  beheld  with  fe- 
cret  indignation,  but  with  well-affumed  indiffer. 
ence,  the  rights  of  his  brother-in-law  invaded  by 
the  curbujppt  fpirit  qf  the  Rates  of  Holland,  now 
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found  in  the  infult  offered  to  his  After,  that  pre- 
tence for  interference  that  he  had  fo  long  ardently 
wifhed  for.  He  ordered  a ftrong  memorial  to  be 
prefented  to  the  ftates  of  Holland,  in  which  he 
infilled  on  the  molt  ample  and  fpeedy  fatisfadlion ; 
at  the  fame  time  he  reprefented  the  indignity  that 
he  had  fuffered,  in  tire  perfon  of  the  princefs,  to 
the  court  of  Verfailles;  and  Lewis  in  pointed 
terms  condemned  the  infult,  and  recommended 
to  the  ftates  to  efface  the  affront  by  the  moll  li- 
beral reparation. 

The  republican  party  could  not  conceal  their 
mortification  at  finding  their  conduct  condemned 
by  that  ally  on  whofe  fupport  they  depended; 
yet  whatever  appearances  the  court  of  Verfailles 
might  think  proper  to  preferve,  the  ftates  of  Hol- 
land flill  implicitly  relied  on  the  faith  of  France, 
and  concluded,  that  in  the  hour  of  extremity  her 
affiftance  would  be  proportioned  to  their  diftrefs. 
In  this  confidence  they  ftill  rejedted  all  language 
of  fubmiffion ; they  refufed  to  enter  into  any  dif- 
eufiion  of  the  fubjedt,  and  iffued  orders  that  every 
thing  Ihould  be  prepared  for  laying  the  country 
under  water,  the  moment  any  foreign  troops 
ihould  violate  the  territories  of  the  republic. 

The  court  of  Berlin  immediately  made  every 
difpofition  for  entering  into  adtion;  nine  thoufand 
PrufEan  troops  lined  the  frontiers  of  the  duchy  of 

Clevcs, 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE, 


33* 

Cleves,  bordering  on  the  territories  of  the  repub* 
lie;  the  governor  of  Wefel  received  orders  to 
prepare  accommodations  for  the  reception  of  an 
army  of  fixty  or  feventy  thoufand  men ; and  the 
celebrated  hereditary  duke  of  Bruofwick,  who  by 
the  death  of  his  father  was  now  become  the  fove* 
reign  and  reigning  duke  of  that  country,  was  call, 
ed  from  his  tranquil  enjoyments,  to  command  the 
forces  of  his  royal  kinfman,  the  king  of  Pruffia. 

The  prince  of  Orange  bimfelf  was  not  entirely 
inactive  during  thefe  tranfafiions.  With  the  final! 
army  that  he  had  affembled,  he  poffeiTcd  himfelf 
by  a conp  de  main  of  the  fortified  town  of  Wick, 
in  the  province  of  Utrecht;  a place  eminently 
noted  for  its  early  adoption  of  the  moft  violent 
republican  principles;  and  which,  from  its  fitua- 
tion,  was  of  ftill  more  importance,  fince  eftabl idl- 
ed on  the  borders  of  Holland,  twenty*four  mile* 
only  from  Amfterdam,  it  commanded  the  courfe 
of  that  part  of  the  Rhine  called  the  Lech,  and 
plight  be  confidered  as  the  key  of  the  province  on 
the  fide  of  Utrecht ; he  foon  after  reduced  Har- 
derwycke,  a town  in  Guelderland,  eredted  on  the 
Zuyder  Sea,  was  acknowledged  by  the  city  of 
Middleburgh  and  the  whole  province  of  Zea- 
land, which  declared  without  referve  in  his  fa- 
vour, blocked  up  the  city  of  Utrecht,  and  re- 
pulfed  an  attempt  that  was  made  by  the  fuperior 
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numbers  of  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  on  one 
of  his  out  polls. 

Thefe  fuccefles  probably  ferved  to  quicken  the 
motions  of  the  Pruflians;  and  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick  at  the  head  of  an  army  which  confided  of 
about  eighteen  thoufand  men,  furniflied  with  a 
train  of  light  artillery,  advanced  from  the  duchy 
of  Cleves,  and  about  the  middle  of  September 
entered  the  province  of  Guclderland  in  three  co- 
lumns; that  on  the  right,  which  direded  its 
courfe  to  the  northward,  was  under  the  command 
of  general  Lottum ; the  centre  was  entrufted  to 
the  generals  Waldeck  and  Gaudi;  and  the  left, 
which  pointed  its  march  to  the  fouth,  was  led  by 
the  duke  in  perfon. 

The  fuccefs  of  each  divifion  was  fuch  as  might 
be  expeded  from  the  dread  conceived  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  arms;  and  no  fuperiority  of  number  could 
embolden  either  the  regular  or  irregular  forces  of 
the  province  to  endure  any  thing  like  a conflid 
even  with  the  hufiars  and  chafieurs.  Gorcum, 
though  in  a confidcrable  ftate  of  defence,  and 
under  the  government  of  the  celebrated  colonel 
and  chamberlain  Capelle,  fo  eminent  for  his  re- 
publican principles,  furrendered  after  a few  fhots; 
and  the  garrifon  and  governor  yielded  themfelves 
prifoners  of  war  to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick;  New- 
port and  Scoonhovcn,  both  capable  of  a long  re- 
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fiftance,  were  abandoned  by  their  garrifons ; Dort, 
Leyden,  and  Harlem,  fubmitted  on  the  firft  fum- 
mons ; and  Rotterdam,  on  the  appearance  of  the 
Pruffians,  threw  open  her  gates  and  received  the 
invaders  with  the  loudeft  acclamations. 

The  progrefs  of  the  column  in  the  centre  was 
equally  rapid  and  fplendid  ; on  the  approach  of  it, 
the  turbulent  city  of  Utrecht,  which  had  derided 
the  fmall  army  under  the  prince  of  Orange,  was 
thrown  into  the  utmoft  confternation ; every  other 
objedt  and  confideration  immediately  gave  way 
to  the  defire  of  efcape ; the  city  was  evacuated 
by  all  orders  of  armed  men ; the  artillery  was 
left  on  the  works  without  fentinels  or  guards ; 
and  the  prince  of  Orange,  without  oppofition,  took 
poffeffion  of  a city  which  had  long  been  confidered 
as  the  great  bulwark  of  the  province  of  Holland, 
and,  next  to  Amfterdam,  as  the  principal  feat  and 
grand  citadel  of  the  republican  party. 

The  column  led  by  general  Lottum  on  the 
right,  met  with  rather  more  refiftance ; Naarden, 
a ftrong  place,  lying  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  Zuy- 
der  Sea,  within  thirteen  miles  of  Amfterdam,  re- 
jected the  fummons  of  the  Prufiian  commander, 
and  gallantly  prepared  for  defence.  But  general 
Lottum,  whofe  detachment  was  by  no  means 
provided  for  a fiege,  turned  afide  from  the  walls, 
and  received  the  fubmiflion  of  Nieuwerfluys,  a 
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ftrong  fortrefs,  with  a garrifon  of  near  eight  hdd- 
dred  foldiers,  who  furrendered  prifoners  of  war. 

During  thcfe  military  tranfatftions,  an  un- 
expected revolution  had  taken  place  at  the 
Hague;  that  town,  the  refidence  of  the  Rates  of 
Holland,  was  yet  ftrongly  attached  to  the  perfon 
and  interefts  of  the  prince  of  Orange;  the  govern- 
ing party,  well  aware  of  this  difpofition,  had 
brought  in  a ftrong  body  of  volunteers,  to  over- 
awe the  ordinary  garrifon  and  inhabitants ; but 
under  the  difmay  which  the  progrefs  of  the  Pruf- 
fians  had  excited  on  the  republican  fide,  it  was 
eafily  fcen  that  the  volunteers  would  not  long  be 
able  to  keep  the  populace  in  fubje&ion,  and  feve- 
ral  principal  perfons  of  that  party  accordingly 
retired  for  fafety  to  Amfterdam. 

The  event  juftified  their  precaution  ; the  Swifs 
foldiers,  who  formerly  compofed  the  ftadtholder’s 
ftate  guard,  boldly  afiembled,  and  carried  off  the 
two  pieces  of  cannon  that  had  been  affigned  for 
the  fupport  of  the  volunteers;  their  zeal  foori 
communicated  to  the  inhabitants ; the  republi- 
cans on  every  fide  were  difarmed ; the  mod  vio- 
lent members  of  the  ftates  retired  to  Amfterdam ; 
and  the  reft  of  that  afiembly  immediately  fent  a 
deputation  to  folicit  the  return  of  the  prince  of 
Orange. 

The  prince  accepted  with  tranfport  the  invita- 
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tion,  and  with  his  confort  was  received  at  the 
Hague  with  every  demon  ftration  of  joy ; the  ftates, 
without  hefitation,  reftored  him  to  all  thofe  offices 
and  rights  from  which  he  had  been  fufpended, 
and  confequently  annulled  all  proceedings  which 
had  been  purfued  againft  him  in  that  province  ; 
they  likewife  ifl'ued  an  edidt  forbidding  all  at- 
tempts to  inundate  the  country,  and  ftridkiy  com- 
manding the  governors  of  all  cities  to  give  free 
admiffion  to  the  Pruffian  troops  ; in  confequence 
of  this,  baron  Matha,  governor  of  Naarden, 
opened  the  gates  of  that  town,  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciple of  duty  on  which  before  he  had  kept  them 
clofed. 

All  oppofition  was  now  centred  in  the  city  of 
Amfterdam,  and  its  environs,  whither  the  molt 
aftive  and  moft  obftinate  of  the  republican  party- 
had  fled  from  all  quarters.  That  proud  capital, 
undifmayed  by  the  general  defe&ion,  made  every 
preparation  for  the  moft  defperate  refiftance.  The  1 
furrounding  country  was  laid  under  water ; ftrong 
batteries  were  every  where  ere&ed ; all  the  ports 
capable  of  commanding  the  roads  leading  into 
the  town  were  entrenched  and  fortified ; and  the 
citizens  declared  they  would  hold  out  to  the  laft 
extremity. 

The  danger  was  indeed  already  at  their  gates  ; 
and  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  had  already  eftablilhed 
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found  the  city  a chain  of  polls  whereever  the  Hi* 
ture  of  the  ground  and  the  interfeftion  of  the 
dykes  would  admit ; a tranfient  negociation  was 
fcarce  fuffered  to  interrupt  his  ardour;  and  on 
finding  the  fpirits  of  the  Amfterdammers  yet  un- 
fubdued,  he  determined  to  force  their  boafted 
barrier.  In  order  to  render  the  alarm  and  con- 
fiernation  more  general,  he  not  only  ordered  all 
the  polk  to  be  attacked  at  the  fame  inllant,  but 
that  each  Ihould  be  attacked  in  every  quarter  that 
it  was  poflible  to  be  approached ; in  a defence  fo 
extenfive,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  feme  weak  point 
Ihould  have  efcaped  the  vigilance,  or  exceeded 
the  llrength  of  the  befieged;  the  military  talents 
of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  had  never  been  difp'layed 
to  more  advantage  ; he  availed  himfelf  of  every 
favourable  occurrence ; and  notwithftanding  the 
gallantry  of  the  republicans,  penetrated  and 
eftablilhed  his  polls  within  their  boafted  barrier. 

The  haughty  city  of  Amfterdam  was  now  for 
the  firlt  time  delivered  to  the  diferetion  of  a vic- 
tor, and,  open  on  every  fide  to  bombardment, 
reludantly  delcendcd  to  the  language  of  fubmif- 
fion.  The  magiftracy  declared  themleives  obliged 
by  the  impending  danger  to  fubferibe  conditions 
which  they  yielded  to,  left  others  more  ruinous 
might  be  impofed.  Sixteen  perfons  moll  obnoxi- 
ous to  the  princefs  of  Orange,  were  deprived  of 
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their  refpedtive  qffices;  the  members  of  the  re- 
gency, who  had  been  tumultuoufly  depofed  for 
their  attachment  to  the  ftadtholder,  were  im- 
mediately reltored  ; the  burghers  and  all  perfons 
in  the  town,  except  the  legal  militia,  were  to  be 
tfifpnned;  and  the  Leyden  gate  was  delivered  up 
to  the  Pruffians,  to  facilitate  the  performance  of 
this  lad  condition. 

The  court  of  Verfailles  had  long  trufted  to  the 
natural  ftrength  of  the  republican  party,  and  had 
been  afiiduous  throughout  the  whole  fummer  in 
endeavouring  to  fecond  them  by  every  defeription 
of  fuccours  that  could  be  privately  imparted* 
Crowds  of  French  officers  arrived  every  day  in 
Holland,  and  either  received  commiffions  in  the 
fervice  of  the  ftates,  or  adted  as  volunteers  in 
their  troops.  Several  hundreds  of  tried  and  ex* 
perienced  foldiers,  whofe  fidelity  and  diferetion 
could  be  relied  on,  were  fele&cd  from  different 
regiments,  and  being  furnifhed  with  money  for 
their  journey,  and  alfurances  of  future  favour, 
were  difpatched  in  fmall  parties  to  join  the  troops, 
and  to  help  to  difeipline  the  burghers  and  volun- 
teers. A confiderable  corps  of  engineers,. dif- 
guiled  as  mechanics,  and  inftrudted  what  anfwer* 
to  make  to  any  enquiries,  were  directed  to  pro- 
ceed fijently  towards  Amsterdam,  and  to  alii  It  in 
ftrengthening  the  works  of  that  city. 
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Thefe  aids,  which  might  have  proved  effectual 
had  the  conteft  been  confined  to  the  Rates  of 
Holland  and  the  prince  of  Orange,  were  over- 
whelmed in  the  rapid  invafion  of  the  Pruffians  ; 
and  the  court  of  Berlin  had  taken  its  meafures 
with  lo  much  celerity,  and  the  fituation  of  the 
republicans  was  already  become  fo  defperate,  that 
it  was  doubtful  whether  their  affairs  could  be  re- 
ftored  bv  any  affiftance  that  France  was  capable  of 
immediately  adminiflering.  Yet  on  Great-Britain 
fitting  out  a ftrong  fquadron  of  men-of-war  at 
Portfmouth  to  give  confidence  to  the  operations 
of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  the  court  of  Verfailles  alfo 
fent  orders  to  equip  fixteen  fail  of  the  line  at 
Breft,  and  recalled  a fmall  fquadron  which  had 
been  commifftoned  on  a fummer’s  cruize  on  the 
coaft  of  Portugal. 

In  thefe  preparations  the  king  of  France  feemed 
rather  to  regard  his  own  dignity,  than  to  be  actu- 
ated by  any  hopes  of  affording  effectual  relief  to 
his  allies.  All  oppoiition  in  Holland  might  be 
already  confidered  as  extinguifhed.  The  ftates 
affemblcd  at  the  Hague,  had  officially  notified  to 
the  court  of  Verfailles,  that  the  difputes  between 
that  province  and  the  Radtholder  were  now  hap- 
pily terminated  ; and  as  the  circumftances  which 
gave  occafion  for  their  application  to  that  court 
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no  longer  exifted,  fo  the  fuccours  which  they  had 
then  requcfted  would  now  be  unneceflary. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  France  could  only 
wrfti  to  extricate  herfelf  from  her  prefent  difficulty 
with  honour ; and  the  French  king  therefore 
readily  liftened  to  a memorial  from  the  Britiffi 
minifters  at  Paris,  who  propofed,  to  preferve  the 
good  underftanding  between  the  two  crowns,  that 
all  warlike  preparations  fhould  be  difcontinued, 
and  that  the  navies  of  both  nations  fhould  be  again 
placed  upon  the  footing  of  a peace  eftablifhment. 
This  was  willingly  acceded  to  by  the  court  of 
. Verfailles ; a ffiort  inftrument  was  figned  by  mon- 
fieur  de  Montmorin  and  the  duke  of  Dorfer,  in 
the  names  of  their  refpe&ivc  fovercigns ; and  that 
harmony  which  had  been  tranfiently  interrupted, 
was  reftored  between  France  and  Great-Britain. 

Though  Lewis  could  not  but  feverely  feel  the 
mortification  of  thus  relinquifhing  the  afcendancy 
that  he  had  attained  in  the  councils  of  Holland, 
and  was  not  infenfible  to  the  difgrace  of  abandon- 
ing a people  who  had  implicitly  relied  on  his  faith, 
yet  every  other  confideration  was  abforbed  by  the 
ftate  of  his  own  domeflic  concerns,  and  the  in- 
ternal fituation  of  his  kingdom,  which  furnilhed 
matter  for  deep  and  ferious  reflection.  The  dif- 
miflal  of  monfieur  de  Calonne  had  left  France 
without  a minifter,  and  almoft  without  a fyftem; 
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and  though  the  king  bore  the  oppofition  of  the 
notables  with  admirable  temper,  yet  the  dif- 
appointment  which  he  had  experienced  was 
grievous  and  highly  difeouraging.  Without  ob- 
taining any  relief  for  his  moll  urgent  neceffities, 
he  perceived  too  late  that  he  had  opened  a path 
to  the  reftoration  of  the  ancient  cohftitution  of 
France,  which  had  been  undermined  by  the  crafty 
Lewis  the  Eleventh,  and  had  been  nearly  fw'ept 
away  by  the  daring  and  fanguinary  counfels  of 
Richelieu,  under  Lewis  the  Thirteenth.  The  nota- 
bles had  indeed  conducted  themfclves  with  refpedt 
and  moderation,  but  at  the  fame  time  they  had  not 
been  deficient  in  firmnefs  ; the  appointment  of 
ntonfieur  de  Brienne,  archbilhop  of  Thouloufe, 
and  the  vigorous  adverfaryol  monlieur  de  Calonne, 
to  the  office  of  comptroller-general,  probably  con- 
tributed to  preferve'the  appearance  of  good  hu- 
mour in  that  alTembly ; yet  the  propofed  territorial 
import,  or. general  land  tax,  which  was  an  objedt 
fo  ardently  coveted  by  the  court,  was  rejeClcd ; and 
on  this  occafion  the  attorney-general  of  Provence 
was  bold  enough  to  declare,  that  neither  that  af- 
fembly,  the  parliaments,  nor  the  king  himftlf 
could  afiefs  any  fuch  import,  ip  the  country  which 
he  reprefented,  fince  it  was  diredtly  contrary  to  the 
fpecific  and  indefeafibie  rights  of  the  people. 

The  king  now  deprived  of  any  farther  hope 

of 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


34* 

of  rendering  the  convention  the  inftrument  of 
extricating  him  from  his  embarralFments,  deter- 
mined to  diftnifs  the  meeting ; his  fpeech  on  dif- 
folving  the  affembly  was  well  calculated  to  engage 
the  inclinationsof  the  members.  He  acknowledged 
that  they  had  fulfilled  his  expeditions  in  afflfting 
him  with  their  counfels  ; that  they  had  not  only 
properly  enquired  into  various  abufes,  but  had 
fuggefted  the  means  of  reforming  them  ; that 
they  had  done  much  towards  the  attainment  of 
the  grand  objed  of  reducing  the  expences  of  the 
ftate  to  a level  with  the  public  revenues,  by  the 
provifional  taxes  which  they  had  recommended  as 
the  mod  proper  to  be  laid  on  his  fubjeds  ; and  he 
concluded  by  declaring  the  fatisfadion  that  he 
enjoyed  in  the  hope,  that  thefe  new  imports  would 
not  be  fo  burthenfome  as  thofe  of  former  times ; 
the  only  wifh  of  his  heart  being  that  of  rendering 
his  people  as  contented  and  happy  as  poflible. 

Lewis^thus  difappointed  of  thofe  advantages, 
which  he  had  flattered  himfclf  that  he  Ihould  have 
drawn  from  the  acquiefcencc  of  the  notables,  was 
obliged  now  to  recur  to  the  ufual  mode  of  railing 
money  by  the  royal  edids ; among  the  meafures 
propofed  for  this  purpofe  was  the  doubling  of  the 
poll  tax,  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  third  twenti- 
eth, and  a ftamp  duty ; the  whole  was  flrongty 
difapproved  by  the  parliament  of' Paris,  but  the 
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laft  in  particular  was  the  immediate  objedl  of 
contention ; and  that  afiembly  in  the  moft  pofuive 
terms  refufed  to  regifter  the  edidt.  The  king  was 
obliged  to  apply,  as  the  lad  refort,  to  his  abfo- 
lute  authority,  and  by  holding  what  is  called  a 
bed  of  juftice,  compelled  them  to  enroll  the 
impoft. 

The  parliament,  though  defeated,  were  far  from 
fubdued  ; on  the  day  after  the  king  had  held  his 
bed  of  juftice,  they  entered  a formal  proteft 
againft  the  conceflion  that  had  been  extorted  from 
them.  They  declared  that  the  edidt  had  been 
regiftered  againft  their  approbation  and  confent, 
by  the  king’s  exprefs  command ; that  it  neither 
ought,  nor Jhould have  any  force ; and  that  the  firft 
perfon  who  Ihould  prefume  to  attempt  to  carry  it 
into  execution,  Ihould  be  adjudged  a traitor  and 
condemned  to  the  galleys. 

This  declaration  left  to  the  crown  no  other  alter- 
native than  either  proceeding  to  extremities  in  fup- 
port  of  its  authority,  or  giving  up  for  ever  after  the 
power  of  raifing  money  upon  any  occafion,  without 
the  confent  of  the  parliament ; painful  as  every 
appearance  of  violence  mull  have  proved  to  the 
mild  difpofition  of  Lewis,  he  could  not  confent 
to  furrender,  without  a ftruggle,  that  authority 
which  had  been  fo  long  exercifed  by  his  prede- 
ccfiors.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
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difcontents,  the  capital  had  been  gradually  filled 
with  confiderable  bodies  of  troops  ; and  about  a 
week  after  the  parliament  had  entered  the  protcft, 
an  officer  of  the  French  guards,  with  a party  of 
foldiers,  went  at  break  of  day  to  the  houfe  of  each 
individual  member,  to  fignify  to  him  the  king’s 
command^  that  he  Ihould  immediately  get  into 
his  carriage,  and  proceed  to  Troyes,  a city  of 
Champagne,  about  feventy.  miles  from  Paris, 
without  writing  or  fpeaking  to  any  perfon  out  of 
his  own  houfe  before  his  departure ; thel'e  orders 
were  ferved  at  the  fame  inftant ; and  before  the 
citizens  of  Paris  were  acquainted  with  the  tranf- 
aftion,  the  parliament  were  already  on  the  road 
to  the  feene  of  their  banifhment. 

But  previous  to  their  removal,  they  had  pre- 
fented  a remonftrancc  on  the  late  meafures  of 
government,  and  the  alarming  ftate  of  public  af- 
fairs ; in  ftating  their  opinions  on  taxes,  they  de- 
clared that  neither  the  parliaments,  nor  any  other 
authority,  excepting  that  of  the  three  eftates  of 
the  kingdom,  colleftively  afTembled,  could  war- 
rant the  laying  of  any  permanent  tax  upon  the 
people ; and  they  ftrongly  enforced  the  renewal  of 
thofe  national  afiemblies,  which  had  rendered  the 
reign  of  Charlemagne  fo  great  and  illuftrious. 

The  ardent  defire  of  the  parliaments  to  re-efta- 
blilh  the  national  council,  or  ftates  general,  was 
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the  more  honourable,  as  the  former  aflemblies 
mud  have  funk  under  the  influence  of  the  lat- 
ter, and  returned  to  their  original  condition  of 
mere  regifters  and  courts  of  law.  The  confi- 
dence and  attachment  of  the  people  of  confe- 
quence  rofe  in  proportion  to  this  inflance  of  dif- 
intereftednefs ; their  murmurs  were  openly  ex- 
prefled  in  the  ftreets  of  the  capital ; and  the  ge- 
neral diflatisfa&ion  was  augmented  by  the  ftep 
that  was  put  to ‘public  bufinefs,  by  the  exile  of 
the  chief  magiftrates. 

The  court  at  the  fame  time  was  apparently 
weak  and  divided,  and  continual  changes  took 
place  in  every  department  of  the  ftate.  The  king* 
averfe  to  rigorous  counfcls,  vvifhcd  to  allay  the 
growing  difeonterrt  by  every  conceflion  that  was 
confident  with  his  dignity ; but  it  was  generally 
believed  that  his  royal  confort  ftrongly  difluaded 
him  from  any  ftep  that  might  tend  to  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  regal  authority ; the  influence  of 
that  princefs  in  the  cabinet  was  undoubtedly 
great ; but  the  popularity  which  once  had  ac- 
companied her  was  no  more  ; and  fome  imputa- 
tions of  private  levity,  which  had  been  rumoured 
through  the  capital,  were  far  from  rendering  her 
acceptable  to  the  majority  of  the  people  ; while 
the  count  d’Artois,  the  king’s  brother,  who  had 
exprefled  himfelf  in  the  moft  unguarded  terms 
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againft  the  perfeverance  of  the  parliament,  {food 
expofed  to  all  the  hatred  of  a lively  and  inl'ulted 
people. 

It  was  not  only  in  Paris  that  the  flame  of  li- 
berty once  more  burft  forth  ; the  provincial  par- 
liaments imitated  that  of  the  capital ; among  va- 
rious inftances  of  this  nature,  the  parliament  of 
Grenoble  pafled  a decree  againft  Letters  de  Cachet , 
the  mod  ouious  engine  of  arbitrary  power,  and 
declared  the  execution  of  them,  within  their  ju- 
rifdiftion,  by  any  perfon,  and  under  any  autho- 
rity, to  be  a capital  crime. 

The  king  had  endeavoured  to  footh  the  dis- 
contented minds  of  the  Parifians  bv  new  regula- 
tions of  oeconomy,  and  by  continual  retrench- 
ments in  his  houfehold ; but  thefe  proofs  of  at- 
tention, which  once  would  have  been  received 
with  the  loudeft  acclamations,  were  now  loft  in 
their  open  affliction  for  the  abfence  of  their  par- 
liament ; and  the  monarch,  to  regain  the  affec- 
tions of  his  fubjefts,  after  an  exile  of  a month, 
confented  to  reftorc  that  affembly  ; the  fources  of 
difpute  in  the  territorial  impoft,  and  ftamp  duty. 
Were  abandoned  by  Lewis ; and  the  parliament  on 
their  fide  confented  to  remitter  an  ediCt,  by  which 
the  archbifhop  of  Thouloufe  was  conftituted  firft 
fninifter  of  ftate. 

This  harmony  was  not  of  long  duration  ; the 
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neceffities  of  the  ftate  ftill  continued?  nor  could 
the  deficiency  of  the  revenue  be  fupplied  but 
by  extraordinary  refources,  or  a long  courfe 
of  rigid  frugality ; about  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, in  a full  meeting  of  the  parliament,  at- 
tended by  all  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  the 
peers  of  France,  the  king  entered  the  afl'embly, 
and  propofed  two  edifts  for  their  approbation  j 
the  firft  was  for  a new  loan  for  four  hundred  and 
fifty  millions,  near  nineteen  millions  fterling;  the 
fecond  was  for  the  re-eftablilhment  of  the  protcf- 
tants  in  all  their  ancient  civil  rights,  a meafure 
which  had  long  been  warmly  recommended  by 
the  parliament,  and  which  was  probably  now  in- 
troduced to  procure  a better  reception  to  the  loan.  ’ 
In  ufhering  in  thefe  edidts,  the  king  had  de* 
livered  himfelf  in  a fpeech  of  uncommon  length, 
replete  with  every  fentiment  of  regard  for  the 
people,  but  at  the  lame  time  full  of  intima- 
tions to  the  parliament  of  the  obedience  he  ex- 
pefted.  It  is  poflible' that  Lewis  imagined  that 
the  dread  of  that  banilhment  from  which  they 
had  been  fo  lately  recalled,  would  have  en- 
fured  the  acquiefcence  of  the  aflembly ; but 
no  fooner  was  permiflion  announced  for  every 
member  to  deliver  his  fentiment,  than  he  was 
convinced  their  fpirits  were  unfubdued  by  their 
recent  exile.  An  animated  debate  was  continued 
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for  nine  hours,  when  the  king,  wearied  by  incef- 
fant  oppofition,  and  chagrined  at  fome  freedoms 
ufed  in  their  arguments,  fuddenly  rofe,  and  com- 
manded the  edict  to  be  regiftered  without  further 
delay.  This  meafure  was  moft  unexpectedly  op- 
pofed  by  the  duke  of  Orleans,  firft  prince  of  the 
blood,  who,  confidering  it  as  an  infringement  of 
the  rights  of  parliament,  protefted  againft  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  day  as  being  thereby 
null  and  void.  Though  Lewis  could  not  conceal 
his-aftonifhment  and  difpleafure  at  this  decifive 
Itep,  he  contented  himfelf  with  repeating  his  or- 
ders, and  immediately  after,  quitting  the  aflem- 
bly,  retired  to  Verfailles. 

On  the  fovercign’s  departure,  the  parliament 
confirmed  the  proteft  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and 
declared,  as  their  deliberations  had  been  interrupt- 
ed, they  confidered  the  whole  bufinefs  of  that 
day  as  of  no  effedb  But  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed 
that  Lewis  would  filently  pafs  over  fo  bold  an 
attack  on  the  authority  of  the  crown.  The  baron 
de  Breteuil  next  day  delivered  a letter  to  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  in  which  he  was  commanded  to 
retire  to  Villars  Cotterel,  one  of  his  feats  about 
fifteen  leagues  from  Paris,  and  to  receive  no  com- 
pany  there,  except  his  own  family ; at  the  fame 
time  the  abbe  Sabatiere,  and  monfieur  Freteau, 
Jjoth  members  of  the  parliament,  and  who  had  dif- 
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tinguifhed  thcmfelves  in  the  debate,  were  feized 
tinder  the  authority  of  lettres  de  cachet,  and  con- 
veyed, the  fir£l  to  the  caftle  of  Mont  St.  Michel 
in  Normandy,  the  laft  to  a prifon  in  Picardy. 

The  parliament  were  not  flow  in  proclaiming 
their  feelings  at  this  adt  of  oppreflion ; on  the 
following  day  they  waited  on  the  king,  and  ex- 
prefled  their  aflonifhment  and  concern  that  a 
prince  of  the  blood  royal  had  been  exiled,  and 
two  of  their  members  imprifoned,  for  having  de- 
clared in  his  prefence  what  their  duty  and  con- 
fciences  dictated;  and  at  a time  when  his  majefly 
had  announced  that  he  came  to  take  the  fenfe 
of  the  affembly  by  a plurality  of  voices.  The 
anfwcr  of  the  king  was  referved  and  forbidding: 
“ when  I put  away  from  my  prefence  a prince  of 
my  blood,  my  parliament  ought  to  believe 
**  that  I have  ftrong  rcafons  for  doing  it ; I have 
“ punifhed  two  magiftrates,  with  whofe  condudt 
“ I ought  to  be  diffatisfied.” 

This  cold  and  {lately  repulfe  did  not  difeourage 
the  parliament  from  prefenting  a long  addrefs,  in 
Which  they  reprefented  in  glowing  colours  the 
confequence  of  the  late  a£ts  of  violence,  and  paint- 
ed the  unworthy  treatment  of  the  two  fuffering 
magillrates  confined  in  horrid  and  umvholefome 
prifons,  where  life"  was  a continual  punifhment ; 
f‘  if  exile,”  they  add,  “ is  the  recompence  of  fi- 

delity 
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*.*  delity  to  the  princes  of  your  blood  ; if  outrage 
“ and  captivity  threaten  the  ingenuoufnefs  of 
“ the  firft  magiflrates  of  the  kingdom,  we  may 
“ afk  ourfelves  with  terror  and  grief,  what  will 
“ become  of  the  laws,  of  the  public  liberty,  of 
“ the  honour,  and  of  the  manners  of  the  nation  ?” 

Yet  this  fpirit  of  refentment  did  not  prevent 
the  parliament  from  attending  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  date ; and  convinced  of  the  emergency, 
they  confented  to  regifter  the  loan  for  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  of  livres,  which  had  been 
the  fource  of  this  unfortunate  difference;  it  is 
probable  this  concedion  concurred  to  adt  upon 
the  mind  of  the  king,  naturally  humane ; and  the 
fentencc  of  the  two  magiflrates  was  in  confe- 
quence  changed  from  imprifonment  to  exile ; 
monficur  Freteau  being  fent  to  one  of  his  coun- 
try feats,  anti  the  abbo  Subatiere  to  a convent  of 
Benedict  ines. 

The  parliament  was  however  unwilling  to  give 
up  the  points  again'!  which  they  had  originally 
remonfl.ra.ud;  and  in  a petition  conceived  with 
freedom,  and  couched  in  the  rnoft  animated  lan- 
guage, they  boldly  reprobateJ  the  late  acts  of  ar- 
bitrary violence.  “ YVc  do  not  come,”  they  de- 
clare, “ fo  much  to  claim  your  compaflion,  as 
“ the  proteftion  of  the  laws.  It  is  not  to  your 
humanity  alone  that  we  addrefs  ourfelves ; it 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


35<* 

is  not  a favour  which  your  parliament  folicics  j 

“ it  comes,  fire,  to  demand  jujlice.  That  juftice 

“ which  is  fubjedt  to  regulations,  independent 

“ of  the  will  of  man ; even  kings  themfelves 

“ are  fubfervient  to  them;  that  glorious  prince 

*{  Henry  the  Fourth  acknowledged  that  he  had 

**  two  fovereigns,  God,  and  the  laws.  * 

“ One  of  thefe  regulations  is  to  condemn  no 

“ orle  without  a hearing;  it  is  a duty  in  all 

“ times,  and  in  all  places  ; it  is  the  duty  of  all 

<e  men  ; and  your  majefty  will  allow  us  to  rc- 

**  prefent  to  you,  that  it  is  as  obligatory  on  you, 

“ as  on  your  fubjects.” 

“ It  is  therefore  in  the  name  of  thofe  laws 

“ which  preferve  empires ; in  the  name  of  that 

“ liberty  for  which  we  are  the  refpe&ful  inter- 

*c  preters  and  the  lawful  mediators;  in  the  name 

*£  of  your  authority,  of  whieh  we  are  the  firft  and 

tc  mod  confidential  minifters,  that  we  dare  to 

demand  the  trial  or  the  liberty  of  the  duke  of 

*c  Orleans,  and  the  two  exiled  magifirates,  who 

“ are  imprifoned  by  a fudden  order,  as  contrary  to 

“ the  fentiments  as  the  interefts  of  your  majefty.” 

„ Such  pretenfions  ftruck  at  once  at 

A.  D.  i -88  1 * 

the  root  of  arbitrary  power ; and  while 

they  delivered  the  fubjeCt  from  fear,  would  have 

difarmed  the  vengeance  of  the  fovereign.  But  wc 

have  already  noticed  the  fluctuating  coanfels  of  the 

court 
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court  of  Verfailles  ; and  Lewis,  as  often  as 
he  was  left  to  purfue  his  own  inclinations, 
adopted  meafures  of  reconciliation  j in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  he  recalled  the  duke 
of  Orleans  to  court,  and  permitted  the  return 
of  the  abbe  Sabatiere  and  monfieur  Freteau. 

The  parliament  of  Paris  had  not  confined 
their  demands  to  the  liberation  of  thefe  gentle- 
men, but  had  echoed  the  remonftrances  of  the 
parliament  of  Grenoble,  and  had  lou  ''y  in- 
veighed againft  the  execution  of  lect,:s  de 
cachet.  Thefe  repeated  remonftrances,  mingled 
with  perfonal  reflections,  feconded  moft  pro- 
bably the  fuggeftions  of  the  queen,  and 
Lewis  was  once  more  prevailed  on  to  recur 
to  feverity.  Monfieur  de  Lamoignon,  on  the 
difmiflal  of  Monfieur  de  Miromefnil,  had, 
on  the  recommendation  of  Monfieur  de  Ca- 
lonne,  been  entrufted  with  the  feals,  and  he 
ftill  continued  to  hold  them  under  the  admi- 
jiiftration  of  the  Archbilhop  of  Thouloufe. 
The  Chancellor  was  fummoned  by  Mon- 
fieur de  Brienne,  to  the  arduo.  s talk  of 
compofing  a new  court  of  jurifprudcnce } 
the  Cour  Plctiiere  was  to  be  the  refult  of 
their  joint  counfels ; each  meafure  for  the  e- 
ftablilhment  of  that  court  was  taken  with 
the  greateft  fecrecy  j a prefs  was  ereCied  at 
vol.  hi.  A a Verfailles ; 


■"Digflized  by  Google 


352 


LEWIS  XVI. 


Verfailles ; printers  were  employed  night  and 
dayj  and  the  avenues  were  ftridUy  guarded 
from  the  approach  of  curiofity  by  a triple 
row  of  bayonets. 

Thefe  appearances  of  myftcry  ferved  to 
excite  frefli  alarms  ; and  the  Parliament  of 
Paris  conceived  themfelves  too  deeply  inte- 
rtfted  in  the  event  to  be  deterred  by  any 
obftacles.  Monfieur  d’Efpremenil,  a mem- 
ber of  that  affembly,  pofleffed  himfelf  of 
the  important  fecret ; he  divulged  it  to  his  af- 
fociates } and  animated  them  to  oppofe  w.th 
their  combined  ftrength  a projeft  which  aimed 
at  nothing  lefs  than  their  final  extinction. 

The  court  of  Verfailles,  but  little  fatisfied 
with  the  difeovery  of  monfieur  d’Efpremenil, 
was  enflamed  by  the  boldnefs  with  which  he 
harangued  againft  its  defigns  } the  king  was 
perfuaded  that  examples  of  punilhment  were 
become  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of  his  power, 
and  meflieurs  d’Efpremenil  and  Monfambert, 
whofc  open  and  pointed  language  had  preffed 
moft  clofely  on  the  royal  authority,  were 
doomed  to  experience  its  immediate  refent- 
ment.  A body  of  armed  troops,  provided  with 
axes  to  force  the  doors  in  cafe  of  refiftance,  fur- 
rounded  the  Palais  ; the  Sieur  Vincent  d’A- 
gouft,  who  commanded  them,  entered  the  af- 
fembly, 
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fembly,  and  fccured  the  perfons  of  the  obnox- 
ious members.  Monfieur  d’Efpremenil  was 
conducted  to  the  (late  prifon  of  the  ifl.inds  of 
Sr.  Marguerite,  and  monfieur  de  Monl'ambert 
to  that  of  Pierre  Encife* 

The  a&ivity  of  monfieur  de  Brienne  had 
advanced  him  from  chief  of  the  council  of  fi- 
nance to  the  poft  of  firft  minifter,  and  his  zeal 
had  been  rewarded  with  a rich  abbey  and 
the  drchbifhoprick  of  Sens  : But  his  tranfient 
profperity  was  already  in  the  wain ; the  late 
inftance  of  defpotifin  was  followed  by  a re- 
tnonftrance  of  the  parliament,  which  exceeded 
in  boldnefs  all  the  former  reprefentations  of 
that  affembly.  They  declared  they  were 
now  more  ftrongly  confirmed,  by  every  pro- 
ceeding, of  the  entire  innovation  which  was 
aimed  at  in  the  conftitution.  “ But,  fire,” 
added  they,  “ the  French  nation  will  ne- 
“ ver  adopt  the  defpotic  mealures  to 
“ which  you  are  advifed,  and  the  effects  of 
which  alarm  the  moft  faithful  of  your  ma- 
ft  giftratesj  we  fhall  not  repeat  all  the  un- 
" fortunate  circumftances  which  afflift  us  ; 

“ we  fhall  only  reprefent  to  you,  with  re- 
« fpeftful  firmnefs,  that  the  fundamental 
« laws  of  the  kingdom  muft  not  be  tramp- 
“ led  upon  5 and  that  year  authority  can  only 
A a a , “ it 
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“ be  tfieemed , Jo  long  as  it  is  tempered  with 
“ jujlice." 

Language  fo  bold  and  decifive,  and  which 
a fie  r ted  the  controlling  power  of  the  laws  a- 
bove  the  regal  authority,  could  not  fail  of 
ferioufly  alarming  the  royal  bofom.  To  di- 
minifh  the  influence  of  parliament,  it  was 
determined  again  to  convene  the  notables ; 
and  about  the  beginning  of  May,  Lewis  ap- 
peared in  that  aflembly  ; and  after  complain- 
ing of  the  excefles  in  which  the  parliament 
of  Paris  had  indulged  themfelves,  and  which 
had  drawn  down  his  tardy  indignation  on  a 
few  of  the  members,  he  declared  his  refolu- 
tion,  inftead  of  annihilating  them  as  a body, 
to  bring  them  back  to  their  duty  and  obe- 
dience by  a falutary  reform.  Monfieur  de 
Lamcignon,  as  keeper  of  the  feals,  explained 
his  majefty’s  pleafure  to  eftablifh  a cour 
pleniere  or  fupreme  aflembly,  to  be  compo- 
fed  of  princes  of  the  blood,  peers  of  the 
realm,  great  officers  of  the  crown,  the 
clergy,  marefchals  of  France,  governors  of 
provinces,  knights  of  different  orders,  a de- 
putation of  one  member  from  every  parlia- 
ment, and  two  members  from  the  cham- 
bers of  councils  and  to  be  fummoned  as 
often  as  the  public  emergency,  in  tha  royal 
opinion,  fliould  render  it  requifite. 
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If  the  affembly  of  the  notables  liftened  in 
lilent  deference  to  the  project  of  their  fove- 
reign,  the  parliament  of  Paris  received  it  with 
every  fymptom  of  rooted  averfion  ; they  ftrongly 
protefted  againft  the  eftabliflhmenc  of  any  other 
tribunal,  and  declared  their  final  refolution  not 
to  affift  at  any  deliberations  in  the  fupreme  al- 
fembly  which  his  majefty  prepared  to  inftitute. 
A more  unexpected  mortification  occurred  to 
the  king  in  the  oppofition  of  feveral  peers  of  the 
realm ; thefe  exprefled  their  regret  at  behold- 
ing the  fundamental  principles  of  the  kingdom 
violated;  and  while  they  were  lavifh  in  their 
profeflions  of  attachment  to  the  perfon  of  their 
fovercign,  concluded  with  apologizing  for  not 
entering  on  thole  functions  afligned  them  in 
the  plenary  court,  as  inconfiftent  with  the  true 
interefts  of  his  majefty,  which  were  infepara- 
ble  from  thofe  of  the  nation. 

The  new  archbifliop  of  bens  was  ftartled  by 
thefe  appearances  of  general  dilcontent;  and 
his  advice  to  his  fovereign,  was  to  recall  once 
more  monfieur  Necker  to  the  admin iftration 
of  the  finances.  This  counfel,  which  had  it 
been  urged  and  adopted  fooner,  might  have 
been  productive  of  the  moft  falutary  effeCts, 
was  now  only  agreed  to  as  the  1 .ft  refource ; 
even  in  the  very  moment  of  giving  it,  the 
A a 3 miniftef 
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minifter  hefitated : Fie  had  flattered  himfelf 
with  the  idea  of  ftill  retaining  the  nominal 
direction  of  affairs ; but  his  rival  fuffered  him 
not  long  to  deceive  himfelf  with  that  vain 
hope  ; and  the  firft  ftipulation  of  monfieur 
Necker  was  the  immediate  difmififal  of  mon- 
fieur de  Brienne,  who,  defpoiled  of  power,  was 
left  to  confole  himfelf  w'ith  the  dignity  of  car- 
dinal, and  an  immenfe  revenue,  the  fruits  of 
his  minifterial  influence. 

Monfieur  de  Lamoignon,  whofe  elevation 
had  a fhort  time  preceded  that  of  the  archbifhop, 
was  foon  after  included  in  his  difgrace.  Though 
the  court  ftill  was  defirous  of  retaining  him  in 
office,  the  parliament  purfu'ed  him  with  impla- 
cable hatred  j tne  firmnefs  of  that  aflembly 
had  triumphed  over  the  propofed  eftablifh- 
inent  of  the  Cpitr  Pleniere-,  but  their  unwea- 
ried refentment  ftill  continued  to  attend  every 
patron  of  that  obnoxious  projeft.  Monfieur 
de  Lamoignon  was  unable  to  withftand  their  re- 
peated and  inceffant  attacks ; he  demanded  and 
obtained  his  difimiffion  from  office,  and  l’eemed 
at  firft  to  fupport  the  reverfe  of  fortune  with 
becoming  magnanimity ; but  the  myfterious 
circumftances  of  his  death  have  left  it  doubtful 
how  ^ far  his  fortitude  was  equal  to  the  ap- 
pearances he  afifumed.  He  was  accuftomed 

to 
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to  amufe  himfelf  with  fhooting  5 a few  days 
after  his  refignation,  he  had  walked  out  as 
if  in  purfuit  of  his  ufual  fports  j in  little 
more  than  an  hour  afterwards  he  was  difco- 
vered  by  a labourer  in  a grotto  of  the  garden, 
dead,  and  weltering  in  his  blood;  the  fufil, 
the  inftrument  of  his  fate,  was  by  his  fide; 
but  whether  difeharged  by  accident  or  defign 
has  never  been  afeertained.  Though  nei- 
ther addicted  to  play  or  pleafures,  and  long  in 
poffeflion  of  the  royal  favour,  Monfieur  de 
Lamoignon  left  his  paternal  eftate  deeply  bur- 
thened  with  debt;  and  was  accompanied  to 
the  tomb  by  the  unfeigned  tears  of  a wife  and 
children,  whofe  fortunes  he  had  ruined  : An 
upright  magiftrate  and  fincere  patriot,  he  fhook 
to  the  foundation,  the  magiftracy  and  the  king- 
dom ; and  he  bequeathed  his  example  a$  a fa- 
lutary  leffon  to  thofe  ambitious  fpirits  who  be- 
fiege  the  throne,  and  afpire  to  places  pf  emi- 
nence, without  firft  enquiring  whether  they 
poflfefs  the  neceflary  abilities  to  fill  them, 
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DISORDERS  AT  PARIS  ON  THE  DISMISSAL  OF  THE  ARCH- 
BISHOP OF  SENS  — RENEWED  ON  THE  RESIGNATION 
OF  MONSIEUR  DE  LAMOIGNON  — RECALL  OF  MON- 
SIEUR NECKER  — HIS  CHARACTER  — PROPOSAL  TO 
ASSEMBLE  THE  STATES  - GENERAL  — DIFFICULTIES 
THAT  OCCUR  IN  CONVENING  THEM— DEBATES  CON- 
CERNING THE  NUMBER  THE  THIRD  ESTATE  SHOULD 
BE  COMPOSED  OF  — DIFFERENCES  BETWEEN  THE 
PRINCES  OF  THE  BLOOD— PLAN  OF  MONSIEUR  NECK- 
ER  ADOPTED  — ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  STATES-GENERAL 
— SPEECH  OF  THE  KING  — OF  MONSIEUR  NECKER  — 
DIFFERENCES  BETWEfeN  THE  CLERGY  AND  NOBILITY, 
AND  THE  THIRD  ESTATE— THESE  ASSUME  THE  TI- 
TLE OF  COMMONS— ATTEMPT  OF  THE  KING  TO  ME- 
DIATE BETWEEN  THE  THREE  ESTATES  — THE  COM- 
MONS ARE  JOINED  BY  SEVERAL  OF  THE  CLERGY, 
AND  A FEW  OF  THE  NOBILITY  — THEY  DECLARED 
THEMSELVES  THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  — THEIR 
FIRST  DECREES  RESPECTING  THE  COLLECTION  OF 
THE  TAXES,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 


Th  E citizens  of  Paris  had  received  the  dif- 
mifial  of  the  late  minifter  with  the  loudefl  ac- 
clamations j but  the  joy  of  the  public  was 
loon  converted  into  mourning  by  an  event  dif- 
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aftrous  and  fanguinary.  The  populace,  in  the 
excefs  of  their  tranfports,  had  affembled  at  the 
Place  Daupbine  ■,  they  had  carried  about  in  tri- 
umph a figure  cloathed  in  epifcopal  robes,  of 
which  three-fifths  were  fattin,  and  two  of  paper; 
a fatirical  allufion  to  a late  decree,  which  au- 
thorized the  different  banks  to  make  two-fifths 
of  their  payments  in  paper.  The  figure  itfelf 
was  judged  with  ludicrous  folemnity,  and  con- 
demned to  the  flames.  An  ecclefiaftic,  who 
happened  to  pafs  by  at  that  moment,  was  ar- 
retted by  the  crowd ; they  beftowed  on  him 
the  name  of  the  Abbe  Vermont,  who  was  fup- 
pofed  to  enjoy  the  confidence,  and  direct  the 
counfels  of  the  late  minifter ; under  this  ficti- 
tious title,  they  compelled  him  to  confefs  the 
image ; which  was  immediately  after  burnt  with 
much  ceremony ; and  the  people,  gratified  with 
this  ideal  vengeance,  difperfed  without  any 
other  marks  of  diforder. 

The  populace  had  been  too  much  pleafed 
with  their  harmlefs  triumph,  not  to  be  defirous 
of  enjoying  it  again  ; they  accordingly  aflem- 
bled  the  fucceeding  day  on  the  fame  fpot;  but 
that  which  they  conceived  as  an  innocent  a- 
mufement  appeared  in  a very  different  light  to 
the  chevalier  Dubois,  who  commanded  the  ma- 
rechauffee  at  Paris.  Zealous  in  the  difeharge 
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of  his  duty,  and  eager  to  diftinguifh  himfelf 
by  his  peculiar  vigilance,  he  prepared  to  in- 
terrupt thefe  tumultuous  meetings,  which  he 
confidered  as  endangering  the  tranquillity  of 
the  capital.  The  obvious  method  would  have 
been  to  have  occupied  the  pafles  leading  to 
the  Place  Daupbine  early  in  the  morning,  and 
before  the  people  had  began  to  aflemble.  But 
whether  this  meafure  efcaped  the  penetration 
of  that  commander,  or  that  he  defpifed  too 
much  the  unarmed  and  undifeiplined  multi- 
tude to  execute  it,  it  is  certain  near  twenty 
thoufand  people  were  colleded  before  he 
thought  the  numbers  worthy  his  prefence ; even 
then  the  feeble  guard  that  accompanied  him 
proclaimed  his  contempt  of  refiftancc.  His 
flender  troop  confifted  only  of  twenty  mare- 
chauffee  mounted  on  horfeback,  fuftained  by 
fifty  on  foot.  His  appearance  at  the  head  of 
this  efcort  was  by  no  means  produftive  of  the 
terror  that  he  flattered  himfelf  he  Ihould  in- 
fpire;  the  people,  equally  deaf  to  his  threats 
and  admonitions,  ftill  kept  their  ground,  and 
refufed  to  difperfe ; and  the  chevalier  Dubois, 
fatigued  with  incfF,  dual  remonftrances,  at 
length  gave  the  reins  to  his  natural  impetuo- 
fity,  and  commanded  his  followers  to  charge. 

The 
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The  croud,  unable  to  fuftain  the  fury  of  the 
firft  attack,  were  broken  by  this  handful  of 
foldiers;  feveral  were  trampled  down  by  the 
horfes  of  the  cavalry,  feveral  were  wounded 
by  the  fwords  and  bayonets  of  their  enemies, 
and  not  a few  loft  their  lives  amidft  the  ge- 
neral confufion.  But  no  fooner  were  the  firft 
moments  of  furprife  over,  than  Ihame.  and  in- 
dignation triumphed  over  their  tranfient  fears : 
The  fpirits  of  the  citizens  were  reftored  by  the 
fmall  number  of  their  adverfaries ; their  cou- 
rage was  confirmed  by  the  diforderly  purfuit  of 
the  marechauflee,  who  in  the  exultation  of  ideal 
vi&ory  had  quitted  their  ranks,  and  renounced 
thofe  advantages  which  they  might  have  de- 
rived from  fuperior  difeipline  j in  a moment 
they  were  aflailed  on  every  fide  by  thofe  arms 
which  the  immediate  fury  of  the  people  fup- 
plicd}  the  feene  was  inftantly  changed;  the 
late  viftors  now  abandoned  themfelves  to  a 
precipitate  flight,  and  the  chevalier  Dubois 
was  the  foremoft  of  the  fugitives. 

The  people,  elated  by  this  eflay  in  arms, 
proceeded  to  force  the  guard  placed  near  the 
ftatue  of  Henry  the  Fourth  ; all  refiftance  was 
fwept  away  by  the  torrent  of  the  aflailants ; the 
yanquilhed  were  defpoiled  by  their  conquer- 
ors; their  arms  were  feized;  their  uniforms 
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were  burnt;  but  Tome  praife  is  due  to  the  mo- 
deration of  the  multitude,  who  in  the  midft  of 
popular  infurreflion  refpefled  the  lives  of  thefe 
unfortunate  men  ; and  cifmifled  them  after  this 
fevere  leffon  of  humiliation,  to  join  their  com- 
panions. 

Hundreds  of  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people 
difperfed  themfelves  through  the  city ; feveral 
guard  houfes,  which  flood  fe'paratc  from  other 
buildings,  were  fet  on  fire  by  this  diforderly 
troop;  but  on  attempting  to  poffei's  themfelves 
of  the  Greve , the  place  of  execution  in  Paris, 
they  were  repulfed  by  a bodv  of  regular  troops; 
and  many  atoned  with  their  lives  for  the  tumult 
they  had  engaged  in.  The  next  morning  order 
feerned  reftored  throughout  the  city ; but  the 
minds  of  the  people  flill  remained  agitated ; the 
embers  of  infurredlion  were  concealed,  but  not 
quenched ; and  the  breath  of  occafion  was  only 
wanting  to  wake  again  the  dormant  flame. 

This  was  fupplied  by  the  retreat  of  Mon- 
fieur  de  Lamoignon  ; on  that  event  the  fame 
feenes  were  re-commenced ; and  the  figure  of 
that  minifter  was  burnt  in  effigy  without  any 
interruption  from  the  police.  But  it  is  equally 
dangerous  to  treat  with  feverity,  or  abandon 
the  multitude  to  their  own  caprice ; and  the 
people  from  burning  in  effigy  Monficur  de  La- 
moignon, 
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moignon,  rufhed,  with  torches  in  their  hands, 
to  communicate  the  flames  to  the  houfes  of 
the  late  minifters,  and  to  that  of  the  chevalier 
Dubois. 

It  was  at  that  inftant  that  Monfieur  de  Bri- 
cnne,  the  brother  of  the  archbilhop,  and  fecre- 
tary  of  war,  arrived  from  Verfailles.  His  own 
hotel  was  threatened  by  the  infurgents  and 
h;s  concern  for  the  public  fafety  was  ftimulated 
by  perfonal  intereft:  Immediate  orders  were 
given  for  the  French  guards  to  march ; two 
different  detachments  entered  at  each  end  of 
the  ftreet  of  St.  Dominique,  where  the  great- 
eft  number  of  the  populace  had  affembled ; 
thefe  were  inftantly  pierced  by  the  charge  of 
the  regulars  j a number  perifhed  on  the  fpot, 
and  the  reft  fled  in  confufion,  and  concealed 
themfelves  in  the  adjacent  houfes  j at  the  fame 
time  the  ftreet  Melee,  where  the  chevalier  Du- 
bois refided,  prefented  afcenc  equally  fatal  and 
fenguinary. 

Amidft  thefe  diforders  the  weak  and  fluftu- 
ating  counfels  that  difgraced  the  cabinet  of 
Verfailles  prefent  themfelves  as  a predominant 
feature.  On  the  firft  tumultuary  affemblage 
of  the  people,  had  a ftrong  body  of  troops  been 
ported  in  the  different  ftreets  of  the  capital,  the 
crowd  over-awed  muft  inftantly  have  difperfed  ; 
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' their  momentary  rage  would  foon  have  given 
way  to  their  natural  levity  their  minds  would 
not  have  been  irritated  by  the  lofs  of  their 
companions } nor  their  fpirits  elated  by  their 
vaunted  triumph  over  a feeble  band  of  mare- 
chauff-ie  ; but  the  imbecility  of  the  court , neg- 
lected the  firft  fparks  of  infurredtion,  and  after- 
wards endeavoured  in  vain  to  extinguilh  the  . 
flame  with  the  blood  of  the  people. 

Another  effedt,  which  was  little  apprehended, 
but  which  was  attended  by  confequences  of  the 
utmoft  magnitude,  was  produced  by  thefe  tu- 
multuary conflicts.  In  every  government  the 
citizens  are  accuftomed  to  regard  the  military 
with  terror  and  fufpicion ; ftanding  armies  ever 
have  been,  and  ever  muft  remain,  an  objedt  of 
jealoufy  to  the  bulk  of  mankind  : But  the  fol- 
dier,  though  in  fome  meafure  feparated  by  his 
profcflion  from  his  fellow  citizens,  is  by  no 
means  indifferent  to  their  reproaches,  or  inlen- 
Cble  of  their  hatred.  In  the  late  difturbances 
the  French  guards  beheld  themfelves  loaded 
with  the  invectives  of  the  capital ; they  were 
perfuaded  to  blulh  at  the  part  they  had  adted 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  their  officers  j fcn- 
timents  of  patriotifm  fucceeded  to  thofe  of  im- 
plicit fubmiflion  they  wifhed  to  be  reftored  to 
the  favourable  opinion  of  their  countrymen} 

they 
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they  declared  they  were  engaged  to  defend,  and 
not  to  opprefs  the  people ; and  the  language  of 
an  individual  corps  was  foon  generally  diffufed 
throughout  the  army. 

The  parliament,  fo  lately  reftorcd,  beheld  not 
in  filence  the  commotions  which  fhook  the  ca- 
pital. The  chevalier  Dubois  was  commanded 
to  appear  before  that  afiembly.  The  orders 
which  he  produced  ftifled  all  judicial  proceed- 
ings againft  him,  but  could  not  extinguifh  the 
refentment  of  his  fellow-citizens  ■,  the  public 
tranquillity  feemed  to  require  his  abfence ; and 
government,  though  reluctantly,  confented  to 
the  facrifice,  and  removed  him  to  a diftance 
from  the  capital. 

The  marechal  Due  de  Biron,  who  had  ac- 
cepted the  command  of  Paris,  was  alio  fum- 
moned  before  the  tribunal  of  the  parliament. 
He  pleaded  his  age  and  infirmities,  which  no 
longer  allowed  him  to  partake  the  aClive  du- 
ties of  life ; and  this  excufe,  which  ought  to 
have  prevented  him  from  afpiring  to  a truft 
which  he  was  no  longer  capable  of  difeharging, 
was  received  by  the  companion  of  the  Parlia- 
ment as  a palliation  of  his  conduct ; but  the 
popular  indignation  augmented  the  weight  of 
years  j and  in  lefs  than  a month  from  this 
, event. 
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event,  the  Due  de  Biron,  opprefled  by  regret, 
breathed  his  laft. 

The  late  unhappy  difturbanccs  had  call  a 
gloom  over  the  minds  of  the  Parifians,  but  a 
ray  of  hope  burft  upon  them  from  the  recall 
cf  Monfieur  Necker  to  rhc'adminiftration.  We 
have  already  noticed  how  invariably  hitherto 
the  public  confidence  had  been  attached  to  the 
meafures  of  that  gentleman ; the  credit  of  an 
individual  feemed  at  this  moment  to  fupport 
the  tottering  ftate  of  France ; and  the  people 
flattered  diemfelves  that  the  national  wealth, 
which  had  been  fo  long  diverted  from  its  pro- 
per courfe,  would,  by  his  integrity  and  ability, 
be  again  reftored  to  its  natural  channel. 

Few  characters  have  been  more  feverely  feru- 
tinized  than  that  of  Monfieur  Necker;  while 
his  fritnds  and  partizans,  zealous  and  grateful, 
have  attributed  to  him  every  quality  that  can 
adorn  a great  minifter,  his  rivals  and  opponents 
have  endeavoured  to  ftrip  him  of  every  preten- 
fion  to  merit : In  a commercial  line,  the  faci-. 
lity  and  depth  of  his  calculations  had  challeng- 
ed the  approbation  of  his  contemporaries;  as 
comptroller- general,  his  fplendid  projeftof  fup- 
porting  a war  by  loans  without  taxes,  had  at- 
tracted the  admiration  of  his  countrymen;  while 
the  fevere  reform  which  he  had  introduced  into 
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the  royal  houfehold,  flattered  and  gratified  the 
applauding  multitude.  But  the  commerce  of  a 
great  people  is  not  to  be  arranged  like  that  of 
a Ample  individual:  Frugality,  induftry,  and  pro- 
bity, are  the  bafis  on  which  the  latter  is  founded  j 
while  the  former  requires  in  addition,  liberality 
of  fentiment,  expanded  ideas,  and  penetration  fel- 
dom  to  be  eluded.  The  projedt  of  monfieur 
Necker,  in  maintaining  a war  eftablilhment  with- 
out increafing  the  burdens  of  the  people,  was  in- 
deed captivating  and  magnificent ; but  it  was  at- 
tended by  two  fatal  confequenccs } it  opened  to 
his  fucceflbrs  the  facility  of  borrowing,  a mea- 
fure  which  mull  ever  ultimately  prove  fatal  to  a 
nation  j while  no  fecurity  being  immediately  ap- 
propriated to  the  payment  of  thefe  new  loans,  th* 
monied  men  availed  thcmfelves  of  this  defect  to 
advance  the  fupplies  at  an  exorbitant  advantage. 

If  the  talents  of  monfieur  Necker  had  been 
feverely  exercifed  when,  amidft  a war  which  agi- 
tated almoft  all  Europe,  he  formerly  occupied 
the  poll  of  comptroller-general,  his  fituation  was 
not  lefs  delicate  when,  on  the  eve  of  civil  commo- 
tion, he  was  called  again  to  diredt  the  finances  of 
France. 

That  government  pofleflcd  indeed  the  re- 
fources  of  an  immenfe  territory!  a country  fer- 
tile in  every  ncceflfary  produdiion  ; pQrts  and 
vol.  hi,  B b bar- 
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harbours  which  invited  to  commerce  ; and  a 
people  equally  fkilful  to  guide  the  plough  or  the 
loom.  With  thefe  advantages  its  internal  wealth 
and  happinefs  ought  to  have  kept  pace  with  its 
power  and  grandeur : But  before  the  harvefts  of 
the  ftate  could  arrive  at  maturity,  before  the  re- 
venues could  be  collected  into  the  public  trea- 
fury,  they  for  near  a century  part;  had  been  antici- 
pated by  needy  and  prodigal  minifters  } and 
France  groaned  beneath  a national  debt  of  five 
milliards,  or  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  eight 
millions  fterling. 

The  acclamations  which  welcomed  monfieur 
Necker  to  the  capital  could  not  banilh  from  his 
mind  tire  difficulties  he  had  to  ftruggle  with  $ 
he  was  fenfible  that  monfieur  de  Calonne  and 
the  archbifhop  of  Sens  had  both  funk  under  the 
public  diilrefs,  and  the  impracticability  of  raifing. 
the  necefTary  fupplies:  That  dillrefs  was  not  di- 
miniflred ; and  unlefs  fome  expedient  could  be 
adopted  to  re-eflablilh  public  credit,  he  forefaw 
his  own  fate  in  thofe  of  his  prcdecefibrs. 

The  foie  expedient  that  appeared  likdy  to  pro- 
duce the  defired  effect  was  the  alfembly  of  the 
ftates-general : That  alfembly  had  been  demand- 
ed by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  people  j but 
it  was  certainly  with  reludtance  that  the  fove- 
reign  contented  to  convene  a body  of  men,  whofe 
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p bwers  and  popularity  mud  overlhadow  his  own 
authority,  and  whofe  jurifdi&ion  would  confine 
within  narrow  limits  the  ample  prerogative  he  had 
inherited  from  his  predeceflbts. 

Even  monfieur  Necker  himfclf  was  not  a little 
embarraffed  by  the  choice  of  difficulties  which  pre- 
fented  themfelves  in  aflembling  the  ftates-general. 
Thefe  had  been  wholly  difeontinued  during  the 
two  preceding  reigns ; and  though  the  queen  re- 
gent, during  the  troubles  which  attended  the 
minority  of  Lewis  XIV.  frequently  exprefied  her 
intention  of  calling  them  together,  fhe  was  con  • 
ftantly  difluaaed  by  the  reprefentations  of  the 
crafty  Mazarin.  The  parliament  a!fo,  who  be- 
gan now  to  repent  their  late  patriotic  remon- 
ftrances  ; and  who,  recovering  from  the  fumes  of 
enthufiafm,  beheld  with  terror,  in  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  the  ftates-general,  the  extin&ion 
of  their  own  political  confequence,  endeavoured 
to  augment  the  perplexity  of  the  minifter,  by 
fupporting  the  pretenfions  of  the  nobles  and 
clergy  againft  the  commons  pretenfions  which 
they  had  themfelves  but  lately  protefted  againft 
as  unconftitutional. 

from  the  reign  of  Philip  the  Fair,  the  period 
in  which  the  third  eftate,  or  repnfentatives  of  the 
emmons , had  firft  been  admitted  into  the  aflem- 
bly  of  the  ftates-general,  to  the  year  1614,  the 
B b 3 influence 
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influence  of  that  eftate  had  undergone  a confider- 
able  fludluation  ; its  numbers  had  been  occafion- 
ally  varied  ; it  had  always  pofiefled  a greater 
number  of  voices  than  either  of  the  other  or- 
ders feparated,  but  had  never  been  equal  to  the 
nobility  and  clergy  united : The  interefting  quef- 
ftion  was  now  propofed,  whether  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  commons  ought  to  be  confined  to  a 
third  in  number  of  the  ftates-general ; or,  whe- 
ther they  ought  to  be  allowed  a number  equal 
to  the  other  two  orders  united  ? 

An  ofcjedt  fo  important  could  not  fail  of  being 
difeufled  with  warmth  and  ability ; the  partizans 
of  either  party  were  numerous  and  adtive  ; the 
prefs  groaned  with  inceflant  publications;  even 
the  fentiments  of  the  princes  of  the  blood  were 
divided  ; and  while  the  count  d’Artois,  the  princes 
of  Conde  and  Conti,  with  the  duke  de  Bourbon, 
fupported  the  ancient  pretenfions  of  the  nobility, 
the  due  d’Orleans,  facrificing  every  narrow  confi- 
deration,  ranged  himfelf  on  the  popular  fide,  and 
declared  openly  for  the  commons.  His  fenti- 
ments were  received  with  the  loudeft  applaufe, 
and  the  people  looked  with  gratitude  towards  a 
leader,  w'ho  in  defending  their  rights  was  deaf  to 
the  voice  of  perfonal  intereft. 

The  declaration  of  the  duke  d’Orleans  was 
foon  after  followed  by  the  decifion  of  Monfieur 
Necker;  his  propofal  was,  after  long  and  ferious 
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deliberation,  approved  by  the  king,  and  regiftered 
by  the  parliament.  It  fixed  the  number  of  de- 
puties to  the  ftates-general  at  one  thoufand  and 
upwards ; it  ordained,  that  the  reprefcntatives  of 
the  third  eftate,  or  commons,  fhould  equal  in 
number  thofe  of  the  nobility  and  clergy  united  j 
and  it  decreed  that  the  different  bailiwicks,  in  re- 
turning their  members,  Ihould  be  guided  by  the 
ftandard  of  population. 

In  this  moment  of  fermentation,  when  the 
hopes  and  fears  of  people  were  equally  awaken- 
ed, the  election  of  deputies  for  the  ftates-gene- 
ral was,  with  fome  few  exceptions,  conduced 
with  tranquillity : At  Paris  indeed  the  conteft  was 
long  and  fevere ; Monfieur  d’Epremenil,  who 
formerly  had  fuffered  from  the  royal  indignation, 
and  had  been  confined  in  the  ftate  prifon  of  the 
iflands  of  St.  Marguerite  j and  the  abbe  Sieyes, 
who  had  defended  with  energy  the  pretenfions  of 
the  third  eftate,  in  a popular  performance  entitled, 
ghitji-ce-qus  Is  ‘Tisrs-Etat , were  named  among 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  capital. 

The  advice  of  Monfieur  Necker  had  fwelled 
the  deputies  of  the  third  ftate  to  an  equality  in 
number  with  the  united  orders  of  the  clergy  and 
the  nobility ; but  this  concelfion,  important  as  it 
feemed,  might  yet  be  evaded  ; and  it  was  early 
forefeen,  by  thofe  who  confidered  with  attention 
B b 3 the 
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the  fituation  of  the  two  parties,  that  the  nobility 
and  clergy,  (who  had  already  offered  to  bear  their 
part  of  the  burden  of  the  ftate)  to  preferve  their 
influence,  would  urge  their  claim  to  vote  byor- 
der j while  the  reprefentatives  of  the  conqmons 
would  be  equally  ftrenuous  that  every  queftion 
flioujd  be  decided  by  a plurality  of  voices  ; that 
this  difference  of  opinion  would  foon  increafe  into 
an  open  fchifm ; and  would  deftroy  that  unani- 
mity fo  neceffary  to  the  public  tranquillity,  and 
fo  effential  to  the  deliberations  of  the  ftates-ge- 
peral, 

Thofe  who  ventured  to  foretell  theie 
A'  D'  confequences,  were  not  difappointed  by 
the  event.  On  the  fifth  of  May.  1789, 
the  king  opened  at  Verfailles  the  long  expe&ed 
affembly  of  the  ftates-general.  His  fpeech  on 
this  occafion  was  fuch  as  became  the  lovereign 
and  the  friend  of  the  people  : He  declared,  “ that 
the  day  which  his  heart  had  fo  long  panted  after 
“ was  at  length  arrived,  in  which  he  beheld 
" himfelf  furrounded  by  the  reprefentatives  of  a 
(c  nation,  which  it  was  his  glory  to  reign  over.’* 

“ That  though  a long  interval  had  elapfed 
“ fince  the  ftates-general  had  been  affembled, 
“ and  though  thofe  affemblies  had  appeared  to 
have  funk  into  difufe,  yet  he  had  not  hefitated 
ft  to  re-eftahlifh  them  again,  is  a l’ource  from 
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whence  the  kingdom  might  derive  additional 
ftrength,  and  which  might  open  to  the  nation 
a new  profpeft  of  happinefs. 

“ The  national  debt,”  he  added,  “ fo  confi- 
derable  at  his  accefiion  to  the  throne,  had  been 
augmented  during  his  reign  ; this  was  to  be 
attributed  to  a war  expenfive  indeed,  but  ho- 
nourable j the  increafe  of  taxes  had  been  the 
neceffary  confequence,  and  had  rendered  ftill 
more  apparent  the  inequality  with  which  they 
were  levied. 

“ A general  dilcontent,  an  eager  thirffc  for  in- 
novations had,”  he  oblerved,  t£  pervaded  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  might' finally  tend 
to  delude  them  from  their  duty,  if  their  o- 
pinions  were  not  recalled  by  counfels  at  once 
wife,  moderate,  and  united. 

“ It  was  in  that  confidence,  that  he  had  af- 
fembled  the  ftates-general  j and  he  beheld 
with  pleafure  his 'expectations  juftified  by  the 
difpofition  which  the  nobility  and  clergy  had 
already  fliewn  to  renounce  all  pecuniary  ad- 
vantages: And  he  flattered  himfelf  that  the 

hope  he  had  conceived,  to  behold  all  the 
orders  unanimoully  concur  with  himfelf  in 
purfuing  the  public  good,  would  not  be  dis- 
appointed. 

“ In  his  own  expences,”  he  faid,  “ he  had  al- 
ii b 4 ready 
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" ready  made  confiderable  redu&ions.  But  with 

every  exertion  of  ceconomy,  he  dreaded  that 
“ he  fhould  not  be  able  to  diminifh  the  burdens 
“ of  his  fubjetfts  fo  foon  as  he  defired ; that 
“ he  fhould  fubmit  to  their  infpedlion,  an  exadt 
“ account  of  the  finances  ; and  when  they  had 
“ examined  them,  he  was  allured  they  would 
**  propofe  the  means  moft  efficacious  to  eftablifh 
**  permanent  order,  and  to  raife  the  public 
**  credit  : This  grand  and  falutary  work,  which 
" would  aflure  the  internal  happinefs,  and  the 
ct  external  grandeur  of  the  kingdom,  ought 
“ continually  to  occupy  their  thoughts. ' 

“ The  minds  of  the  people  ftill  indeed  re- 
“ mained  agitated  ; but  the  reprefentative  body 
*c  of  the  nation  would  doubtlefs  only  liften  to 
ct  the  language  of  wifdom  and  prudence  ; they 
**  themfelves  had  obferved  how  often  that  lan- 
" guage  had  been  negledted  j but  the  fpirit  of 
" their  deliberations,  (he  doubted  not)  would 
“ anfwer  to  the  true  fentiments  of  a generous 
<f  people,  who  had  ever  been  diftinguiffied  by 
“ their  attachment  to  the  throne. 

“ I know  (continued  the  prince)  the  authority 
“ and  power  of  a juft  king  in  the  midft  of  a 
,c  peop'e,-  faithful,  and  ever  devoted  to  the 
f<  principles  of  the  monarchy  : That  authority 
((  and  power  have  conftituced  the  glory  and 
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tf  grandeur  of  France  ; and  it  is  my  duty,  and 
*(  I ever  will  firmly  maintain  them. 

“ But  whatever  can  be  expe&ed  for  the 
“ public  welfare,  whatever  can  be  demanded  of 
u a fovereign,  the  friend  of  his  people,  you  may, 
“ you  ought,  to  hope  from  my  fentiments. 

" That  a perfect  unanimity  may  reign  through 
“ this  alTembly ; that  this  period  may  become 
“ for  ever  memorable  for  the  happinefs  and  the 
" profperity  of  the  kingdom,  is  the  wilh  of  my 
*'  heart,  is  the  moft  fervent  of  my  prayers ; it  is 
**  the  reward  that  I expett  for  the  uprightnefs  of 
“ my  intentions,  and  my  love  for  my  people.” 
Such  was  the  language  delivered  from  the 
throne  on  the  firft  meeting  of  the  ftates-general- 
The  patriotic  fentiments  of  the  fovereign  were 
followed  by  a cold  and  infipid  harangue  from  the 
keeper  of  the  feals,  which  was  received  without 
attention,  and  immediately  configned  to  oblivion. 

But  far  different  was  the  reception  of  the 
fpeech  of  monfieur  Necker ; every  word  was 
ftrongly  imprinted  in  the  minds  of  the  auditors, 
and  every  fentiment  expofed  to  the  fevereft 
ferutiny.  He  ftated,  that  the  fame  power  which 
had  thought  proper  to  fummon,  might  alfo 
have  prevented  the  meeting  of  the  ftaces  gene- 
ral ; that  though,  in  refpeifl:  to  the  finances,  the 
public  deficit  was  confiderable,  that  various 
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refources  remained,  without  having  recourie 
to  this  extraordinary  expedient.  He  then  touch- 
ed upon  the  difficulties  that  had  occurred  in 
convening  the  afiembly ; he  reprefented  the  faci- 
lity with  which  ft  king  of  France  could  always 
render  himfelf  mafter  of  their  determinations, 
fhould  thefe  depend  upon  a plurality  of  voices ; 
and  he  finifhed  by  ftrongly  infinuating  the  pro- 
priety of  deciding  every  queftion  by  a majority 
of  the  orders  taken  feparately. 

It  was  the  misfortune  of  monfieur  Necker  on 
this  occafion,  to  be  defirous  of  pleafmg  both 
parties,  and  of  confequence  he  obtained  the  per- 
manent confidence  of  neither  ; the  acclamations 
of  the  giddy  multitude  Hill  indeed  attended  him, 
but  fevcral  deputies  of  the  third  ejiate  or  com- 
mons, regarded  already  with  fufpicion  the  mini- 
fter  who  reprefented  the  meeting  of  the  ftates- 
general  merely  as  the  effeft  of  royal  compli- 
ance, inftead  of  a conftitutional  right : They 

were  ftill  lefs  fatisfied  with  the  fyftem  he  in- 
clined to,  to  decide  every  queftion  by  a majority 
of  orders  inftead  of  voices ; while  the  clergy 
and  nobility  recolle&ed  with  indignation,  that 
his  counfcls  had  Ihaken  their  former  fuperio- 
rity,  and  had  fwelled  the  commons  to  equal  in 
number  the  other  two  eftates. 

^either  the  unanimity  recommended  by  the 
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king,  nor  the  fyftem  of  policy  inculcated  by 
his  minifter,  had  a momentary  effe£t  on  the  Hates- 
general.  Scarce  the  monarch  had  left  the  hall, ' 
before  the  clergy  and  the  nobility  retired  to  their 
different  chambers  to  verify  their  powers.  The 
third  eftate  regarded  this  reparation  with  evident 
jealoufy ; they  confidered  it  as  an  open  attempt 
in  the  other  two  eftates  to  eftablifh  the  fyftem 
which  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  minifter  of 
the  finances.  Compofing  in  number  one  half 
of  that  afiembly,  the  commons  were  determined 
never  to  fubmit  to  the  claims  of  the  nobility  and 
clergy  to  vote  by  orders,  and  thus  to  reduce 
themfelves  to  a third  part  of  the  afiembly 
a conceffion  which  they  aflerted  would  have 
rendered  illufory  the  rights  which  had  been  ac- 
knowledged in  the  third  eftate  j and  why,  added 
they,  have  we  been  granted  a moiety  of  voices, 
if  th.ofe  voices  are  to  be  confidered  as  only 
compofing  a third  ? 

The  third  eftate,  which  had  remained  in  the 
hall  appointed  for  their  deliberations,  prefied 
the  other  two  orders  to  continue  with  them, 
and  to  verify  their  powers  in  common.  They 
urged,  that  at  prefent  the  important  queftion  was 
by  no  means  concerned  whether  they  fliould  de- 
liberate by  orders,  or  by  numbers  ; and  that 
the  foie  matter  in  difpute  was  a Ample  verifica- 
tion of  powers.  Several  days  pafied  in  fruitlcfs 
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invitations  and  negotiations  5 the  patience  of  the 
third  eftate  was  at  length  exhaufted  j they  de- 
termined to  proceed  to  bulinefs,  and  they  af- 
fumed  the  title  of  commons ; a title  which  we  have 
already  bellowed  upon  them  by  anticipation. 

On  the  eleventh  of  May,  the  nobility  alfo,  after 
having  verified  their  powers,  declared  themfelves 
a legal  affembly ; but  the  clergy  followed  their 
march  with  more  cautious  Heps.  They  deferred 
the  verification  of  their  powers,  and  regarding 
themfelves  as  yet  compofing  no  conftitutional  bo- 
dy, they  offered  their  mediation  between  the  other 
two  orders.  But  the  minds  of  each  party  grew 
daily  more  hoftile  ; the  fchifm  became  Hill  wider  ■, 
and  at  length  the  royal  interpolation  was  deemed 
neceffary  to  compofe  thofe  differences  which 
blafted  the  happy  fruits  that  had  been  expefted 
from  the  meeting  of  the  llates-general. 

But  the  feeds  of  difcontent  had  taken  root  too 
deeply  to  be  eafily  eradicated ; in  vain  did  Lewis 
recommend,  in  the  moll  perfuafive  terms,  that 
unanimity  which  alone  could  give  weight  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  affembly ; his  plan  of  conci- 
liation produced  only  debates,  affemblies  of  com- 
miffaries,  addreffes,  and  deputations,  eloquent 
but  indecifive.  Several  weeks  were  confumed  in 
ineffectual  motions  on  the  lcarcity  of  corn,  the 
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diftrefs  of  the  people,  the  regulation  of  the  po- 
lice, and  the  validity  of  eledtions. 

At  length,  about  the  middle  of  June,  the  im- 
patience of  the  commons  prevailed  over  every 
other  confideration  ■,  feveral  of  the  clergy,  already 
alhamed  of  their  ina&ivity,  had  confented  to  ve- 
rify their  powers  in  the  prefence  of  the  third 
eftate;  their  example  had  been  followed  by  a 
fmall  body  of  the  nobility  ; and,  on  the  fifteenth 
of  June,  the  abbe  Sieyes,  availing  himfelf  of 
this  event,  made  his  celebrated  motion. 

He  reprefented,  “ that  the  aflembly  already  con- 
« filled  of  deputies  returned  by  a very  confider- 
« able  majority  of  the  nation  j that  fuch  a body 
,c  ought  not  to  remain  inactive  becaufe  a cer- 
“ tain  defcription  of  citizens  obftinately  per- 
« fevered  in  abfenting  themfelves;  that  it  be- 
“ longed  to  them  to  proclaim  the  general  wilhes 
« of  the  nation  j that  no  intermediate  power 
“ could  cxift  between  them  and  the  throne ; and 
“ that  the  title  of  known  and  acknowledged  repre- 
« Jentatives  of  the  nation  belonged  to  that  alfem- 
« bly  : That  it  no  longer  became  them  to  defer 
« the  falutary  work  of  reftoring  order  to  the  ua- 
<<  tion,  in  the  vain  hope  that  the  deputies  now 
u abfent  would  unite  with  them,  and  partake 
ff  the  labours  of  re-eftablifhing  the  glory  and 
“ happinefs  of  France.” 
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June  i«.  After  long  and  animated  debates  thf- 
'7*9-  commons,  on  the  fifteenth  of  June,  a- 
dopted  the  fpirit  of  the  abbe  Seiyes’s  motion ; 
rejefting  at  the  fame  time  the  title  of  known  and 
acknowledged  repre/cntatives  of  the  nation , and  fub- 
ftituting  in  the  place  of  it  that  of  the  National 
Assembly. 

The  new  affembly  immediately  took  the  ne- 
ceffary  oaths,  and,  as  the  firft  aft  of  authority, 
they  declared  that  the  different  taxes  collected 
throughout  the  kingdom,  as  never  having  re- 
ceived the  confent  of  the  nation,  were  illegal  and 
null ; but  at  the  fame  time  that  the  prefervation 
and  fafety  of  the  date  demanded  the  continuation 
of  them  j and  they  therefore  decreed,  that  they 
fhould  be  levied  as  before,  until  the  time  that  the 
national  affembly  fhould  be  prorogued  ■,  but  from 
the  moment  that  event,  from  whatever  caufe  it 
might  proceed,  fhould  take  place,  then  all  im- 
ports and  contributions,  which  had  not  been  no- 
minally, formally  and  freely  granted  by  the  af- 
fembly, fhould  entirely  ceafe  in  every  province 
of  the  kingdom. 

At  the  fame  time  the  affembly  declared,  that  as 
foon  as  they  had  afeertaintd  the  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  they  would  direft  their  attention  to 
the  public  debt;  placing  from  this  moment  the 
creditors  of  the  ftate  under  the  fafeguard  of  the 
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honour  and  faith  of  tht  French  nation:  And,  to 
alleviate  the  fears  of  the  people,  a committee  of 
fubfiftence  was  immediately  eftablilhed,  to  enquire 
into  the  caufes  of  the  dearth  which  at  that  mo- 
ment afflicted  the  kingdom. 

It  is  fcarce  pofflble  to  defcribe  the  different  fen- 
fations  and  effects  which  this  memorable  day  pro- 
duced. The  people,  in  the  moment  of  triumph, 
abandoned  themlelves  to  all  the  intoxication  of 
joy : “ One  hour,”  faid  they,  “ has  deftroyed 
"*»'  the  prejudices  and  flavery  of  eight  hundred 
“ centuries ; the  nation  has  once  more  refumed 
« its  rights,  and  reafon  has  again  afferted  her 
<c  fway.  The  clergy  and  the  nobles,  beneath 
**  whole  ufurpations  we  have  fo  long  groan <fd, 
“ have  vanilhed  from  our  fight;  the  charm  is 
“ broken,  and  the  voice  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
“ the  commons  is  become  tlie  voice  of  the  na- 
" don.” 

On  the  other  fide,  the  nobility  and  clergy 
watched  the  courfe  of  the  torrent  with  a mixture 
of  terror  and  indignation;  they  beheld  the  preten- 
fions  of  the  commons  fweeping  before  them  thofe 
exclufive  privileges  which  had  long  been  attached 
to  their  orders,  and  which  long  cuftom  had  al- 
moft  converted  into  rights : “ It  is  not,”  exclaim- 
ed they,  “our  own  defixu&ion  that  we  lament j 
“ it  is  the  fubverfion  of  the  monarchy.” 


Nor 
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Nor  could  the  fovereign  himfelf  be  indifferent 
to  the  prolpcdt  before  him : He  had  liftened  to 
the  complaints  of  his  people ; he  had  reftored  the 
commons  to  their  deareft  and  mod  ancient  rights} 
but  he  had  moll  probably  given  way  to  the  flat- 
tering illufion,  that  it  would  always  be  in  his 
power  to  reftrain  their  zeal  within  certain  bounds » 
it  is  not  impollible  that  he  had  even  conceived 
the  hope,  after  tffing  their  influence  to  eftablilh 
the  new  taxes,  and  rellore  regularity  to  the  fi- 
nances, that  he  might  be  able  to  let  this  popular 
aficmbly  fink  once  more  into  diful'e.  But  if  he 
had  indulged  this  pleafing  dream,  he  was  foon 
awakened  from  it  by  the  new  pretenfions  and  de- 
clarations of  the  third  eltate.  Borne  away  by  the 
ltream,  the  clergy  and  nobles  feemed  to  ftretch 
forth  their  hands  and  implore  the  protection  of 
the  crown  ; his  favourites  affailed  his  ears  with 
dark  and  gloomy  reprefentations ; even  his  royal 
confort  is  fuppofed  to  have  joined  in  predicting 
the  dangerous  influence  the  commons  were  likely 
to  acquire : The  flexile  difpofition  of  Lewis  was 
unequal  to  the  weight  of  united  folicitation ; he 
yielded  to  the  interefted  importunities  of  thole 
around  him ; and  determined  once  more  to  op- 
pole  the  royal  authority  to  the  enthufiafm  of  the 
people. 
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Chapter  the  Forty-Eighth. 


FORTITUDE  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  — SPEECH 
AND  DECLARATION  OF  THE  KING  — CONDUCT  OF  THE 
CLERGY  AND  NOBILITY  — DECLARATION  OF  THE  NA- 
TIONAL ASSEMBLY  — JOINED  BY  THE  DUKE  OF  ORLEANS 
AND  SEVERAL  OF  THE  NOBILITY— RE-UNION  OF  THE 
THREE  ORDERS —^MOVEMENT  OF  TROOPS  — MARECHAL 
DE  BROOLIO  DECLARED  GENERAL  — COMMOTIONS  AT 
PARIS —DISMISSAL  OF  MONSIEUR  NECKER  — INSURREC- 
TION OF  THE  CAPITAL  — TAKING  OF  THE  BASTILE  — 
EXECUTION  OF  THE  MARQUIS  DE  LAUNAY  — DISCON- 
TENT OF  THE  ARMY  — THE  KING  SIGNIFIES  HIS  CON- 
SENT TO  RECALL  MONSIEUR  NECKER  — APPEARS  AT 
PARIS  — APPROVES  OF  MONSIEUR  BAILLY  AS  MAYOR  OF 
PARIS,  AND  THE  MARQUIS  DE  LA  FAYETTE  AS  COLONEL 
GENERAL  OF  THE  MILITIA  — FATE  OF  MESSIEURS.  FOU- 
LON  AND  BERTH1ER  — FLIGHT  OF  COUNT  D ARTOIS,  &c. 
— CONDUCT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY. 


TP  HE  moment  was  now  rapidly  ap-  june2Ij 
proaching,  when  that  authority  which  the  ,78s- 
national  aflembly  had  acquired  by  its  eloquence, 
was  to  be  maintained  by  its  courage  and  perfe- 
verance.  On  the  twenty- firft  of  June  the  depu- 
ties, on  prelentihg  themfelves  at  the  entrance  of 
vol,  hi.  C c the 
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the  Saloon,  found  thd  door  Ihut,  and  all  admif- 
fion  precluded  by  a numerous  guard.  The  reafon 
afiigned  for  this  extraordinary  ftcp  was  the  pre  • 
parations  for  the  king,  who  had  declared  his  in- 
tention to  be  prefent  on  the  tsventy-third.  Sur- 
pril'ed,  but  undaunted,  the  members  immediately 
adjourned  to  a neighbouring  tennis-court,  where 
they  refolved,  that  in  this  alarming  jun&ure  the 
deputies  of  the  nation  ought  to  fwear,  “ that  they 
“ confidered  themfelves  infeparable  i and  that 
“ they  would  continue  to  afiemble  in  every  place 
“ pradicable.”  A general  enthufiafm  prevailed; 
all  unanimoufly  crowded  to  take  the  oath ; and 
this  folemn  aiTociation  in  defence  oF  the  common 
caul'e  was  reduced  into  writing  by  the  fecretary, 
and  figned  by  every  one  prefent. 

On  the  eniuing  morning  the  afiembly  met  in 
a church  •,  and  its  numbers  were  again  augmented 
by  a confiderable  body  of  the  clergy,  who  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  verify  their  powers.  This 
frelh  acceffion  of  ftrength,  with  the  fandity  of 
the  place  affeded,  every  mind ; it  was  a moment 
of  triumph  to  Mr.  Builly  in  particular,  who  hav- 
ing long  dilbnguiflied  himfelf  as  an  academician, 
was  at  this  important  crifis  nominated  to  prefide 
in  the  national  afiembly. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  June,  the  day  that  had 
been  appointed  by  the  king,  the  three  orders  af- 
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fembled  in  the  Grand  Saloon  of  Ver failles.  His 
majefiy  opened  the  affemblv  by  a fpeech,  in  which 
he  complained  of  that  divifion  which  prevailed 
among  them,  fo  fatal  to  the  hopes  of  the  people, 
and  fo  contrary  to  the  views  of  the  fovereign. 
This  difeourfe  was  followed  by  a declaration  from 
the  keeper  of  the  feals : In  the  moft  decifive  lan- 
guage it  preferved  the  ancient  diftindtion  of  the 
three  orders  as  eflential  to  the  exiftence  of  the 
Rate ; it  eftablilhed  particular  rules  in  future  for 
their  deliberations  5 it  aboliflied,  and  declared 
void,  the  celebrated  declaration  of  the  common* 
on  the  feventeenth  of  the  month,  with  all  thofe 
that  had  followed,  as  illegal  and  unconftitutional ; 
and  it  finilhed  by  declaring  that  the  Saloon,  which 
hitherto  had  been  open,  Ihould  be  elofed  to  the 
public  in  general. 

A fecond  declaration  followed  the  firfi,  in  which 
the  king  announced  all  the  favours  which  it  was 
his  intention  to  grant  to  his  people  j and  conclu- 
ded with,  " I may  truly  fay  that  no  king  has  ever 
" done  fo  much  for  any  nation  whatfoever  j but 
“ what  fubjedts  can  have  merited  fo  much  from 
**  their  natural  difpofition  as  my  own  ?” 

The  fecond  declaration  confifted  of  thirty-five 
articles,  all  of  the  utmoft  importance ; taxes, 
loans,  the  adtual  Rate  of  the  finances,  the  fums 
allotted  to  different  departments  for  the  mainten- 
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ranee  cf  the  king’s  houfehold,  the  confolidation 
of  the  public  debt,  and  the  abolition  of  the  pe- 
cuniary privileges  of  the  clergy  and  nobility  j let- 
tres  de  cachet,  liberty  of  the  prefs,  of  commerce, 
code  civil  and  criminal,  perfonal  liberty,  equality 
of  impofts,  with  the  eltablifhment  of  provincial 
ftates,  were  points  on  which  his  majefty  explained 
his  wifbes  and  his  will.  In  addrefling  the  affem- 
bly  he  added,  "If  you  abandon  Me  in  this  ho- 
" nourable  enterprife,  I alone  will  eftablilh  the 
" happinefs  of  my  people ; it  is  feldom  perhaps 
“ that  the  foie  ambition  of  a fovereign  is  to  pre- 
" vail  on  his  fubjefts  to  receive  his  favours.” 

On  retiring,  the  king  had  commanded  the  three 
orders  to  feparate  immediately,  and  the  next 
morning  to  affcmble  each  in  its  refpedtive  cham- 
ber. The  clergy,  with  the  exception  of  a few, 
and  the  nobility,  in  obedience  to  the  royal  in- 
jun&ion,  quitted  inftantly  the  Saloon  j but  the 
commons  (till  remained,  and  debated  with  firm- 
nefs  on  the  meafures  likely  to  avert  the  deftruc- 
tion  with  which  they  were  menaced  from  the  in- 
trigues of  the  court;  at  length  the  aflembly  broke 
up,  after  agreeing  to  the  motion  of  the  count  de 
Mirabeau,  “ That  the  perfon  of  every  deputy 
,£  Ihould  be  confidered  inviolable.” 

The  interpofition  of  the  royal  authority  was 
not  attended  with  the  effects  that  had  been  fondly 
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expelled  at  Ver failles  j it  is  probable,  had  the 
king’s  declaration  been  announced  earlier,  that 
the  commons  would  fcarce  have  ventured  to  have 
oppofed  themfelves  to  their  fovereign’s  indigna- 
tion ; but  they  had  already  began  to  confider 
themfelves  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  ac 
large;  they  had  felt  their  influence;  and  they 
were  determined  to  preferve  it,  or  to  perilh  in  the 
attempt. 

Another  circumftance  that  greatly  diminilhed 
the  effect  of  the  king’s  declaration  was  the  ab- 
fence  of  Monfieur  Necker  ; that  minifter  was  ftill 
•the  idol  of  the  multitude,  and  even  many  of  the 
deputies  regarded  his  experience  and  abilities  as 
abfolutely  requifite  to  reftore  order  to  the  finances, 
From  his  abfentirtg  himfelf  at  fo  critical  a junc- 
ture, it  was  concluded  that  he  by  no  means  ap- 
proved the  royal  declaration ; this  fuppofition  was 
confirmed  by  his  offering  at  that  moment  to  re- 
fign  ; the  populace,  who  confidered  on  his  retreat 
the  vclfel  of  the  ftate  as  deferted,  crowded  round 
his  houfe,  and  when  allured  that  he  was  ftill  to 
remain  at  the  helm,  teftified  their  joy  by  accla- 
mations and  illuminations. 

Every  circumftance,  however  trifling,  ferved  to 
agitate  and  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people;  the 
court  and  capital  about  this  time  began  to  divide 
into  two  parties ; thofe  who  adhered  to  the  preten- 
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fion  of  the  clergy  and  nobility,  were  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  title  of  Aristocrats  ; while  thofe 
who  declared  themfelves  on  the  popular  fide,  were 
defcribed  as  Democrats.  The  angry  counte- 
nances of  the  Parifians  alfo  foretold  the  ftorm  that 
was  brooding ; feveral  prifons  were  forced ; the 
debtors  and  criminals  were  fet  at  liberty  ; and  the 
French  guards  were  loudly  called  upon  by  their 
fellow  citizens  to  quit  the  caufe  of  defpotifm, 
and  to  range  themfelves  beneath  the  ftandard  of 
liberty. 

The  clouds  gathered  on  every  fide  ; the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  royal  councils,  the  boldnefs  of  the 
commons,  and  the  enthufiafm  of  the  people,  all 
demanded  the  moft  mature  refle&ion;  the  court 
of  Verfaillcs  no  longer  infpired  confidence  or 
terror  ; and  even  could  its  fortitude  have  been 
relied  on,  to  eftablilh  its  former  afcendancy,  jt 
was  neceifary  to  wade  through  torrents  of  blood. 
The  flames  of  civil  war  mull  have  been  kindled, 
and  the  fubjetSk  who  had  fought  the  battles  of 
defpotifm,  at  bed,  could  but  have  found  his  re- 
ward in  a fplendid  flavery. 

The  pretenfions  of  the  commons,  on  the  other 
hand,  feemed  to  have  pad  the  bou  ds  of  mode- 
ration ; but  the  road  which  they  had  chofen  led 
to  liberty:  It  was  indeed  thorny  and  rugged;  it 
had  been  long  left  unexplored ; but  the  toil  of 
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the  traveller  was  cheered  by  hope  ; and  his  la-- 
bour  was  to  be  rewarded  by  the  mod  ineftimable 
of  human  blefiings. 

To  that  blefitng  the  nobility  themfclves  were 
not  entirely  infenfible,  From  the  fird  moment 
that  the  voice' of  freedom  had  been  heard,  we 
have  beheld  the  duke  of  Orleans  attentive  to  her 
fdmmons  : As  firft  prince  of  the  blood,  his  fitua- 
tion  allowed  of  no  increafe  of  dignity ; his  im- 
menfe  revenue,  perhaps,  exceeded  that  of  any 
other  fubjefl  in  Europe ; to  thefe  advantages  no 
change  of  government  could  add  ; but  he  was 
confcious  they  mud  have  been  confidtrably  di- 
minifhed  by  that  fyftem  which  adopted  as  its 
bafis  the  equality  of  mankind. 

Yet  one  reward  remained,  the  approbation  of 
his  fellow  citizens  ; to  merit  this  he  had  early 
fubje&ed  himfelf  to  the  royal  difpleafure  j in  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  reign  we  behold  him, 
with  his  father,  exiled  from  the  court ; his  proteft 
in  eighty-eight  had  been  attended  with  his  ba- 
nifhment  to  Villars  Cotterel ; on  his  recall  his 
condudt  had  dill  been  confident,  and  he  had 
lupported  the  demand  of  the  third  edate  to  an 
equality  of  voices  in  the  dates- genci al  with  he 
clergy  and  the  nobility ; he  now,  in  con- 
cert with  about  fifty  of  the  nobility,  de- 
termined to  join  the  national  aiiembly  j and  en- 
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deavoured  to  put  an  end  to  that  fchifm  which 
threatened  to  lhalce  the  kingdom  to  its  very 
foundations : The  people  were  not  indifferent  to 
this  frefh  inftance  of  his  zeal  for  the  public  wel- 
fare ; and  they  beftowed  on  their  illuftrious  cham- 
pion, the  glorious  title  of  Prince  of  Patriots. 

The  clergy  and  nobility  who  yet  remained  fe- 
parate,  had  publifhed  their  refolution  to  adhere 
to  the  royal  declaration  of  the  twenty-third  j but 
•whether  the  influence  of  the  minifter  of  the  fi- 
nances for  a moment  prevailed,  or  the  king 
yielded  to  his  natural  inftability  and  dcfire  of 
peace,  in  a letter  that  his  majefty  addreffed  to 
the  two  privileged  orders,  after  affuring  them 
how  fenfible  he  was  of  their  fidelity  in  accept- 
ing his  declaration,  he  added.  That  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs,  he  could  not  difpenl'e  with 
recommending  them  to  join  thofe,  who  had  re- 
fufed  to  accede  to  the  propofal  he  had  made. 

This  celebrated  junftion  was  effected  on  the 
27th  of  June.  Several  of  the  nobility  and  the 
higher  rank  of  the  clergy,  ftill  combated  againft 
the  decifions  of  the  affembly  being  determined  by 
a majority  of  voices  inftead  of  orders  ; but  their 
feeble  attempts  were  overwhelmed  by  the  num- 
bers of  the  commons  ; and  a proteft  was  the  only 
fruit  of  their  long  and  unfuccefsful  oppofition. 

The  re-union  of  the  different  orders  had  inlpir- 

cd 


Digitized  by  Google 


LEWIS  XVI. 


39* 

ed  the  people  with  the  moil  lively  hopes  of  tran- 
quillity •,  but  thofe  hopes  were  foon  blafted  ; the 
influence  of  the  queen  and  the  baron  de  Breteuil 
feemed  again  to  predominate  at  Verfailles;  and  the 
fovereign  had  fcarce  confented  to  the  willies  of  his 
people,  before  he  was  perfuaded  to  repent  of  the 
conceflions  he  had  granted.  Large  bodies  of 
troops  were  dire&ed  to  march  towards  Paris;  a 
confiderable  camp  was  formed  near  the  gates  of 
the  capital ; the  avenues  to  Verfailles  were  guard- 
ed by  a formidable  artillery ; numerous  fcntinels 
were  planted  round  the  palace;  and  the  marefchal 
de  Broglio,  grown  grey  in  the  wars  of  Germany, 
was  fummoned  to  command  the  forces  affembled 
in  the  Ifle  of  France. 

Thefe  hoftile  preparations  neither  eluded  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  national  alfembly,  nor  were  beheld 
with  indifference  by  the  citizens  of  Paris.  The 
former  contented  themfelves  with  addrelfing  his 
majefty  to  withdraw  thofe  troops  which  filled 
with  apprehenfions  the  minds  of  his  faithful  fub- 
jefts ; afiuring  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
might  rely  on  the  loyalty  of  the  national  alfem- 
bly.  But  the  latter,  impatient  of  the  controul 
with  which  they  were  menaced,  had  already  pro- 
ceeded to  a£is  of  violence,  and  had  delivered  by 
force  fome  foldiers  of  the  French  guards,  who 
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had  been  confined  by  their  colonel  for  military 
offences. 

The  indiferetion  of  the  citizens  of  Paris  was 
overlooked  and  pardoned  by  Lewis  ; but  to  the 
addrefs  of  the  national  aflembly,  the  fovereign  re- 
plied, chat  the  diforder  of  the  capital  had  render- 
ed it  necefiary  to  aflemble  an  armed  force  in  its 
neighbourhood ; but  that  the  deliberations  of  the 
national  aflembly  Ihould  ever  be  regarded  as 
free  and  facred  ; and  if  the  deputies  entertained 
any  apprehenfions,  they  were  at  liberty  to  adjourn 
to  Soifl'ons  or  Noyon. 

, The  fortitude  of  the  National  Af- 

July  4. 

fembly  difdained  an  alternative,  which 
muff  for  ever  have  alienated  from  them  the 
minds  of  the  capital  : The  moment  was  ar- 
rived for  the  election  of  a new  prefident,  in 
the  room  of  monfieur  Bailly  ; a confiderable 
majority  of  voices  were  in  favour  of  the  duke 
d’Qrleans ; but  that  prince,  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  exprefled  himfclf  fenfible  of  the  honour, 
with  fentiments  of  moderation  and  diffidence, 
declined  the  offer  ; and  the  archbilhop  of  Vienne 
was  eletted  in  his  place. 

The  ftate  of  the  colonics  had  claimed  the 
attention  of  the  aflembly  ; that  of  St.  Domingo 
had  obtained  the  right  of  naming  fix  deputies ; 
and  the  National  Aflembly,  to  accelerate  the 
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public  bufmefs,  determined  in  future  to  divide 
itfclf  into  a number  of  committees. 

The  feat  city  with  which  France  was  afflicted 
became  the  principal  and  moil:  important  ob- 
ject of  deliberation  ; the  capital  bore  with  impa- 
tience the  high  price  of  com,  and  the  murmurs 
of  the  inhabitants  were  loud  and  general : It 
was  at  this  moment,  when  the  greateft  addrefs 
was  neceflary  to  footh  their  difeontented  minds, 
that  the  court  ventured  on  a meafure  as  un- 
popular as  it  was  impolitic. 

On  the  eleventh  of  July,  monfieur  Necker, 
who  had  fo  long  commanded  the  confidence  of 
the  multitude,  rcceiv  d the  royal  orders  to  quit 
fuddenly  the  kingdom.  The  firft  intelligence  of 
his  departure  filled  Paris  with  confternation ; 
he  was  confidered  as  a facrifice  to  the  patriotic 
fentiments  he  had  avowed  ; the  people  regarded 
his  exile  as  the  firft  ftep  to  the  fubverfion  of 
their  freedom  ■,  the  exchange  was  fhut  j the  pub- 
lic fpectacles  were  fufpended ; and  the  crowds  that 
affembled  tumultuoufly  in  the  ftreets,  proclaimed 
by  their  countenances  their  grief  and  indigna- 
tion. Their  fury  at  laft  blazed  out  with  open  vi- 
olence s the  bells  were  founded  on  every  fide  as 
fignals  for  the  citizens  to  arm : The  licentiouf- 
nefs  of  the  rabble,  who,  during  the  night,  had 
pillaged  feveral  houfes,  feemed  to  authorize  this 
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meafure.  The  city,  to  facilitate  the  election  of 
deputies,  had  been  divided  into  Sixty  diftridts  ; 
and  the  eleftors,  on  the  firft  alarm,  repaired  to 
their  refpedtive  departments  ■,  they  were  clafled 
into  different  regiments,  they  aflumed  a cockade 
of  various  colours,  which  was  dignified  with  the 
title  of  National  ; while  the  court,  whofe  versati- 
lity had  provoked  the  infurredtion,  feemed  loft 
in  aftomfhment  at  its  progrefs. 

The  national  aftcmbly  were  no  fooner  informed 
of  the  diforders  which  raged  through  the  capi- 
tal, than  they  difpatched  a numerous  deputation 
to  the  king,  to  repreient  , their  concern,  and 
the  dangers  which  threatened  the  ftate.  The  fa- 
vourites who  had  defpifed  in  a moment  of  tran- 
quillity the  rage  of  the  populace,  now  trembled 
for  their  perfonal  fafety ; the  anfwer  from  the 
thror.e  was  conceived  in  terms  the  mod  Satisfac- 
tory ; the  king  affured  the  deputies  that  he  would 
withdraw  the  regular  troops  from  the  environs 
of  the  capital ; that  he  defired  his  intentions 
might  be  made  known  to  the  Parifians;  and 
that,  to  maintain  the  public  order,  he  permitted 
the  citizens  to  form  themfelves  into  military 
bodies,  while  he  himfelf  would  feleft  the  proper 
officers  to  command  them. 

But  before  Paris  could  be  allured  of  the  fa- 
vourable intentions  of  her  Sovereign,  her  ftreecs 
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had  already  been  Rained  with  civil  blood ; the 
regiment  of  Royal  Allemand,  commanded  by  the 
prince  de  Lambefc,  had- been  Rationed  in  the 
gardens  of  the  Thuilieries;  but  the  colonel,  ap- 
prehenfive  that  the  increafing  numbers  of  the 
people  might  preclude  his  retreat,  gave  order 
to  his  fcldiers  to  force  their  way  through  the 
crowd ; in  this  attempt,  the  prince  is  reported 
to  have  wounded  himfelf  an  unarmed  citizen. 
This  unfortunate  incident  awakened  again  die 
fury  of  the  people  ; the  regiment  of  Royal  Alle- 
mand was  attacked  by  every  weapon  that  inftant 
rage  could  fupply.  The  French  guards  ranged 
themfelves  on  the  fide  of  the  populace ; and  it 
was  not  without  fome  lofs  that  the  prince  de 
Lambefc  fecured  the  retreat  of  his  regiment. 

The  croud,  elated  by  fuccefs,  precipitated 
themfelves  on  the  hotel  of  invalids;  they  there 
pofiefied  themfelves  of  diirty  thaufand  fufils ; 
while  the  guards,  that  might  have  defended  this 
important  charge,  waited  in  vain  the  orders  of 
monfieur  de  Bezenval,  the  general  of  the  Swils 
troops,  and  were  tame  fpe&ators  of  the  infult. 
Each  attempt  confirmed  the  courage  of  the  po: 
pulace ; armed  with  the  trophies  of  their  new 
victory,  they  now  preffed  forward  to  the 
BaRile,  and  with  loud  cries  devoted  to  de- 
ftruction  that  celebrated  fortrefs  of  defpotifin. 
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The  mafly  walls  of  the  Baftile,  with  the  wide 
and  deep  ditch  that  furrounded  them,  might 
have  defied  the  frantic  valour  of  the  infurgents, 
^had  they  been  confided  to  any  other  perfon 
than  the  marquis  de  Launay.  But  the  conduct 
of  that  officer  was  equally  fata!  to  his  life  and 
reputation  ; he  rejected  the  demand  of  the  peo- 
ple to  remove  the  artillery  from  the  ramparts ; 
yet  he  neglefted  to  raife  the  draw-bridge,  and 
fuffered  a crowd  to  place  themfelves  upon  it  : 
On  thefe  unhappy  people,  who  peaceably  awaited 
the  effect  of  a parley  which  he  held,  he  fuddenly 
fired ; fcveral  were  the  victims  of  this  guilty 
ralhnefs ; but  the  populace  inftead  of  being  inti- 
midated, were  only  irritated  by  the  fate  of  their 
companions;  they  prefled  forwards  in  thoufands 
to  avenge  them  ; in  vain  did  the  wretched 
governor  propofe  terms  of  capitulation  ; their 
fury  was  deaf  to  every  entreaty,  and  luperior  to 
every  obftacle:  Refiftance  was  in  vain;  each  a- 
venue  was  forced ; monfieur  de  Launay,  a pri- 
foner,  loaded  with  infults,  was  dragged  to  the 
place  of  public  execution  ; and  his  head  fevered 
from  his  body,  was  carried  in  triumph  through 
the  ffreets. 

Monfieur  de  Lofme  Salbrai,  the  major  of  the 
Bafiile,  whofe  blamelels  life  had  been  pafled  in 
alleviating  the  fufferings  of  his  prifoners,  with  fe- 
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vcral  other  officers  of  inferior  note,  were  the 
Vi&ims  to  the  mifconduft  of  the  governor,  and 
the  undifcerning  rage  of  the  people ; once  hav- 
ing tailed  of  blood,  the  multitude  became  .nfa- 
tiate ; and  the  guilty  day  was  marked  by  the  de- 
ilrudtion  of  monfieur  D sfleflelles,  prevot  de 
Marchands  : The  refufal  of  that  officer  to  deli- 
ver the  arms  entruiled  to  him  to  the  infurgents, 

and  a rumour  that  he  had  excited  the  unfor- 

/ 

tunate  Launay  to  refiftance,  proved  fatal  to  his 
life  j and  he  was  torn  to  pieces  by  the  barbar- 
ous madnefs  of  the  fanguinary  populace. 

If  the  ftate  of  the  capital  was  deplorable, 
tint  of  the  army  was  fcarce  lefs  critical;  the 
example  of  the  French  guards  had  pervaded 
the  camp  ; the  foldiers  openly  declared  their 
refolution  not  to  arm  againft  their  fellow-citi- 
zens ; the  defection  became  general ; and  the 
marefchal  de  Broglio,  was  reluftantly  compelled 
to  inform  the  king,  that  his  majefty  mult  no 
longer  place  any  dependence  on  the  army  that 
he  had  been  appointed  to  command. 

The  deputies,  who  had  been  difpatched  from 
the  national  aflembly  to  reftore  order  to  the 
capital,  had  been  witnefles  to  the  late  fangui- 
nary feenes  of  commotion  ; they  now  returned  to 
inform  that  Affembly,  that  the  voice  of  the  na- 
tion at  large  demanded  the  recall  of  monfieur 
' Necke 
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Necker,  as  a pledge  of  the  fincerity  of  the  court ; 
and  a fecond  deputation  was  appointed  to  repre- 
fent  to  his  majefty,  the  dangers  with  which  every 
moment  was  pregnant. 

The  flattering  prolpeft  which  the  courtiers 
had  placed  before  the  eyes  of  the  king,  was 
now  vaniihed  from  his  light : The  dream,  that 

the  royal  authority  would  have  infpired  inftant 
and  implicit  fubmiflion,  was  no  more;  a people 
without  government,  an  army  without  obedience, 
the  provinces  difeontented,  and  the  capital  in 
revolt,  formed  a pi&ure  hideoufly  alarming.  No- 
thing remained  but  to  footh  the  minds  of  the 
people  by  compliance  ; the  camp,  which  had 
fpread  the  fatal  alarm  throughout  Paris,  was  in- 
ftantly  broken  up ; the  different  regiments  were 
difmifled  to  the  diftant  quarters  they  had  before 
occupied  ; the  new  minifters,  who  had  fcarce 
yet  entered  upon  their  employments,  were  re- 
moved ; and  numerous  couriers  were  difpatched 
after  monfieur  Necker,  to  folicit  his  return.  The 
letter  from  his  majefty  to  *that  ftatefman,  ex- 
prefied  his  regret  at  yielding  to  the  mifreprefen- 
tations  of  his  enemies ; it  invited  him  once  more 
to  lhare  his  confidence,  from  which  he  never 
again  Ihould  be  excluded  ; and  expreffed  his 
hope,  that  he  would  comply  with  the  wilhes  of 
his  fovereign  and  feilow  citizens. 

The 


Digitized  by  Google 


399 


LEWIS  X-VI. 

The  royal  letter  to  monfieur  Necker  was  ac- 
companied by  rhe  following  from  the  national  af-' 
fembly : “ The  national  afiembly  has  already, 
“ Sir,  declared  by  a folemn  aft,  that  you  carried 
“ with  you  their  efteem  and  regret ; this  honour- 
“ able  teftimony  has  been  fent  to  you  on  their 
**  part,  and  you  mull  have  received  it.  This 
“ morning  they  had  come  to  a refolution  to  ad- 
" drefs  the  king,  requelling  your  return ; this  was 
" the  refult  of  their  own  wilhes,  united  to  thofe 
“ of  the  capital,  which  loudly  demands  you. 

“ The  king  has  deigned  to  anticipate  6ur  de- 
“ fire,  and  has  announced  to  us  your  recal ; gra- 
” titude  immediately  impelled  us  to  wait  on  his 
" majefty,  who  has  given  a frefh  token  of  his  con- 
“ fidence,  by  charging  us  to  fend  you  this  letter. 

“ The  national  afiembly,  Sir,  prels  you  to  yield 
“ to  the  defires  of  his  majefty ; your  virtues  and 
<f  your  talents  cannot  receive  a more  glorious  or 
**  a m°re  flattering  incitement.  This  will  juftify 
“ our  confidence  j you  will  not  prefer  your  own 
“ repofe  to  that  cf  the  public  j you  will  not  de- 
“ cline  to  aid  the  beneficent  intentions  of  his  ma- 
" jelly  in  favour  of  his  people.  Every  moment 
“ >s  precious  j the  nation,  its  king,  its  reprefen- 
**  tatives  await  you.” 

While  the  royal  couriers,  with  thefe  flattering 
marks  of  approbation,  were  purfuing  the  flying 
vol.  m.  Dd  ftep 
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fteps  of  monfieur  Necker,  the  fovereign  himfelf 
was  occupied  in  endeavouring  to  eftabliffi  har- 
mony again  in  the  capital.  For  this  purpofe  his 
pretence  at  Paris  was  deemed  neceflary,  and  he 
entered  that  city  amidft  the  acclamations  of  its  in- 
habitants ; he  was  met  by  monfieur  Badly,  who 
during  the  late  diforders  had  been  chofen  mayor 
of  Paris,  and  whofe  eledtion  the  king  had  been 
pleafe'd  to  confirm ; that  officer  prefented  to  his 
majefty  the  keys  of  the  capital,  addrefling  him  at 
the  fame  time  in  the  following  memorable  words : 
tc  Thefe,  Sire,  are  the  fame  keys  which  were  pre- 
“ footed  to  Henry  the  Fourth  j he  came  to  con- 
tc  quer  his  people ; this  day  it  is  the  people  who 
“ re-conquer  their  king.” 

Whatever  might  be  the  fecret  mortification  of 
the  fovereign  at  this  Angular  harangue,  his  whole 
condudt  was  fuch  as  could  not  but  challenge  the 
applaufe  of  die  moft  zealous  champions  of  patri- 
otifm.  The  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  whofe  en- 
thufiaftic  ardour  had  impelled  him  to  crofs  the 
Atlantic,  and  to  fight  beneath  the  banners  of 
America,  was  now  feledted  by  his  countrymen  to 
command  the  militia  they  had  newly  formedj  and 
the  choice  of  the  Parifians  was  fandtioned  by  the 
approbation  of  his  majefty ; who  prefented  a new 
inftance  of  compliance  with  the  wilhes  of  the  mul- 
titude, by  (hewing  himfelf  at  the  windows  of  the 
Hotel  de  Ville  with  the  national  cockade. 
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After  thefe  repeated  conceffions,  the  king 
was  permitted  to  return  once  more  to  Verfaiiles, 
but  the  calm  that  his  prefence  had  diffufcd 
throughout  the  capital  was  deceitful  and  of  fhort 
duration ; the  minds  of  the  people  ftill  remained 
agitated  ; diftruft  and  cruelty  ftill  charadterifed  the 
multitude ; and  the  flighteft  fufpicions  were  fuffi- 
cient  in  their  eyes  to  fandtion  the  moft  barbarous 
executions.  Each  day  beheld  fome  new  facrifice 
to  their  fanguinary  caprice ; but  the  fuperior  fi- 
xations of  meffieurs  Foulon  and  Berthier,  have 
diftinguifhed  their  fate  from  not  lefs  innocent, 
though  lefs  confpicuous,  vidtims  of  popular  fury. 

The  unfortunate  monfieur  de  Foulon,  on  the 
difmiflal  of  monfieur  Necker,  had  been  named  to 
a poft  in  the  new  adminiftration  } though  in  con- 
jundlion  with  his  colleagues  he  had  retired  from 
office  on  the  recall  of  that  ftatefman,  yet  his  re- 
treat ferved  not  to  extinguifh  the  hatred  of  the 
Parifians;  his  difpofition,  naturally  fevere  and 
uncomplying,  probably  encreafed  the  general  dif- 
like ; and  an  expreffion  that  public  rumour  had 
once  attributed  to  him,  “ that’ hay  was  food  good 
“ enough  for  the  common  people,”  inflamed  the 
murmurs  of  difcontent  into  open  menaces  of  de- 
ftruction.  Senfible  of  the  ftorm  that  threatened 
him  he  had  retired  into  the  country,  and  hoped 
Dd  a in 
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in  difguife  and  privacy  to  await  the  return  of  ge- 
neral tranquillity.  But  it  was  the  misfortune  of 
this  gentleman  to  be  equally  obnoxious  to  his  te- 
nants and  the  Parifians  ; by  the  former  his  place 
of  retreat  was  difcovered  to  the  latter;  he  was 
dragged  in  bloody  triumph  to  the  capital ; judges 
were  appointed  to  try  him ; but  the  impatience 
of  the  multitude  could  ill  brook  the  forms  of  juf- 
tice ; he  was  forced  from  the  guards  ; the  cord  of 
a lanthorn  fupplied  the  inftrument  of  execution  ; 
his  body  was  dragged  through  the  kennels  ; and 
his  head,  with  the  mouth  filled  with  hay,  was  car- 
ried through  the  ftreets  to  the  eternal  difgrace  of 
the  capital. 

Monfieur  de  Berthier,  the  fon-in-law  of  Mon- 
fieur  de  Foulon,  though  more  amiable  in  his  cha- 
racter, was  fcarce  lefs  culpable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people.  An  idle  rumour  prevailed  that  he  had 
furnilhed  the  troops  lately  encamped  in  the  en- 
virons of  Paris  with  a confiderable  quantity  of 
ammunition ; he  was  alfo  accufed  with  not  only 
having  monopolized  great  quantities  of  corn,  bu£ 
alfo  with  having  deflroyed  the  growing  harveft,  to 
enhance  the  price  of  the  grain  in  his  pofTeflion. 
Though  his  fate  W3s  longer  deferred,  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  regret  the  more  ipeedy  death  of  his  father- 
in-law.  The  head  of  the  unfortunate  Foulon  was 
tluuit  into  his  carriage,  and  he  was  compelled 
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by  the  enraged  populace  to  falute  it.  This  pain- 
ful compliance  ferved  only  to  procraftinate  the 
hour  of  his  deftrutrtion  j the  popubce  were  deaf 
to  every  felicitation,  and  the  laft  moments  of  his 
life  were  embittered  by  reproach,  infult,  and  tor- 
ture. 

By  the  fate  of  meffieurs  Foulon  and  Berthier, 
mefiieurs  Bailly  and  de  la  Fayette  were  taught, 
that  it  is  more  eafy  to  attain  to  the  dignity,  than 
to  exercife  the  authority  of  office.  The  former, 
from  a peaceful  academician,  was  transferred  to  a 
high  politiaal  fituation,  and  inverted  with  the  new 
title  of  mayor  of  Paris ; and  the  ambition  of  the 
latter,  which  had  early  precipitated  him  amidft 
the  ftorms  of  civil  commotion,  had  been  gratified 
with  the  title  of  Commander  of  the  Militia.  Both 
had  ftrenuourty  exerted  themfelves  in  favour  of 
the  late  unhappy  viftims;  but  the  crowd  were 
equally  deaf  to  their  intreaties  and  remonftranccs  s 
and  they  were  now  taught,  though  too  late,  how 
much  more  eafy  it  is  to  excite  than  to  appeafe  the 
multitude. 

The  flight  of  more  iiluftrious  perfonages  pro- 
bably only  prefcrved  them  from  the  fury  of  the 
people.  The  count  d’Artois  and  the  prince  of 
Condc  were  avowedly  attached  to  the  ancient  go- 
vernment ; the  former,  it  was  fuppofed,  had  influ- 
enced the  difmifial  of  monfieur  Nccker,  and  had 
D d 3 advifed 


Digitized  by  Google 


4°4 


LEWIS  XVI. 


advifed  his  royal  brother  to  the  molt  decifive  mea- 
fures  in  defence  of  his  authority ; the  marechal 
due  de  Broglio  had  braved  the  refentment  of  the 
Parifians  by  accepting  the  command  of  the  army 
which  had  been  lately  encamped  at  their  gates ; 
and  the  family  of  Polignac,  in  partaking  the  fa- 
vours of  the  queen,  more  than  partook  of  the 
odium  which  at  prefent  purfued  that  princefs. 
Thefe  had  all  found  their  l'afcty  in  a precipitate 
flight;  and  had  quitted  a kingdom  where  their 
fentimerits  had  rendered  them  eminently  ob- 
noxious, and  where  the  regard  of  their  fovereign 
could  no  longer  afford  them  protection. 

The  fituation  of  that  fovereign  was  dreary  and 
forlorn;  a gloomy  filence  reigned  through  his 
palace  of  Verfailles;  his  courtiers  and  favourites 
had  been  torn  from  his  fide ; his  brother  was  dri- 
ven into  exile ; his  capital  was  polluted  with  the 
blood  of  his  fubje&s ; that  loyalty,  fo  long  the 
charadteriftic  of  his  people,  was  extinguiftied  ; that 
fidelity,  fo  long  the  prominent  feature  of  his 
troops,  was  no  more ; and  fome  painful  fenfa- 
tions  mult  have  accompanied  the  letter  which  he 
addrefled  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  by 
which  even  the  French  guards  were  permitted  to 
enter  into  the  national  militia,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  receive  their  former  pay. 

The  influence  of  the  national  affembly  had  rifen 
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in  proportion  to  the  diminution  of  the  royal  au- 
thority ; yet  that  body  could  not  behold  the  late 
frantic  and  bloody  exceflfes  of  the  capital  without 
fecret  anguifhand  horror.  A populace  enamour- 
ed of  cruelty,  infatiate  of  blood ; abandoned  to 
licentious  caprice,  deaf  to  entreaty,  and  impatient 
©f  authority}  the  fcourge  of  defpotifm  w relied ^ 
from  the  hand  that  had  held  it,  but  that  of  anar- 
chy impending  over  their  heads. 

Yet  amidft  every  danger  their  conftancy  never 
forfook  them  } the  archbilhop  of  Vienne  had  con- 
duced himfelf  through  his  ftormy  prefidency 
with  firmnefi  and  ability ; and  in  his  place  the 
duke  of  Liancourt,  who  had  been  early  diltin- 
guilhed  by  his  patriotic  zeal,  was  raifed  to  the  va- 
cant dignity.  To  appeafe  the  capital,  corn  was 
brought  from  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, and  agents  were  difpatched  to  every  court 
in  Europe  to  folicit  fupplies.  The  minds  of  the 
citizens^were  afiuaged  by  the  hopes  of  returning 
plenty ; and  the  affedtions  of  the  foldiers  were 
confirmed  by  the  decree  which  abolilhcd  corporal 
punilhment  ; a fyftem  of  difcipline  which  had 
been  received  in  the  armies  of  France  with  uni- 
verfal  deteftation. 
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Chapter  the  Forty-Ninth. 


DISTURBANCES  IN  THE  PROVINCES — DEVASTATIONS  OF 
THE  PEOPLE  — MONSIEUR  NECKER  IS  INFORMED  AT- 
BASLE  OF  THE  REVOLUTION  — HIS  ANSWER  TO  THE 
KING,  AND  THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  — SETS  OUT  FOR 
PARIS  — ATTEMPTS  TO  PROCURE  THE  RELEASE  OF  THE 
BARON  DE  BESENVAL  — HIS  RECEPTION  AT  PARIS  — 
RECOMMENDS  A GENERAL  AMNESTY  — GENERAL  AM- 
NESTY DECREED  BY  THE  ELECTORS— REVOKED  BY 
THE  DISTRICTS  — RESIGNATION  OF  THE  ELECTORS  — 
INSURRECTION  AT  SAINT  DENYS  — AT  CAEN  IN  NOR- 
MANDY—MURDER  OF  THE  MARQUIS  DE  BELZUNCE— 
COMMOTIONS  AT  STR  ASBOURG  — AT  BREST  — CRU- 
ELTIES OF  THE  PEOPLE  — MONSIEUR  CHAPPELIER  CHO- 
SEN PRESIDENT  OF  THE  NATION AL  .ASSEMBLY  — DE- 
BATES ON  THE  DECLARATION  OF  THE  RICHTS  OF  MAN 
— ARRET  ON  THE  LATE  DISTURBANCES  — CELEBRATED 
MOTIONS  OF  THE  VISCOUNT  NOAILLES  — ABOLITION 
OF  THE  FEUDAL  SYSTEM— NEW  REGULATIONS  OF 
THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY— GENERAL  ENTHUSIASM 
THROUGHOUT  THE  CITIES  AND  PROVINCES  OF  FRANCE. 


T H E temped  which  agitated  the  capital  fwept 
in  its  ccurle  the  mod  didant  provinces ; the  ex- 
ample of  Paris  and  Verfailles  prevailed  through- 
out ; the  national  cockade  was  univerfally  dis- 
played j 
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played ; and  from  the  frontiers  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean fea  to  the  Alps,  from  the  Pyrenees  to  the 
ocean,  the  defection  was  general. 

Two  millions  of  peafants  in  arms  fcverely 
avenged  the  injuries  they  had  formerly  endured  j 
with  favage  joy  they  directed  the  flames  of  de- 
ftruftion  againft  the  leats  of  their  religion  and 
nobility.  The  rich  edifices  of  the  church,  the 
lofty  caftles  of  the  nobles  were  confounded  in  one 
general  ruin  ; the  archives  of  the  great,  the  titles 
of  ancient  poflelTions,  were  in  a moment  dc- 
ftroyed ; thofe  owners  deemed  themfelves  happy 
who  could  efcape  by  a precipitate  flight ; while 
thofe  who  were  more  tardy  or  lefs  fortunate,  fre- 
quently were  expofed  to  the  moft  barbarous  and 
lingering  deaths.  Some  imperfedt  eftimation  may 
be  formed  of  the  general  devaftatiqn,  fince  in  the 
province  of  Burgundy  alone,  thirty-two  feats  of 
the  nobility  were  levelled  to  the  ground ; while 
in  Brittany,  and  Normandy,  the  ravages  of  the 
jnfurgents  were  ftill  more  conflderable. 

The  departure  of  Monfieur  Neckcr  had  blown 
phe  embers  of  difeontent  into  open  flame,  but 
his  return  it  was  ftill  hoped  would  extinguilh  the 
conflagration.  That  gentleman  had  directed  his 
hafty  fteps  from  Bruxelles  toward  his  native  coun- 
try of  Geneva ; at  Bafle  he  was  informed  of  the 
jjrrival  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Polignac,  who  was 
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flying  from  the  bloody  refentment  of  the  infur- 
gents  } from  her  he  firlt  learnt  the  events  which 
had  immediately  taken  place  on  his  departure; 
the  infurre&ion  of  the  capital, 'the  defection  of 
the  troops,  and  the  prcfcnt  intentions  of  the  fo- 
vereign  ; under  thefe  circumftances  he  determined 
to  remain  at  Baflc,  and  await  the  orders  of  the 
king. 

Thefe  foon  arrived,  accompanied-  by  the  letter 
of  the  national  afiembly  : To  the  firft  he  replied 
with  every  expreflion  of  gratitude,  and  every  af- 
furance  of  attachment ; to  the  laft  he  anfwered,  by 
declaring,  that  though  it  had  long  been  his  wilh, 
at  this  late  period  of  his  life,  no  further  to  have 
interefted  himfelf  in  the  fate  of  France,  than  by 
fervent  prayers  for  her  profperity,  yet  on  receiv- 
ing the  letter  of  the  national  aflembly,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  prefent  to  them  his  refpeftful  ac- 
knowledgments in  perlon  ; and  to  prove  to  the 
king  and  the  nation,  that  nothing  could  relax  that 
zeal  which  had  ever  been  the  leading  principle  of 
his  life. 

In  conformity  with  thefe  declarations  Monfieur 
Necker  quitted  Bade,  and  prefled  forwards  to 
Verl'ailleS}  on  his  route  at  Villenau,  he  found 
the  Baron  de  Befenval,  late  general  of  the  Swif§ 
troops,  and  who  was  travelling  towards  Swifier- 
land  with  a royal  paflport,  arrefted  by  the  militia 
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of  the  town.  On  this  occafion  monfieur  Necker 
endeavoured  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  own  popula- 
rity, and  the  temporary  enthufiafm  of  the  people, 
by  attempting  to  procure  the  releafe  of  that  gen- 
tleman ; but  it  was  in  vain  that  he  urged  his  own 
refponfibility  for  the  liberty  of  the  Baron,  and 
acknowledged  the  obligation  that  would  be  con- 
ferred j the  militia  were  deaf  to  his  felicitations, 
and  notwithftanding  his  remonftrances,  deter- 
mined to  retain  their  captive. 

Whatever  mortification  monfieur  Necker  might 
have  endured  by  the  refufal  of  the  militia  of  Vil- 
lenau,  was  immediately  effaced  by  his  reception 
at  the  capital.  His  entry  there  was  regarded  as 
a public  triumph  } arr*immenfe  concourfe  of  peo- 
ple preffed  to  meet  him,  a numerous  guard 
conduced  him  with  military  honours  through  the 
city  ; the  air  tefounded  with  acclamations  of 
“ Long  live  the  Nation!  Long  live  Necker!” 
Every  houfe  was  illuminated  j but  it  could  not 
efcape  the  obfervation  of  the  fpettator,  that  the 
ftreet  of  Vivienne,  the  chief  refidence  of  bank- 
ers and  fpeculators  who  had  enriched  themfelves 
by  the  loans  of  the  minifter,  was  the  moft  fplen- 
did  in  diftinguifhing  its  zeal. 

Though  the  humanity  of  monfieur  Necker 
had  failed  in  extricating  the  Baron  de  Befenval 
at  Villenau,  he  could  not  but  flatter  ^imfelf,  that 
• , his 
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his  folicitations  would  have  been  attended  with 
better  fuccefs  in  the  capital.  He  had  been  followed 
by  the  plaudits  of  the  citizens  j he  had  been  load- 
ed with  the  panegyrics  of  the  national  aflembly ; 
and  when  he  prcfented  himfelf  at  the  hall  of  the 
electors,  he  feized  the  favourable  moment,  and 
urged  the  propriety  of  a general  amnefly. 

This  requeft  was  feconded  by  the  eloquence 
of  the  Count  de  Clermont  Tonncrre;  and  a de- 
cree was  immediately  drawn  up  and  figned  by 
the  electors,  importing,  that  at  the  interceflion 
of  monfieur  Necker,  and  to  render  memorable 
the  day  that  had  reftored  that  minifter  to  France, 
the  aflembly,  in  the  name  of  the  citizens  of  the 
capital,  pardoned  all  its  enemies  profcribed  all  ads 
of  violence  in  oppofuion  to  the  prelent  decree, 
and  confidered  thofe  only  as  enemies  of  the  na- 
tion, wholhould  hereafter  interrupt  by  any  ex- 
cefles  the  public  tranquillity. 

The  fatisfadion  of  monfieur  Necker  at  this 
decifion  was  but  of  Ihort  duration ; and  to  ex- 
plain the  revocation  of  a decree  fo  confiftent  with 
true  policy,  and  fo  honourable  to  humanity,  it 
is  neceflary  to  afcend  to  circumftances  which 
marked  the  firfl:  fteps  of  the  revolution. 

To  facilitate  the  nomination  of  deputies,  on 
firfl  convening  the  ftates-general,  Paris  had  been 
divided  into  fixty  diftrids ; thefe  diftrids  had 
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appointed  a certain  number  of  eleRors , as  they 
were  termed,  whofe  voices  were  finally  to  decide 
the  choice  of  the  deputies.  But  the  cledors, 
though  certainly  compofing  no  legal  body,  con- 
fined not  their  cares  to  that  fingle  objeft  ; they 
demanded  an  apartment  of  the  Hotel  de  Villc  to 
aflemble  in ; and  the  effential  fervices  they  had 
rendered  in  contributing  towards  fupplying  Paris 
with  provifions,  for  fome  time  endeared  them  to 
the  citizens. 

But  the  firft  moments  of  tranfport  were  fcarce 
over,  when  the  inhabitants  in  general  began  to 
regard  the  electors  with  fufpicion  and  diftruft , a 
rumour  that  this  afiembly  propofed  to  render  it- 
felf  perpetual,  increafed  the  public  jealoufy  and 
diflike ; and  in  lieu  of  this  illegal  mafs,  it  was 
determined  that  each  diftrid  fhould  appoint  two 
deputies,  who  Ihould  occupy  themfelves  in  tracing 
a plan  for  the  municipality,  and  in  providing  the 
fubfiftence  of  the  capital. 

It  was  thefe  hundred  and  twenty  deputies,  who 
had  proclaimed  again  Monfieur  Bailly,  mayor, 
and  the  Marquis  dc  la  Fayette,  commander  gene- 
ral of  the  militia,  of  Paris;  thefe  two  civil  and 
military  chisfs  had  hitherto  held  their  fituation 
rather  by  the  acclamations  than  the  fuffrages  of 
their  fellow-citizens : They  now  addreffed  a cir- 
cular letter  to  all  the  diftrifts,  in  which  they  in- 
vited 
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vited  them  to  approve  their  nomination ; and  har- 
ing received  a folemn  confirmation  of  the  choice 
of  the  deputies,  they  took  the  necefTary  oaths. 

But  the  appointment  of  the  deputies,  though 
it  controuled,  did  not  diffolve  the  general  af- 
lembly  of  the  electors ; the  former  had  pre- 
fented  themfelves  before  the  latter;  and  after 
thanking  them  for  their  zeal,  and  inviting  them 
to  concur  in  mutual  efforts  for  the  public  be- 
nefit, they  had  even  confirmed  the  feveral  com- 
mittees for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  city,  and  the 
regulation  of  the  police,  contenting  themfelves 
with  adding  four  of  the  new  deputies  to  each 
committee. 

It  muft  be  allowed  on  this  occafion,  that  the 
general  affembly  of  the  eleftors  conduced  them- 
felves  wirh  great  moderation  j they  declared  they 
were  ready  to  defift  from  the  cxcrcife  of  all 
authority,  as  foon  as  a majority  of  the  diftrifts 
fhould  command,  and  as  the  new  deputies 
could  take  charge  of  the  public  affairs  ; and 
they  added,  that  if  they  did  not  immediately 
fufpend  their  meetings,  it  was  that  the  deputies 
themfelves  had  entreated  them  to  continue  their 
labours,  fo  necefTary  to  the  general  good. 

Yet  this  declaration  was  far  from  recovering 
the  public  opinion;  and  their  fteps  were  ftill 
attended  by  jealoufy  : It  was  at  the  moment 
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when  affairs  were  thus  delicately  fituated,  that 
monfieur  Necker  arrived  at  Paris ; and  in  fo- 
liating the  pardon  of  the  baron  de  Befenval, 
and  a general  amnefty,  unfortunately  addreffed 
himfelf  to  the  general  affembly  of  the  eledlors. 

We  have  already  related  the  compliance  of 
that  affembly  with  his  wilhes ; but  no  fooner^ 
was  their  concurrence  made  known  than  the 
diftridts  took  fire  at  their  prefumption,  “ What,” 
exclaimed  the  people,  “ at  the  moment 
that  the  National  Affembly  prepares  to  appoint  _ 
a committee,  to  enquire  out  thole  whole  trea- 
fonable  pradtices  have  been  levelled  at  the 
nation  j at  the  moment  that  it  has  promifed  to 
eftablilh  a tribunal  to  punilh  thole  traitors  to 
the  people,  does  an  affembly  without  power, 
without  title,  without  charadler,  dare  to  pro- 
nounce an  amnefty,  a general  pardon  ? The  e- 
ledtors  pardon  ! Then  alfo  they  have  the  right  to 
punilh  ; but  who  has  inftituted  them  judges  of 
the  enemies  of  the  ftate  ? Who  has  given  rhem 
power  to  annul  the  decree  of  the  national  af- 
fembly  ?” 

Even  the  reputation  of  monfieur  Necker  did 
not  entirely  efcape  that  odium  which  attended 
the  late  decree  of  the  eledlors  : It  was  infinu- 
ated,’  that  he  had  facrificed  the  public  caufe  to 
his  own  private  interefts;  and  in  fcrcening  the 
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baron  dc  Befenval,  from  impending  punifK- 
ment,  it  was  alferted  thac  he  had  purchafed 
the  fupport  of  a powerful  party  : " We  fhall 
“ foon,”  faid  they,  “ behold  the  Confpirators 
“ againft  the  ftate  triumphant  again  at  the 
" court ; braving  the  indignation  of  an  injured 
* nation,  and  cxercifing  their  vengeance  on  the 
champ  ons  of  freedom.” 

Such  were  the  rumours  circulated  with  induf- 
try,  and  received  with  facility  ; and  while  the 
capital  blazed  with  illuminations  for  the  return 
of  its  favourite  minifter,  his  firft,  and  perhaps 
his  molt  falutary  counfel,  was  accompanied  by 
every  mark  of  public  difapprobation. 

The  deputies  of  the  diftridts  had  joined  in 
condemning  the  arret  of  the  electors  in  the  moft 
pointed  terms ; they  commanded  the  baron  de 
Befenval  ftill  to  be  detained  a prifoner ; or  if 
already  releafed,  they  authorized  the  different 
municipalities  to  exert  the  utmoft  diligence  in 
again  fecuring  him,  and  keeping  him  in  con- 
finement, till  they  fhould  receive  further  in- 
ftrudtions. 

The  fortitude  of  the  eledlors  was  not  proof 
againft  the  clamour  that  purfued  them.  By  a fe- 
cond  decree  they  endeavoured  to  explain  away  the 
firft ; and  afferted  that  their  indulgence  extended 
no  further  than  to  fecure  the  accufcd  from  in- 
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ftant  and  irregular  execution  ; but  was  by  no 
means  to  be  conflrued  into  an  intention  of 
fereening  the  guilty  from  that  punifhment 
which  legal  and  deliberate  juftice  might  think 
proper  to  inflidt  on  their  crimes.  After  hav- 
ing thus  attempted,  by  this  degrading  retrac- 
tion, to  efface  the  impreflion  occafioned  by 
their  hafty  but  humane  arret,  they  renounced 
all  funftions  with  which,  during  the  public  exi- 
gency, they  had  been  charged ; and  refigned  their 
powers  into  the  hands  of  the  deputies  of  the 
diftridts. 

In  confequence  of  this  explanation,  monfieur 
de  Bezenval,  whofe  opportune  abfcnce  had  pre- 
fented  to  pillage  without  refiftance  the  hotel  of 
invalids,  and  had  furnifhed  the  fury  of  the  peo- 
ple with  thofe  arms  which  they  afterwards 
turned  fo  fuccefsfully  againft  the  Baftile,  was 
conveyed  a prifoner  to  Brie-Corrite-  Robert  ; 
and  was  expofed  from  popular  caprice  to  a 
trial,  which  his  negligence  might  with  more 
propriety  perhaps  have  fubjedted  him  to,  from 
the  refentment  of  his  fovercign, 

Monfieur  Necker  could  not  entirely  conceal 
his  chagrin  at  the  mortifying  difappointment  he 
had  encountered  j “ My  happinefs  has  been  of 
•c  fhort  duration,”  was  his  concife  but  pathetic 
expreffion,  in  a letter  addrefied  to  the  late  e- 
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leftors.  That  hope  in  which  he  had  fo  latelf 
dreiTed  himfelf,  was  now  vanifhed ; and  he  per- 
ceived too  late,  that  though  his  name  might 
be  fuccefsfully  ufed  to  the  deftruction  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  his  influence  was  of  fmall  extent 
when  exerted  to  fave  them. 

His  retreat  had  excited  a general  infurrec- 
don,  but  his  return  was  far  from  infpiring  an 
univerfal  calm.  That  fcarcity,  which  had  re- 
l'ulted  from  the  fterility  of  the  laft  autumn, 
was  (till  feverely  felt  j and  if  not  immediately 
the  fource,  furniflied  a frequent  pretext  for  po- 
pular infurre&ion.  At  St.  Denys,  the  inhabi- 
tants furrounded  the  houfe  of  the  Sieur  Cha- 
tel,  lieutenant  to  the  mayor,  and  with  loud  me- 
naces, compelled  him  to  lower  the  price  of 
bread  to  a penny  in  the  pound.  Even  this 
concefiion  did  not  fatisfy  the  multitude;  their 
fccret  murmurs  broke  out  into  open  rage ; 
headed  by  three  foldiers  of  the  regiment  of 
Provence,  they  forced  the  houfe  of  the  unhappy 
objeft  of  their  fury ; for  a moment,  monfieur 
Chatel  deferred  his  fate  by  efcaping  to  a neigh- 
bouring fteeple ; but  die  place  a(  hi*  retreat 
was  unfortunately  difcovered ; lie  was  dragged 
forth,  and  facrificed  to  the  popular  madntfs 
with  circumftance*  too  barbarous  to  be  re- 
lated. 

The 
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The  city  of  Caen,  in  Normandy,  was  defti- 
ned  to  partake  the  fatal  effefts  of  civil  com- 
motion, and  to  behold  her  ftreets  polluted  with 
blood  : Her  citizens,  on  the  firft  turbulent  move- 
ments of  Paris,  had  followed  the  example  of 
the  capital ; they  had  afiumed  the  national 
cockade  j they  had  fcized  the  citadel  j poflcfled 
themfelves  of  the  arms  ; forced  the  ftate  prifons  •, 
and  releafed  thofe  criminals  which  the  govern- 
ment had  confined  for  carrying  on  a contra- 
band trade.  The  municipality  yielded  to  a 
ftorm  which  they  were  incapable  of  oppofing 
with  fuccefs  ; to  footh  the  minds  of  the  inha- 
bitants, the  price  of  bread  was  diminilhed  ; a 
militia  was  eftablifhed  j and  order  fcemed  once 
more  reftored. 

But  a new  incident  ferved  to  revive  that  dif- 
content,  which  was  rather  concealed  than  extin- 
guiihed.  Some  foldiers  of  the  regiment  of  Ar- 
tois, then  in  garrifon  at  Rennes,  happened  to 
appear  in  the  ftreets  of  Caen,  adorned  with  me- 
dals, the  recompenfe  of  fervices  which  they  had 
rendered  to  the  patriotic  party  5 between  thefc 
foldiers  and  fomc  dragoons  of  the  regiment  of 
Bourbon,  a quarrel  arofe,  in  which  the  former 
were  opprefled  by  the  numbers  of  the  latter, 
and  their  medals  were  wrefted  from  them. 
The  vanquilhcd  filled  die  city  with  their  com- 
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plaints ; they  accufed  the  marquis  de  Belzunce, 
major  of  the  regiment  of  Bourbon,  to  have  ex- 
cited his  foldiers  by  the  promife  of  pecuniary 
recompence  to  this  outrage.  The  citizens  fided 
with  the  foldiers  of  Artois  ; the  bells  founded 
the  alarm  j the  peafants  haftened  from  the 
neighbouring  villages  ; and  the  quarters  of  the 
regiment  of  Bourbon  were  inverted  by  above 
twenty  thoufand  men,  provided  with  cannon. 

The  municipality  of  the  city,  equally  defirous 
with  the  officers  of  the  regiment  of  Bourbon  to  pre- 
vent the  effufion  of  blood,  entered  into  a parley  j 
the  marquis  de  Belzunce  protefted  his  innocence, 
and  offered  to  appear  before  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and 
give  convincing  proofs  of  his  affertions:  His  regi- 
ment demanded  hoftages  for  his  fecurity  ; thefe 
Were  delivered  ■,  and  the  major,  confcious  of  his  in- 
tegrity, fiirrendered  himlelf  with  an  undaunted  coun- 
tenance: He  was  furrounded  by  the  militia,  and 
xondudted  to  the  citadel  as  the  place  of  greateft 
fafety.  Soon  after,  the  marquis  of  Harcourt,  who 
was  governor  of  the  province  of  Normandy,  fent 
orders  to  the  regiment  of  Bourbon  to  quit  Caen, 
in  hopes  that  its  departure  would  quiet  the  minds 
of  the  inhabitants:  Tranquillity  indeed  feemed 
already  cftabliffied ; and  fuch  was  the  confidence 
of  the  regiment  of  Bourbon  in  the  citizens,  that 
they  voluntarily  reilored  the  hoflages  they  had  re- 
ceived. 
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ceived.  But  they  had  fcarce  marched  out  of  the 
city,  than  they  had  reafon  to  repent  their  mif- 
placed  generality  j the  croud  once  more  rofe  in 
arms,  pierced  the  feeble  national  guard,  burft  o- 
pen  the  gates  of  the  citadel,  dragged  the  helplefs 
marquis  de  Belzunce  from  his  afylum  ; and  after 
putting  an  end  to  his  life,  fubje&ed  his  carcafe 
to  a thoufand  unworthy  infults. 

Strasbourg  wa^  the  theatre  of  feenes  more  fan- 
guinary  : That  city,  in  uniting  herfelf  to  France, 
had  preferved  her  ancient  cuftoms  and  form  of  go- 
vernment, which  in  a great  mealure  refembled  thofe 
of  the  other  imperial  cities  of  Germany,  But  that 
conditution,  which  in  the  beginning  had  been 
a pure  democracy,  had  infenfibly  been  converted 
into  an  ariftocracy ; and  the  citizens,  redrained  by 
a numerous  garrifon,  could  only  vent  their  com- 
plaints in  ineffedtual  murmurs. 

The  eledlion  of  deputies  to  the  dates -general 
revived  the  hopes  of  the  citizens  in  general,  and 
deprefled  thofe  of  the  magidrates  of  Scrafbourg, 
who  trembled  for  the  powers  they  had  ufurped. 
But  the  meafures  of  the  dates-general  were  at  fird 
tardy  and  indecifive ; and  we  have  already  noticed 
the  embarraflments  that  occupied  their  early 
moments ; yet  the  indant  that  the  dates  had 
affirmed  the  title  of  the  national  afiembly,  the 
acclamations  of  the  citizens  of  Stralbourg  were 
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mingled  with  the  mod  menacing  appearances; 
and  the  magiftrares,  to  allay  the  immediate  dif- 
content,  held  forth  the  mod  flattering  promifes.  . 

No  fooner  did  the  latter  fondly  imagine  the 
hour  of  danger  was  paft,  than  thefe  promifes 
were  evaded  or  retraded.  The  inhabitants,  en- 
raged at  their  breach  of  faith,  flew  to  arms; 
they  furrounded  the  Hotel  de  Ville  in  thou- 
fands ; the  rabble,  impatient  of  pillage,  feized 
the  favourable  inftant ; they  poured  from  their 
dark  retreat,  intermixed  with  the  citizens,  and 
urged  that  attack,  from  which  the  entreaties  of 
the  commander  of  the  garrifon  would  probably 
have  difluaded  the  more  relpcdable  clafs.  Lad- 
ders were  inftantly  procured ; fix  or  feven  hun- 
dred men  mounted  with  that  alacrity  which  the 
hopes  of  rapine  infpire ; the  doors  and  windows 
■were  forced  by  the  afifailants ; and  the  crowd  dilk 
perfed  themfelves  through  the  apartments  of  the 
Hotel  de  Ville. 

The  trembling  magiftrates  efcaped  indeed  their 
fury  by  fccret  avenues  which  were  unknown  to 
the  infurgents ; but  the  chefts  of  the  city  treafure 
were  broke  open : The  fund  for  the  fupport  of 
the  orphans  was  feized  and  divided  ; the  furniture 
was  deftroyed  ; and  the  thoughtlefs  crowd,  ex- 
ploring the  cellars  which  were  filled  with  the 
choiceft  wines,  gave  a loole  to  intoxication,  and 
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were  in  feveral  inftances  the  victims  of  their  own 
excefs. 

The  diforder  now  became  general ; the  fediti- 
ous  multitude  threatened  to  fet  fire  to  the  city  in 
feveral  places  j and  the  officers  of  the  garrifon, 
■who  had  conducted  tbemfelves  throughout  with 
the  greateft  forbearance  and  moderation,  now  or- 
dered the  troops  under  arms.  Strong  detach- 
ments were  appointed  to  the  arfenals,  the  maga- 
zines, the  treafury,  and  the  prifons  j fentinels 
were  placed  before  the  doors  of  the  magiftrates 
for  their  protection  : But  the  fame  difpofition  pre- 
vailed, to  prevent  the  effuGon  of  blood ; and  the 
injunctions  of  the  officers  to  their  foldiers,  were, 
to  form  a barrier  with  their  ranks  before  their  fe- 
veral pods,  and  to  make  ufe  of  their  arms  only 
in  their  perfonal  defence. 

The  infurgents  were  lefs  awed  by  the  appear* 
ance  of  the  military,  than  they  were  encouraged 
by  their  inactivity  •,  feveral  houfes  were  facked, 
and  others  were  threatened  with  the  flames.  It 
was  at  length  determined  to  employ  force,  as  the 
only  means  of  preferving  the  city  from  general 
deftruCtion ; the  diforderly  multitude  were  forced 
to  yield  to  the  charge  of  the  regulars  j feveral 
were  dangeroufly  wounded,  a greater  number 
were  fecurcd ; Of  the  latter,  one  who  had  been 
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mod  active  was  inftandy  executed,  and  two  more 
were  condemned  to  the  gallics. 

The  Municipality,  grateful  for  the  fcrvices 
which  the  troops  had  rendered,  had  ordered  them 
a pecuniary  gratification ; this  had  been  expend- 
ed at  the  tavern  j but  no  fooner  were  the  foldiers 
heated  with  wine  than  they  plunged  into  excefies 
ftill  more  fatal  than  thofe  which  they  had  re- 
ftrained : They  feized  their  arms,  and  defpifing 
the  voice  of  their  officers,  difperfed  themfelves 
through  the  trembling  city ; pillaged  the  houfes, 
forced  open  the  (late  prifons,  and  compelled  the 
regiments  of  Alface  and  Darmftadt,  who  had  hi- 
therto preferved  their  difeipline,  to  partake  their 
guilty  orgies. 

Satiate  at  length  of  plunder,  and  opprefied 
with  liquor,  they  at  laft  fuft'ered  themfelves  to  be 
conduced  by  their  officers  to  their  quarters  : 
Shame  the  next  morning  extorted  lbme  marks  of 
compunftion,  and  a promife  of  future  fubmif- 
fion ; and  the  prudent  precautions  of  monfieur  de 
Rochambeau,  governor  of  the  province,  contri- 
buted to  reftore  the  long  - loft  tranquillity  of 
Stralbourg. 

At  the  other  extremities  of  the  kingdom  the 
greateft  diflentions  prevailed  between  the  garrilon 
and  the  citiztns  of  Breft.  Two  thoufand  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Nantes,  completely  armed,  had 
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marched  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  the  latter ; an4 
the  molt  fatal  confequences  were  only  averted  by 
the  interpofition  and  concefflons  of  the  municipa- 
lity : The  citizens,  however,  perfifted  in  prefent- 
ing  a detail  of  their  grievances  to  the  national 
affembly,  and  in  demanding  the  count  d’Eftaing 
as  a governor ; whofe  nomination,  it  was  expect- 
ed, would  extinguifli  the  jealoufy  and  reftore  the 
harmony  of  the  province  of  Brittany. 

At  Mans,  monfieur  de  MontefTon  perifhed  by 
a mufquet  fhot,  after  beholding  his  father-in-law 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  populace  j in  Languedoc, 
monfieur  de  Barras  was  murdered  in  the  fight  of 
his  wife,  then  pregnant,  and  ready  to  lie-in : In 
(hort,  from  one  frontier  to  the  other,  the  enraged 
peafantry  were  armed  againft  their  former  lords  ; 
and  the  Seine  and  the  Loire,  the  Saone  and  the 
Rhone,  bluihed  with  the  nobleft  blood  of  France. 

The  national  aflembly  could  not  but  be  deeply 
imprefled  with  the  diforders  and  barbarities  which 
afflicted  and  difgraced  the  kingdom ; but  it  was 
afferted,  that  thefe  were  only  to  be  confidered  as 
the  temporary  effedts  of  a great  and  unprecedent- 
ed revolution;  that  thefe  cruelties,  which  made 
humanity  fhudder,  were  lefs  to  be  attributed  to  a 
favage  difpofition  in  the  people,  than  to  that  ar-» 
bitrary  government  which  had  fo  long  trampled 
under  foot  the  moft  facred  rights  of  mankind  j 

and 
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fnd  that  no  reafon  appeared  to  defpair  of  the 
public  fafety. 

Yet  even  that  aflembly,  from  whofe  councils 
and  decifions  fo  much  was  expected,  and  on  whofe 
prudence  and  unanimity  the  grandeur  and  happi- 
nefs  of  France  depended,  nourifhed  already  in  its 
bofom  the  feeds  of  fadtion  and  divifion.  The 
duke  of  Liancourt  had  now  po  He  fled  the  dignity 
of  prefident  for  a fortnight,  the  time  allotted  to 
that  fituation  : A confiderable  majority  had  given 
their  votes  to  raife  monfieur  Thouret  to  the  va- 
cant chair  5 but  the  party  that  had  oppofed  that 
gentleman’s  elevation,  ftill  continued  their  hoftile 
intrigues.  On  this  occafion,  monfieur  Thouret 
preferred  the  fervice  of  his  country  to  the  per- 
fonal  diftin&ion  that  had  been  conferred  on  him  j 
He  inftantly  wrote  a letter  to  his  predeceflor,  de- 
liring  him  to  deliver  into  the  hands  of  the  nati- 
onal aflembly,  that  power  with  which  they  had  lb 
lately  entrufted  him ; and  monfieur  Chappelier, 
an  advocate  by  profeffion,  and  deputy  for  Britta- 
ny, and  who  had  already  diftinguifhed  himfeif  by 
his  bold  and  turbulent  eloquence,  was  nominated 
in  his  place. 

The  aflembly  immediately  refumed  a fubjedt, 
which  for  fevcral  days  before  had  been  the  objedt 
of  their  difeuflion  ; and  the  celebrated  declaration 
of  “ The  Rights  or  Maw”  was  agitated  with 
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unwearied  zeal  and  ardour.  The  inconvenience 
pf  this  declaration  was  urged  by  the  duke  de 
Levi,  the  bifhop  of  Langres,  and  feveral  other 
members  of  diftin&ion.  They  afterted,  in  a mo- 
narchy, where  nccefiary  circumftances  are  fo  often 
oppofed  to  theoretical  principles,  that  the  veil 
could  not  be  totally  removed  from  the  eyes  of 
the  people  without  the  greateft  imprudence : It 
was  a fecret,  they  faid,  that  ought  to  be  conceal- 
ed till  a new  and  approved  conftitution  had  pla- 
ced the  ftate  in  that  fecurity,  that  it  could  be  re- 
vealed without  danger.  A declaration  of  that 
nature,  they  obferved,  was  not  neceffary  to  break 
the  chains  of  tyranny ; it  was  juft  laws  and  pru- 
dent regulations  that  the  people  demanded,  and 
not  abftra&ed  maxims  of  metaphyfics,  ufelefs  to 
the  multitude;  which  they  were  neither  capable 
of  comprehending,  and  which  could  not  be  fub- 
jefted  to  their  view  without  the  moft  evident 
hazard. 

The  ridicule  to  which  the  champions  of  the 
Declaration  beheld  themfelves  expofed,  did  not 
prevent  them  from  manfully  combating  in  its 
defence.  The  comte  dc  Montmorenci,  whofe 
long  and  illuftrious  train  of  anccftors  placed 
him  only  fecond  to  the  princes  of  the  blood,  with 
mefiieurs  Mounier,  de  Lally-Tollendal,  de  Mi- 
rabeau,  Target,  and  Barnavc,  all  diftinguifhed 
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themfelves  on  this  occafion.  They  ftrenuoufly 
maintained,  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  that 
this  declaration  Ihould  precede  the  formation  of 
a conftitution.  “ That  to  form  a free  people,  it 
“ was  requifitc  to  convince  them  in  what  con- 
“ filled  their  rights  and  their  liberty  j that  this 
fc  declaration  led  to  two  ufeful  and  important 
**  ends;  the  firft,  to  fix  the  fpirit  of  legiflation, 
“ that  in  future  it  might  not  wander  from  its 
*f  proper  courfe ; the  fecond,  to  diredl  the  repre- 
“ fentatives  of  the  people  in  forming  thofe  laws, 
“ which  it  was  impofiible  to  promulgate  at  the 
“ inftaiu,  and  which  could  only  be  the  efieft  of 
*c  long  time  and  mature  refle&ion.” 

“ It  has  been  reprefented,”  they  added,  “ that 
“ this  declaration  is  ufelefs,  becaufe  it  is  already 
“ imprefled  in  all  hearts ; and  that  it  is  danger- 
“ ous,  becaufe  the  people  themfelves  may  abufe 
tc  their  rights  : But  though  imprefled  on  all 

" hearts,  it  is  not  lefs  neceflary  to  renew  the 
“ traces  which  may  be  weakened  by  time;  and 
“ experience  has  already  taught  us,  that  a nation 
**  can  eafily  forget  its  advantages;  and  that  it 
" frequently  wants  perfeverance  to  maintain  its 
“ rights.  If  this  declaration  had  exilled,  the  a - 
**  bettors  of  flavery  had  never  prefumed  to  pub- 
“ lifii  thofe  dangerous  maxims  which  have  over- 
“ lhadowed  the  true  principles  of  freedom ; and 
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**  as  to  the  dread  that  the  people  themfelves 
“ lhould  abufe  thofe  rights  in  which  they  were 
“ inftru&ed,  every  example  of  Hiftory  (lands 
“ forth  in  oppofition  to  thefe  imaginary  fears. 
“ You  every  where  behold  the  people  tranquil 
“ and  happy  in  proportion  to  their  knowledge, 
<c  whilll  it  is  ignorance  alone  that  agitates  the 
“ minds  and  excites  the  troubled  fpirits  of  man- 
“ kind.” 

Whatever  deficiencies  the  arguments  of  thefe 
gentlemen  might  be  liable  to,  were  amply  fup- 
plied  by  the  popular  opinion.  The  majority 
within  doors  acquiefced  in  the  fentiments  of  thofe 
without;  and  it  was  decided,  that  there  Ihould 
be  a Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  that 
that  declaration  fhould  be  diftindt  from  and  pre- 
cede the  conftitution. 

From  long  metaphyfical  enquiries,  which  had 
been  accompanied  by  tedious  debates  and  tardy 
decifions,  the  national  afl'embly  rapidly  palled  to 
decrees  the  mod  intcrefting  in  their  nature,  and 
important  in  their  confequences.  The  feodal  fyf- 
tem,  that  ancient  oak  whofe  extenfive  lhade  had 
darkened  the  furface  of  the  empire,  whofe  roots, 
for  ages,  had  drained  the  moillure  of,  and  whofe 
branches  had  intercepted  the  fun  from,  the  foil  of 
France,  was  now  doomed  to  feel  the  axe,  and  to 
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fall  prodrate,  in  one  night,  beneath  the  repeated 
flrokes  of  the  public  enthufiafm. 

The  melancholy  diforders  which  afflicted  the 
provinces,  and  which  equally  menaced  the  public 
revenue  with  private  property  and  perfonal  fecu- 
rity,  awakened  the  affembly  from  their  dream  of 
tranquillity,  and  in  an  indant  imprefled  their 
minds  with  the  urgent  necedity  of  proceeding  to 
form  that  conftitution,  which  was  become  fcarce 
kfs  necdTary  to  the  grandeur  and  exidence  of 
France,  than  requifite  to  preferve  the  lives  and 
fortunes  of  her  citizens.  The  committee  of  re- 
ports had  prefented  a lively  and  affecting  pifture 
of  the  national  calamities ; and  it  was  propofed,  as 
a remedy  for  the  evils  which  daily  multiplied,  to 
publilh  a folemn  declaration,  in  which  all  condi- 
tions of  men  were  commanded,  under  the  penalty 
of  fevered  punifhment,  not  only  to  contribute 
their  proportions  to  the  burden  of  the  date,  but 
to  with-hold  on  no  pretence  whatfoever  thofe 
dues  to  which  the  original  land-holders  were  en- 
titled. 

This  propofal  was  encountered  by  a vigorous 
refidance  j the  one  party  reprefented  that  the  feu- 
dal laws  were  too  opprdfive,  the  taxes  too  parti- 
ally impofed,  and  the  public  didrefs  too  general, 
to  hope  any  happy  effects  from  fuch  a declara- 
tion j that  it  would  fall  foon  into  oblivion ; that 
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jnftead  of  diminifhing  it  would  increafe  the  evil, 
as  it  would  betray  the  weaknefs  of  the  national 
aflembly  ; at  the  fame  time  that  it  would  irritate 
the  minds  of  the  people,  which  at  prefent  required 
to  be  foothed  5 and  that  it  neceflarily  muft  be- 
come an  objed  of  derifion,  to  demand  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes,  the  inequality  and  injuftice  of 
which  every  perfon  was  fenfible  of. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  aflembly  were  reminded 
of  the  facred  rights  of  property ; the  immenfe 
deficiency  with  which  the  public  revenue  was 
threatened ; and  the  contempt  into  which  they 
would  fall,  if  they  had  not  recourfe  to  inftant  and 
vigorous  meafures;  that  a gloomy  filence  per- 
vaded the  courts  of  juftice ; that  their  authority 
could  only  be  reftored  by  regulations  the  mod 
decifive ; and  that  the  means  for  enforcing  might 
immediately  follow  the  declaration  itfelf. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  arguments,  it  was  a- 
greed,  that  a committee  fhould  be  entrufted  to 
draw  up  a plan  for  the  prefervation  of  the  rights 
of  the  proprietors  j and  that  plan  on  the  fourth  of 
Auguft,  was  prefented  to  the  infpe&icn,  and  for 
the  approbation  of  the  national  aflembly. 

It  ftated,  “ That  the  national  aflembly  taking 
” into  confideration,  whilft  it  had  been  folely 
*c  occupied  in  erecting  the  happinefs  of  the  na- 
<c  tion  on  the  baGs  of  a free  confticution,  that 
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“ the  diforders  and  violences  which  had  affli&ed 
“ the  different  provinces,  had  fpread  the  moft 
lc  boding  alarms  throughout  the  minds  of  the 
<c  people,  and  had  fundamentally  (truck  at  the 
“ facred  rights  of  property,  and  at  perfonal  fafe- 
“ ty ; and  confcious  that  thefe  diforders  could 
*c  not  but  retard  the  labours  of  that  alfembly, 
“ and  encourage  the  criminal  defigns  of  the 
“ enemies  of  the  public  welfate: 

It  now  declared,  “ That  the  ancient  laws  fub- 
**  Tided,  and  were  to  be  carried  into  execution, 
“ to  that  moment  when  the  nation  might  think 
“ proper  to  modify  or  abolilh  them ; that  the 
<c  taxes  alfo,  fuch  as  they  were  at  prefent,  were 
'**  punctually  to  be  paid,  according  to  the  arret 
“ of  the  national  affembly  of  the  17th  of  June 
" lad,  till  other  impofts  could  be  devifed,  and 
“ new  modes  of  collection  lefs  grievous  to  the 
“ people. 

“ That  all  cuftomary  rents  and  fervices  were 
“ to  be  difcharged  as  formerly ; and  that  all  efta- 
“ blifhed  laws,  for  the  fecurity  of  perfons  or  their 
“ property,  W'ere  to  be  univerlally  refpeCted. 

“ That  the  prefent  declaration  was  to  be  dif- 
“ perfed  throughout  the  provinces  j and  all  vicars 
**  and  curates  were  required  to  read  it  in  their 
xc  refpeCtive  churches  to  their  parifliioners,  and 
" to  exhort  them  to  obferve  and  obey  it.” 
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It  was  this  declaration  that  called  up  the  Vi- 
tomte  de  Noailles,  who,  delcended  from  a fa- 
mily long  celebrated  for  its  attachment  and  fer- 
vices  to  the  crown,  had  in  the  late  oppofition 
efpoufed  the  popular  party,  and  difplayed  a zeal 
in  reftraining  the  royal  influence,  at  leaft  equal 
to  that  which  his  anceftors  had  manifefted  in  ex  • 
tending  it. 

“ The  end*”  faid  he*  ic  to  which  this  declara- 
" tion  tends,  is  to  allay  that  fermentation  that 
,c  reigns  throughout  the  provinces ; to  allure  the 
'*  freedom  of  the  fubjeft,  and  to  confirm  the  true 
* right  of  the  proprietor-  But  how  is  it  poflible 
“ for  u$  to  attain  this  objedl,  without  clearly 
'*  afcertaining  the  fource  of  infurrcftion,  and  un- 
<f  derftanding  the  nature  of  the  difeafe*  to  which 
“ we  would  apply  a remedy  ? 

“ The  commons  have  proclaimed  their  de- 
" mands  to  this  affembly  in  too  audible  a voice 
<c  not  to  have  been  clearly  underftood  : It  is  not  a 
“ new  conftitution  which  they  require  j but  it  is 
“ the  abolition  of  the  excife ; the  fuppreffion  of 
“ vexatious  inferior  officers  j and  the  mitigation^ 
ct  or  extinction,  of  feignorial  rights*  which  they 
“ cxpedt  from  your  juftice. 

“ For  three  months  the  commons  have  beheld 
“ their  reprefentatives  exclufively  occupied  in 
“ what  they  themfelves  have  called,  and  what 
**  truly  are,  the  affairs  of  the  public  ; but  to  the 
“ commons,  the  affairs  of  the  public  appear  only 
vot,  nr.  F f “ thofc 
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“ thofe  objefts  which  they  defire,  and  mod  ar- 
“ dently  vvifh  to  obtain. 

“ After  all  the  different  opinions  which  have 
“ exilted  among  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,. 
“ the  provinces  have  call  their  eyes  only  on  two 
“ deferiptions  of  people ; the  one  who  have  arm- 
“ ed  in  their  fupport,  and  who  have  endeavoured 
“ to  promote  their  happinefs ; the  other,  thofe 
“ of rank  and  dillindlion,  who  have  exerted  them- 
“ lelves  to  oppofe  it.  In  thefe  circumftances  they 
“ conceived  it  a duty  to  repel  force  by  force ; 
“ and  indulged  in  liberty,  they  will  no  longer  bear 
f<  the  rein.  There  remains  but  one  method  to  re- 
“ ftore  tranquillity,  and  to  reconcile  them  to  civil 
“ government;  it  is  by  giving  them  folid  proofs, 
“ that  we  only  refill  their  defires  when  they 
“ might  prove  dangerous  to  their  own  profperity. 

“ To  reftore  therefore  that  confidence  which 
“ they  once  repofed  in  this  affembly,  and  to  re- 
lt  eftablilh  that  tranquillity  which  every  true 
" Frenchman  pants  after,  I propofe  firft.  That 
“ in  the  preamble  to  the  declaration  intended,  it 
“ fhall  be  expreffed,  that  the  public  taxes  {hall 
“ be  paid  by  every  individual  of  the  kingdom  in 
“ proportion  to  his  revenue  ; fecondly,  that  the 
“ burden  of  the  ftate  {half  in  future  be  equally 
" diftributed  among  all ; thirdly,  that  the  feudal 
“ rights  fliould  be  redeemed  at  a certain  price; 
“ and,  fourthly,  that  thofe  feignorial  claims  which 
,f  fall  under  the  defeription  of  perfonal  fervitude, 
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**  fhall  be  abolifhed  without  any  compenfation 
“ whatfoever.” 

The  general  revolution  throughout  the  king- 
dom was  fcarce  lefs  extraordinary  than  that  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  fentiments  of  different  fa- 
milies. The  late  Duke  d’Aiguillon  had  been  pro- 
fecuted  by  the  juft  refentment  of  the  parliament 
of  Brittany  ■,  he  had  been  purfued  by  the  adlive 
hatred  of  his  fellow-citizens  j and,  loaded  with 
the  general  execration,  had  fcarce  found  an  aly- 
lum  from  deftruiftion  in  the  prdte&ing  favour  of 
the  late  king.  The  fucceflor  to  his  dignity  now 
flood  forward  as  the  candidate  for  popular  ap- 
probation j he  not  only  feconded  the  motions  qf 
the  Vifcount  Noailles,  but  even  palled  the  boun- 
daries that  had  been  traced  by  that  nobleman. 
The  voice  of  fevcral  of  the  principal  clergy  was 
joined  to  that  of  the  nobility  j and  a popular 
affcmbly  was  not  tardy  in  receiving  conceffions, 
which  were  fo  advantageous  «j  a majority  of  their 
own  members,  and  which  were  propofed  by  thofe 
who  would  fuffer  moft  on  their  being  adopted. 

Among  the  facrifices  of  that  day,  the  rights  of 
fhe  chace  were  not  regarded  as  the  lead  impor- 
tant j and  perhaps  they  were  furrendered  with  the 
greateft  regret.  In  times  of  peace,  the  amufe- 
ments  of  the  field  had  been  confidered  as  no  in- 
different reprefentation  of  the  more  noble  toils  of 
war  j they  enured  the  mind  to  danger,  and  the 
body  to  fatigue  ; and  had  been  immemorially  pre- 
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ferved  from  the  multitude  as  a didinCtion  the  mod 
noble  and  facred  : But  as  they  were  poffibly  the 
mod  prized  by  the  nobility,  fo  they  were  confider- 
cd  by  the  commons  as  the  mod  obnoxious  of  the 
feudal  rights*  The  feverity  with  which  feveral 
lords  had  maintained  their  pretenfions,  and  the  un- 
remitting rigour  with  which  they  had  purfued  their 
unhappy  vaffals,  who  had  prefumed  to  trefpafs 
upon  their  game,  had  kindled  againd  this  pecu- 
liar privilege  a degree  of  odium,  which  was  only 
to  be  extingu  died  by  its  total  abolition. 

With  the  abolition  of  the  rights  of  the  chace, 
the  mod  important  regulations  were,  the  equali- 
zation of  the  public  burdens ; the  fuppreflion  of 
feudal  fervitude ; the  redemption  of  manorial 
rights,  under  the  titles  of  bannerites,  &c.  and  the 
dedrudtion  of  warrens  and  dove-cotes.  To  thele 
fucceeded  the  repeal  of  feveral  taxes  that  tvere 
confidered  as  mod  oppreflive ; a dereliction,  on 
the  fide  of  the  clergy,  of  thofe  rights  which  they 
poflefled  with  their  territoi  ial  property ; and  a 
refolution  to  enquire  into  the  penfions  and  grati- 
fications of  the  court,  which  were  to  be  refumed 
where  they  had  been  unworthily  t and  diminifhed 
where  they  had  been  lavilhly,  bedowed. 

To  commemorate  a day  which  had  given  birth 
to  fo  many,  and  to  fuch  important  reforms,  the 
duke  of  Liancourt  propofed,  that  a medal  fhould 
be  druck  with  the  following  infeription,  to  the 
abolition  of  all  privileges,  and  the  perfect  re-union 

•f 


Digitized  by  Google 


LEWIS  XVI. 


435 

tf  all  the  provinces  and  monficur  Lally-Tollen- 
dal  having  o'oferved,  that  it  was  in  the  aflembly 
of  the  itates-general,  that  Lewis  the  Twelfth  had 
been  named  tbe  Father  of  the  People,  moved, 
that  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  fhould  be  ftyled,  Re~ 
fiorer  of  tbe  Liberties  of  France.  The  moment  of 
enthufiafm  was  not  yet  palfed,  and  every  motion 
which  flattered  the  condudt  of  the  deputies  them- 
lelves,  and  imprefied  on  the  people  the  advan- 
rages  they  had  gained,  by  the  diminution  of  the 
royal  power,  was  readily  received,  and  inftantly 
adopted. 

The  late  decrees  of  the  national  aflembly  had 
been  received  by  the  inhabitants  of  Vcrfailles 
and  Paris  with  the  loudeft  and  moll  heart-felt 
acclamations  ; and  from  the  walls  of  the  ca- 
pital the  patriotic  ardour  foon  diflfufed  itfelf 
throughout  the  diftant  provinces.  Dauphine,  in 
whofe  bofom  the  feeds  of  liberty  had  long 
been  foftered;  and  who  claimed  the  merit  of 
firft  calling  them  into  life,  now  fet  an  exam- 
ple again  to  the  reft  of  France,  by  her  inftant 
compliance  with  the  views  of  the  national  af- 
fembly.  Iler  deputies  were  followed  by  thofe 
of  Brittany,  Provence,  Burgundy,  and  Lan- 
guedoc : The  cities  of  Lyons,  Marfeilles,  Bour- 
deaux  and  Strafbourg  were  equally  emulous  to 
difplay  their  zeal  and  concurrence  j and  all  ap- 
proaching the  bar  of  the  aflembly,  furrendered, 
jn  the  moll  unreferved  terms,  thofe  exclufive 
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privileges  which  they  formerly  had  defended  witl} 
the  mod  unlhaken  courage  againft  the  prcten- 
fions  of  the  Crown. 

Even  the  breafts  of  individuals  were  not 
proof  to  the  general  ardour;  feveral  of  the  no- 
bility on  this  occaGon  vhd  with  the  difinte- 
refted  profeffions  of  the  provinces  and  the  ci- 
ties, and  offered,  as  a facrifice  on  the  altar  of 
Liberty,  thole  privileges  which  the  late  declara- 
tion had  left  them;  declaring,  that  they  conft- 
dered  the  title  of  a Citizen  of  France,  as  the 
moll  honourable  dignity  they  could  poffefs. 

The  fanftity  of  religion  was  called  in,  to  add 
folcmnity  to  the  feene,  and  to  confecrate  the 
hour  of  liberty : The  archbilhop  of  Paris, 

ivhofe  extenfive  liberality  and  goodnefs  of  heart 
had  long  entitled  him  to  that  pre-eminence  of 
dignity  which  he  enjoyed,  but  who  in  the  firft 
Gage  of  the  revolution  had  nearly  fallen  a vic- 
tim to  the  blind  fury  of  the  multitude,  preft- 
ded  on  this  awful  occaGon  ; and  by  his  prefence, 
ferved  in  fome  meafure  to  dimini fh  that  pre- 
judice which  hitherto  had  prevailed  amongfl 
the  populace  againft  the  clergy,  and  to  reftorc 
his  order  to  that  conftdence  which  their  manly 
rcGgnation  and  diiintcreftcd  condudt  merited. 
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Chapter  the  Fiftieth. 


SITUATION  OF  THE  KING  — DESERTION  OF  THE  FRENCH 
AND  SWISS  GUARDS  — APPOINTMENT  OF  NEW  MINI. 
STERS  — DISTRESS  OF  THE  CAPITAL  — DISORDERS  AT 
LOUVIER  AND  PROVINS  — REPEATED  INSURRECTIONS 
OF  THE  PEOPLE  — ARRET  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY 
FOR  RESTORING  THE  PUBLIC  TRANQUILLITY  — REPRE- 
SENTATION OF  MONSIEUR  NECKER  ON  THE  FINANCES  — 
CONDITIONS  OF  THE  LOAN  CHANCED  BY  THE  NATION  AL 
ASSEMBLY  — DIFFICULTIES  THAT  EN -UE  — DEBATES  ON 
AND  ABOLITION  OF  TYTHES  — PATRIOTIC  CONTRIBU- 
TIONS—DEBATES  ON  THE  ROYAL  VETO  — CONDUCT  OF 
MONSIEUR  NECKER  — RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY,  ON  THE  CONSTITUTION  — RESIGN  ATIONS  OF 
COMTE  L ALL Y -TOLLENDAL,  AND  MESSIEURS  MOUNIER 
AND  BERGASSE— DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS. 


W HILE  the  bold  and  dccifive  meafures  of 
jhe  national  aflembly  excited  or  commanded 
general  attention,  the  voice  of  the  fovereign 
was  feebly  and  rarely  heard : The  little  influ- 
ence that  had  been  left  him  daily  diminilhedj 
his  grandeur  was  over-lhadowed  j his  authority 
was  eclipfed  j his  French  and  Swift  guards  had 
abandoned  all  duty  ; and  retiring  from  their  pods 
at  Verfailles,  had  marched  with  their  arms  and 
colours  to  join  their  companions,  who  had  al- 
F f 4 ready 
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ready  ranged  themfelves  on  the  popular  fide  i 
Each  hour  was  marked  with  fome  new  defer- 
tion  ; whilll  by  nature  incapable  of  energy  or 
enterprile,  Lewis  himfelf  feemed  the  only  calm 
fpeclator  of  a temped  which  Ihook  his  king- 
dom to  the  very  foundations  j nor  was  to  be 
roul'ed  to  a&ion  by  the  animated  remonftrances 
or  undaunted  fpirit  of  his  magnanimous  con- 
fort. 

The  national  aflembly,  on  every  occafion,  had 
hitherto  been  lavifli  in  their  profedions  of  refpeft 
and  loyajty  $ and  qn  thefe  profedions  the  royal 
hope  feemed  wholly  to  reft.  To  improve  the 
confidence  between  himfelf  and  the  legiflative 
body,  the  king  difmiffed  his  former  minitiers, 
and  bellowed  the  feals  on  the  archbilhop  of  Bor- 
deaux j entruded  to  the  archbilhop  of  Vienne, 
the  difpofal  cf  ecclcfiadical  promotions ; ap- 
pointed to  the  department  of  war,  monfieur  de 
la  Tour  du  Pin  ; and  called  to  his  council  the 
marechal  de  Beauvcau ; all  gentlemen  who  had 
been  nominated  as  deputies  to  the  national  af- 
fembly,  and  fome  of  them  eminently  diftin- 
guilhed  for  their  patriotic  zeal  and  eloquence. 

It  was  the  king’s  intention  to  have  conferred 
the  dignity  of  prime  miniltcr  on  monfieur  Neck- 
er ; but  that  liatefinan  thought  proper  to  decline 
the  invidious  diftin&ion ; requelling  that  his  in- 
fluence might  not  be  accompanied  by  any  public 
mark  or  title ; and  that  monfieur  Lambert,  who 
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bad  formerly  occupied  the  poll  of  comptroller 
general,  might  be  aflbciated  in  that  fituation  to 
his  labours  in  the  finances. 

The  count  de  Montmorin  was  replaced  as  mi- 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs ; to  monfieur  de  St.  Prieft 
was  allotted  the  home  department  j and  the  count 
de  la  Luzerne  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
marine;  at  the  fame  time  the  king  declared  hi? 
intention,  in  all  promotions  in  the  army  or  navy, 
the  royal  houfhold  or  magiftracy,  to  be  in  future 
guided  by  the  majority  of  his  council. 

The  late  decrees  of  the  national  aflembly  had 
been  prefented  to  his  majefty  by  the  duke  de 
Liancourt ; and  the  approbation  of  the  fovereign, 
after  fo  many  compliances,  feemed  little  more  than 
a matter  of  form : It  was,  however,  exprefled  in 
the  mod  gracious  manner ; and  the  king  added, 
that  he  perfedlly  relied  on  the  wifdom,  judg- 
ment, and  virtues  of  the  national  aflembly. 

But  the  fatisfadlion  of  that  aflembly  was  far 
from  pure  and  undiminilhed  : The  failure  of  the 
preceding  harveft  was  ftill  leverely  felt  through- 
out the  capital ; and  the  dil'content  of  the  inha- 
bitants was  not  confined  to  empty  murmurs. 
The  means  that  had  been  employed  under  the 
ancient  conftitution,  to  fubfift  that  immenfe  city, 
were  adapted  to  a vigorous  but  defpotic  govern- 
ment, and  could  no  longer  be  preferved  in  a 
revolution  which  had  delivered  commerce  from 
every  reftraint;  The  intereft  of  thofe  who  had 
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torn  to  difpofe  ,of,  would  naturally  indeed  point 
out  to  them  where  the  confumption  was  greateft, 
and  where  the  file  would  be  mod  rapid  and  ad- 
vantageous; but  in  the  firft  moments  of  in- 
quietude and  confufion,  all  intercourfe  with  the 
provinces  had  been  intercepted  ; and  it  was  deem- 
ed neceflary  to  provide  convoys  for  the  defence 
of  the  daily  provifions  that  entered  the  capital. 

Yet  the  terrors  of  famine,  and  the  conte  mpt  of 
authority,  which  rapidly  diffufed  itfelf  through  the 
lower  clals  of  the  people,  could  not  fail  of  pro- 
ducing confequences  the  mod  difagreeable.  The 
militia  of  Louvier  attacked  a convoy  of  corn 
which  was  afcending  the  Seine,  under  the  efcort 
©f  the  militia  of  Elbceuf ; the  boats  were  feized  } 
the  corn  was  conveyed  to  Louvier ; and  the  citi- 
zen who  commanded  the  detachment  from  El- 
bceuf, was  thrown  into  a dungeon,  and  con- 
ceived himfelf  fortunate  in  eluding  with  life  the 
feditious  fury  of  the  multitude. 

Circumftances  nearly  fimilar,  produced  at  Pre- 
vins fimilar  confequences.  Two  electors  of  Paris 
had  been  commiflioned  by  the  committee  of  fub- 
fiftence,  to  purchafe  in  that  town  a quantity  of 
corn,  where  the  grain  in  the  magazines  was  well 
known  to  exceed  the  wants  of  the  inh  ibitants  j 
but  the  people,  apprehenfive  of  being  involved  in 
the  diftrefs  of  their  neighbours,  were  no  fooncr 
informed  of  the  objedt  of  the  eledlors,  than  they 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  their  perfons ; they 
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perfiftcd  in  rcfufing  their  liberty  to  the  reiterated 
demands  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville ; and  to  procure 
their  releafe,  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  was  ob- 
liged to  order  a detachment  of  eight  hundred 
men,  with  cannon,  to  march  to  Provins. 

To  afiuage  the  troubled  minds  of  the  people, 
the  influence  and  authority  of  the  national  affem- 
bly  were  again  interpofed ; and  an  arret  was  pub- 
lished, in  which  it  was  declared  the  duty  of  all 
the  municipalities,  and  of  the  militia,  to  reftrain 
by  force  thofe  a£ts  of  violence  which  difhonoured 
the  kingdom,  and  annihilated  perfonal  Security : 
At  the  fame  time,  the  regular  troops  were  called 
upon  to  affift  wherever  it  was  neceffary,  and  to 
contribute  their  efforts  to  re-eftablifh  the  Safety 
of  the  citizen,  the  liberty  of  commerce,  and  the 
public  tranquillity. 

Even  the  celebrated  abolition  of  the  feudal 
fyftem  was  followed  by  events  far  different  from 
thofe  which  the  Vicomte  de  Noailles  had  fondly 
predicted.  The  peafants,  brutal  and  ignorant, 
conceived  themfelves  now  .releafed  from  every 
reftraint,  and  plunged  into  the  mod  melancholy 
excelfes  ■,  the  feats  of  the  nobility  were  once 
more  devoted  to  the  flames;  the  tribunals  of 
juftice  were  defpifed  and  infulted  ; and  even  the 
harveft,  the  future  hopes  of  the  nation,  was 
threatened  by  the  blind  fury  of  the  inconfiderate 
infurgents. 

Nor  did  the  internal  ftatc  of  the  finances  pre- 
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lent  an  objedl  of  lefs  ferious  and  painful  delibe- 
ration. In  the  picture  that  was  l’ubjccted  to  the 
eyes  of  the  national  alfembly  by  monfieur 
Neckcr,  that  ftatefman  afferted.  That  on  re-en- 
tering the  administration  he  had  found  in  the 
royal  treafury,  in  fpecie  or  bills  of  the  CailTe 
d’Efcompte,  only  four  hundred  thoufand  livresj 
that  the  deficit  between  the  revenue  and  the  ex- 
penditure was  immenfe,  and  that  public  credit  was 
extinguifhed : That  he  had  thought  it  his  duty 
to  conduct  affairs  without  any  extraordinary  or 
violent  effort,  to  that  period  when  order  might 
be  introduced  by  the  regulations  of  the  national 
affembly;  but  that  moment  fo  delirable,  was,  he 
now  perceived,  at  a greater  diftance  than  he  had 
originally  expedted.  In  the  mean  time,  extraor- 
dinary expences,  and  unexpedted  deficiencies  ir- 
the  revenue,  daily  augmented  the  diforders  of  the 
finances ; the  quantities  of  grain  that  the  king 
had  been  obliged  to  purchafe  for  the  fubfiftence 
of  his  fubjects ; the  works  he  had  thought  it 
prudent  to  engage  in.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Paris,  to  give  bread  to  twelve  thoufand  labour- 
ers, at  ten  pence  a day,  were  combined  with  the 
defalcation  of  the  duties  on  fait  and  tobacco ; 
which  were  fallen  to  one-half  of  their  original 
value  by  the  audacity  of  the  fir.ugglcrs,  who, 
confident  in  their  numbers,  publicly  carried  on 
their  illegal  commerce ; that  the  cuftoms  had 
fuffered  in  proportion  to  the  excifc ; that  feveral 
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terriers  'were  deftroyed,  the  houfes  pf  the  col- 
leftors  pillaged,  and  the  public  regifters  burnt} 
that  the  twentieth,  the  poll,  and  the  capitation 
taxes,  were  either  delayed  or  abfolutely  refufed. 

After  this  melancholy  expofition,  the  minifter 
demanded,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  that  the 
public  aflembly  Ihould  fanftion  a loan  of  thirty 
millions,  to  latisfy  the  inevitable  engagements  and 
expences  for  the  two  following  months,  during 
which  interval  he  doubted  not  that  the  conftitutioA 
would  either  be  eftablilhed,  or  at  leaft  confider- 
ably  advanced. 

“ 1 conceive,”  laid  he,  “ that  it  will  not  oft 
“ this  occafion  be  requifite  to  allure  die  public 
“ confidence  by  the  offer  of  exorbitant  inter- 
ell.  I propole  that  this  loan  lhall  be  negori- 
*c  ated  at  the  Ample  intereft  of  five  per  cent, 
“ and  each  fubferiber  to  be  reimburfed,  if  he 
**  defires  it,  in  the  next  feflion  of  the  national 
“ aflembly  : That  this  reimburfement  is  to  Hand 
“ the  foremoft  amidll  thofe  arrangements 
“ which  are  to  be  made  for  the  eftablifliment  o5f 
“ a finking  fund : That  the  loan  Ihould  be  ei- 

ther  in  notes  payable  to  the  bearer,  or  in  con- 
“ trails,  as  the  lubferibers  Ihould  deem  moll 
“ convenient ; and  that  a lift  Ihould  be  formed 
“ of  the  fubferibers  to  this  patriotic  loan ; and  that 
" this  lift  Ihould  be  communicated  to  the  na- 
“ tional  aflembly,  and  preferved,  if  they  think 
" proper,  on  their  journals.” 

“ You 
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“ You  will  not,  gentlemen,”  continued  he,  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  the  national  affembly,  “ re- 
“ fufe  your  fandion  to  this  loan.  Numerous 
“ diftrids  have,  doubtlefs,  demanded  that  a con- 
“ ftitution  Ihould  be  eftablifhed,  before  any  tax 
“ or  loan  fhould  take  place  j but  who  could  have 
“ forefeen  thofe  difficulties  which  have  retarded 
“ your  labours  ? It  is  to  you  that  the  fiafety 
“ of  the  Hate  is  confided  j it  is  to  you  that  the 
“ people  look  up  for  their  future  happinefs ; 
**  you  alone  have  the  means  to  avert  the  tempeft 
“ that  impends  over  us.  For  my  own  part,  I 
“ have  fulfilled  rny  tafk ; I have  depofited  in 
“ your  hands  the  knowledge  of  affairs  j and  what- 
“ ever  method  you  may  adopt,  my  duty  will 
“ always  bind  me  to  refped  your  opinions,  and 
“ to  give  you,  to  the  laft  moments  of  my  life, 
“ proofs  of  my  zeal  and  attachment.” 

“ Yet,”  concluded  he,  “ notwithftanding  the 
“ evil  that  menaces,  the  kingdom  is  entire  j and 
“ the  diffufion  of  knowledge  may  fertilize  the 
*c  feeds  of  profperity.  Let,  therefore,  no  one  of 
“ tliis  affembly,  nor  of  the  nation  itfclf,  refign 
“ himfelf  to  defpair  ; the  eyes  of  the  king 
“ are  now  opened  to  the  true  interefts  of  the 
“ kingdom  j his  fubjedls  have  preferved  a re- 
<l  gard  for  his  perfon,  which  the  return  of  tran- 
“ quillity  will  increafe  and  fortify : Let  us  rather, 
,c  gentleme::,  deliver  ourfelves  to  the  happy  prof- 
“ ped  which  hope  prefents.  Hereafter,  perhaps, 
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« in  the  Full  enjoyment  of  a liberty  tempered 
<f  by  difcretion,  and  a confidence  unclouded  by 
**  diftruft,  France  will  efface  the  remembrance 
“ of  thefe  times  of  calamity  ; and  poffehid  of 
“ benefits  which  Ihe  will  owe  to  your  geac- 
K rous  efforts,  will  ftill  retain  her  gratirude  to 
“ that  monarch  whom  you  have  acknowledged 
*c  the  fovereign  of  your  affedions. 

However  the  national  afiembly  might  re* 
fped  the  integrity,  or  be  impreffed  by  the  elo- 
quence of  monfieur  Necker,  they  were  far  from 
delivering  themfelves  to  a blind  confidence  j 
even  in  the  firft  moments  fome  fymptoms  of  jea- 
loufy  appeared  ; and  the  propofal  of  monfieur  de 
Clermont-Lodeve,  that  they  fliould  deliberate  in 
the  prefence  of  the  royal  minifters,  was  rejeded 
as  infiduous,  and  incompatible  with  the  freedom 
of  debate.  To  afeertain  the  neceffity  of  the  loan- 
itfclf,  it  was  thought  proper  to  fubmit  it  to  the 
confideration  of  the  committee  of  finance  j and 
even  when  that  committee  had  confirmed  the 
urgent  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  the  means  of  re- 
lieving them  remained  ftill  an  objed  of  difeuf- 
fion. 

The  affembly,  on  one  fide,  limited  by  die  in** 
ftrudions  of  their  conftituents,  that  they  fliould 
not  confent  to  any  loan  until  the  conftitutiotr 
was  formed,  and,  on  the  other,  preffed  by  die 
public  exigency,  wilhed  to  prelerve  their  refped 
to  the  firft,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  fliould 
. . not 
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hot  refufe  their  abidance  to  the  laft.  There  tfca'S 
not  a deputy  who  regarded  not  the  fuccours  de- 
manded by  the  minifter  as  indifpenfable ; they 
were  convinced  the  loan  was  of  that  nature  that 
could  neither  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  ex- 
ecutive power,  nor  augment  in  any  confiderable 
degree  the  burdens  of  the  people ;;  the  fum  in 
itfelf  was  fmall,  and  the  conditions  propofed  far 
from  unreafonable  : Yet  they  dreaded  the  popu- 
lar clamour,  and  thole  fufpicions  which  might 
attend  their  deviation  from  that  path,  which  had 
been  traced  for  their  footfteps. 

At  length  they  determined  to  fteef,  what  they 
deemed  a middle  and  prudent  courie  j they  con- 
tented to  the  loan,  but  they  changed  the  condi- 
tions on  which  it  was  to  have  been  negociated. 
Confiding  in  that  general  enthufiafm  which  they 
themfelves  were  fenfible  of,  they  decreed  that 
lecurity  Ihould  be  given  to  the  fubferibers ; that 
no  term  fhould  be  named  for  the  reimburfement ; 
and  that  the  intereft  Ihould  be  fixed  at  only  four 
and  a half  per  cent. 

Thefe  regulations  were  at  firft  received  with 
applaufe  by  the  public ; but  they  were  loon 
taught  by  experience,  that  the  flame  of  patriotifm 
burns  not  in  the  cold  and  interefted  bofoms  of 
agents  and  brokers,  and  that  numerous  off- 
spring of  the  funds,  who  owe  their  exiftence  to 
the  national  diftrefs : Thefe  regarded  in  filence 
propolals  that  promifed  fo  fcanty  an  harveft, 
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Juid  determined  to  wait  till  the  public  neceflitie* 
Ihould  extort  terms  more  advantageous.  Twen- 
ty days  after  the  loan  of  thirty  millions  had  been 
decreed,  two  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  livies 
only  had  been  fubferibed.  The  delay  augmented 
the  confufiori  of  the  finances  and  the  public 
wants  : Forty  millions  of  livreS  n ;w  became  ne- 
ceffary  ; and  to  procure  thefe,  it  was  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  vote  a loan  of  eighty  millions,  at  five 
per  cent,  and  to  be  redeemed  in  ten  years. 

Each  ftep  rendered  more  perplexed  the  la- 
byrinth in  which  the  national  afiembly  had  in- 
volved itfelf.  Unaccuftomed  to  money  fpectl- 
lations,  their  firft  error  had  arifen  from  too  lively 
a confidence  in  the  patriotifm  of  the  nation  j 
their  fccond  meafure  withdrew  the  veil;  prefented 
to  every  eye  the  public  mifery ; and  by  the  profit 
they  now  readily  agreed  to,  and  the  magnitude  of 
the  loan  they  had  opened,  they  inCreafedthe  general 
diftruft,  and  fatally  blafted  their  own  expeftations. 

The  national  afiembly,  fo  Unfpttunate  in  their 
firft  effort  of  finance,  now  direfted  their  atten- 
tion to  meafures  which  might  efface  the  recollec- 
tion of  their  difgrace,  and  might  allure  or  con- 
firm the  attachment  of  the  multitude.  The 
tythes  in  France,  as  in  general  throughout  Eu- 
rope, had  been  long  confidered  by  the  cultivator 
of  the  land  as  a heavy  and  intolerable  burden ; 
the  committee  to  whofe  confideration  this  ar- 
ticle had  been  referred,  had  propofed  that  all 
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tythes,  ecclefiaflical  as  well  as  laic,  Ihould  be  reft- 
dered  redeemable.  But  this  redemption  was  fub- 
jed  to  eflfential  objections : It  confounded  the 

impropriate  tythes  with  thofe  of  the  church  j it 
militated  againft  the  intention  of  the  aflembly, 
which  was  to  relieve  the  farmer,  or  hufbandman  ; 
and  afforded  an  endlefs  fourcc  of  litigation  in 
afeertaining  the  value  at  which  that  redemption 
was  to  be  fixed. 

Thcfe  objections  were  ably  fupported  by  the 
lively  eloquence  of  the  comte  de  Mirabeau;  while 
the  claims  of  the  church  found  a warm  and 
ftrenuous  defender  in  the  abbe  Sieyes,  who  had 
formerly  fo  eminently  diftinguilhed  himfetf 
as  the  fuccefsful  champion  of  the  Tiers -Etat. 
He  urged,  that  as  the  tythe  was  not  a tax  efla- 
blifhed  by  the  nation,  but  a rent  charge  to 
which  the  firft  proprietors  had  fubjeCted  their 
eftates,  the  nation  was  by  no  means  competent 
to  abolifh  it,  to  the  benefit  of  the  prefcnt  poffef- 
fors  who  had  purchafed  their  lands  under  the 
ftipulation  of  conflantly  difeharging  it.  The 
tythe  was,  therefore,  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy, 
a legal  property;  and,  as  injurious  to  the  public 
welfare,  it  could  only  be  abolifhed  by  the  fame 
means  as  it  was  cuftomary  to  obferve  in  the  abo- 
lition of  other  rights  ; that  was  to  fay,  by  a com- 
penfation  voluntarily  agreed  on  between  thofe  who 
received  and  thofe  who  paid  tythes  ; or  eftablifh- 
td  by  the  moderation  and  equity  of  the  national 
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aflembly : That  the  fums  which  might  be  drawn 
from  fuch  a compenfation,  might  be  placed  in  fuch 
a manner  as  to  contribute  to  the  primitive  ob- 
jeft  in  the  eftablilhment  of  tythes,  and  yet,  under 
the  prefent  circumftances,  to  furnilh  moft  effential 
refourccs  to  the  nation. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  the  tythes  could 
not  be  converted  into  a fettled  income,  as 
they  were  not  immediately  derived  from  the 
ground  itfelfj  but  from  the  produce  of  it,  which 
was  various  and  uncertain  ; and  as  they  had  not 
originaHy  been  derived  from  any  grant  of  land, 
they  could  not  be  confidered  as  a real  eftate,  but 
merely  as  a gratification,  which  the  nation  had 
appointed  to  recompenle  thole  who  inftru&ed  the 
people  in  religion  and  morality ; and  fince,  by 
the  confeflion  of  the  clergy  themfelves,  the  tythes 
might  be  redeemed  by  individuals  or  communi- 
ties, they  certainly  might  be  redeemed  by  the  u- 
nited  voice  of  thofe  individuals  or  communities* 
by  the  nation  at  large. 

While  yet  the  majority  of  the  clergy  ftruggled 
againft  a propofal,  which,  if  adopted,  they  con- 
ceived would  mortally  wound  the  power  of  their 
order,  the  temporary  enthufiafm  of  a few,  ren- 
dered in  a moment  their  exertions  ineffectual. 
The  debate  which  had  been  interrupted  by  the 
latenefs  of  the  hour  was  renewed  the  Succeeding 
dayj  when  monfieur  Ricart  de  Seault  read  to 
■the  affembly,  a deed  fubferibed  by  fifteen  or 
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twenty  curates,  who  voluntarily  furrendered  the 
tythes  they  enjoyed  into  the  hands  of  the  na- 
tion, and  confided  in  its  equity  to  provide  for 
them  a proper  and  decent  fubfiftencc.  “ Gen- 
tlemen,” added  monfieur  Seault,  amidft  the  ap- 
plaufes  of  the  affembly,  “ I depofit  this  a£t, 
“ with  which  I have  the  honour  of  being  en- 
“ trufted,  on  your  table,  to  afford  an  opportu- 
“ nity  to  all  thofe  who  are  willing  to  fign  it.’* 
Inftantly  the  numerous  body  of  curates,  who 
had  been  nominated  as  deputies  to  the  affembly,. 
preffed  towards  the  table,  and  difputed  with  each 
other  the  honour  of  firft  fubferibing  their  names# 
Their  example  was  followed  by  the  dignified  cler- 
gy : “ In  my  own  name,”  exclaimed  the  venera- 
ble archbifhop  of  Paris,  “ and  in  thofe  of  my 
brethren  prefent,  I depofit  the  tythes  of  the 
“ church  in  the  hands  of  a nation  juft  and  gene- 
**  rous:  Thao  the  gofpel  fhould  be  propagated, 
V that  divine  worfhip  fhould  be  celebrated  with 
“ dignity  and  decency,  that  the  churches  fhould 
" be  provided  with  zealous  and  virtuous  paftors,. 

and  that  the  poor  fhould  be  nourifhed  j thefe 
“ were  the  ends  for  which  thofe  tythes  were  al- 
0 lotted  us ; and  we  doubt  not  that  the  juft  ice 
“ of  the  national  affembly  will  ftill  fupply  us 
“ with  means  for  fulfilling  duties  fo  facred  and 
“ effential.  This,”  added  the  cardinal  de  Roche, 
foucault,  “ is  the  foie  prayer  of  the  clergy,  who 
“ place  rheir  whole  confidence  in  the  equity  of 
“ the  nation,”  The 
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The  national  aflembly  received  with  tranfport 
an  offer  fo  confiftent  with  their  views,  and  fo 
fuperior  to  their  expectations  j they,  were  pro- 
fufe  in  their  encomiums,  and  in  their  promifes  of 
compenfation : But  the  generality  of  the  clergy 
throughout  the  kingdom  difeovered  but  little 
fatisfaCtion  at  the  liberality  of  their  reprefenta* 
tives ; they  accufed  them  of  having  annihilated, 
by  their  rafh  or  timid  concurrence,  the  influence 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  order;  and  their  clamours  were 
increafed,  when  they  perceived  that  the  compenfa- 
tion with  which  they  had  been  allured,  was  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  revenue  they  had  furrendered. 

But  the  refources  which  the  national  aflembly 
contemplated  from  the  abolition  of  tythes,  were 
precarious  anddiftant;  the  diftrefs  of  the  public 
was  immediate  and  urgent ; the  plcaftng  vifions 
of  monfieur  Necker  had  gradually  receded  from 
his  fight,  and  ^he  horrors  of  a national  bank- 
ruptcy opened  to  his  view;  however  he  might 
vary  the  fhape  in  which  he  addrefied  it,  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  the  people  was  ftill  his  only  hope ; he 
had  npw  recourfe  to  it  in  a manner  which  nothing 
but  the  imperious  voice  of  neceflity  could  autho- 
rize, and  nothing  but  the  ipoft  unbounded  zeal 
could  render  fuccefsful, 

The  idea  of  relieving  a flatc  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions, poflefles  fomething  fo  natural  and  fo 
fafeinating  to  an  inexperienced  ftatefman,  that  it 
Jus  been  frequently  recurred  to,  and  almoft  a*  fre- 
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qyently  been  attended  by  difappointment.  But 
as  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  France  was  unprece- 
dented, fo  alfo  might  be  the  confequences  of  this 
expedient ; and  the  miniftcr  having  already  per- 
ceived that  his  influence  among  the  reprei'enta- 
lives  of  the  people  daily  diminiftied,  was  willing 
to  afcertain  how  far  he  retained  his  empire  over 
the  people  themfelvcs. 

Throughout  the  different  provincial  capitals, 
offices  were  opened,  and  the  people  were  invited 
to  depofit  on  the  altar  of  the  new  conftitution, 
their  plate,  their  jewels,  and  a fourth  of  their 
aftual  revenue.  On  this  occafion,  the  fuccefs, 
though  not  fufficient  to  extinguifh  the  wants  of 
the  ftate,  exceeded  the  moft  fanguine  expectations 
of  the  minifter ; a general  ardour  feemed  to  per- 
vade every  rank  and  defcription  throughout  the 
kingdom ; the  fumptuous  fide-boards  which  had 
miniftred  to  the  vanity  of  the  nobility,  the  anci- 
ent and  maffy  veffels  which  had  been  lb  long  con- 
feprated  to  religious  fervices,  the  very  ornaments 
of  the  fair-fex,  fwclled  the  promifcuous  pile,  and 
were  cheerfully  offered  as  a facrifice  to  freedom  : 
Even  thofe  who  molt  dreaded,  and  in  fecret  were 
moft  defirous,  of  embarraffing  the  new  fyftem  of 
government,  endeavoured  to  elude  the  fufpicionsof 
their  countrymen,  by  the  moft  liberal  donations. 

But  at  the  fame  time  that  the  people  fo  largely 
contributed  to  alleviate  the  public  diftrefs,  their 
clamours  againft  the  influence  of  the  throne  af- 
firmed 
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fumed  a louder  and  more  decifive  tone.  In  the 
capital  efpecially,  the  various  clubs  and  popular 
afifemblies  boldly  erefted  themfelves  againft  the 
royal  Janttion ; while  the  committee  which  had 
been  nominated  by  the  national  affembly  to  ar- 
range the  form  of  the  new  conftitution,  far  from 
acquiefcing  with  the  opinions  without  doors,  re- 
prefented  it  as  effential  to  the  very  exiftence  of 
the  government,  that  the  king  on  every  lawfliould 
be  entrufted  with  an  abjolute  veto  or  negative. 

The  debates  on  this  occafion  were  long  and  vi- 
gorous, and  the  fermentation  of  the  people  violent, 
it  was  even  thought  neceffary  to  afifure  the  fafety 
of  the  capital  by  numerous  guards  of  militia,  and 
the  proreftion  of  cannon.  Thofe  who  fupported 
the  royal  fanftion  were  loudly  menaced  with  the 
weight  of  the  public  indignation:  Yet  the  dan- 
gers that  environed  them,  did  not  prevent  them 
from  difeharging  their  duty,  and  openly  proclaim- 
ing their  fentiments. 

Among  thofe  who  moft  eminently  diftinguiflied 
themfcjyes  on  this  occafion  were  the  comtes  de 
Mirabeau,  and  J^ally-ToJlcndal,  and  meflieurs 
Mounier  and  Bergafie : They  urged,  that  no  le- 
giflative  aft  could  be  confidcred  as  law  till  fanc- 
ttoned  by  the  king  ; that  his  cqijfent  alone  coujdl 
render  it  binding,  and  ftamp  it  facred  and  invio- 
lable : And  fince  no  aft  could  be  confiderecf  as 
Jaw  till  confirmed  by  his  fanftion,  that  fanftion 
pught  to  be  free  and  voluntary;  that  if  i^  was  no?, 
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it  could  only  be  confidered  as  a form,  requifitr  to 
the  coniecration,  and  not  as  the  effence,  of  the 
aft  itfelf  $ and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  placed 
in  the  rank  of  thofe  qualities  which  form  the  very 
Cxiftence  of  the  law. 

They  afferted  that  thofe  only  whp  were  attach- 
ed to  the  two  following  propofitions  : The  one, 
that  all  legiflative  afts,  which  ought  always  to  be 
propofed,  debated,  and  formed  in  the  bolom  of 
the  national  affembly,  require,  as  eftablifhed  law, 
to  be  fanftioned  by  the  approbation  of  the  fove- 
reign  ; the  other,  that  the  monarch  being  free 
to  confent  or  diflfent,  might  give  or  refufc  inde- 
finitely his  fanftion,  had  conceived  a clear  and 
fimple  idea  of  thofe  maxims  which  had  been  re- 
ceived as  the  foundation  of  all  monarchies. 

Thefe  principles  were  oppofed  by  meflieurs 
Chappelier,  Barnave,  and  Lameth  j they  repre- 
sented, that  as  all  powers  were  to  be  confidered  a$ 
fo  many  emanations  from  the  people,  it  was  rr.oft 
inconfiftent  and  dangerous  to  allow  to  the  will  of 
an  individual,  a controlling  authority  over  the 
will  of  the  nation  at  large  j that  fuch  a propofal 
could  only  be  the  refult  of  a plan  deliberately 
hoftile  to  liberty,  and,  if  adopted,  could  only  be 
attended  by  the  re-eftablifhment  of  defpotifm. 

Amidft  thefe  various  difeufiions,  a new  expe- 
dient feemed  for  a moment  to  unite  the  difeordant 
opinions  of  the  public;  and  while  the  abfolute  veto 
appeared  ta  yield  to  the  jealoufy  of  the  populace, 
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a Jttfpenfive  veto  was  propofed  to  fupply  the  va- 
cancy it  had  left.  But  this  alfo  was  fuon  difco- 
vered  to  be  liable  to  innumerable  objections ; tQ 
leave  it  unlimited,  was  again  to  fall  into  the  fyf- 
tem  of  the  abfolute  veto,  and  only  to  change  the 
name,  and  not  the  nature  of  that  invidious  pre- 
rogative; to  fuffer  it  to  depend  on  the  judgment 
of  provincial  alfembjies,  or  the  inftruftions  of 
the  conftituent  bodv,  was  to  eftablifh  an  appeal  to 
the  people,  far  diftant  from  the  intentions  of  the 
national  affembly,  and  moft  dangerous  in  its  con- 
fcquences : To  reftrain  it  to  any  fixed  term,  was 
at  once  to  deftroy  the  effect  of  it ; to  lofe  the  ad- 
vantages, and  to  preferve  the  inconveniencics  with 
which  it  was  pregnant. 

Though  monfieur  Necker,  from  the  moment 
that  the  terms  he  had  recommended  for  the  late 
loan  were  rejected,  was  convinced  that  his  influ- 
ence in  the  natipnal  affembly  daily  declined,  yet 
he  was  perfuaded,  on  this  important  occafion,  to 
try  once  more  the  effeft  of  his  fentiments ; thefe 
were  generally  known  to  be  favourable  to  the 
expedient  that  had  been  propofed  in  the  JuJ- 
fenftve  veto ; and  that  they  might  have  more 
weight,  and  be  more  ftrongly  impreffed  on  the 
minds  of  the  affembly,  he  delivered  them  in  writ- 
ing. But  the  majority  of  the  affembly  confidered 
this  procedure  as  an  innovation  inconfiftent  with 
their  dignity,  and  the  letter  of  the  minifter  of  the 
finances  was  returned  unopened. 
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It  was  on  the  twenty-third,  that  the  majority 
of  the  national  aflembly,  wearied  out  with  the  vain 
bope  of  uniting  the  public  opinion,  proceeded  to 
complete  the  decrees  which  were  to  form  the  fu- 
ture conftitution  of  France,  and  to  colled  them 
for  the  general  information  ip  the  following  nine- 
teen important  refolutions. 

ift.  That  all  power  originally  was  derived  from 
the  nation,  and  could  only  continue  tp  flow  from 
that  fource. 

ad.  That  the  French  government  was  monar- 
chical ; that  there  was  no  autho'ity  in  France  fu- 
perior  to  the  law ; that  the  king  reigned  only  by 
the  law  j and  that  it  was  only  by  yirtue  of  the  laws 
that  he  could  claim  the  obedience  of  his  people. 

3d.  That  the  national  aflembly  has  acknow- 
ledged and  declared,  as  fundamental  points  of  the 
monarchy,  that  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign  is  fa- 
cred  and  inviolable}  that  the  throne  is  indiyifible; 
that  the  crown  is  hereditary  in  the  prefent  royal 
family,  from  male  to  male,  in  order  of  primoge- 
niture, Jto  the  perpetual  and  abfolute  exclufion  of 
the  females  and  their  defeendants,  without  deck- 
ing on  the  eflfeft  of  renunciations. 

4th.  That  the  national  aflembly  fliall  be  permanent. 

5th.  That  the  national  aflembly  fliall  be  com- 
pofed  of  only  one  chamber. 

6th.  That  the  return  of  the  deputies  to  the  na- 
tional aflemblics  fliall  be  for  two  years. 

7th.  That  on  the  expiration  of  that  term,  aa 
entire  new  re-ele&ion  fhall  take  place.  $th. 
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8th.  That  the  legiflative  power  is  veiled  in  the 
pational  affembly,  who  Ihall  exercife  it  as  follows: 

9th.  No  aft  of  the  legiflative  body  can  be  con- 
fidered  as  law,  if  it  is  not  framed  by  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation,  freely  and  legally  chofen; 
and  if  it  is  not  fanftioned  by  the  monarch. 

10th.  The  king  can  refufe  his  affent  to  any 
aft  of  the  legiflative  body. 

nth.  In  that  cafe  where  the  king  Ifiall  inter- 
pole  his  negative,  that  negative  Ihall  be  conii- 
dered  only  as  fufpenfive. 

lath.  Thp  negative  of  the  king  Ihall  ceafe  to 
exift  on  the  eleftion  of  the  national  affembly,  which 
next  follows  that  in  which  the  law  was  propofed. 

13th.  The  king  may  invite  the  national  affem- 
bly to  deliberate  on  any  fubjeft ; but  to  propofe 
any  new  laws  is  the  exclufive  prerogative  of  the 
reprefciuatives  of  the  people. 

14.  The  creation  or  fuppreflion  of  offices  can- 
not take  place,  but  in  confequence  of  an  aft  of 
the  legiflative  body,  fanftiqned  by  the  king. 

15th.  No  tax  or  contribution  in  kind,  or  in 
money,  can  be  levied;  no  loan  direft  or  indireft 
can  be  negociated  by  any  other  means  than  by  an 
exprefs  decree  of  the  affembly  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  nation. 

1 6th.  The  fupreme  executive  power  is  exclu- 
fivejy  veiled  in  the  hands  of  the  king. 

17th.  The  executive  power  can  enaft  no  laws, 
not  even  proyifional ; but  only  is  allowed  to  iffqe 
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proclamations  conformable  to  the  law,  to  recall 
or  enforce  obedience  to  it. 

- 1 8th.  The  minifters  and  the  other  agents  of  the 
executive  power,  are  refoonfible  for  the  application 
of  the  different  form  in  their  departments,  as  well 
’ as  for  every  infringement  of  the  laws,  whatever 
orders  they  may  have  received  j but  no  order  of 
the  king  is  to  be  executed,  unlefs  figned  by  his 
majefty  himfelf,  and  counter-figned  by  the  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  or  the  minifter  of  the  department. 

19th.  The  judicial  power  can  on  no  occafioii 
whaefoever  be  exercifed  by  the  king,  nor  by  the 
legiflative  body  •,  but  juftice  is  to  be  adminiftered 
in  the  name  of  the  king  by  thofe  tribunals  efta- 
jblifoed  by  law,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  conftitution,  and  the  forms  which  the  law  pre- 
feribes. 

Such  were  the  articles  decreed  as  the  future  land, 
marks  of  the  conftitution  of  France ; and  as  thele, 
without  exprefsly  naming,  completely  extinguilhed 
the  abfolute  veto,  which  comte  Lally-Tollendal 
and  meffieurs  Mounier  and  Bergaffe  had  deferibed 
as  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  the  exiftence  of  the 
■ftate,  thofe  gentlemen  declined  continuing  any 
longer  members  of  a committeee,  whofe  repre- 
fentations  were  difregarded  ; and  accordingly  gave 
in  their  difmiflion. 

The  articles  of  the  ccnjlitution  had  been  preceded 
by  a declaration  of  the  rights  of  men  and  of  citizens, 
lcarce  lefs  remarkable  for  the  folemnity  with  which 
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it  was  introduced,  than  for  the  important  matter 
which  it  contained. 

' The  preamble  ftates,  that  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  of  Frince  formed  into  a national 
aflcmbly,  confidering  that  ignorance,  negleft,  or 
contempt  of  human  rights,  are  the  foie  caufe* 
of  public  misfortunes,  and  corruptions  of  go- 
vern ment,  have  refolved  to  fet  forth,  in  a folemn 
declaration,  thefe  natural,  imprefcriptible,  and  un- 
alienable rights.  That  this  declaration  being  con- 
ftantly  prefent  to  the  minds  of  the  members  of 
the  Body  Social,  they  may  be  ever  kept  attentive 
to  their  rights  and  their  duties ; that  the  acts  of 
the  legiflative  and  executive  powers  of  govern- 
ment being  capable  of  being  every  moment  com- 
pared with  the  end  of  political  inftiturions,  may 
be  more  refpe&ed ; and  alfo  that  the  future  claims 
of  the  citizens  being  directed  by  fimple  and  in- 
conteftible  principles,  may  always  tend  to  the 
maintenance  of  die  conftitution,  and  the  general 
happinefs. 

For  thefe  reafons,  the  national  affembly  doth  re- 
cognize and  declare,  in  the  prefence  of  the  fupremc 
Being , and  with  the  hope  of  his  blefling  and  favour, 
the  following  facred  rights  of  men  and  citizens. 

ift.  Men  were  born  and  always  continue  free  and 
equal  in  refpedt  of  their  rights  } civil  diftinttions 
therefore  can  be  founded  only  in  public  ucilicy. 

adly.  The  end  of  all  political  aflociauons,  is 
the  prefcrvation  of  the  natural  and  imprefcriptible 
i rights 
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rights  of  men  ■,  and  thefc  rights  are,  liberty,  pro- 
perty, feourity,  and  refiftance  of  oppreffion. 

3dly.  That  the  nation  is  effentially  the  fource 
of  all  fovereignty  j nor  can  any  individual,  or  any 
body  of  men,  be  entitled  to  any  authority,  which 
is  not  exprefliy  derived  frOrti  it. 

4thly.  Political  liberty  confifts  in  the  power  of 
doing  whatever  does  not  injure  another  ; the 
exercife  of  the  natural  rights  of  every  man,  has 
no  other  limits  than  thole  which  are  necelfary  to 
fecure  to  every  other  man  the  free  exercife  of  the 
fame  rights ; and  thefe  limits  are  determinable 
only  by  the  law. 

5thly.  The  law  ought  to  prohibit  only  aftions 
hurtful  to  foeiety  s What  is  not  prohibited  by  the 
law  Ihould  not  be  oppofed  ; nor  Ihould  any  one  be 
compelled  to  that  which  the  law  does  not  require. 

6thly.  The  law  is  an  expreffion  of  the  will  of  the 
community.  All  citizens  have  a right  to  concur, 
either  perfonally  or  by  their  reprefentatives,  in  its 
formation:  It  Ihould  be  the  fame  to  all,  whether 
it  prote&s  or  punifhesj  and  all  being  equal  in 
its  fight,  are  equally  eligible  to  all  honours,  places, 
and  employments,  according  to  their  different 
abilities,  without  any  other  diftinftion  than  that 
created  by  their  virtues  and  talents. 

7thly.  No  man  fhall  be  accufed,  arrefted,  or 
held  in  confinement,  except  in  cafes  determined 
by  the  law,  and  according  to  the  forms  which  it 
has  preferibed.  All  who  promote,  folicit,  exe- 
cute. 
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cute,  orcaufe  to  be  executed,  arbitrary  orders, 
ought  to  be  punifhed ; and  every  citizen  called 
upon  or  apprehended  by  virtue  of  the  law,  ought 
immediately  to  obey,  and  renders  himfelf  culpa- 
ble by  refiftance. 

8thly.  The  law  ought  to  impofe  no  other  pe- 
nalties than  fuch  as  are  ablolutely  and  evidently 
neceffary  ■,  and  no  one  ought  to  be  punilhed  but 
in  virtue  of  a law  promulgated  before  the  of- 
fence, and  legally  applied. 

9thly.  Every  man  being  prefumed  innocent  till 
he  has  been  convidted,  whenever  his  detention  be- 
becomes  indifpenfable,  all  rigour  to  him,  more 
than  is  neceffary  to  fecure  his  perion,  ought  to  be 
provided  againfl  by  the  law. 

iothly.  No  man  ought  to  be  molefted  on  ac- 
count of  his  opinions,  not  even  of  his  religious 
opinions,  provided  his  avowal  of  them  does  not 
diflurb  the  public  order  eftablifhed  by  law. 

tithly.  The  unreftrained  communication  of 
thoughts  and  opinions  being  one  of  the  moft  pre- 
cious rights  of  man,  every  citizen  may  fpeak, 
write,  and  publifh  freely,  provided  lie  is  refponfi- 
ble  for  the  abufe  of  this  liberty  in  cafes  deter- 
mined by  the  law. 

iathly.  A public  force  being  neceffary  to  give 
fecurity  to  the  rights  of  men  and  citizens,  that 
force  is  inftituted  for  the  benefit  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  not  for  the  particular  advantage  of  the 
perfons  to  whom  it  is  entrufted. 

I3thly,  A 
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I3thly.  A common  contribution  being  necef- 
fary  for  the  fupport  of  the  public  force,  and  for 
defraying  the  other  expencel  of  government,  it 
ought  to  be  divided  equally  among  the  members; 
of  the  community,  according  to  their  abilities. 

I4thly.  Every  citizen  hat  a right,  either  by 
himfelf  or  his  reprefcntative,  to  a free  voice  in 
determining  the  neceffity  of  public  contributions, 
the  appropriation  of  them,  and  their  amount, 
mode  of  afleffment,  and  duration. 

I5thly.  Every  community  has  a right  to  de- 
mand of  all  its  agents  an  account  of  their  conduft. 

t6thly.  Every  community,  in  which  a repara- 
tion of  powers  and  a fecurity  of  rights  are  not 
provided  for,  wants  a conftitution. 

I7thly.  The  right  to  property  being  inviola- 
ble and  facred,  no  one  ought  to  be  deprived  of 
it,  except  in  cafes  of  evident  public  neceffity,  le- 
gaily  afeertained,  and  on  condition  of  a previous 
juft  indemnity. 

The  fimplicity  that  reigns  throughout  this  de- 
claration was  admirably  fuited  to  the  purpofes 
for  which  it  was  intended.  A plain  fyftem  of 
government  was  prefented  to  the  view  of  the 
moft  limited  capacity ; and  while  each  citizen  was 
taught  to  look  up  to  thofe  rights  which  are  in- 
herent in  man,  he  was  inftruCted  to  fubmit  with- 
out repining  to  thofe  burdens,  and  that  reftrainr, 
which  were  neceflary  to  the  prefervacon  of  the 
ftate,  and  to  his  own  protection. 

Chatter 
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Chapter  the  Fifty-firjl, 


Scarcity  at  pAris — commotions  at  Ver- 
sailles  REGIMENT  OF  FLANDERS  ORDERED 

TO  VERSAILLES ENTERTAINMENT  OF  THE 

GARDES-DU-CORPS— REPORTS  AND  DISCON- 
TENT OF  THE  CAPITAL — DEPUTATION  OF  THE 
GRENADIERS  TO  THE  MARQJIIS  DE  LA  FAY- 
ETTE—-INSURRECTION  OF  THE  POPULACE— 

Tillage  the  hotel  de  ville — march  to 
Versailles— -discussion  of  the  national 

ASSEMBLY  ON  THE  KING’S  ANSWER  TO  THE 
ARTICLES  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION INTER- 

RUPTED BY  THE  ARRIVAL  OF  THE  INSUR- 
GENTS—DEPUTATION  TO  THE  KING— HIS  MA- 
JESTY’S ANSWER — DISCONTENT  OF  THE  PO- 
PULACE— ATTACK  ON  THE  GARDES-DU-COR TS 

THEY  RETREAT  TO  KAMBOUILLET— MARCH 

OF  THE  MARQJ7IS  DE  LA  FAYETTE  JO  VER- 
SAILLES— HIS  CONDUCT  — THE  PALACE  OP 

Versailles  is  attacked  by  the  popu- 
lace— MASSACRE  OF  THE  GARDES-DU-CORPS 
VOL.  III.  Hh  — CAL- 
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— GALLANTRY  OF  MONSIEUR  MIOMANDRE  — 
ESCAPE  OF  THE  QUEEN— THE  KING  CONSENTS 
TO  QUIT  VERSAILLES PROCEEDS  TO  THE  CA- 
PITAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  HIS  JOURNEY RE- 

TIRES TO  THE  TUILLIERS" — CONDUCT  OF  THE 
DUKE  OF  ORLEANS — ACCEPTS  OF  A COMMIS- 
SION TO  ENGLAND ENQJTIRY  OF  THE  CHATE- 

LET DECISION  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSEM- 
BLY  RETREAT  OF  MESSIEURS  LALLY-TOL- 

LENDAL  AND  MOUNIER. 


In  the  revolution  that  prefents  itfelf,  the  mind 
of  the  reader  is  fcarce  cheered  by  the  profpeft  of 
tranquillity,  before  it  is  again  overcaft  by  the 
gathering  florins  of  civil  commotion.  The  de- 
claration of  right,  and  the  articles  of  the  new 
conftitution,  might  have  foothed  the  angry  fpirits, 
and  kindled  the  hopes  of  France;  but  her  har- 
veft  of  ideal  profperity  was  blafted  by  the  chil- 
ling breath  of  famine;  neither  the  exertion  of 
the  committee  of  fubfiftence,  the  precautions  of 
the  minifter  of  the  finances,  nor  the  liberality 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who  devoted  his  princely 
revenue  to  alleviate  the  public  diftrefs,  could  pre- 
vent the  Parifians  from  being  affailed  by  that 
fcarcity  which  ftill  afflifted  France,  and  was  alfo 
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Telt  in  fome  meafure  by  the  neighbouring  king- 
doms. 

Even  Vcrfailles,  the  royal  refidence,  was  not 
exempt  from  its  Ihare  of  mifery ; fome  popular 
tumults  which  prevailed  in  the  ftreets,  and  which 
were  excited  by  the  extravagant  price  of  bread, 
ferved  as  a pretext  for  the  municipality  to  de- 
mand, and  the  king  to  confent,  to  the  regiment 
of  Flanders  being  fummoned  to  preferve  the 
public  tranquillity.  This  meafure,  which  at  firft 
appeared  of  no  importance,  was  foon  productive 
of  confequences  the  mod  unexpected  and  fan- 
guinary. 

Though  through  every  Itage  of  the  late  revo- 
lution, the  monarch  himfelf  had  appeared  zealous 
to  comply  with  the  willies  of  his  people,  yet  it 
was  fuppofed  the  high  and  manly  fpirit  of  his 
confort,  was  feverely  wounded  by  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  regal  authority.  Whatever  oppo- 
fition  had  occurred  from  the  throne  was  at- 
tributed to  her  counfels,  and  the  influence  the 
comte  d’Artois  poflefied  over  his  royal  filler-in- 
law, with  the  avowed  fentiments  of  that  prince, 
induced  the  nation  in  general  to  regard  the  queen 
with  jealoufy  and  fufpicion. 

Thefe  fufpicions  were  increafed  by  the  arrival 
of  the  regiment  of  Flanders  ; and  the  capital,  ever 
tremuloufly  alive  to  danger,  beheld  with  ajaun- 
H h z diced 
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diced  eye  the  vicinity  of  a body  of  regular  troofps, 
whofe  prefence,  it  was  aflerted,  could  be  produc- 
tive of  no  real  advantage,  who  might  be  nourilh- 
ed  at  a lefs  expence  in  any  of  the  provinces,  and 
whofe  confumption  of  corn  would  increafe  that 
fcarcity,  from  which  the  inhabitants  of  Paris  al- 
ready eminently  fuffered. 

Such  were  the  fubjefts  of  immediate  remon- 
ftrance,  when  a new  and  more  lively  caufe  of 
complaint  and  jealoufy  prefented  itfelf.  The 
gardes-du-corps,  or  houfehold  troops  of  the  king, 
had  invited  to  an  entertainment  the  regiment  of 
Flanders.  Though  it  is  an  ancient  cuftom  in  the 
French  fervice  to  pay  this  compliment  to  every 
regiment  that  arrives,  yet  as  it  had  been  delayed 
fometime,  prudence  at  leaft  would  have  di&ated 
the  omiflion  of  it  at  fo  critical  a moment. 

The  circum  fiances  that  attended  the  entertain- 
ment, were  far  from  allaying  thofe  fears  which 
had  been  excited  by  the  arrival  of  the  regiment 
of  Flanders.  Befides  that  corps,  the  houfehold 
troops  invited  feveral  officers  of  the  militia  of 
Verfailles,  with  their  commander  the  celebrated 
count  d’Eftaing.  ' Even  the  common  foldiers  of 
the  Swifs  guards,  the  chaffeurs  of  Trois  Eveches, 
tmd  the  grenadiers  of  Flanders,  were  admitted 
into  the  faloon  where  the  feaft  was  prepared  ; 
liquor  was  plentifully  diftributed ; the  health  of 
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the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  dauphin  were  drank 
with  the  loudeft  acclamations;  but  that  of  the 
nation  was  reje&ed.  The  royal  family  themfelves 
appeared  on  this  occafion  ; the  air  of  “ Oh  Rich- 
**  ard ! Oh  my  king!”  from  Richard  Coeur  de 
Lion,  was  played  by  the  band ; and  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  evening  feveral  ladies  of  the  court 
prefenred  themfelves,  and  diftributed  white  cock- 
ades, which  were  eagerly  received,  though  the 
regiment  of  Flanders  had  previoufly  borne  that 
of  the  nation. 

If  in  this  tranfa&ion  the  court  can  be  acquitted 
of  any  regular  defign,  it  yet  mull  Hand  convicted 
of  the  higheft  imprudence.  In  the  new  and  un- 
fettled Bate  of  affairs  to  countenance  thefe  Bac- 
chanalian orgies,  was  at  leaf!  an  unpardonable  in- 
difcretion ; the  national  cockade  was  confidered 
as  the  emblem  of  attachment  to  the  new  conftitu- 
tion;  yet  the  fold iers  of  Flanders  were  prevailed 
on  to  abandon  it,  and  refume  that  which  they  had 
worn  under  the  ancient  government;  while  the 
female  attendants  of  the  queen  difplayed  their 
zeal,  by  furnifhing  thefe  enfigns  of  open  and  un- 
difguifed  difaffeftion. 

The  rumour  of  thefe  occurrences  rapidly  fpread 
from  Verfailles  to  Paris;  it  had  been  preceded  by 
a report  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  king  to 
quit  his  palace,  and  accompanied  by  the  queen, 
H h 3 whofe 
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whofe  reproaches,  it  was  fuppofed,  had  arouzed 
him  to  this  decifive  meafure,  to  efcape  to  Metz  j 
there  to  affemble  what  forces  he  could  depend 
upon  ; and  ered  once  more  the  ftandard  of  def- 
potifm.  The  recall  of  regular  troops  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  capital  gave  weight  to  this 
report ; and  the  Parifians  had  no  fmall  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  from  the  moment  of  the  king’s 
retreat,  the  fcanty  fupplies  of  grain,  which  fur- 
nilhcd  at  prefent  but  a bare  fubfiftence  to  the 
capital,  would  be  entirely  intercepted. 

Thefe  difcontents  were  not  long  confined  to 
fecret  and  ineffectual  murmurs ; on  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  myfterious  entertainmentat  Vcrfailles, 
the  clamours  of  the  populace  affirmed  a louder 
and  more  menacing  tone.  The  militia  of  Paris, 
and  the  ancient  French  guards,  joined  in  the  ge- 
neral indignation.  On  the  fourth  of  Odober, 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  was  then  at  the 
committee  of  police,  was  addreffed  by  fix  grena- 
diers, who  informed  him  that  they  were  deputies 
from  the  fix  grenadier  companies  ; that  though 
they  entertained  no  doubt  of  his  integrity,  they 
believed  he  himfelf  to  be  betrayed  by  the  go- 
vernment ; that  it  was  time  an  end  lhould  be  put 
to  the  public  diftrefs ; that  they  could  not  turn 
their  arms  again!!  women  who  demanded  bread  ; 
that  the  committee  of  fubfiftence  deceived  them, 

and 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  Of  FRANCE. 


469 


and  ought  to  be  abolilhed.  That  they  were  de- 
termined to  go  to  Verfailles,  and  exterminate  the 
gardes-du-corps  and  the  regiment  of  Flanders, 
who  had  trampled  under  foot  the  national  cock- 
ade. That  if  the  king  of  France  was  too  feeble 
to  bear  the  weight  of  the  crown,  they  would  de* 
pofe  him,  and  that  they  would  crown  his  fon  j 
and  then  all  would  go  well. 

Language  fo  alarming,  it  might  have  been 
naturally  expedted  would  have  induced  the  mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette,  as  colonel  general  of  the 
militia,  to  have  adopted  every  poflible  precau- 
tion j but  whatever  were  his  motives,  that  noble- 
man contented  himfelf  with  limply  haranguing 
the  grenadiers,  and  recommending  patience  and 
forbearance. 

His  eloquence  on  this  occafion  was  not  at- 
tended with  the  effedts  that  he  might  have  fondly 
imagined.  The  progrefs  of  difeontent  was  rapid 
and  frightful.  Some  hundreds  of  the  mod  li* 
centious  and  daring  of  the  rabble,  chiefly  women, 
collected  from  the  markets  and  public  halls, 
armed  with  ftaves,  pikes,  and  every  weapon  that 
their  blind  fury  could  fiipply,  poured  from  their 
dark  and  fecret  lurking  places.  They  furrounded 
the  Hotel  de  Ville  with  fearful  cries,  forced 
open  the  doors,  and  poflefled  themfelves  of  the 
arms.  Their  numbers  were  foon  fwelled  to  fe- 
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veral  thoufands,  by  fucceffive  and  motley  groups 
of  both  fexes,  furnilhed  with  fufils  and  piftols, 
fwords  and  poignards,  lances  and  hatchets,  and 
dragging  two  pieces  of  cannon.  To  this  dcf- 
perate  and  tumultuous  hoft  the  marquis  de  Saint 
Huruge,  a nobleman  of  ancient  family  in  Bur- 
gundy, but  of  fullied  reputation,  and  doubtful 
intellects,  joined  himfelf. 

Thefe  lawlefs  infurgents,  animated  by  a furvey 
of  their  ftrength,  and  the  feditious  harangues  of 
their  new  leader,  at  length  took  the  road  to  Ver- 
failles.  On  their  route  they  compelled  the  dif- 
ferent paflengers  whom  they  met,  and  efpecially 
the  women,  to  mingle  in  their  train.  Terror  and 
difmay  preceded  their  van  ; the  villages  through 
which  they  palled  were  deferted ; the  Ihops  and 
houfes  were  Ihut  on  their  approach ; and  the  in- 
habitants who  remained  in  any  town  were  happy 
to  redeem  themfelves  from  pillage  by  a liberal 
diltribution  of  bread  and  wine. 

Intoxicated  with  rage  and  liquor,  the  frantic 
crowd  about  half  after  three  o’clock  precipitated 
themfelves  on  Vcrfailles.  The  king  that  morning 
had  fat  out  for  Mcudon,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
amufements  of  the  chace,  when  he  was  firft  informed 
of  the  march  of  the  infurgents  ; he  inftantly  return- 
ed to  the  ealile,  and  arrived  a quarter  of  an  hour 
before  the  appearance  of  the  hoftile  rabble;  yet  far 
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from  regarding  their  difpofitions  as  really  dan- 
gerous; to  the  prince  of  Luxembourg,  the  cap- 
tain of  his  guards,  and  who  enquired  if  his  ma- 
jefty  had  any  orders  to  give ; he  replied,  with  a 
fmile,  “ what  for  women  ? you  furcly  jeft.” 

.The  national  affembly  was  engaged  in  difcuf- 
fing  the  anfwer  of  the  king  to  the  articles  of  the 
conftitution.  His  majefty  had  acceded  to  them, 
on  the  condition  that  the  executive  power  fliould 
remain  whole  and  undiminifhed  in  his  hands.  But 
this  refervation  was  far  from  meeting  the  general 
approbation.  It  was  obferved,  that  though  the 
king  had  acceded  to  them,  that  he  had  not  ac- 
cepted them ; it  was  propofed,  that  he  fhould 
fwear  to  obferve  them  in  the  prefence  of  the 
affembly;  and  amidft  this  diverfity  of  opiniou, 
the  fatal  entertainment  of  the  firft  of  Oftober,  the 
fource  of  fo  many  fufpicions,  and  finiftrous  events, 
was  introduced  into  debate. 

While  yet  the  minds  of  the  deputies  were  agi- 
tated by  this  relation,  and  the  various  motions 
that  attended  it,  monfieur  Mounier,  the  prefident, 
communicated  the  alarming  intelligence  that  he 
had  juft  received;  that  an  armed  concourfe  of 
.thirty  or  forty  thoufand  people  were  on  their 
march  from  Paris.  On  this  news  the  affembly 
refolved  that  the  prefident  Ihould  wait  upon  the 
king  to  obtain  a pure  and  Ample  acceptation  of 
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the  articles  of  the  conftitution  ; and  were  already 
prepared  to  break  up,  when  they  were  inter- 
rupted by  the  unwelcome  and  formidable  pre- 
fence of  the  infurgents. 

Thefe  prcfcnted  themfelves  with  loud  cries  and 
imprecations  at  the  doors  of  the  afl'embly,  and 
threatened  to  force  the  guards  that  defended 
them.  To  avoid  this  dangerous  extremity,  it 
was  decreed  by  a majority  of  voices  to  permit 
them  to  enter ; they  immediately  prefled  forwards 
in  great  numbers,  and  the  benches  were  inftantly 
occupied  by  a crowd  of  women,  dillained  with 
dull  and  fweat,  deaf  to  reafon,  inflamed  w ith  li- 
quor, and  infatiate  of  blood. 

Two  men,  who  aflumed  the  tone  of  authority, 
appeared  at  their  head.  The  firfl  addrefi'ed  the 
afl'embly,  and  informed  them  that  they  were  come 
from  Vcrfailles  for  bread  and  money  ; and  at  the 
fame  time  to  punifh  the  gardes-du-corps,  who 
had  infulted  the  patriotic  cockade.  That  like 
good  patriots  they  had  on  their  route  taken  away 
by  force  all  the  white  and  black  cockades  that 
they  had  met  with  ; and,  drawing  one  out  of  his 
pocket,  he  concluded  with  obferving,  “ that  he 
“ would  have  the  pleafure  of  tearing  it  to  pieces 

in  the  prefence  of  that  afl'embly. ” His  af- 
fociate  added,  that  they  would  compel  every  one 
to  wear  the  national  cockade.  A murmur  of 
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difcontent  at  this  expreffion  fpread  itfeif  through 
the  aflembly  ; which  only  produced  from  the  uni- 
daunted  and  lawlefs  orator  the  exclamation  of 

what!  are  we  not  all  brethren  ?”  while  the  pre- 
fident,  fenfible  of  the  danger  which  impended 
over  him,  condefcended  to  anfwer  in  terms  of 
the  mildeft  expoftulation. 

This  Angular  dialogue  was  interrupted  by  the 
tumultuous  cries  of  the  women,  who  demanded 
with  menacing  geftures,  bread  for  themfelves,  and 
for  Paris,  In  vain  did  monfieur  Mounier  repre- 
fent  the  conftant  attention  of  the  aflembly  to 
their  diftrefs ; in  vain  did  he  hold  up  the  flatter- 
ing profped  of  future  relief,  and  intreat  them  to 
retire  in  peace ; his  promifes  and  felicitations 
were  equally  difregarded  ; and  the  national  af- 
fembly,  difmayed  by  the  imperious  voice  of  the 
infurgents,  fought  only  to  avert  deftrudion  by 
the  mod  degrading  compliances. 

The  majority  confirmed  again  the  decree 
refpeding  the  articles  of  the  conftitution  ; they 
appointed  once  more  the  prefident,  accompanied 
by  a deputation,  to  return  to  the  king  to  obtain  not 
only  his  acceptation  of  thofe  articles,  but  alfo  his 
affiftance  in  relieving  Paris,  and  allaying  that 
fcarcity  which  threatened  the  mod  fatal  confe- 
quences  : but  at  the  moment  that  monfieur  Mou- 
nier rofe  to  depart,  the  women  who  furrounded 
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him  proclaimed  their  intention  of  accompanying 
him  to  the  king;  and  it  was  with  the  greateft  dif- 
ficulty that  he  could  prevail  on  them  to  limit 
their  demand  to  fix  of  their  number. 

The  pidturc  which  this  motly  deputation  pre- 
fented,  and  the  embaralfments  which  attended 
it,  cannot  be  better  defcribed  than  from  the  pen 
of  the  prefident  himfelf ; “ wc  were,”  fays  he, 
(<  on  foot,  expofed  to  the  mud  and  a heavy  rain. 
“ A crowd  of  the  inhabitants  of  Verfailles  lined 
**  on  each  fide  the  avenue  that  conduced  to  the 
“ caftle;  the  women  from  Paris  were  formed 
“ into  different  groupes,  mingled  with  a certain 
*c  number  of  men,  for  thp  mod  part  covered 
**  with  rags,  their  countenances  fierce,  their  gef- 
**  tures  menacing,  and  railing  the  mod  fearful 
“ howlings.  They  were  armed  with  fufils,  and  old 

pikes,  with  hatchets,  with  ftaves  guarded  with 
tl  iron,  long  poles,  having  at  the  end  the  blades 
“ of  fwords  or  knives.  Small  detachments  of 
“ the  gardes-du-corps  formed  the  patroles  ; and 
“ pafied  on  full  gallop,  amidft  the  cries  and  hilfes 
“ of  the  populace. 

“ We  advanced,”  continues  monfieur  Mou- 
“ nier;  “ and  another  party  of  men  armed  alfo 
“ with  pikes,  and  hatchets,  and  ftaves,  ap- 
“ proached  to  efcort  the  deputation.  The 
“ ftrange  and  numerous  train  by  which  the  de- 

“ puties 
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“ puties  were  followed,  was  miftaken  for  a crowd 
“ of  the  infurgents.  The  gardes-du-corps  charg- 
“ ed  acrofs  us.  We  were  difperfed  in  the  mud  ; 
“ we  however  rallied  again,  and  proceeded  to- 
“ wards  the  caftle.  We  there  found  the  gardes* 
**  du-corps,  a detachment  of  dragoons,  the  regi- 
“ ment  of  Flanders,  the  Swifs  guards,  the  inva- 
“ lids,  and  the  militia  of  Verfailles,  ranged  in 
“ order  of  battle.  We  made  ourfelves  known, 
“ and  were  received  with  refpeft ; we  traverfed 
“ the  lines ; and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  we 
**  could  prevent  the  crowd  that  had  followed  us 
“ from  entering  with  us  ; but  in  the  place  of  fix 
“ women,  to  whom  I had  promifed  admittance 
“ into  the  caftle,  I was  obliged  to  introduce 
“ twelve.” 

It  was  half  paft  five,  and  a day  the  molt  wet  and 
dreary,  had  given  place  to  night  the  mod  dark 
and  inaufpicious ; when  the  prefidcnt  of  the  na- 
tional aflembly,  efcorted  by  fifteen  deputies,  and 
twelve  women  of  the  dregs  of  Paris,  entered  into 
the  royal  prefence,  and  painted  to  his  majefty  the 
diftrefs  of  his  capital.  The  king  anfwered  in  the 
language  of  fenfibility,  and  with  every  affurance 
of  prompt  and  effedtual  fuccour.  Satisfied  on 
this  fubject,  monfieur  Mounier  dill  folicited  that 
fome  hour  might  be  appointed  to  underftand  his 
majefty’s  definitive  anfwer  to  the  articles  of  the 
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conftitution,  and  the  rights  of  men  and  citizens* 
The  king  named  nine;  and  retired  to  his  cabinet 
to  confult  with  his  minifters  on  the  difficulties 
tvhich  presented  themfelves.  It  was  not  till  ten 
that  this  important  deliberation  was  brought  to 
a conclufion ; monfieur  Mounier,  who  had  ftill 
remained  in  waiting,  was  then  called  in,  and  re- 
ceived from  the  hands  of  his  fovereign  his  ac- 
ceptation pure  and funple. 

But  the  triumph  of  the  prcfident  was  of  fhort 
duration  ; the  multitude,  whofe  fury  had  been 
excited  by  the  flings  of  hunger,  felt  themfelves 
but  little  interefted  in  the  prolpedt  of  future  free- 
dom, and  future  laws,  while  the  diftrefs  of  the 
prefent  moment  threatened  inevitable  deftrudlion. 
Famine  ftill  appeared  before  their  eyes  in  its 
moft  hideous  form.  And  when  monfieur  Mou- 
nier entered  exulting  into  the  faloon  of  the  af- 
fembly,  and  announced  the  acceptation  of  the 
king  pure  and  Jimple , he  was  interrupted  by  the 
cries  of  the  populace  ; “ is  it  advantageous  to 
“ us  ? will  it  procure  us  bread  ?”  He  was 
mournfully  obliged  to  confefs  that  the  power  of 
the  king  extended  not  to  this,  and  that  it  was 
from  time  only  they  could  expedt  an  eft'edtual  re- 
medy to  their  diftrefs. 

Even  the  female  deputies  who  had  accom- 
panied monfieur  Mounier,  had  reafon  to  regret 
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the  unexpe&ed  honour  which  the  voice  of  their 
comrades  had  conferred  upon  them  ; they  had 
returned  with  the  prefident,  and  had  announced 
the  aufpicious  promifes  of  the  fovereign  ; but 
thefe  were  far  from  fatisfying  their  impatient 
companions;  they  threatened  them  with  punifh- 
ment ; they  accufed  them  of  having  been  cor* 
rupted  ; and  compelled  them  to  return  to  the 
caftle,  and  to  demand  from  the  king  that  he 
would  fubferibe  his  promife.  Monfieur  de  St. 
Prieft,  minifter  of  the  home  department,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  calming  for  a moment  their  angry  fpi- 
rits.  He  condefcended  to  explain  to  them  the 
different  meafures  that  the  king  and  the  minifters 
had  adopted  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  capital; 
and  he  delivered  to  them  a paper  figned  by  his 
majefty,  in  which  he  engaged  for  the  moft  lpeedy 
and  effectual  fuccours. ' 

While  monfieur  Mounier  and  the  deputation 
awaited  in  the  royal  apartment  the  anfwer  of  the 
king,  the  court  of  Verfailles  difpiayed  a feene  of 
confufion  and  horror.  The  furious  multitude 
that  had  accompanied  the  prefident  to  the  caftle, 
had  returned  and  repoffeHed  thcmfelves  of  the 
faloon  of  the  national  affembly.  The  deputies 
beheld  themfelves  furrounded  by  a mixture  of 
men  and  women,  whofe  favage  countenances  pro- 
claimed their  fell  and  fanguinary  difpofitions ; 
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throughout  the  hall  a thoufand  confufed  voices 
demanded  the  fupprefiionof  the  gardes-du-corps} 
the  difmiflion  of  the  regiment  of  Flanders  ; and 
the  abolition  of  the  parliaments.  But  thefe  ob- 
jects of  popular  hatred  were  loft  in  the  more  ge- 
neral and  importunate  clamours  for  an  abatement 
in  the  price  of  candles,  of  bread,  and  of  meat. 

Daring  and  licentious  as  the  multitude  appear- 
ed, it  was  ftill  hoped  that  they  would  have  de- 
fiftcd  from  the  laft  extremities,  and  not  ventured 
to  have  ftained  the  refidence  of  their  fovereign 
with  civil  blood.  But  each  compliance,  inftead 
of  extinguilhing,  fcemed  only  to  have  added  fuel 
to  their  fury.  From  the  national  affembly,  they 
had  diredted  their  diforderly  fteps  again  to  the 
caftle.  This  was  ftill  in  appearance  protected  by 
the  gardes-du*corps,  the  regiment  of  Flanders, 
and  the  militia  of  Verfailles.  But  the  latter,  who 
had  fuffered  equally  with  the  Parifians  from  the 
general  fcarcity,  were  foon  feduced  to  join  the 
party  of  the  multitude ; nor  was  it  long  before 
the  defection  gained  the  regiment  of  Flanders ; 
and  the  gardes-du-corps  beheld  themfelves  alone, 
and  without  refource  expofed  to  the  headlong 
torrent. 

It  was  about  fcven  o’clock  in  the  evening  when 
the  inhabitants  of  Verfailles  were  ftartled  at  firft 
by  a fcattering,  and  afterwards  by  a heavy  but 
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irregular  difcharge  of  mufquetry.  The  objects 
of  this  fire  were  the  gardes-du-corps ; the  marquis 
de  Savonnieres,  an  officer  in  thofe  troops,  had,  by 
the  imprudent  purfuit  of  one  of  the  militia  of 
Verfailles,  drawn  upon  them  the  hoftile  fury  of 
the  multitude ; his  temerity  was  feverely  puniffi- 
ed ; his  arm  was  broken  in  two  places,  and  ho 
fell  in  the  midft  of  his  fquadron  who,  faithful  tq> 
the  orders  of  their  fovereign,  ftill  preferved  their 
ranks,  and  reftrained  their  refentment.  What- 
ever imprudence  might  be  aferibed  to  them  in 
the  entertainment  of  the  firft  of  Odtober,  wa* 
effaced  by  their  prefent  condudt ; but  their  mo- 
deration was  ill  rewarded  by  their  affailants, 
who,  emboldened  by  their  inactivity,  continued 
to  harafs  them  on  every  fide. 

The  king  was  yet  engaged  in  council  on  th« 
declaration  of  right,  and  the  articles  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  when  he  was  apprifed  of  the  danger 
which  impended  over  his  guards,  and  anxiou* 
for  their  fafety,  commanded  them  to  retire  to 
their  hotel.  This  retreat  was  not  effected  with- 
out confiderable  hazard ; and  fome  men,  with 
feveral  horfes,  were  feverely  wounded.  They 
had  not  long  gained  the  Ihelter  of  their  hotel, 
when  Louis,  always  irrefolute  and  indecifive, 
alarmed  by  the  various  reports  which  each  mi- 
nute grew  more  formidable,  fummoned  to  his 
defence  once  more  his  houfehold  troops.  They 
vol.  in.  Ii  obeyed 
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obeyed  with  alacrity,  though  not  without  expe- 
riencing the  fame  rifk  and  oppofition  as  before. 
They  raided  themfelves  in  order  of  battle  before 
the  caftle ; and  though  fome  were  the  vidtims 
of  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  multitude,  they 
ftill  difplayed  the  fame  Ready  but  pafiive  cou- 
rage. At  length  the  monarch,  fenfible  that  in 
that  pofition  their  deftrudtion  would  be  inevit- 
able without  contributing  to  his  fecurity,  gave 
orders  for  them  to  retire  to  Rambouillet  under 
the  command  of  the  duke  of  Guiche;  and  only 
retained  thofe  few  whofe  duty  it  was  to  guard  as 
fentinels  the  royal  apartments. 

From  the  horrors  which  profaned  Verfaiiles, 
the  attention  of  the  reader  is  recalled  to  the  ca- 
pital. Paris  had  indeed  vomited  forth  her  needy 
■and  rapacious  thoufands,  impatient  of  reftraint, 
and  greedy  of  plunder.  But  Ihe  was  too  deeply 
interefted  in  the  fate  of  her  monarch  to  rejoice 
At  their  abfence ; and  the  loud  and  fanguinary 
•menaces  which  they  had  breathed,  too  plainly 
proclaimed  the  exceffes  which  they  were  capable 
pf.  Soon  after  their  tumultuous  departure  the 
militia  of  Paris  began  to  alfcmble  in  the  ftreets  ; 
yet  fcarce  fenfible  of  their  own  intentions,  they 
Awaited  the  commanding  voice  of  their  leader, 
and  every  eye  was  anxioufly  fixed  on  the  mar- 
quis dc  la  Fayette. 

That  nobleman,  by  the  free  choice  of  his  fel- 
• low? 
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■ low  citizens  and  the  fandtion  of  his  forereign, 
had  attained  the  dignity  and  authority  of  colonel- 
general  of  the  militia  of  Paris.  From  the  repu- 
tation he  had  hitherto  enjoyed,  vigilance  and 
activity  were  at  lead  to  be  expedfed  ; and  from 
the  military  power  veiled  in  his  hands,  and 
from  the  confidence  which  had  been  fondly  at- 
tached to  his  condudt,  he  alone  was  capable  of 
reflraining  the  blind  fury  of  the  populace.  Yet 
whether  from  contempt  or  defign,  he  feemed  to 
perfevere  in  fupine  indifference ; we  have  already 
beheld  with  what  inattention  he  received  the  ad- 
drefs  of  the  grenadiers;  and  though  their  difpo- 
fition  promifed  confequcnces  the  moft  fatal,  yet 
no  precautions  were  taken,  no  orders  given,  no 
pofls  occupied  ; it  appeared  as  if  the  marquis 
w'as  willing  to  enhance  the  merit  of  his  fervices, 
and  to  fuffer  Verlailles  to  be  reduced  to  the  lall 
extremity  before  he  appeared  to  its  relief. 

At  length  when  the  marquis  beheld  feveral 
tboufands  of  the  militia  afTembled,  and  was  con- 
vinced that  the  force,  which  required  him  as  a 
leader,  was  fufficient  to  look  into  fubmiffion, 
cither  the  diforderly  hoft  of  infurgents,  or  the 
‘fcanty  band  of  regular  troops,  he  prefented  him- 
"felf  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  demanded  permif- 
fion  of  the  commons  to  march  to  Verfailles ; 
this  was  immediately  granted  ; and  at  four  in  the 
-evening,  about  five  hours  after  the  factious  po- 
I 4 2 pulace 
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pulace  had  quitted  the  capital,  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  at  the  head  of  eighteen  thoufand  men, 
pointed  his  tardy  fteps  towards  Verfailles. 

It  was  ten  at  night  before  an  aid-de-camp  of 
the  marquis  announced  to  the  king  and  the  na- 
tional aflembly  the  approach  of  the  Parifian  army. 
Their  commander  ftill  more  defirous  of  preferr- 
ing forms,  than  of  rapidly  advancing  to  protect 
the  wretched  inhabitants,  halted  his  army  at  a fmall 
diftance  from  the  town,  and  adminiftered  to  his 
foldiers  the  oath  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation,  to 
the  law,  and  the, king.  Fortified  by  this  proof 
of  allegiance,  he  next  presented  himfelf  to  the 
national  aflembly,  and  allured  the  prefident  both 
of  his  own  pacific  intentions  and  of  thofe  of  his 
followers. 

From  the  national  aflembly  the  marquis 
pafled  to  the  royal  prefence  ; where  he  held  the 
lame  language,  and  fo  fully  pofiefled  his  majefty 
of  his  fecurity,  that  the  king  declined  the  pre- 
fence of  the  national  reprefentatives,  and  con- 
tented himfelf  with  declaring  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention never  to  feparate  himfelf  from  the  feat 
of  their  councils. 

The  deputies  ftill  however  continued  fitting, 
and  were  employed  in  difeufiing  the  code  of  cri- 
minal law ; but  their  deliberations  were  inter- 
rupted by  the  frequent  cries  of  the.  multitude  for 

bread. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  483 

tread.  At  length  the  temped  feemed  to  have 
exhauded  its  force ; the  crowd  funk  into  a mo- 
mentary filence ; the  militia  who  had  marched 
from  Paris,  benumbed  with  cold  and  wet,  fought 
lhelcer  in  the  taverns,  the  dables,  and  the  courts 
of  the  different  houfes ; they  were  liberally  fup- 
plied  with  liquor  and  provifions ; and  the  mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette,  witnefs  of  their  joy  and 
abundance,  again  returned  to  the  cadle  and  com- 
municated to  the  king  the  welcome  tidings  of 
public  tranquillity.  It  was  now  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  his  majefty,  op- 
preffed  by  . fatigue,  prepared  to  retire  to  red. 

The  marquis,  fatally  impreffed  by  the  deceit- 
ful quiet  which  prevailed,  contented  himfelf 
with  placing  a few  fcattered  fentinels,  and  has- 
tened to  rejoin  the  national  affembly.  Though 
monfieur  Mounier  declared,  that  if  any  doubt  re- 
mained he  would  dill  keep  the  deputies  fitting, 
he  was  anfwered  by  the  marquis  with  fo  perfect 
a reliance  on  the  attachment  of  his  own  army, 
and  fo  favourable  a reprefentation  of  the  tran- 
quillity that  reigned  every  where,  that  the  pre- 
fident  confented  to  difmifs  the  affembly,  and 
refigned  himfelf  to  deep ; an  example  that  was 
foon  followed  by  the  general  himfelf. 

If  the  repofe  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  was 
found  and  unalloyed,  the  flumbers  of  the  infur- 
I » 3 gent$ 
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gents  were  fliort  and  ftormy.  Sleep  Teemed  to 
have  recruited  their  ftrength  without  allaying 
their  rage.  Before  the  break  of  day  their  dif- 
cordant  cries  and  fanguinary  menaces  afforded  a 
melancholy  prefage  of  what  might  be  expedted 
from  their  aflive  fury.  The  name  of  the  queen 
was  mingled  with  their  imperious  demand  of 
bread.  At  length,  about  fix  in  the  morning, 
the  frantic  crowd  precipitated  themfelves  on  the 
hotel  of  the  gardes- du-corps.  The  thin  rem- 
nant of  the  houfehold  troops  were  incapable  of 
ftemming  the  torrent;  the  doors  were  forced  ; 
fifteen  of  the  gardes-du-corps  were  dragged  pri- 
foners  by  the  multitude ; the  reft  fled  towards 
the  caftle,  and  were  eagerly  purfued  by  their 
blood-thirfty  enemies ; thefe  deluged  with  their 
numbers  the  courts  of  the  royal  refidcnce ; two 
of  the  gardes-du-corps  fell  a victim  to  their  fury 
near  the  iron  railing  ; a third  was  flaughtered  on 
the  marble  ftaircafe ; the  fcattered  fentinels  placed 
by  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  were  inactive  fpec- 
tators  of  the  bloody  feene  ; the  houfehold  troops 
that  had  efcapcd  the  firft  attack,  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  defend  the  interior  of  the  palace ; 
their  feeble  barrier  was  foon  pierced  by  the  in- 
furgents,  who  now  rallied  forwards  to  the  apart- 
ments of  the  queen. 

The 
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The  door  of  the  royal  chamber  was  defended 
by  monfieur  Miotnandre,  a garde-du-corps,  whofe 
qame  well  defcrves  to  be  recorded  in  hillory ; 
while  he  heroically  oppofed  himfelf  to  the  hoft 
of  murderers  already  Rained  with  the  blood  of  his 
companions,  he  loudly  called  to  her  attendants  to 
fave  the  queen.  That  princefs  was  inftantly 
awakened  by  her  women,  and  by  a private  palfage 
was  conduced  almoft  naked  to  the  apartment  of 
the  king ; monlieur  Miomandre,  her  gallant  pro- 
testor, fell  indeed  covered  with  wounds;  but  his 
life  was  preferved  by  the  goodnefs  of  his  conlti- 
tution  and  the  Ikill  of  his  furgeons. 

A Ihort  moment  before  the  multitude  rufhed 
towards  the  apartments  of  the  queen,  the  king 
had  been  rouzed  from  his  fleep  by  the  incrcaling 
tumult.  The  duke  of  Luxembourg  had  all'o 
been  awakened  by  the  fame  caufe  ; he  now  pre- 
sented himfelf  in  thp  chamber  of  his  fovereign, 
followed  by  the  few  gardes- du-corps  that  he 
could  colleSt.  Round  the  ftandard  of  thefe,  the 
ancient  French  guards  ranged  themfelvcs,  and 
joined  in  repelling  the  attempts  of  the  infur- 
gents  and  alfaffins ; by  degrees  the  crowd  was 
compelled  to  retire  into  the  lower  courts ; while 
regular  polls  were  eftablilhed ; and  every  precau- 
tion taken  to  fecure  the  calllc  from,  a fecond 
Attack. 
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On  the  firft  intelligence  of  thefe  difaftroui 
events,  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  quitted  his  bed, 
and  endeavoured  to  atone  by  his  activity  for  his 
former  credulity  and  negligence;  his  fplendid 
promifes  of  fecurity  were  now  converted  into  re- 
proaches ; and  Ihame  fucceeded  to  mifplaced 
confidence.  As  he  prefled  with  hafty  fteps  to- 
wards the  caflle,  he  beheld  on  every  fide  the  fatal 
effefts  of  his  own  imprudence  ; motley  groups  of 
men  and  women,  drunk  with  fury  and  liquor, 
armed  with  pikes  and  hatchets,  and  bearing  aloft 
as  trophies,  the  bleeding  heads  of  the  vidtims  to 
their  barbarity.  The  militia  of  Paris  rallied  at 
the  known  voice  of  their  commander ; they  flew 
to  his  fupport ; and  their  united  efforts  wrefted 
from  the  populace  feveral  of  the  gardes-du-corps, 
whofe  fate  had  been  deferred  to  render  it  more 
lingering  and  cruel.  A confiderable  body  of  the 
national  troops  were  alfo  introduced  into  the 
caflle  ; and  to  footh  the  fury  of  the  people,  the 
king  and  queen,  by  the  advice  of  the  marquis, 
appeared  in  an  open  balcony ; while  the  gardes- 
du-corps  were  prevailed  on  to  contribute  to 
the  general  tranquillity,  by  the  humiliating  mea- 
fure  of  furrendering  their  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments. 

Yet  thefe  painful  concefiSons  were  far  from 
fatisfying  the  multitude.  The  Parifians  con- 
ceived 
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teived  that  plenty  could  only  be  fecured  to  the 
capital  by  the  prefence  of  the  monarch  ; they 
now  demanded,  with  imperious  cries,  the  re- 
moval of  the  royal  family  from  Verfailles;  and 
the  king,  after  a fhort  deliberation,  was  compel- 
led to  acquiefce  in  their  demand. 

Before  his  majefty  had  engaged  in  this  laff: 
promife,  he  had  exprefled  a defire  that  the  depu- 
ties of  the  national  afiembly  lhould  wait  upon 
him  at  the  caftle,  and  aflift  him  with  their  coun- 
cils. Though  the  royal  requeft  was  feconded  by 
the  eloquence  of  the  prefident,  yet  the  majority 
confidered  it  as  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
afiembly ; they  urged,  that  their  deliberations  in 
the  palace  of  the  fovereign  would  wear  the  ap- 
pearance of  conftraint,  and  be  fubjedt  to  the  fuf- 
picions  of  the  people.  A deputation  of  thirty- 
fix  members  were,  however,  allotted  to  wait  on  the 
king ; and  on  the  news  that  his  majefty  intended 
to  remove  to  Paris,  that'  number  was  fwelled  to  an 
hundred,  and  was  appointed  to  accompany  him 
to  the  capital. 

It  was  about  one  o’clock  in  the  evening,  when 
Louis  the  Sixteenth,  attended  by  the  royal  family, 
fat  out  from  Verfailles;  and  the  order  of  the 
march  prefented  to  the  fpedtator  a feene  of  horror 
that  furpafles  defeription.  A crowd  of  frantic 
Women,  Hill  ftaggering  under  the  debauch  of  the 
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preceding  night,  and  ftill  Rained  with  the  blood 
which  they  had  wantonly  Ihed,  mounted  on  the 
horfes,  fantaftically  ornamented  with  the  bats  and 
uniforms,  and  armed  with  the  weapons,  of  the 
houfehold  troops;  thefe  were  furrounded  by  3 
holt  of  men,  the  refufe  of  a vaft  and  luxurious 
capital ; two  of  which,  with  their  arm9  naked 
and  bloody,  difplayed  aloft'  on  their  pikes  the 
heads  of  two  of  the  gardes-du-corps,  whom  they 
had  inhumanly  maffacred.  Behind  were  the  fur- 
vivors  of  thofe  unhappy  gentlemen  on  foot,  bare 
headed,  without  arms,  and  ihuddering  with  horror 
at  the  goary  vilages  of  their  ill-fated  comrades. 
The  royal  family  themfelves  followed,  encom- 
paffed  by  the  dragoons,  the  regiment  of  Flanders, 
and  the  hundred  Swifs;  continually  expofed  to 
the  infults  of  a licencious  rabble,  who  incef- 
lantly  reproached  them  as  the  authors  of  that 
fcarcity  which  the  hand  of  Providence  had  in- 
flicted. 

In  this  picture  the  queen  prefented  an  objeCt  as 
extraordinary  as  affecting;  though  youth  and 
beautv  naturally  excite  compaflion ; and  though 
illuftrious  fufferers  generally  infpirc  pity  from  the 
eomparifon  of  their  former  fplendour  with  their 
fallen  ftate;  yet  her  fubjeCts  beheld  her  fituation 
with  favage  tranfport ; they  ftill  attributed  to  her 
the  defign  of  attempting  to  ftarve  them  into  fub- 
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je&ion  by  a fidlitious  famine ; and  fo  lively  were 
the  imprefiions  of  their  own  diftrefs,  that  their 
indignation  precluded  that  fympathy  which  is 
rarely  denied  to  the  unforcunate  great.  But  the 
confolation,  which  the  queen  was  not  allowed 
to  derive  from  the  humanity  of  her  people, 
fhe  in  fome  meafure  found  in  her  own  magna- 
nimity. 

The  confufed  and  tedious  march  from  Verfailles 
to  Paris  cohtinued  from  one  o’clock  in  the  eve* 
ning  till  i'even,  when  his  majeftv  and  the  royal 
family  entered  the  capital,  rather  amidft  the  re- 
proaches than  the  acclamations  of  the  inhabitants; 
and  the  king,  after  having  prefented  himfelf  at 
the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  liftened  to  an.addrefs  from 
moniieur  Bailly,  was,  with  his  royal  confort, 
efcorted  to  the  Tuilleries. 

Thus  concluded  the  fixth  of  Odtober,  a day 
which  will  long  remain  memorable  in  the  annals 
of  France.  Yet  while  we  lament  the  horrors 
which  difgrace  it,  it  is  with  fome  fatisfadtion  that 
we  trace  their  fource  to  the  blind  fury  and  frantic 
rage  of  the  refule  of  Paris.  Devoid  of  defign, 
and  incapable  of  fyftem,  the  flings  of  hunger  feem 
alone  to  have  rouzed  them  to  action ; to  them 
the  acceptation  of  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  the 
articles  of  the  conftitntion,  v.vre  matters  of  indif- 
ference; famine  was  tiie^obj.dr  ot  their  terrors ; 
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and  amidft  every  attempt  to  footh  them,  the  high 
price  of  bread  was  the  fubjedt  of  their  clamours ; 
to  this  were  added  the  entertainment  of  the  gardes- 
du-corps ; and  the  intended  flight  of  the  king  to 
Metz,  a projedt  which  has  fince  been  confirmed 
by  a letter  from  count  d’Eftaing  to  the  queen. 
In  fliort,  much  impatience  on  the  part  of  the  po- 
pulace,  and  much  negligence  in  thofe  to  whom 
the  chief  military  power  had  been  entrufled,  com- 
bined to  produce  events  the  moft  fanguinary  and 
lamentable. 

This  fatal  infurredtion  was  however  attended 
with  one  other  circumftance,  not  unworthy  of  ob- 
fervation.  We  have  already  remarked  the  firm- 
nefs  with  which  the  duke  of  Orleans  had  early 
oppofed  himfelf  to  the  defpotifm  of  the  throne. 
His  repeated  exiles  from  court ; his  adherence  to 
the  claims  of  the  commons ; the  large  territorial 
facrifices  he  had  voluntarily  made;  and  the  libe- 
rality  with  which  he  had  applied  his  revenue  to 
relieve  the  diftrefs  of  the  capital,  had  attached  to 
him  the  hearts  of  the  people ; but  at  the  fame 
time  had  rendered  him  equally  obnoxious  to  the 
champions  of  arbitrary  power,  and  thofe  ambi- 
tious fpirits  who  hoped  to  rife  by  the  favour  of 
the  multitude,  and  who  found  themfelves  eclipfed 
by  his  fuperior  rank  and  influence.  Thefe  in- 
finuated  that  the  name  and  popularity  of  the  duke 
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might  be  applied  to  purpofes  the  mod  dangerous; 
and  that  prince,  who  had  before  given  no  infig- 
nificant  proof  of  his  forbearance,  by  declining  the 
proffered  honour  of  prefident  of  the  national  af- 
fembly,  now  eftablifhed  his  character  for  modera- 
tion, by  yielding  to  the  wilhes  of  his  fovereign; 
and  accepting  a commiffion  to  the  court  of  St. 
James’s,  he  withdrew  himfelf  from  the  eyes  of 
his  partial  countrymen. 

The  curiofity  of  our  readers  will  perhaps  be 
gratified,  if  puffing  the  bounds  originally  afiigned 
to  this  performance,  we  preferve  unbroken  the 
thread  of  narration,  and  prefs  forward  to  the  con- 
clufion.  In  the  beginning  of  1790,  a criminal 
enquiry  was  inflituted  by  the  Chatelet  into  the 
maffacre  of  the  fixth  of  October.  Rumours  were 
artfully  propagated,  and  reports  indudrioully  cir- 
culated, the  mod  injurious  to  the  reputation  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans.  But  that  prince,  by  his 
fudden  and  unexpected  return,  confounded  the 
malice  of  his  enemies,  who  had  triumphed  in  his 
abfence;  the  report  of  the  Chatelet,  in  which 
the  duke  of  Orleans  and  the  comte  de  Mi- 
rabeau  were  drongly  alluded  to,  was  prefented. 
to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation.  It  confided 
of  an  unconnected  mafs  of  hearfay  evidence, 
deftitute  of  probability,  and  unfupported  by  cir- 
sumftances ; as  fuch  it  was  received  by  the  na- 
tional 
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tional  aflembly,  who,  after  a deliberate  hearing, 
vdted  it  frivolous,  and  unworthy  of  credit. 

About  the  fame  time  that  the  duke  of  Orleans 
withdrew  to  England,  monfieur  Mounter,  comte 
Lally*Tollendal,  and  feveral  members  of  the  na- 
tional aflembly,  difgufted  at  the  little  attention  that 
had  lately  been  paid  to  their  reprefen  rations,  and 
defpairing  of  the  fafety  of  the  veflel  of  the  (late, 
abandoned  the  ftations  that  had  been  afligned 
them,  and  fought  in  Swifl'erland  a fhcltcr  front 
the  fury  of  the  tempeft. 
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Chapter  the  Fijty-Jecond. 


SITUATION  OF  THE  K ING-— OF  MONSIEUR  NECK  ER 

PROCLAMATION  OF  HIS  MAJESTY  TO  T»E 

PROVINCES,  ON  HIS  REMOVAL  TO  PARIS 

. MARTIAL  LAW POWER  OF  THE  NATIONAL 

ASSEMBLY OFFER  OF  THE  CLERGY,  ON  CON- 

DITION OF  BEING  PERMITTED  TO  RETAIN 
THEIR  POSSESSIONS — THE  ESTATES  OF  THE 
CHURCH  DECLARED  THE  PROPERTY  OF  THE 

NATION PROHIBITION  OF  MONASTIC  VOWS 

PENSIONS  ASSIGNED  TO  THE  RELIGIOUS 

DEBTS  OF  THE  CLERGY  TRANSFERRED  TO  THE 
NATION — STIPENDS  ALLOTTED  TO  THE  CLER- 
GY-DIVISION OF  FRANCE  INTO  EIGHTY- 
THREE  DEPARTMENTS — ADDRESS  OF  THE  NA- 
TIONAL ASSEMBLY INCREASE  OF  PAY  TO 

THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY — RIGHT  OF  WAR  AND 
PEACE  VESTED  IN  THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY 
' — SUPPRESSION  OF  TITLES,  LIVERIES,  COATS 
OF  ARMS,  CONSPIRACIES  OF  MONSIEUR 

FAVRAS  AND  MARECHAL  MAILLEBOIS — COM- 
MOTION 
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MOTION  AT  NISMES — CEREMONY  OF  THE  COftf 
FEDERATION. 


THE  proftrate  fucceffor  of  Louis  the  Four* 
teenth  and  Fifteenth,  conduced  in  fubjeCt  tri* 
umph  to  his  capital  by  his  victorious  people,  re- 
duced to  follow  a frantic  crowd,  ftained  with  the 
blood  and  adorned  with  the  fpoils  of  his  faithful 
guards,  prefents  to  the  reader  no  common  leffon 
on  the  inftability  of  human  power.  While  the 
fituation  of  his  minifter  offers  to  our  reflection  the 
fond  prefumption  of  thofe  who  endeavour  to 
ereCt  their  grandeur  on  the  flippery  bafis  of  po- 
pularity. 

Wc  have  already  beheld  monfieur  Necker  re- 
called from  exile  by  the  general  voice  of  France  ; 
afcend  but  a few  weeks,  we  behold  him  crowned 
with  laurels,  and  adored  as  the  irreproachable 
minifter,  the  guardian  angel  of  a nation.  But  he 
was  now  doomed  with  his  fovereign  to  experience 
the  mutability  of  favour,  and  of  fortune ; as  long 
as  the  welfare  of  the  ftate  feemed  to  depend  folely 
on  loans,  banks,  and  pecuniary  negociations,  he 
flood  aloof  from  his  rivals,  and  appeared  to  guide 
the  helm  of  empire  with  no  unfteady  or  unfkilful 
hand.  But  no  fooner  was  the  veflel  launched 

upon 
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Upon  the  tempeftuous  ocean  of  civil  difcord,  than 
difmay  and  defpair  fucceeded  to  hope  and  confi- 
dence. He  heard  with  horror  the  howlings  of 
the  tempeft ; and  filently  abandoned  his  ftation  to 
more  adventurous  or  more  experienced  pilots.  The 
plaudits  of  the  crowd  were  no  more ; even  that 
iaft  gratification  of  vanity  was  extinguilhed  ; and 
though  he  ftill  continued  apparently  to  Hand  at 
the  head  of  the  finances,  his  plans  were  rarely 
adopted,  and  his  representations  were  received 
with  cold  indifference. 

The  firft  meafure  of  the  king,  on  his  arrival  at 
Paris,  was  to  iffue  a proclamation  to  allay  the 
doubts  and  fears  of  the  provinces,  and  to  repre- 
sent his  departure  from  Verfailles,  rather  as  his 
-own  voluntary  choice,  than  the  effect  of  conftraint. 
He  ftated,  that  he  had  with  confidence  fixed  his 
Tefidence  in  the  capital,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
he  was  well  affured  would  never  join  in  any  at- 
tempt to  reftrain  the  liberty  of  their  Sovereign ; 
and  he  added,  that  as  foon  as  the  national  afiembly 
ihall  have  terminated  the  grand  objedt  of  their  la- 
bours, the  re-eftablifhmcnt  of  the  public  welfare ; 
that  then  he  would  execute  the  plan  that  he  had 
long  conceived,  and  vifit,  without  pomp,  the  dif- 
ferent provinces  of  his  kingdom,  to  prove  by  his 
prefence  that  all  his  people  were  equally  dear  to 
him. 
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This  proclamation  was  immediately  followed 
by  a fecond  from  the  national  aflembly,  in  which 
it  was  declared,  that  though  liberty  was  the  fource 
of  profperity  to  empires,  yet  licence  was  fubver- 
five  of  their  pow'er  and  grandeur ; that  although, 
during  the  hour  of  tranquillity,  the  execution  of 
the  laws  might  be  enforced  without  any  extras 
ordinary  exertion  of  the  public  authority,  yet  in 
cafes  of  particular  emergency,  particular  expe- 
dients muft  be  reforted  to ; that  imprefled  with 
thefe  confiderations,  and  defirous  of  preferving 
the  tranquillity  of  France,  the  national  aflembly 
had  thought  proper  to  form  a code  of  martial 
law ; by  this  code  all  municipal  officers,  in  in- 
itances  of  civil  commotion,  were  authorized  to 
employ  military  force,  and  were  to  be  accounta- 
ble for  not  ufing  the  means  that  they  were  thus 
entrufted  with.  That  the  national  guard,  the  re- 
gular troops,  and  the  marechauflee,  were  in- 
ftrudted  to  march  at  the  requifition  of  the  muni- 
cipal officers,  but  were  ftill  to  be  accompanied  by 
one  of  the  latter  ; and  that  on  the  crowd  not  re- 
tiring, on  being  thrice  warned  by  the  civil  ma- 
giftrate,  it  was  then  lawful  for  him  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  military,  who  were  commanded  to 
execute  his  orders. 

From  the  moment  the  king  had  fixed  his  refi- 
dence  at  Paris,  the  national^  aflembly,  who  had 
‘ ^ alfo 
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alfo  removed  to  the  capital,  feemed  to  have  en- 
grailed all  authority,  while  the  power  of  the  fove- 
reign  was  reduced  to  a vain  and  empty  fhadovv. 
Decree  followed  decree  with  a rapidity  that 
aftonifhed  the  members  themfelves;  but  with 
whatever  fuccefs  their  regulations  to  reftore  order 
might  be  attended,  the  ftate  of  the  finances,  and 
the  fatal  deficit,  ftill  prefented  difficulties  the  moft 
ferious  and  formidable;  that  deficit  had  been 
Hated  in  May  1789,  by  monfieur  Necker,  at  fifty- 
fix  millions  of  livres,  and  was  now  fwelled  by  the 
fuppreffion  of  the  duty  on  fait,  and  the  de- 
ficiencies in  the  cuftoms  and  excife,  to  an  enor- 
mous amount.  The  two  privileged  orders  were 
already  fubje&ed  in  common  with  their  fellow 
citizens,  to  the  taxes  from  which  they  had  for- 
merly been  exempted ; but  this  promifed  only  a 
fcanty  and  tardy  fupply ; the  public  neceffities 
were  great  and  urgent ; and  the  eyes  of  the  af- 
fembly  were  turned  to  the  property  of  the  church, 
as  the  foie  effectual  refource. 

The  affluence  of  the  ecclefiaftical  order  had 
been  feverely  wounded  by  the  abolition  of  tythes ; 
but  though  their  power  was  confiderably  im- 
paired by  that  regulation,  their  poffeffions  were 
ftill  an  immenfe  fource  of  wealth  and  influ- 
ence ; and  held  out  the  moft  alluring  tempta- 
tion to  the  new  government,  equally  anxious  to 
K k 2 diminifh 
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diminifh  the  public  burden,  and  to  deprefs  art 
order,  to  whofe  interefts  their  very  exigence  was 
hoftile,  and  in  whofe  profcffions  they  could  never 
cordially  confide.  They  were  ftimulated  by  the 
too  powerful  motives  of  humbling  their  ene- 
mies, and  eftablifhing  their  own  authority ; and 
the  clergy,  were  not  blind  or  indifferent  to  the 
danger  that  menaced  them;  to  avert  it,  they 
offered  by  the  archbifhop  of  Aix,  a contribution 
of  four  hundred  millions  of  livres,  or  near  feven- 
teen  millions  fterling,  provided  they  might  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  their  revenues  in  peace. 

This  propofal  ferved  only  to  confirm  the  af- 
fembly  in  the  idea  they  had  entertained  of  the 
value  of  the  propofed  fpoil.  In  the  compte 
rendu  of  monfieur  Necker  the  poffeffions  of  the 
church  had  been  ftated  at  five  millions  fterling  of 
revenue  ; but  as  this  calculation  was  drawn  from 
the  returns  of  the  poffeffors,  they  were  fuppofed 
greatly  to  exceed  that  eftimation. 

It  was  about  the  beginning  of  November,  af- 
ter a long  and  ftrenuous  debate,  in  which  the 
abbe  Mauri  fignalized  his  eloquence  in  defending 
the  interefts  of  his  order,  that  the  affembly  de- 
creed, that  all  ccclefiaftical  property  was  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  nation ; fubjedt  to  the  charge  of 
providing,  in  a proper  manner,  for  the  expence 
of  divine  worfhip,  the  fupport  of  the  minifters  of 
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the  church,  and  the  relief  of  the  poor,  under  the 
infpeCtion  and  according  to  the  inftrudtions  of  the 
different  provinces. 

That  in  the  future  difpofition  which  fhould  be 
made  for  the  fupport  of  the  miniftcrs  of  religion, 
not  lefs  than  twelve  hundred  livres  of  income 
Ihould  be  affigned  to  any  curacy,  without  in- 
cluding the  houfe  and  gardens  dependant  on  it. 

This  was  foon  followed  by  a proclamation  from 
the  king,  Rating  that  his  majefty,  at  the  requeft 
of  the  national  affembly,  had  thought  proper  to 
fufpend  the  nomination  of  all  benefices,  with  the 
foie  exception  of  curacies  ; and  commanded  all 
tribunals,  adminiftrative  bodies,  and  municipali- 
ties, to  make  known  this  ordonnance,  and  to  re- 
fpeCt  it  as  the  eftablilhed  law  of  the  kingdom. 

Though  thefe  regulations  took  place  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year  eighty-nine,  yet  it  was  not 
till  the  enfuing  year  was  far  advanced,  that  the 
fate  of  the  clergy  was  finally  determined ; each 
motion  was  productive  of  a frelh  and  vigorous 
debate ; and  the  oppofition  of  the  abbe  Mauri, 
though  ufelefs  to  his  order,  was  highly  honoura- 
ble to  himfelf. 

% 

Perhaps  it  will  not  be  difpleafing  to  the  reader, 
if,  abandoning  the  chronological  order  we  have 
hitherto  generally  purfued,  we  prefent  him  at 
K k 3 once 
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once  with  a view  of  the  different  regulations, 
which  were  adopted  on  this  important  fubjedt. 

A ^ In  February  1790,  all  polTeffors  of 

79°-  benefices,  or  of  penfions  on  benefices, 
were  enjoined  to  declare  before  the  muncipality 
of  the  city  which  they  inhabited,  or  were  neareft 
to,  the  number,  the  title,  and  the  fituation  of  the 
benefices  that  they  poffefled,  as  well  as  of  all 
penfions  which  they  enjoyed  ; under  the  penalty 
of  forfeiting  thofe  benefices  and  penfions  which 
they  omitted  to  fpecify. 

At  the  fame  time  it  was  declared,  till  other  fu- 
ture reductions  more  confiderable  could  be  made, 
that  in  every  order  throughout  the  different  mu- 
nicipalities of  the  kingdom,  one  religious  houl'e, 
where  there  exifted  two,  fhould  be  fuppreffed ; 
two  in  every  municipality  where  there  exifted 
three  ; and  three  where  there  exifted  four  ; and 
on  the  thirteenth  of  the  fame  month  a decree  of 
the  national  affembly  prohibited  in  future  all  mo- 
naftic  vows  in  either  fex. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  the  penfions  of  the  reli- 
gious who  fhould  chufe  to  quit  their  houfes,  were 
regulated  by  the  national  affembly.  In  the  men- 
dicant orders,  thofe  under  fifty  years  of  age  were 
affigned  feven  hundred  livres ; thofe  above  fifty, 
and  under  feventy,  eight  hundred  livres;  and 
thofe  above  feventy  one  thoufand  livres.  In  the 
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other  religious  orders,  the  members  under  fifty 
were  allotted  nine  hundred  livres ; thofe  above 
fifty  and  under  feventy,  one  thoufand  livres ; and 
thofe  above  feventy,  twelve  hundred  livres ; thofe 
religious,  who  were  formerly  known  by  the  cele- 
brated name  of  Jefuits , and  who  ftill  refided  in 
France,  but  pofieffed  not  in  any  benefice,  or  pen- 
fion  from  ftate,  a fum  equal  to  that  affigncd  to  the 
other  religious  of  the  fame  age,  were  included  in 
this  regulation. 

The  lay  brethren,  who  had  entered  into  folemn 
vows,  and  thofe  who  could  prove  an  engagement 
formally  contracted  between  themfelves  and  their 
monaftery,  were  to  receive,  on  quitting  their 
houfes,'  three  hundred  livres  per  annum,  if  they 
were  under  fifty  years  of  age ; four  hundred 
livres  if  above  fifty,  and  under  feventy  ; and  five 
hundred  livres  if  above  feventy. 

In  March  following  it  was  decreed,  that  the  re- 
ligious who  fhould  prefer  refiding  in  thofe  houfes 
which  lhould  be  appointed  for  them,  (hould  enjoy 
penfions  proportioned  to  their  age,  and  in  every 
refpeft  conformable  to  the  penfions  which  had 
been  alfigned  to  thofe  who  had  quitted  their 
houfes. 

In  expofing  to  fale  the  mafs  of  ecclefiaftical 
property,  not  only  the  maintenance  of  individuals 
was  to  be  provided  for,  but  the  claims  of  private 
K k 4 credi- 
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creditors  were  to  be  refpeftcd.  The  eftates  of 
the  church  were  burdened  with  very  confiderable 
debts.  Thefe  were  ftated  by  the  committee  of 
finances  at  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  millions, 
four  hundred  thoufand  livres,  or  upward  of  fix 
millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 
In  March  the  national  aflembly  had  decreed  the 
alienation  of  ecclefiaftical  lands  to  the  amount  of 
four  hundred  millions  of  livres,  or  about  feven- 
teen  millions  fterling,  to  the  different  municipa* 
lities  of  the  kingdom ; in  the  April  following, 
they  refolved  that  thefe  lands  Ihould  be  confidered 
free  from  every  mortgage  or  debt ; that  the  cre- 
ditors fliould  on  no  account  oppofe  the  fale  of 
them ; but  at  the  fame  time  they  declared  the 
creditors  of  the  clergy  the  creditors  of  the  ftate  ; 
and  pledged  the  public  faith  for  the  punctual 
payment  of  their  principal  and  intereft. 

No  fooner  had  the  national  aflembly  relieved 
the  fears  of  the  creditors  of  the  church,  than  they 
prepared  to  extinguifti  the  hopes  of  the  clergy  by 
allotting  tbofe  fcantv  ftipends  which  were  here- 
after to  bound  their  expectations,  Thefe  were 
fixed  finally  in  June;  and  were  rather  propor- 
tioned to  the  wants  of  the  church  in  its  primeval 
fimplicity,  than  fuited  to  the  religious  eftablilh- 
inent  of  a great  and  magnificent  empire.  The 
bilhops  and  the  dignified  clergy  were  reduced  in 
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general  to  lefs  than  one  fourth  of  their  former 
incomes.  Of  the  parochial  clergy  or  curates, 
thole  of  Paris  were  affigned  fix  thoufand  livres ; 
in  towns  where  the  population  exceeded  fifty 
thoufand  fouls,  four  thoufand  livres ; in  thofe 
where  the  numbers  extended  from  ten  thoufand  to 
fifty  thoufand,  three  thoufand  livres ; where  un- 
der ten  thoufand,  and  above  three  thoufand,  the 
falary  was  limited  to  two  thoufand  four  hundred 
livres ; in  all  towns,  under  three  thoufand  fouls, 
two  thoufand  livres ; and  in  the  country  front 
eighteen  hundred  down  to  twelve  hundred  livres, 
according  to  the  different  degrees  of  population.  ’ 

The  income  of  vicar  was  alfo  determined  from 
two  thoufand  four  hundred  to  feven  hundred 
livres,  according  to  their  rank  in  the  church,  and 
the  population  of  their  parifhes. 

Refolutions  which  for  ever  extinguifhed  the 
fplendour  of  the  Gallican  church,  and  reduced  to 
a bare  fubfiftence  an  order  fo  formidable  from  its 
wealth,  its  numbers,  and  its  connection,  could  not 
fail  of  being  canvaffed  with  freedom  and  feverity. 
On  the  one  fide,  the  conduct  of  the  national  af- 
fembly  was  confidered  as  fubyerfive  of  public 
faith  and  equity ; it  was  urged,  that  the  pof-* 
feffions  of  the  church  had  been  confecrated  by 
fucceffive  charters,  and  authentic  titles,  from  the 
earlieft  period  of  its  eftablifhment.  That  even 
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the  prefervation  of  religion  was  clofely  connected 
with  the  opulence  and  independence  of  its  mi- 
nifters  ; and  that  if  it  was  true,  that  the  kingdom 
contained  an  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  eccle- 
liaftics  who  had  devoted  themfelves  to  the  duties 
of  priefthood,  and  had  facrificed  their  liberty, 
■with  the  other  advantages  of  fociety,  in  the  ex- 
pedition of  becoming  an  abbe,  a dean,  or  a 
bilhop,  then  goverment  by  the  confifcation  of 
their  property,  and  by  the  extindfion  of  their 
lawful  hopes,  had  committed  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thoufand  adts  of  injuftice. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  partizans  of  the  mea- 
fure  painted  in  lively  colours  the  exorbitant 
riches  and  lhameful  luxury  of  the  clergy  ; they 
contrafted  thefe  with  the  poverty  of  the  people 
in  general,  and  the  diftrefs  of  the  nation  at  large. 
They  pleaded  that  no  other  means  remained  of 
checking  the  public  debt,  which  otherwife  from 
its  rapid  growth,  mult  fatally  overlhadow  the 
profperity  of  the  empire  ; and  they  afierted,  that 
although  the  rules  of  prefeription  might  be  fup- 
ported  in  a court  of  juftice,  that  they  never  could 
bind  a legiflative  alTembly. 

Though  it  is  an  undoubted  maxim,  that  the 
intereft  of  individuals  ought  to  give  way  to  the 
profperity  or  fafety  of  the  public,  yet  it  is  a 
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queftion  how  far  the  former  can  be  promoted  by 
an  open  violation  of  property  ; once  thofe  facred 
boundaries  are  broken  down,  it  is  difficult  to  fix 
limits  to  the  torrent;  and  the  example,  at  all 
times  dangerous,  is  more  peculiarly  fo  in  the  mo- 
ments of  fluctuation  which  produce  or  accom- 
pany a revolution.  The  ftate  indeed,  embarafled 
and  opprefled,  demanded  largefacrifices ; but  thofe 
facrifices  ought  to  have  been  general  and  equal,  and 
not  partially  extorted  from  a particular  body ; 
and  even  if  the  wealth  of  the  clergy  was  confi- 
dered  as  having  overflowed  its  proper  banks,  the 
fcanty  ftipends  which  the  national  aflembly  fub- 
ftituted,  feem  alfo  inadequate  to  fupport  with 
dignity  the  minifters  of  the  church. 

The  national  aflembly  were  not  fo  entirely  oc- 
cupied in  providing  for  the  neceflities  of  the 
ftate,  by  defpoiling  thofe  whom  they  confidered 
as  their  irreconcilable  enemies,  as  to  negleCt  the 
meafures  neceflary  for  the  future  election  of  na- 
tional reprefentatives.  To  facilitate  this  by  a 
decree  publiffied  in  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
France  was  divided  into  eighty-three  parts,  each 
forming  a fquare  of  eighteen  leagues  by  eighteen. 
Thcfe  large  divtfions  were  called  departments ; 
they  were  proportioned  again  into  diftriCts  called 
communes ; and  the 'communes  were  fubdivided 
...  into 
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into  parts,  on  which  were  bellowed  the  name  of 
(unions. 

All  voters  for  the  cantons,  or  primiary  affem- 
blies,  were  to  contribute  to  the  ftate,  as  a qualifi- 
cation, the  local  valuation  of  three  days  labour  ; 
and  they  were  entitled  to  name  to  the  communes, 
one  out  of  every  two  hundred  voters ; thefe,  as 
their  qualification  to  be  returned,  were  to  contri- 
bute to  the  public  the  amount  of  ten  days  la- 
bour. The  communes  were  to  chofe  from  the 
perfons  thus  returned  to  the  department ; and  the 
deputies  of  the  department  to  chofe  their  depu- 
ties to  the  national  affembly.  Nine  deputies 
were  allotted  to  each  of  the  eighty-three  depart- 
ments ; but  from  the  peculiar  compofition  of 
the  department  of  Paris,  the  number,  which 
would  have  amounted  to  feven  hundred  and 
forty-feven,  was  fixed  at  feven  hundred  and  forty- 
five. 

It  would  neither  be  interefting  to  the  reader, 
nor  confiftent  with  the  limits  of  this  work,  to 
enter  into  a long  and  complicated  detail  of  de- 
crees which  refpedt  the  minutiae  of  government ; 
but  the  addrefs  of  the  alfcmbly  to  the  nation  may 
be  confidered  as  an  authentic  juftification  of  their 
conduft,  an  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  public  opi- 
nion, and  as  fuch  deferves  no  inconfiderable  lhare 
of  attention.  It  was  publilhed  about  the  middle 
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of  February ; and  was  preceded  a few  days  by 
an  oath  which  was  adminiftered  to  every  deputy, 
and  to  the  different  diftridts  throughout  France. 
“ I fwear  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation,  to  the  law, 
“ to  the  king;  and  to  maintain  with  all  my 
“ power  the  conftitution  decreed  by  the  national 
“ affembly,  and  accepted  by  the  king.” 

The  addrefs  ftated,  that  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  national  alfembly  received  fuch  numerous 
marks  of  approbation  and  congratulation  from 
the  various  provinces  and  cities  of  the  kingdom, 
they  could  not  but  be  fenfible  of  the  interefted 
murmurs  which  had  been  excited  by  meafures 
adopted  for  the  fuppreffion  of  abufes  and  the  ex- 
tinction of  prejudices.  That  they  confidered  it 
as  their  duty  vigilantly  to  guard  againft  thefe 
murmurs,  left  the  propagation  of  them  fhould 
alienate  the  minds  of  the  people  from  their  re- 
prefentatives ; the  effedts  of  whofe  labours,  and 
the  objcdts  of  whofe  views,  they  proceeded  to 
delineate. 

They  aflerted  that  the  national  affembly,  in  the 
mid  ft  of  tempefts,  had  traced  with  a firm  hand 
the  principles  of  a conftitution,  which  fecured 
for  ever  the  freedom  of  the  people.  That  they 
had  eftablifhed  the  rights  of  men , forgotten  and 
infultcd  for  fo  many  ages.  That  they  had  re- 
ftored  to  the  nation  the  prerogative  of  taxing 
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themfelves ; while  they  had  preferved  the  prin* 
ciples  of  the  monarchy  in  pronouncing  the  fo- 
▼ereign  inviolable,  and  the  throne  hereditary. 

That  thofe  orders,  whofc  antique  pretenfions 
were  the  objedts  of  fo  much  jealoufy,  were  now 
loft  in  the  general  name  of  citizens ; and  that  an 
army  compofed  folely  of  citizens,  aflembled  by 
patriotifm,  and  infpired  by  honour,  watched  over 
the  fafety,  and  were  adtive  to  reftore  the  tran* 
quillity  of  the  ftate. 

. That  the  feudal  fyftem,  fo  long  obnoxious, 
was  abolifhed  ; that  the  provinces  were  delivered 
from  a vexatious  adminiftration  of  juftice ; that 
all  arbitrary  diftindtions  were  annihilated;  and 
that  the  national  affembly,  by  the  new  divifion 
of  France,  had  effaced  the  laft  traces  of  prejudice, 
and  inftituted,  inftead  of  a narrow  attachment  to 
a particular  province,  a love  for  the  kingdom  in 
general. 

The  abolition  of  a venal  magiftracy,  and  the 
reform  of  the  criminal  code,  were  long  and  loudly 
demanded ; thefe  demands  have  been  complied 
with  ; to  this  may  be  added,  vexatious  taxes  re- 
pealed, immoderate  penfions  reduced,  and  an 
unremitting  attention  to  the  finances,  which  pro- 
mifes  the  mod  effectual  relief  to  your  diftrefs. 

“ Behold,  Frenchmen,  our  work,  or  rather 
“ your  own ; for  we  are  only  your  inftruments ; 
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**  it  is  you  who  have  enlightened,  encouraged, 
“ and  fupported  us  through  our  labours ; to 
“ what  happy  epoch  are  we  already  arrived; 
“ what  an  honourable  inheritance  may  you  be- 
“ queath  to  your  pofterity ; all  raifed  to  the 
“ rank  of  citizens ; admiflible  to  all  employ- 
“ ments ; equal  in  the  eyes  of  the  law ; free  to 
“ tuft,  to  fpeak,  and  to  write ; independent  of  the 
“ will  of  any  man,  and  only  owing  obedience  to 
“ the  common  authority  : what  condition  can  be 
“ more  enviable  ? is  there  a Angle  citizen,  wor-„ 
“ thy  of  that  name,  who  dares  look  backwards, 
“ who  would  remove  the  ruins  with  which  we 
“ are  furrounded  to  reftore  the  ancient  edi- 
“ fice  ? 

“ But  we  have  deftroyed  every  thing  1 we 
“ have  a£ted  with  too  much  precipitation  ! ex- 
“ claim  our  enemies  ! It  was  indeed  nereflary 
**  to  rebuild  every  thing  ; and  are  thofe  who  ac- 
“ cufe  our  precipitation,  ignorant,  that  tardy  and 
“ indecifive  fteps  have  never  led  to  any  cffec- 
“ tual  reform ; and  that  the  abufe  which  is  per- 
“ mitted  to  remain,  becomes  foon  the  fupport 
“ and  reftorer  of  thofe  which  we  flatter  our- 
“ felves  with  having  extinguilhtd  ? 

“ But  our  aflemblies  are  tumultuous ! Of 
“ what  confequence  is  this,  if  our  decrees  are 
“ prudent?  We  are  accufcd  of  afpiring  to  chi- 
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“ merical  perfection  ! Ridiculous  reproach  f 
“ which  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  is  only  a latent 
“ wifh  to  perpetuate  abufes ; but  it  is  impof- 
“ lible,  it  has  been  faid,  to  regenerate  a nation 
“ old  and  corrupted  ! Is  it  neceffary  to  anfwer, 
“ that  thofe  are  only  corrupted  who  would  per- 
“ petuate  corrupt  abufes ; and  that  a nation  is 
“ reftored  from  the  day  that  it  is  refolute  to  be 
“ born  again  to  freedom  ? Behold  the  new  ge- 
“ neration  ! How  already  their  hearts  palpitate 
“ with  joy  and  hope  ! how  pure,  noble,  and  pa- 
“ triotic,  are  their  fentiments  ! with  what  en- 
**  thufiafm  they  each  day  contend  for  the  honour 
“ of  being  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  citizen  ! 
“ But  wherefore  reply  to  a reproach  fo  defpica- 
“ ble  ? Is  the  national affembly  reduced  to juftify 
“ itfelf  for  not  having  defpaired  of  the  people  of 
“ France  ? 

“We  have  done  nothing  for  the  people ; 
“ they  have  dared  to  afiert ! and  yet  the  caufe 
“ of  the  people  is  every  where  triumphant. 
“ Nothing  done  for  the  people ! Has  not  every 
“abufe  that  has  been  deftroyed,  prepared,  or 
“ allured  their  relief ; or  was  there  a fingle  abufe 
“ which  did  not  in  its  confequences  prefs  upon 
“ them  ? 

“ But  they  complained  not ! the  excefs  of 
“ their  grief  (tilled  tlreir  cries— -they  are  now 

“ miferable! 
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“ miferable ! Rather  fay  that  they  are  yet  mi- 
“ ferable ; but  they  fhall  not  remain  fo  long. 

“ We  have  deftroyed  the  executive  povver  ! 

“ No  : call  it  the  minifterial  povver ; and  it  is 
**  that  povver  which  has  often  degraded,  and 
“ would  have  deftroyed  the  executive.  The 
“ executive  power  we  have  enlightened  by 
“ pointing  out  to  it  its  rights  ; and  we  have 
“ rendered  it  more  noble,  by  obliging  it  to  re- 
**  afcend  to  the  fource  of  its  authority,  the  au- 
*5  thority  of  the  people.  But  it  is  without  force. 

Againft  the  conftitution  and  the  law,  this  is 
“ true ; but  in  fupport  of  them  it  will  be  more 
**  effe&ual  than  ever  it  was. 

“ The  people  are  in  arms ! Yes,  for  their 
**  defence ; and  it  was  neceflary.  But  in  va- 
**  rious  places,  a long  train  of  diforders  have  , 
tc  been  the  refult. — And  can  they  reproach  the 
“ national  aflembly  with  this  ? can  they  impute 
“ to  them  difafters  at  which  they  ftill  fhudder, 

“ and  which  they  endeavoured  to  prevent  by 
“ repeated  decrees  ? 

“ We  have  exceeded  our  powers ! The  an- 
fwer.-is  fimple.  Undoubtedly  we  were  con- 
**  vened  to  frame  a conftitution  ; that  was  the 
**  wifh,  that  was  the  objedft  of  »all  France.  Was 
“ it  poflible  to  ereate  that  conftitution,  or  form 
“ a body  imperfect  as  it  is,  of  conftitutional  de- 
:•  you  ill,  L 1 “ crees. 
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“ crees,  without  thofe  powers  which  we  have 
“ exercifed  ? Let  us  go  further ; without  the 
“ national  afiernbly  France  was  loft;  without 
“ that  principle  which  fubmits  every  thing  to 
“ a majority  of  free  voices,  and  which  has  made 
“ all  our  decrees,  it  was  impoffible  to  conceive 
“ a national  aflembly;  it  is  impo/Tible  to  con- 
“ ceive,  we  will  not  fay  a conftitution,  but  even 
“ the  hope  of  irrevocably  deftroying  the  fmalleft 
“ abufe.  This  principle  is  an  eternal  truth; 
“ it  has  been  acknowledged  throughout  all 
“ F ranee ; it  is  to  be  found  in  a thoufand  fhapes 
“ in  thofe  numerous  addrefles  of  attachment, 
“ which  have  encountered  on  all  the  roads  the 
ft  crowd  of  libels,  in  which  you  reproach  us  with 
“ having  exceeded  our  powers.  Thofe  addreftes, 
t(  thofe  congratulations,  thofe  homages,  thofe 
“ patriotic  oaths  ; what  a confirmation  do  they 
“ pot  afford  of  thofe  powers  which  our  accufers 
“ would  difpute. 

“ Such  are  the  reproaches,  Frenchmen,  which 
“ your  reprefentatives  are  fubje&ed  to  in  thofe 
“ numerous  and  criminal  publications  which  af- 
“ foil  to  proclaim  the  grief  of  our  fellow-citizens. 
“ But  in  vain  do  our  enemies  flatter  therafelves 
“ with  the  hope  of  difeouraging  us ; our  ardour 
“ redoubles,  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  you 
“ will  be  fenfible  of  the  effects  of  it/* 
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From  the  language  of  vindication  the  national 
afl'embly  proceed  to  hold  out  the  future  blcflings 
of  an  army  compofed  of  citizens,  a feries  of  taxes 
which  lhould  refpedt  agriculture  and  induftry,  a 
clergy  equally  ftrangers  to  poverty  and  riches, 
a code  of  criminal  laws  dictated  by  reafon,  by 
juflice,  .and  humanity,  a code  of  civil  law  en- 
trufled  to  judges  chofcn  by  the  fuffrages  of  the 
people  ; and  a fyftem  of  national  inftruftion  and 
education  which  lhould  place  the  conftitution 
under  the  fafe-guard  of  the  riling  generation. 

“ Behold,  Frenchmen,”  continue  they,  “ the 
“ profpetft  of  happinefs  and  glory  which  opens 
“ to  your  view  ! Some  fteps  yet  remain ; and 
“ thence  the  afperfions  of  the  enemies  of  the  re* 
“ volution.  Diftruft  too  much  vivacity  ; above 
“ all,  dread  every  kind  of  violence,  lince 
“ diforder  may  become  fatal  to  liberty.  You 
“ love  that  liberty ; you  are  now  poffeflcd  of  it, 
“ flaew  yourfelves  worthy  of  preferving  it ; at- 
“ tend  faithfully  to  the  fpirit  and  the  letter  of 
“ the  decrees  of  your  reprefentatives,  accepted, 
**  or  fan&ioned  by  the  king.  Think  on  the 
“ three  facred  words  which  fecure  thofe  decrees; 

“ THE  NATION,  THE  LAW,  and  THE  KING. 
“ The  nation,  is  you  ; the  law,  is  you  again, 
becaufe  it  is  your  will ; the  king,  is  the  guar- 
“ dian  of  the  law.  Whatever  fall’ehoods  may  be 
L 1 2 “ difperfed. 
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“ difperfed,  confide  in  that  union.  The  king  Was 
“ formerly  deceived  ; it  is  now  you  that  are ; and 
**  the  virtues  of  the  king  are  grieved  at  that  decep- 
“ tion.  He  would  preferve  his  people  from  thofe 
“ deceivers  whom  he  has  banilhedfrom  his  throne; 
“ he  will  defend  from  them  the  cradle  of  his 
“ fon  ; fince  in  the  midft  of  your  reprefentatives 
“ he  has  declared  that  he  will  render  the  heir 

of  the  crown,  the  guardian  of  the  conftitution. 

“ For  our  own  part,  purfuing  our  inceflant 
“ labours,  devoted,  confecrated  to  the  comple- 
“ tion  of  the  conftitution,  your  work  as  well  as 
“ ours,  we  (hall  finilh  it,  affiftcd  by  all  the  in- 
“ formation  of  France,  and  vanquilhers  over  all 
“ obftacles.  Satisfied  of  our  own  redtitude,  and 
*c  convinced  of  the  defirable  progrefs  towards 
“ your  happinefs,  we  Ihall  place  in  your  hands 
“ this  facred  depofit  of  the  conftitution,  en- 
“ trufted  to  the  protection  of  thofe  new  virtues ; 
“ the  feeds  of  which,  long  fecreted  in  your  bo- 
“ foms,  have  built  forth  on  the  firft  dawn  of  li« 
“ berty.” 

Whatever  advantages  the  national  aflembly 
might  expedt  to  derive  from  this  addrefs,  they 
negledted  not  to  avail  themfelves  of  every  other 
favourable  occafion.  The  fcanty  pay  of  the  army 
had  long  been  the  fubjedt  of  complaint ; and  the 
foldiers  looked  up  with  impatience  to  relief,  from 
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a diftrefs  which  was  rendered  more  intolerable 
by  the  exactions  of  their  officers.  The  national 
affembly  were  neither  infenfible  to  their  mifery, 
nor  indifferent  to  the  opportunity  that  offered  of 
fecuring  the  gratitude  and  attachment  of  that 
formidable  clafs  of  men.  In  June  a decree  was 
publilhed  which  increafed  the  pay  of  the  army 
about  one  fourth  ; and  was  foon  followed  by  a fe- 
cond,  which  imparted  the  fame  augmentation  to 
the  marine. 

Though  the  fortitude  and  vigilance  of  the  na- 
tional affembly  feem  never  to  have  deferted  them, 
yet  both  were  fcarce  fufficient  to  repel  or  elude 
the  various  difficulties  which  each  hour  prefented. 
A difpute  refpeCting  the  right  of  fifliery  on  the 
coaft  of  America  threatened  to  involve  the  courts 
of  Madrid  and  London  in  open  hoftilities ; both 
urged  their  warlike  preparations  with  rival  dili- 
gence ; and  the  king  of  France,  who  confidered 
himfelf  bound  by  the  family  conpaft  to  fupport 
the  pretenfions  of  the  kindred  throne  of  Spain, 
and  amidft  the  armaments  of  his  neighbours  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  his  l'ubjedls  from  infult, 
demanded,  by  his  minifter,  of  the  national  affem- 
bly the  fupplies  neceffary  for  equipping  fourteen 
fail  of  the  line. 

The  meffage  of  the  fovereign,  although  im- 
mediately complied  with,  was  productive  of  con- 
L 1 3 fequences 
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fequences  the  mod  important  to  the  conftitution. 
In  the  unfettled  Rate  of  public  affairs,  the  na- 
tional afiembly  could  not  be  infenfible  to  the  nu- 
merous embarafl’ments  with  which  a war  mu  lb 
have  been  attended.  The  expences  of  it  could 
not  but  prefs  heavy  on  a people  who  had  been 
taught  to  expert  the  daily  diminution  of  their 
burdens ; the  difeontent  of  the  majority  of  the 
nobility  was  deep  and  undifguifed ; their  fitua- 
tion  called  them  to  military  command ; the  fol-  ^ 
diers,  it  was  true,  had  hitherto  difplayed  the  moft 
generous  ardour  in  defence  of  the  new  govern- 
ment ; but  when  once  affembled  in  a camp,  their 
officers  might  regain  their  former  afcendancy  ; 
and  thofe  arms  which  had  been  provided  againft 
the  foreign  enemies  of  France,  might  be  em- 
ployed to  fubvert  her  conftitution.  The  example 
of  the  revolution  was  an  objedt  of  terror  to  every 
defpotic  power ; the  king  of  Spain,  it  was  pre- 
fumed, could  not  behold  the  depreffion  of  the 
royal  prerogative  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  with- 
out fecret  indignation  ; the  intrigues  of  the  ba- 
ron de  Breceuil,  who  had  always  poffefled  the  con- 
fidence of  the  queen,  were  fuppofed  to  have  ex- 
tended to  the  court  of  Madrid ; and  it  was  well 
known  that  the  ariftocratical  party  regarded  an 
approaching  war  with  hope  and  exultation. 

Thefe  united  confiderations  fuggefted  to  the 
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national  afiembly  the  danger  of  leaving  in  the 
hands  of  the  fovereign  the  uncontrolled  right  of 
peace  and  war.  It  was  urged  indeed  that  this 
right  could  not  with  any  propriety  be  feparated 
- from  the  executive  power ; and  the  count  de  Mi- 
fabeau,  who  had  hitherto  appeared  the  moll  zeal- 
ous champion  of  the  pretenfions  of  the  people, 
fupported  with  his  eloquence  on  this  occafion  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown.  It  was  in  vain  that 
he  urged  that  the  executive  power  confided  in 
the  right  of  employing  the  public  force ; “ and 
(t  what,”  demanded  he,  is  wrar,  but  an  appli- 
“ cation  of  that  force  ?”  His  arguments,  gene- 
rally fuecelsful,  were  oppofed  by  the  fears  and 
jealoufies  of  the  people  ; it  was  affcrted  that  the 
fubje&s  in  almod  every  war  had  been  the  victims 
Of  the  caprice  or  ambition  of  the  fovereign  and 
his  minifters ; and  that  the  profperity  of  the  em- 
pire had  been  continually  facrificed  to  the  lull 
Of  tranfient  conqueds,  or  the  vain  acquifition  of 
barren  laurels.  France  dill  groaned  under  the 
victories  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth ; and  every 
triumph  ferved  only  to  augment  the  debt,  and 
encreafe  the  mifery  of  the  nation. 

Though  the  debate  was  longj  and  vigoroufly 
Continued,  the  triumph  of  the  popular  party  was 
complete ; it  was  decreed  that  the  right  of  peace 
and  war  belonged  to  the  nation ; and  that  war 
L 1 4 could 
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could  not  be  declared  but  by  a decree  of  the  na- 
tional aflembly,  originating  in  a meflage  from 
the  king,  and  fandioned  by  him.  That  the  care 
to  watch  over  the  external  fecurity  of  the  king- 
dom, and  to  maintain  its  rights  and  pofleflions, 
was  delegated  to  the  king  by  the  conftitution ; 
that  to  him  were  entrufted  all  foreign  corrcfpond- 
ence  ; the  con  dud  of  political  negociations ; the 
choice  of  agents ; the  preparation  of  a war  efta- 
blilhment  proportioned  to  that  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Rates ; the  diftribution  of  the  forces  both  by 
land  and  by  fea ; and  the  diredion  of  them  in 
cafe  of  adual  hoftilities. 

But  at  the  fame  time  it  was  provided  on  the 
appearance  or  commencement  of  war,  cither  in 
fupport  of  an  ally,  or  in  defence  of  the  nation, 
that  the  king  fliould  communicate  without  delay 
to  the  legiflative  body,  the  caufes  and  motives 
of  hoftilities ; and  if  that  body  fhould  happen  - 
not  to  be  fitting,  that  his  majefty  (hould  imme- 
diately aflemble  it, 

By  the  fourth  article  the  aflembly,  defirous  of 
acquiring  the  confidence  of  Europe,  and  of  ex- 
tinguilhing  all  jealoufies  that  might  have  arifen 
from  the  armament  they  had  lately  decreed,  de- 
clared, that  the  French  nation  would  never  embark 
in  any  war  with  a view  to  conquejl,  nor  ever  employ 
her  forces  againfl  the  liberties  of  any  people. 
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This  was  enforced  by  the  article  which  follow- 
ed, and  which  fpecified,  that  if  on  the  royal  mef- 
fage,  the  legiilative  body  lhould  judge  the  hofti- 
lities  commenced  a culpable  aggreffion  of  the 
minifter,  or  of  any  other  agent  of  the  executive 
power,  the  author  of  fuch  aggreffion  lhould  be 
profecuted  as  guilty  of  treafon  to  the  nation ; and 
if  alfo  on  the  meffage  of  the  king,  the  legiilative 
body  lhould  decide  that  the  war  ought  not  to  be 
commenced  or  continued,  that  then  the  executive 
power  was  inftantly  to  take  the  neceffary  meafures 
for  preventing  or  terminating  all  hoftilities. 

Such  were  the  articles  that  transferred  from  the 
crown  to  the  national  affembly  a prerogative 
which  the  former  had  peaceably  enjoyed  for  four- 
teen centuries  ; and  which  it  might  have  probably 
ftill  prcferved,  had  not  the  difcuffion  of  it  been 
introduced  at  a moment  when  diftruft  over- 
whelmed every  other  confideration,  and  when  the 
ambiguous  conduct  of  Spain  furnilhed  fuch  fe- 
rious  matter  for  alarm. 

The  vi&ory  of  the  popular  party  over  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  crown  was  only  preparatory  to  a 
more  decilive  and  fignal  triumph  over  the  nobi- 
lity. While  the  titles  and  diftindtioos  of  that 
order  remained,  it  was  confidered  as  impoffible  to 
alienate  from  it  the  habitual  refpedt  of  the  mul- 
titude. On  the  nineteenth  of  June,  the  cele- 
brated 
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brated  motion  was  brought  forward  to  fupprefs 
the  titles  of  duke,  marquis,  count,  &c.  it  was 
oppofed  with  that  warmth  and  vigour  which 
might  be  expe&ed  from  men,  who  combated  in 
defence  of  thofe  honours,  which  had  been  ac- 
quired by  the  valour  and  virtues  of  their  ances- 
tors ; but  all  refiftance  was  unequal  to  the  torrent 
of  enthufiafm;  after  a long  and  animated  debate, 
the  national  affembly  decreed,  that  confidering 
hereditary  nobility  carinot  fubfift  in  a free  ftate, 
the  titles  of  duke,  count,  marqui9,  baron,  excel- 
lency, greatnefs,  abb£,  &c.  ihould  be  abolifhed, 
and  that  all  citizens  Ihould  take  in  future  their 
family  and  patronymick  names;  that  no  one 
Ihould  in  future  caofe  liveries  to  be  worn,  or  take 
a coat  of  arms ; and  that  the  title  erf  monfieigneur 
fhould  no  longer  be  applied  to  Any  individual  or 
body. 

Thus  in  one  moment  were  three  hundred  thou* 
fand  gentlemen  degraded  from  thofe  proud  dif* 
tindlions  which  they  had  inherited  or  acquired, 
and.  reduced  to  a level  with  the  mafs  of  the  peo- 
ple ; whilo  prejudice  mull  loudly  condemn,  even 
impartiality  is  ftartled  at  a refolution  fo  repug* 
want  to  ancient  or  modern  policy.  In  the  earlieft 
traces  of  government,  in  the  woods  of  Germany, 
we  diftinguilh  the  refpe&  that  was  paid  to  illuf* 
trious  defeent;  and  it  was  by  the  purity  of  his 
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birth,  that  the  Barbarian  magiftrate  was  raifed  to 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice.  Even  in  the  repub- 
lic of  Rome,  and  during  her  mod  virtuous  and 
profperous  periods,  the  patrician  was  regarded 
with  fubmiffive  reverence  : experience  had  con- 
firmed the  advantages  of  thefe  diitindtions ; and 
in  different  forms  and  degrees  they  had  been  in- 
troduced into  every  modern  government;  in 
France,  indeed,  the  admiflion  into  the  order  of 
nobility  had  become  fcandaloufly  venal  and  cor- 
rupt; but  although  the  luxuriant  branches  re- 
quired pruning,  yet  the  tree  itfelf,  whofe  fruits 
had  been  difplayeB  in  the  fuccelEve  victories  of 
Conde,  Turenne,  and  Luxembourgh,  might  fti'll 
have  been  preferved  ; and  the  root  might  ftill 
have  been  cherifhed  as  the  fource  of  future  gran- 
deur and  profperity  to  France. 

While  the  popular  party  within  doors  fwept 
before  it  all  oppofition,  it  was  not  entirely  free 
from  difquiet  without.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  monfieur  de  Favras,  a gentleman  of  fmall 
fortune,  but  of  ancient  family,  was  accufed  of  a 
defign  to  carry  off  the  king  to  Metz ; and  after  a 
formal  trial  atoned  with  his  life  for  his  temerity. 

The  project  of  the  compte  de  Maillebois  was 
reprefented  as  more  extenfive  in  its  branches,  and 
more  important  in  its  objedt.  His  negociations 
were  fuppofed  to  have  embraced  the  courts  of 
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Turin,  Madrid,  and  Vienna ; and  it  was  afferted, 
that  he  prepared  to  ereCt  the  ftandard  of  revolt  to 
the  new  conftitution,  at  the  head  of  an  army  com 
pofed  of  Italians,  Spaniards,  and  Germans.  HowJ 
ever  deftitutc  thefe  rumours  might  be  of  founda- 
tion,  it  is  certain  that  reftlefs  veteran  thought  it 
prudent  to  withdraw  from  the  fufpicions  of  his 
countrymen,  to  the  protection  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, where  he  enjoyed  a high  command. 

At  Nifmes,  the  fever  of  difeontent  was  rapid  in 
its  progrefs,  and  fatal  in  its  confcquences ; that 
city  was  the  refidence  of  a numerous  nobility, 
proud  of  their  defeent,  and  zealoufly  attached  to 
the  catholic  perfuafion.  It  had  alfo  become  the 
feat  of  a confiderable  body  of  proteftants.  Reli- 
gious differences  were  heightened  by  political 
animofity ; and  while  the  catholics  regarded  with 
mingled  horror  and  averfion  every  meafure  of  the 
national  affembly,  the  proteftants  looked  up  with 
gratitude  and  admiration  to  thofe  refolutions, 
which  reftored  them  to  religious  and  civil  liberty. 
Their  mutual  enmity  could  not  long  be  confined 
to  ineffectual  reproaches ; arms  miniftered  to  their 
fury  ; for  two  fucceflive  days  the  ftreets  were  de- 
luged with  blood ; and  it  was  not  until  fcveral 
hundred  citizens  had  perilhed,  that  the  victory 
of  the  proteftants  eftablilhed  tranquillity. 

The  national  affembly  could  not  but  be  deeply 
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afflicted  with  thefe  repeated  inftances  of  tumult 
and  difaffedtion ; more  firmly  to  bind  the  people 
to  the  new  government,  and  to  unite  them  in  one 
general  caufe,  it  was  refolved  to  have  recourfe  to 
the  folemnity  of  oaths  and  compacts.  In  various 
provincial  towns,  civic  feafts  had  been  already  in- 
llituted,  and  affociations  had  taken  place ; and  it 
was  now  determined  to  concentrate  thefe  patriotic 
eflfufions  in  one  point  of  view,  and  by  a general 
confederation  at  Paris,  to  ail'ert  the  pre-eminence 
of  the  capital,  and  to  combine  the  zeal  of  the 
kingdom. 

To  this  memorable  feftival,  every  diftrid: 
throughout  France,  every  municipal  body,  every 
corps  of  regular  or  national  troops,  were  required 
to  fend  their  deputies ; nor  was  the  monarch  him- 
felf  to  be  exempted  from  that  oath,  which  was  to 
confecrate  the  mutual  ties  between  the  fovereign 
and  his  fubjcdls. 

The  day  fixed  for  this  facred  ceremony  was  the 
fourteenth  of  July,  and  the  place,  the  champ  de 
Mars,  a fpacious  plain  which  joins  the  fuburbs  of 
the  capital.  In  the  middle  an  altar  was  eredted ; 
and  feats  were  placed  round,  capable  of  con- 
taining feveral  hundred  thoufands  of  fpedtators ; 
on  this  occafion,  the  enthufialm  of  Paris  was 
eminently  difplayed.  Every  hand  contributed 
with  tranfport  to  the  grateful  labour;  and  the 
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Rrength  of  the  men  was  rivalled  by  the  alacrity  of 
the  women. 

The  diftant  provinces  were  not  inattentive  to 
the  fummons  of  the  capital ; on  the  appointed 
day  the  deputies  were  airembled  from  every  quar- 
ter of  the  kingdom ; and  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
braving  the  artifices  of  his  enemies,  returnecWrom 
England  to  pledge  his  faith  to  the  maintenance  of 
that  conftitution,  to  the  eftabJilhment  of  which 
his  patriotic  efforts  had  fo  largely  contributed. 

About  four  o’clock  in  the  evening,  on  the 
fourteenth  of  July,  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  af- 
cended  the  altar ; and,  in  the  name  of  the  national 
troops  of  France,  pronounced  the  following  oath ; 
M I fwear  always  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation,  to 
“ the  law,  and  to  the  king ; to  maintain  the  con- 
“ ftitution  decreed  by  the  national  afiembly,  and 
“ accepted  by  the  king ; to  protedt,  according  to 
“ law,  the  fecurity  of  perfons  and  of  property, 
“ the  free  circulation  of  corn  and  fubfiftence 
“ throughout  the  kingdom,  and  the  colledtion  of 
” public  taxes  of  every  dcfcription ; and  to  re- 
“ main  united  to  the  French  in  fraternal  and  in- 
*•  diffoluble  bonds.”  The  deputies  of  the  regu- 
lar troops  and  militia,  on  the  conclufion  of  the 
oath,  repeated  aloud,  “ I swear.” 

The  marquis  was  followed  by  the  prefident  of 
the  national  afiembly ; “ I fweaj  to  be  faithful 
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“ to  the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king ; and  to 
“ maintain,  with  all  my  power,  the  conftitution, 
u as  decreed  by  the  national  affemblv,  and  ac- 
“ cepted  by  the  king each  deputy  repeating 
aloud,  after  their  prefident,  “ I swear.” 

The  fovereign  himfelf,  then  ftretching  his 
arm  towards  the  altar,  amidft  a religious  filence, 
llowly  and  diftindtly  pronounced  ; “ I,  King  of  the 
“ French,  fwear  to  the  nation  to  employ  all  the 
“ power  which  is  delegated  to  me  by  the  confti- 
“ tutional  law  of  the  Rate,  to  maintain  the  con- 
il  ftitution,  and  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the 
“ law.”  While  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  voices 
rent  the  air  with  their  acclamations,  and  ratified, 
with  their  plaudits,  the  facred  compact  which 
eftablilhed  Louis  the  Sixteenth  the  monarch  of  a 
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A. 

ACT  of  confederation  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  iii.  323.  _ 

Adelaid. <•,  wife  of  Lewis  VII,  L 231.  Her  designs  against  her 
son  ; is  supported  by  the  English,  ib.  231. 

Agnes , daughter  of  the  duke  of  Dalmatia,  dies  of  grief  in  being 
divorced  from  Philip,  L 274. 

Alberoni,  cardinal,  minister  of  Spain,  intrigues  against  the  re- 
gent of  Prance,  iii.  4. 

Albert,  archduke,  takes  Calais,  ii.  283,  and  Ardres,  ib.  284. 
Retires  before  Henry,  ib.  285.  Receives  the  Prince  of 
Condi! ; attempts  to  relieve  Amiens,  without  success,  ib. 


Alexander  VI.  pope,  yields  to  Charles  VIII.  ii.  21. 

Allodial  tenure,  L 1 18.  possessed  by  freemen,  120. 

Amboise,  cardinal  of,  minister  of  France,  his  death,  ii.  £0. 

American  war.  Origin  of,  iii.  1 26.  Tax  on  tea,  ib.  1 27.  Ge- 
neral opposition,  ib.  1 28.  Meeting  of  the  general  congress, 
ib.  129.  Thirteen  united  provinces,  ib.  141.  General  un- 
success of  the  war  at  the  beginning,  ib.  148.  Its  influence 
on  France,  iii.  402. 

Amsterdam.  The  refuge  of  the  republican  party ; its  danger, 
iii.  33;.  Is  forced  to  surrender,  ib.  336. 

Amzil/e,  mareschal  d’,  supports  the  protestant  cause,  ii.  2281 

Andre,  major,  is  apprehended  as  a spy,  iii.  217.  Is  tried  by 
a board  of  general  officers ; is  condemned  and  executed, 
ib.  229. 

Anjou,  duke  of,  regent  of  France,  his  charafler,  L 409.  Seize* 
the  royal  treasures ; his  pretensions  to  the  crown  of  Naples, 
ib.  410,  His  death,  ib.  412. 
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Anjou,  duke  of,  relieves  Cambray,  ii.  223.  Is  supported  by 
the  protestants,  but  deceives  them,  it.  224. 

Ann,  lady  of  Beaujcu , ii.  3.  Her  administration,  j.  Intrigues 
with  the  nobles  of  Brittany,  8,  Attacks  that  country,  il. 
Her  administration,  ii.  t6. 

Ann,  duchess  of  Brittany,  succeeds  her  father,  Francis  II.  Mar- 
ries Maximilian,  king  of  the  Romans,  by  proxy,  ii.  1 2,  t_J. 
This  marriage  set  aside,  and  she  espouses  Charles  VIII.  14. 
At  his  decease,  she  marries  Lewis  XII.  31, 

Ann  of  Austria  invested  with  full  powers  of  regency,  ii.  407. 
Tumults  at  Paris;  escapes  to  St.  Germain’s,  it.  411.  Is 
greatly  reduced  ; makes  peace,  it.  41  c. 

Antony  of  Bourbon,  king  of  Navarre,  liis  charadler,  ii.  ifio. 
First  prince  of  the  blood  ; favours  the  reformation,  it.  162. 
His  irresolute  conduct,  it.  172.  Goes  to  Orleans  to  meet  the 
states;  the  danger  attending  it,  it.  177.  Is  betrayed  and  im- 
prisoned, it.  174.  Is  induced  to  unite  with  the  Guises, 
it.  i8o.  Is  mortally  wounded,  it.  1 84. 

Arc,  Joan  D’,  the  famous  maid  of  Orleans,  her  charadler,  L 469. 
Relieves  Orleans,  and  routs  the  besiegers,  it.  472.  Condudts 
Charles  to  Rheims  to  be  crowned,  it.  476.  Defends  Com- 
paigne ; is  taken  prisoner,  and  burnt  for  sorcery,  it.  47q. 

Aigttiflon,  duke  dr,  governor  of  Brittany,  prosecutes  the  attor- 
ney general  of  tl.ar  parliament,  iii.  gfk  His  dark  villainy, 
it.  Enquiry  against  him  suppressed  by  the  king,  ioo.  Is 
appointed  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  iiu  108.  I3  dismissed, 

' it.  1 1 7. 

Armed  Neutrality,  composed  of  the  empress  of  Russia,  kings  of 
Denmark  and  Sweden,  and  the  states  of  Holland,  iii.  201. 

Aristocrats,  the  friends  of  the  nobility  and  clergy,  iii.  488. 

Arnold,  general,  oppresses  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  His  dark 
designs,  iii.  216.  Agrees  to  betray  his  camp  to  general  Clin- 
ton, it.  217.  Is  dctciled,  and  escapes  to  the  English,  it.  218. 
Ravages  the  country,  it.  zzq. 

Arteville,  James  d',  the  brewer  of  Ghent.  His  charadler. 
Unites  with  Edward  against  France,  i.  3; 3.  Is  murdered 
by  the  Flemings,  it.  369. 

Aitrville,  Philip  d’,  leads  the  revolting  Flemings,  L 41 1,  Is 
routed  and  slain,  it.  412. 

Arthur,  Prince,  is  supported  by  the  king  of  France  against  his 
uncle,  i.  274.  Is  taken  prisoner,  liis  suspicious  death, 
it.  zjj. 

Arthur,  count  of  Richemont,  joins  with  Charles.  His  charadler 
and  condudl,  i,  464 — 5. 

Auvergne,  count  d',  involved  in  the  guilt  of  Biron,  but  spared 
by  Henry  and  released,  ii.  310,  Combines  against  him,  it. 
313.  Is  condemned  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  it.  314. 

Bad/jy 
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Badly,  M.  elected  president  of  the  national  assembly,  iii.  38  j- 
inavor  of  Paris,  it.  400.  Unable  to  suppress  the  tumults  in 
Paris,  it.  40  ;. 

Baldwin,  count  of  Flanders.  I Its  character.  Regent  of  France, 
L 177.  Does  not  oppose  the  growing  power  of  W illiam  of 
Normandy,  it.  1 78.  His  death,  it.  181- 

Barhard,  ft.  Abbot  of  Clairvaux,  minister  of  the  King.  Pre- 
vails on  him  to  undertake  the  holy  wars  in  person,  L at  His 
character,  it.  ai6.  Falls  under  the  general  indignation  from 
their  ill  success,  it.  227. 

Barri,  countess  du,  mistress  to  Lewis  XV.  Her  intrigues, 
iii.  103.  Decline  of  her  influence,  it.  1 r 2.  Retires  from 
court  on  the  accession  of  Lewis  XVI.  it.  1 id. 

Barrier,  James.  His  design  to  assassinate  Henry  IV.  is  dis- 
covered, and  he  is  executed,  ii.  270. 

Barrington,  admiral,  assists  general  Grant  in  his  attack  on  St. 
Lucia,  iii.  176.  Is  engaged  by  Count  d'Estaing  with  a su- 
perior force,  but  repulses  him,  it.  177. 

Ba stile  attacked  and  destroyed,  iii.  396. 

Bechet,  Thomas  a.  His  rise  and  charaXer,  L 232.  Is  made 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  it.  234.  Is  received  by  Lewis, 
it.  23  ;■  His  usurpation  of  power,  it.  337.  Is  restored  ; 
his  turbulent  conduit,  it.  238.  Is  murdered  while  at  prayers, 
it.  239. 

Belie r,  marquis,  basely  surrenders  Ardres,  ii.  284. 

Belle  Panic,  gallantly  fights,  iii.  204- 

Bcllecomte,  M.  de,  gallantly  defends  Pondicherry,  but  is  re- 
duced to  surrender  it,  iii.  r 79. 

Belzuncc,  marquis  de,  traitorously  murdered,  iii.  4tq, 

Berthicr,  M.  de,  cruelly  murdered,  iii.  403. 

Bertrade  de  Montfort  forsakes  her  husband,  and  marries  king 
Philip  L 187.  Her  hatred  and  designs  against  his  son 
Lewis,  it.  194.  Attempts  to  poison  him,  it.  196. 

Betbunc,  Robert  de,  count  of  Flanders,  deceives  Lewis  L L 332. 

Birm,  mareschal,  engages  the  marquis  Varambon ; takes  him 
prisoner,  and  routs  the  Spaniards,  ii.  286.  Blockades 
Amiens,  it.  iqo.  Takes  St.  Catherine's,  it.  301.  His 
charaXer  and  restless  spirit ; favours  the  duke  of  Savoy,  it. 
303.  Goes  ambassador  to  England  and  Switzerland  ; his 
intrigues  and  connexions,  it.  304.  His  complaints,  it.  303. 
Is  deprived  of  his  cannon,  it.  307.  Goes  to  Fontainbleau, 
it.  308.  Is  arrested,  and  imprisoned  in  the  Bastile  ; tried, 
condemned,  and  executed,  it.  309. 

Blanch,  queen  of  France,  is  regent  of  Fraocc  during  the  mi- 
nority of  her  son  ; her  conduX  towards  the  nobles,  L 292. 

a 2 Reconciles 
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Reconciles  the  count  of  Bologne,  it.  o 193.  Is  regent  in  the 
king’s  absence,  it.  296.  Dies  of  grief,  it.  ;ee. 

Bids,  Charles  of,  his  claims  to  the  duchy  of  Brittany,  L 338. 

His  war  with  Mountfort,  it.  360. 

Boniface,  pope,  his  cha rafter ; quarrels  with  Philip,  L 318. 

Is  besieged,  and  taken  prisoner ; dies,  ib.  319. 

Bonnin-et,  admiral,  his  character,  ii.  qo. 

BomUe,  M.  de,  attempts  to  recover  SF.  Lucia,  iii.  22;.  Re- 
duces Tobago  after  a vigorous  opposition,  it.  2zfi. 

Bouil/b,  governor  of  Martinico,  takes  Dominica  from  the  En- 
glish, iii.  174..  His  generous  conduft,  ib.  2 1 3. 

Bouille,  Marquis  de,  invades  Sr.  Nevis,  iii.  247.  Opposes  the 
reinforcement  from  the  British  fleet,  and  reduces  it,  ib.  249. 
Bouillon,  Duke  of,  conspires  against  Henry,  ii.  313.  Refuses 
to  come  to  court,  it.  Submits  to  him,  it.  314.  Again  re- 
bels, and  is  pardoned,  ib.  3 16. 

Bourbon  marches  against  Rome  in  the  midst  of  winter;  hisdeath, 
ii.  103. 

Bourbon,  house  of,  commences  with  Henry  IV.  ii.  242. 
Bourbon,  cardinal  of,  is  proclaimed  king  of  France,  ii.  249. 
His  death,  it.  231. 

Brienne,  M.  de,  archbishop  of  Thoulouse ; his  opposition  to  M. 
Calonne,  iii.  317. 

Brissac,  count,  his  design  to  convert  France  into  a republic, 

ii.  273.  Admits  Henry  into  Paris,  it.  274. 

Britain,  Great,  commence  war  with  the  Dutch,  iii.  2 on.  Are 
deceived  in  their  hopes  of  the  majority  of  America,  ib.  22S. 
Make  a general  peace,  ib. 

Bruninvict,  duke  ot,  commands  the  Prussian  forces ; his  success, 

iii.  332.  Takes  Amsterdam,  it.  336, 

Bull  Unigcnitus  against  the  Jansenists;  cause  of  discord  between 
the  clergy  and  parliament,  iii.  43.  Between  the  parliament 

and  king,  33. 

Burgoyne,  general,  encounters  the  Americans  at  Still  Water  and 
routs  them,  but  is  soon  defeated,  iii.  161  ■ His  camp  besieg- 
ed ; surrenders  his  arms  at  Saratoga,  ib.  ifi?- 
Buiry,  Marquis  de,  is  invested  by  the  English  at  Cuddalore, 
iii.  283.  Is  deprived  of  his  outworks,  ib.  284. 

Byron,  admiral,  attempts  to  relieve  Grenada,  iii.  1S6.  At- 
tacks d’Estaing,  ib.  187. 


C. 

Caen,  in  Normandy,  civil  commotions  there,  iii.  418. 

Caine  d’  Escompte,  establishment  of,  iii.  287.  Its  credit;  sud- 
denly stops  payment,  ib.  288,  Is  re-established,  ib.  289. 
Calais  taken  from  the  English,  ii.  131. 
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Caltmu,  M.  de,  comptroller  general,  his  charafler  ; restores  the 
Caiss;  d'  Escompte,  iii.  303.  His  plan  of  establishing  an 
East  India  Company,  ib.  306.  The  objections  against  it,  ib. 
307.  Discontents  against  his  loan,  ib.  309.  1 he  parlia- 

ment expostulate  against  it,  ib.  tip.  The  embarassed  state 
of  the  finances,  ib.  31 1.  His  distrust  of  the  parliament,  ib. 

2.  Advises  the  calling  the  notables,  ib.  31  3.  liis  im- 
politic delay,  ib.  314..  Assembles  the  notables ; opens  his 
plans,  ib,  316.  Is  vigorously  opposed,  ib.  317.  His  design 
of  equalizing  the  taxes  opposed  by  the  nobles,  clergy,  and 
magistrates,  ib.  319.  lie  resigns,  and  retires,  ib.  320. 

Cambray , league  o 

Camtrsbasso,  count  de,  the  favourite  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
his  treachery,  i.  $31.  Gives  orders  for  his  assassination,  ib. 
fill 

Capet,  Hugh,  is  defied  to  the  crown  of  France,  L 149.  Op- 
posed by  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  ib.  1 to.  Defeats  the  duke  of 
Guienne,  ib.  1 31.  Associates  his  son  Robert  with  him  in  the 
throne,  ib.  1 3 2.  Besieges  the  city  of  Laon  ; retires  without 
success,  ib.  makes  himself  master  of  it,  and  the  duke  of  Lor- 
rain, ib.  1 33.  Makes  l aris  the  seat  of  government,  ib.  1 33. 
His  death  and  charafler,  ib.  1 r6. 

Carloman  reigns  with  his  brother  Lewis,  L S3.  Succeeds  to  the 

..undivided  crown  of  France,  83.  Is  mortally  wounded  in  a 
chase,  88. 

Castelndu,  Baron  de,  is  taken  prisoner,  ii.  168.  Suffers  death 
for  the  reformed  religion,  ib.  170. 

Castries,  mareschal  de,  minister  of  marine,  of  the  Queen's 
party,  iii.  291. 

Catholics  form  a league  against  the  prqtestants,  ii.  220. 

Chalet  ass,  attorney-general  of  the  parliament  of  Brittany,  most 
cruelly  persecuted  by  the  duke  d’  Aiguillon,  iii.  98. 

Cbambret  ardentes,  or  inquisitorial  courts  established,  ii.  164. 

Chalet,  John,  attempts  the  life  of  Henry  IV.  ii.  278, 

Chatillan,  John  de,  appointed  governor  of  Flanders,  L 322. 
His  oppressive  condufl ; narrowly  escapes,  ii.  32  3. 

Charles,  the  son  of  Pepin,  defeats  Chilperic,  and,  takes  him 
captive,  L 23.  Routs  the  Mahometans  and  Prisons,  ib.  iii. 
Is  the  founder  of  the  Cariovingean  race  ; his  death,  ib,  zq, 

Charles,  ; harlemagne,  son  of  Pepin,  reigns  with  his  brother 
Carloman,  L 40.  Defeats  Hunalde,  duke  of  Aquitain,  qt. 
His  brother  dies,  and  he  reigns  sole  monarch,  42.  His  wars 
with  the  Saxons  and  Lombards,  4 3.  Crowned  king  of  Lom- 
bardy, 44.  Marches  into  Spain,  4c.  Again  defeats  the  Salons, 
47-  Tassilon,  duke  of  Bavaria,  submits  to  him,  48.  Annexes 
that  dutchy  to  his  dominions  4^.  Defeats  the  Greeks  and 
the  Huns ; his  son  Pepin  conspires  against  him,  who  is  con- 
• a 3 fined 


Digitized  by  Google 


n 


INDEX. 


fined  in  a monastery,  ib.  jo.  Prepares  against  the  Norman 
invasion,  ib.  72.  Restores  pope  Leo  lil.  by  whom  he  ia 
crowned  at  Rome,  ib.  iSl  Divides  his  dominions  among  I is 
sons,  ib.  ££.  Advances  against  the  Normans,  tb.  37.  asso- 
ciates his  own  son  Lewis  with  him  in  the  empire,  ib.  37. 
His  death  and  character,  ib.  rS. 

Charles  the  Bald,  invaded  by  Normans,  Britons,  and  Danes,  i. 
7 2.  Routed  by  the  Normans,  ib.  73.  Reduces  them  by  the 
assistance  of  the  king  of  Brittany,  ib.  24-  Crowned  emperor 
of  the  Romans,  ib.  77.  Invades  the  dominion  of  his  nephew 
and  is  routed,  ib.  76.  Dies  by  poison,  ib.  78. 

Charles  the  Fat,  emperor  of  the  Remans,  invited  to  the  crown 
of  France,  i.  tfL  Purchases  an  ignoble  peace  from  the  \'or- 
mans,  ib.  go.  Declated  incapable  of  reigning  ; reduced  to 
great  want,  ib.  91. 

Charles  tie  Simple,  succeeds  to  the  crown  of  France,  <54.  Is 
taken  prisoner,  gg.  His  death,  101. 

Char/ts  IV.  the  Fair,  succeeds  to  the  throne,  L .736.  Assists 
Isabella,  ib.  740,  His  views  on  the  imperial  crown,  ib.  341. 
but  is  disappointed,  ib.  342. 

Charles  Y.  the  line,  when  dauphin,  refuses  to  agree  to  the  peace 
which  his  father  would  make  with  England,  L 384.  I’nabla 
to  encounter  Edward  in  the  field,  ib.  383.  Provides  Paris  for 
defence,  ib.  386.  Succeeds  to  the  throne,  ib.  392.  Reconciles 
some  enemies  to  his  crown,  ib.  393.  Ilis  generosity  to  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  ib.  394.  Supports  the  count  of  ’l  rans- 
tamare,  ib.  398.  Quarrels  with  the  English,  ib,  399.  1 he 

progress  of  his  arms,  ib.  400.  Recovers  the  conquests  of  the 
English,  ib.  401.  C oncludes  a truce, /£.  402.  Accuses  the 
king  of  Natarre;  attempts  to  recover  Brittany,  to,  40;. 
His  death  supposed  to  be  by  poison,  ib.  407. 

Charles  Y'L  the  Uell-belvutJ,  succeeds  his  father,  L 408.  Is 
crowned,  ib.  409.  Is  indulged  in  every  pleasure,  ib.  410, 
Assumes  the  government ; marries  Isabella  of  Bavaria,  ib. 
413.  Assists  the  Scots,  ib.  4:4.  Demands  Craon  from  the 
duke  of  Brittany,  ib,  41  ;■  His  alarm  and  insanity,  ib.  416. 
Recovers,  but  is  unable  to  gov  ern,  ib.  417.  Ilis  second  ac- 
cident and  relapse,  tb.  419.  Is  influenced  by  the  duchess 
of  Orleans,  tb.  Ilis  deserted  condition,  ib.  428.  Re- 
covers in  a degree,  ib.  429.  Is  seized  in  a popular  commo- 
tion,  ib.  441.  His  death,  ib.  432. 

Charles  VIE  shtfl's^tniass,  when  dauphin,  invites  and  assassinates 
the  duke  of  Burgundy,  L 443.  Declares  himself  regent; 
retires  before  his  enemies,  ib.  443.  Is  supported  by  the  Fcotsj 
defeats  the  English,  ib.  447.  It  deserted  and  near  losing 
the  crown,  ib.  448.  His  Unstressed  condition  at  the  death  of 
his  father,  ib.  433.  His  character,  ib.  436.  His  forces 
pouted,  ib.  460.  Unites  with  the  Earl  of  Richemont,  ib, 

464a 


Digitized  by  Google 


INDEX. 


▼ii 


4.64.  Attempts  to  relieve  Orleans ; is  defeated,  it.  467. 
Desponds,  but  is  animated  by  Joan  d’Arc,  470.  Orleans  re- 
lieved ; the  English  routed  ; he  is  conducted  by  Joan  to 
Rheims,  and  crowned,  it.  476.  Js  unable  to  enter  Paris,  it. 
477.  lakes  Montreal!;  enters  Paris,  it.  484.  Cabals  a- 
mong  his  nobles,  it.  48;.  Makes  peace  and  improves  it,  it. 
487.  Seizes  Normandy,  it.  489.  His  domestic  distress, 
it.  apt,  and  melancholy  end,  it.  497. 

Charles  X Hi.  his  accession,  ii.  1.  Marries  Ann  of  Brittany, 
it.  14.  His  character,  it.  16.  17.  ill  of  the  small  pox ; in- 
vades Naples,  it.  18.  Takes  possession  of  Rome;  defeats 
Ferdinand,  it.  iu  Takes  Naples,  it.  22,  Is  forced  to  re- 
treat, it.  2j.  Conquers  the  confederate  Italian  powers, 
it,  24.  , Hi;  love  of  gallantly,  and  death,  it.  2 7. 

Char/rsiX.  succeeds  to  the  crown  of  Prance  at  the  age  of  ele- 
ven, ii.  1 78.  Is  seized  bv  the  triumvirate,  it.  182.  His 
minority  St  declared  to  expire  when  he  entered  his  fourteenth 
year,  ii.  too.  Makes  a tour  through  his  dominions,  it.  191. 
Narrowly  escapes  from  the  prince  of  Condc,  it.  194.  Ills 
character,  it.  197.  besieges  bt.  John  d’Angeii,  ib:  201. 
Concludes  a peace  with  the  Hugonots,  ib.  204.  His  artful 
conduct  towards  them ; he  marries  the  archduchess  Elizabeth, 
ib.  204.  AtFefts  to  be  much  concerned  at  the  attempt  made 
on  the  admiral's  life,  ib.  Consents  to  the  massacre  of  the  pro- 
testants,  ib.  207.  His  violent  conduit  and  delight  in  cruelty, 
ib.  ixa.  Is  deserted  by  his  brother  ; makes  peace  with  the 
reformed,  ii.  nx.  Becomes  melancholy  and  severely  afflicted, 
ib.  2 1 ;■  His  death,  it.  214. 

Charles  the  I Yickei,  king  of  Navarre,  his  character ; assasinates 
( harles  dc  la  Cerda,  L 474.  Is  seized  by  John,  and  mur- 
dered, ib.  376. 

Charles,  kino  of  Navarre,  insulted  by  Marcel,  L 482.  Besieges 
the  lauphin,  and  makes  peace,  ib.  4 84. 

Charts  V.  king  of  Spain,  his  succession,  ii.  6j.  Espouses 
Louisa,  the  young  daughter  of  Francis  L it.  69.  Elected 
emperor  of  Germany,  it.  74.  Success  of  his  arms,  it.  9 7. 
His  unjust  treatment  of  the~captive  king  of  France,  it.  too. 
The  treaty  at  Madrid,  ib.  101.  Makes  peace  with  Francis 
on  very  advantageous  terms,  it.  1 10.  Enters  Provence;  un- 
successful attempt  on  Marseilles,  ib.  1 lCL  Besieges  St. 
Disier,  it.  124.  Signs  the  treaty  of  Passau,  it.  1 44.  Be- 
sieges Metz,  it.  1 47.  Marries  his  son  to  the  princess  Mary 
of  England,  it.  1 49.  Attempts  to  surprize  Metz,  it.  141. 
Retires  from  public  life,  and  resigns  his  crown,  it.  142. 

Charles  II.  king  of  Spain,  is  offended  at  the  Partition  Treaty; 
bequeaths  his  dominions  to  Philip  duke  of  Anjou,  iii.  474. 

Charles  L king  of  England,  his  execution,  ii.  41  7. 
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Charles  II.  of  England,  is  refused  an  audience  by  cardinal 
Mazarine,  ii.  4.31.  Is  restored,  ih.  4.3a. 

Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  his  charadtcr,  ii.  484.  Is  defeated, 
and  retreat,  ih.  4Sq. 

Charles  Edward,  son  of  the  chevalier  St.  George,  his  descent 
on  Scotland ; supported  by  Lewis,  iii.  32.  Defeated,  and 
wanders  as  an  exile,  ih.  5 3. 

Charles , duke  of  l.orrain,  ms  claims  to  the  crown  of  France, 
L 14c).  Seizes  the  city'  of  Laon  and  the  queen  dowager 
Emma,  ih.  1 3 2 . Is  taken  prisoner,  ih.  133. 

Charles,  Count  of  Anjou,  conquers  Mainlroy,  L 302.  Dis- 
patches Conradin,  and  obtains  the  crown  of  the  Two  Sici- 
lies, tot.  His  cruelty,  ih.  310.  His  exertions  to  sup- 
presss  the  revolt  of  his  subjects ; his  son  is  taken  prisoner, 
ih.  3ii.  His  death,  ih.  312. 

Charles,  count  of  Valois,  persecutes  Marigni,  L 3 30.  Prepares 
to  contest  the  crown  with  his  (brother,  ih.  3 31.  His  contri- 
tion and  death,  ih.  33q. 

Charles,  duke  of  Bourbon,  constable  of  France,  deposed  from 
his  command,  ii.  8a.  Conspires  against  Francis,  ih.  87. 
Rejedls  the  hand  of  Louisa ; despoiled  of  his  estates,  ih.  88. 
Ihs  alliance  with  Henry  and  Charles  j escapes  into  Italy, 
ih.  89. 

Charles,  duke  of  Orleans.  His  character,  and  claims  to  the  re- 
gency, L 418.  Is  made  governor  of  the  kingdom  ; abuses 
his  power,  ih.  427.  Is  driven  from  the  helm,  ih.  428.  Is 
assasmated,  ih.  430. 

Charolois,  count,  duke  of  Burgundy,  conspires  against  his  fa- 
ther, L 494.  His  hatred  to  the  king,  ih.  300.  Conspires 
with  the  nobles  against  him,  302.  Receives  the  king  at  Pc- 
ronne,  and  imprisons  him,  ih.  311.  Makes  peace  ; storms 
Liege,  ih.  312.  Deserted  by  his  brother,  ih.  3 1 3.  Supports 
Edward,  ib.  317.  Confederates  against  Lewis;  ravages  the 
country;  makes  peace,  ib.  31 S.  L nites  with  England  against 
Lewis,  ib.  320.  Is  deserted  by  Edward,  ih.  322.  Invades  the 
Swiss,  ib.  327.  Is  totally  routed,  ib.  328.  Again  takes  the 
field,  and  is  defeated ; escapes,  ih.  530.  Attacked  by  the 
Germans,  and  assassinated  by  his  favourite,  ib.  332. 

Chase:.!,  duke  of,  minister  of  France ; his  arbitrary  con- 
dutt,  iii.  qj.  Is  near  engaging  France  in  a war  ; patronizes 
the  parliament,  iii.  104.  Is  banished  to  Chanteloup,  103. 
Recalled  by  Lewis  XVI.  but  is  not  entrusted  with  "any 
power,  ib.  1 17. 

Church,  increase  of  its  power,  L 143. 

Cinq  Mars,  his  chandler ; conspires  against  Richlicu,  ii.  401. 
Is  executed,  1 b,  402. 
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Clement  V.  Pope,  his  horse  led  by  kings,  L 320.  Refuses  to 
comply  with  terms  he  made,  ib.  321. 

Clement  VIII.  Pope,  refuses  to  be  reconciled  to  Henry  IV. 
ii.  209. 

Clemer.i,  James,  a Jacobin  friar,  assassinates  Henry  III.  His 
death,  ii.  24.0-1, 

Clergy  arc  excluded  from  parliament,  L 11 6.  Subscribe  fifteen 
millions  of  livres  to  relieve  the  state,  iii.  272.  Some  of  them 
endeavour  to  compromise  betv  een  the  nobles  and  the  third 
estate,  iii.  778.  Higher  clergy  and  nobles  protest  with  the 
third  estate,  ii.  790,  Some  of  them  surrender  their  tythc* 
to  the  national  assembly,  ib.  470.  They  odl-r  four  hundred 
million  of  livres  to  retain  their  places,  ib.  4qS.  Are  forced 
to  give  an  account  ot  their  benefices,  ib.  300.  Their  incomes 
reduced,  ib.  503. 

Clinton,  general,  chief  commander  in  America ; his  prudent  re. 
treat,  iii.  1 6 9.  Besieges  ' harlestown,  ib.  208  p and  takes  it, 
ib.  210.  Endeavours  to  save  major  Andre,  ib.  219. 

Clisson,  Oliv  er,  constable  of  France,  is  attacked,  and  in  danger 
of  assassination  from  Craon,  1,  41  3.  Is  left  guardian  to  the 
children  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  ; his  integrity,  ib.  424. 

Clive,  Mr.  his  success  in  the  r.ast  Indies,  iii.  48. 

Clodion  the  first  King  of  the  franks,  L 4. 

Clovis,  L 6.  conquers  the  Romans  and  Alcmanni,  ib.  j.  Is 
converted  to  Christianity,  ib.  8.  Attacks  and  slays  Aleric, 
ib.  12.  Is  defeated  by  1 heodoric,  ib.  ij.  Is  made  a Ro- 
man consul ; his  cruelty  and  blind  zeal,  ib.  Uk  Death  and 
character,  ib.  17.  Anecdote  of  him,  ib.  1 17. 

Colignj,  admiral  de,  gallantly  defends  .St.  Quintin,  ii.  147.  bat 
is  taken  prisoner,  ib.  149.  Attached  on  principle  to  the  re- 
formation, ib.  16  r.  Presents  a petition  in  favour  of  tolera- 
tion, ib.  1 71.  V ithdraws  into  Brittany,  ib.  17;. 

Coligny,  d’Andelot,  degraded  and  imprisoned  for  favouring  the 
re  ormation,  ii,  1 £4.  Makes  good  his  retreat  after  the  battle 
of  Dreux,  ib.  1 St;.  His  death,  ib.  199, 

Coligni,  Admiral,  averse  to  a peace  with  Catharine,  ii.  180. 
Heads  the  protestant  forces,  and  is  the  sole  support  of  their 
cause,  ib.  199.  besieges  Poitiers;  gallantly  tights  in  the 
battle  of  Nlontconcour,  but  is  routed,  ib.  100.  Recruits  hi* 
army,  and  is  joined  by  Montgomery,  ib.  201.  Invades  va- 
rious parts  ot  France,  and  routs  a superior  force,  ib.  202. 
Suspefls  the  sincerity  of  the  kin  j,  , but  is  prevailed  on  to  trust 
himself  in  Paris,  ib.  204,  An  attempt  is  made  to  assassinate 
him,  ib.  207.  He  is  murdered  on  Bartholcmew-day  by  a 
German,  ib.  ?oS. 

Commotions  at  Nismes  ; several  hundred  citizens  slain,  iii.  722. 

Companions, 
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Companion!,  their  ravages  in  France,  L 394.  Inlist  under  the 
count  of  Transtamarc,  it.  393. 

Comhini,  an  obscure  Italian,  the  favourite  of  Mary ; governs 
France,  ii.  333-  Assumes  the  title  of  Marquis  of  Ancre,  ii. 
334-  Persuades  the  King  to  make  peace  with  the  prince  of 
Conde,  ii.  338.  His  insolence;  drives  the  nobles  to  revolt, 
ii.  339.  Is  arrested  and  slain,  ii.  343. 

Coud  , prince  of,  marries  Charlotte  de  Montmorency  ; is  alarm- 
ed at  the  king’s  passion  for  her,  ii.  3 1 q.  Escapes  from 
Court ; is  kindly  received  by  the  archduke  Albert,  it.  320. 
Is  condemned  by  the  parliament,  ii.  321.  Returns  to  laris; 
his  pretensions  to  the  regency,  it.  332.  ' A.ttempts  made  to 
reduce  him,  it.  337.  Makes  peace  with  the  king,  it.  338. 
Is  arrested  and  imprisoned  at  the  instigation  of  Conchini,  it. 
339.  Is  released,  it.  331.  Storms  Negrepelisse,  it.  338. 

Congress,  American,  retire  from  Philadelphia,  iii.  1 37.  Receive 
advantageous  overtures  from  England,  ii.  1 72.  Demand 
independence,  it.  173.  Enter  into  treaty  with  England, 

tt.  22 Si 

Conrad,  marquis  of  Montferrat,  defends  Tyre  against  Saladin, 
L 263.  Is  assassinated,  ii.  266. 

Constance,  marries  Robert  king  of  France,  L ryg.  Her  im- 
placable and  turbulent  conduit,  ii.  >63. 

Cook,  captain,  great  circumnavigator;  his  death,  iii.  193. 

Coots,  general,  successfully  opposes  Hyder  Alii,  iii.  24;. 
Threatens  to  besiege  Arnee ; engages  and  routs  Hyder  Allt,l 
it.  264. 

Cordova,  don  Lewis,  commander  of  the  combined  fleet,  cap- 
tures the  merchantmen  of  the  East  and  West  Indies,  iii.  203. 

Cornwallis,  lord,  defeats  the  Americans  at  Guildford,  iii.  22!;, 
But  soon  is  compelled  to  retreat,  it.  220.  Goes  to  Vir- 
ginia ; fortifies  himself  in  York  Town,  it.  231.  Is  invested 
both  by'  sea  and  land,  it.  232.  Advantages  gained  against 
him,  ii.  234.  Prudently  avoids  a general  assault  by  capitu- 
lation, ii.  2 33. 

Corsica  reduced  bv  the  French,  iii.  96.  People  oppressed  and 
banished,  it.  125. 

Com, a/  of  Sixteen,  their  violent  measures,  ii.  238. 

Croon,  Sicur  de,  his  character ; attempts  to  assassinate  the  con- 
stable, L 414. 

Creoni,  mareschal,  his  imprudence  and  defeat,  ii.  431. 

Criihn,  duke  dc,  conduits  the  siege  or  Gibraltar,  m.  236. 

Cromwell,  his  character,  ii.  427. 

Crusades  to  recover  the  Holy  Land,  L iSfl.  Immense  number 
of  French  in  the  second,  ib.  217.  All  the  cities  in  the  east 

. are  shut  against  them,  ib.  2iS.  "l  he  ill  consequences  of  these 
to  the  various  nations,  it,  222. 
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D. 

DAIN,  Olivier  le.  Ilis  execution,  ii.  4. 

Demurs . Francis,  attempts  the  life  of  Lewis  XV.  iii.  £4.  His 
tortures,  33. 

Democrats,  tfte  friends  of  the  commons,  iii.  388. 

Doric,  zlndrew,  admiral  >f  France;  is  disgusted  by  Francis; 
deserts  to  the  emperor,  ii.  107.  Raises  the  siege  of  Naples, 
ii.  108.  Restores  the  liberty  of  Genoa  without  usurping  the 
power,  it.  ioq. 

Davac,  Jean.  ) 1 is  execution,  ii.  £. 

Dubois,  cardinal  of.  His  character,  iii.  it. 

Dubois,  chevalier,  commander  of  the  marechaussee ; attempts 
to  suppress  a riot  at  l aris,  iii.  360.  but  is  overpowered,  ii. 
761.  Is  removed  from  the  capital,  it.  36;. 

Due).  iemiir,  vl.  besieges  Cudda'ore,  iii.  263.  Takes  Permacoil; 
joins  Hyder  Alii,  it.  264-  Retires  to  C uddalore,  ii.  263. 

Pundit,  count,  bastard  of  Orleans,  raises  the  siege  ofMon- 
targis,  i.  463.  Defends  Orleans,  it.  467.  Routs  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury  ; recovers  Guiciyie,  it..  490. 


E. 

EDWARD  III.  of  England.  His  claims  to  the  regency  of 
France,  i.  347  Docs  homage  to  Philip,  ii.  349.  Unites 
with  James d'Artville,  the  Isrcwer.  of  Ghent,  it.  333.  Ad- 
vances into  France,  it.  3;  4.  Defeats  the  French  at  sea,  , 
ii.  336.  Besieges  Tournay,  ii.  337.  Makes  peace,  ii.  3*38. 
Besieges  Vannes,  ii.  361.  Is  besieged  himself  by  the  duke 
of  Normandy  ; makes  peace,  it.  362.  Again  invades  France, 
it.  361.  Invades  Normandy  with  success,  it.  365,  Routs 
the  French  at  Cnecv,  it.  367.  Besieges  Calais,  ii.  36Q.  Re- 
duces it ; spares  the  six  citizens,  at  the  entreaty-  of  his  queen, 
ii.  370.  Bravely  routs  the  ! ranch  at  1’oiCtiers,  ii.  380.  Be- 
sieges Khcims,  ii.  383.  Ravages  the  country ; appears  be- 
fore Paris,  ii.  386.  Concludes  the  peace,  si.  387.  Is  de- 
prived of  his  possessions  in  France,  ii.  401.  Supports  the 
duke  of  Brittany,  it.  402.  Iiis  death,  it.  404. 

Edward,  prince  of  V.  ales,  his  exploits  at  Crecy,  L 367.  Routs 
the  French  at  t’oiftiers,  ii.  379.  Waits  on  the  captive  king, 
ii.  380.  Recais  the  companions,  it.  397.  Routs  the  count 
of  1 ranstamare  at  Najara,  ii.  398,  Dies,  ii.  404. 

Elizabeth,  of  England,  her  grief  for  Essex,  and  her  death, 
ii,  311. 

Elliot,  general,  his  gallant  defence  of  Gibraltar,  iii.  237. 

Emperor  of  Germany  seizes  the  principal  fortresses  from  the 
Dutch,  iii.  290.  Demands  the  navigation  of  the  Nchelde, 

, it.  292, 


Digitized  by  Google 


INDEX. 


xH 

A.  2Q2.  Prepares  to  force  the  Dutch  to  submit,  ib.  294. 
The  levity  of  his  conduct,  ib.  296.  Makes  peace  with  Hol- 
land, ib.  298. 

imprest  of  Russia  makes  peace  with  the  Turks,  iii.  1 40- 
Forms  the  confederacy  of  the  northern  powers,  called  the 
armcJ  neutrality,  ib.  200—202. 

Ipirnm  duke,  de,  delivers  the  dowager  queen  from  Blois, 
“*  212- . 

Eugene,  prince,  offended  by  Lewis  ; engages  against  him  ; de- 
feats Villeroi,  ii.  474.  Routs  the  French  at  Feuillade,  ib, 
4.8  ;■  His  supplies  cut  off,  ib.  494. 

E stung,  count  d’,  sails  for  America,  iii.  167.  Prepares  to  en- 
gage the  English  fleet,  hut  is  dispersed  by  a storm,  ib.  170. 
Attacks  admiral  Barrington,  but  without  success.  Engages 
general  Grant,  hut  is  repulsed,  ib.  1 76-177.  Retires  into 
Martinico,  and  declines  an  engagement,  ib.  1S4.  Takes  St. 
Vincent's,  ib.  1S4.  Lands  in  Grenada,  ib.  184.  Reduces 
it ; his  severe  conduct,  ib.  186.  Is  attacked  by  the  English 
fleet,  ib.  187.  Sails  for  America,  ib.  t88.  Besieges  Savan- 
nah, ib.  ii)Q.  Attempts  to  carry  it  by  storm  ; is  repulsed  ; 
returns  to  Europe,  ib.  192.  Again  resumes  the  command, 
A.  za~. 

iiults,  count  of  Paris,  gallantly  defends  that  city,  L 89.  Con- 
stituted king  of  France,  ib.  92.  Abdicates  the  crown  in  fa- 
vour of  Charles  the  Simple,  ib.  34.  llis  moderation  and 
abilities,  ib.  9;. 

F. 

FAMILY  Compafl  signed,  iii.  59. 

Famine  destroys  4000  people  in  i.imosin  and  Marche,  iii.  to?. 
Severe  famine,  L 161.  At  Paris,  iii.  464. 

Fmsras,  M.  de,  is  executed,  iii.  ?2t. 

Fayette,  Marquis  de  la,  goes  to  America,  iii.  142.  Displays 
much  courage  in  encountering  the  English,  ib.  15;.  Chal- 
lenges lord  C arlisle,  ib.  ij$.  Publishes  a memorial  addressed 
to  the  French  Canadians,  ib.  zi  4.  Observes  the  motions  of 
Arnold,  ib.  229.  Is  unable  to  oppose  him,  ib.  270.  Re- 
ceives a succou r from  the  West  Indies,  ib.  2 ; j.  Pcsicgc* 

York  Town,  ib.  2 7 ; , Commands  the  militia  of  Paris,  ib. 
400.  Harranguesthc  discontented  grenadiers,  ib.  469.  His 
indolence  and  delay  ; marches  to  Versailles,  ib.  481.  V aits 
on  the  national  assembly  and  the  king,  ib.  482.  His  false 
promises  of  security,  ib.  4S ;.  Endeavours  to  suppress  the 
tumults  at  Versailles ; rescues  some  of  the  gardcs-du-corps, 
ib.  486.  'l  akes,  the  cath  in  the  name  of  the  troops  of 
Trance,  ib.  424. 
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Ferdinand  II.  king  of  Naples,  ii.  2J_,  Routed,  but  returns  to 
his  capital,  ib.  at. 

Ferdinand,  king  of  Arragon,  divides  Naples  with  I,ewis  XII. 

ii.  33.  His  treachery  and  deceit,  ib.  40. 

Ferdinand  II.  Ids  character;  oppresses  thcProtestants,  ii.  330. 

Feudal  system,  L 1 1 K.  Abolished  ; brutal  conduct  of  the  pea- 
sants, iii.  441. 

Fin,  La,  discovers  the  designs  of  Biron,  ii.  30;. 

Flmry,  cardinal,  bishop  of  F'rejus,  preceptor  to  the  dauphin, 

iii.  14.  Minister  of  France,  ib,  33.  Peaceful  administra- 
tion, ib.  it,  z£u  Unwillingly  supports  the  elector  of  Ba- 
varia, ib.  44,  I lis  death,  ib.  26. 

Flurri,  monsieur  de,  comptroller  general  of  finance,  iiL  244. 
His  unpopular  administration,  ib.  271. 

Fnutenelles,  Baron  de,  is  executed  for  conspiracy,  ii.  310. 

Force,  marquis  dc  la,  bravely  defends  Montauban,  ii.  336. 

Ftreguet,  archbishop  of  Rhcims,  murddred,  L 93. 

Fouion,  M.  de,  member  of  administration,  retires,  iiL  401.  Is 
barbarously  murdered,  ib.  402.  1 

Francii  L succeeds  to  the  throne ; his  charadlcr,  ii.  62.  In- 
vades the  duchy  of  Milan,  ib.  64.  His  valour  at  the  battle 
of  Marignam,  ii.  63.  Has  an  interview  with  Leo  X.  ib.  66. 
Suffers  the  power  oFSpain  to  increase,  ib.  6S.  Makes  peace 
■with  Spain,  ib.  6q.  And  England,  ib.  70.  Is  a competitor 
to  be  king  of  tliellomans,  ib.  72.  But  is  unsuccessful,  ib. 
73.  Endeavours  to  gain  the  alliance  of  Henry  VIII.  ib.  74. 
Receives  a visit  from  him,  ib.  73.  Supports  Henry  d'Albert 
in  claiming  the  kingdom  of  Navarre,  ib.  77.  And  Robert 
de  la  Mark  against  Charles,  ib.  jS.  Is  accidentally  wound- 
ed, ib.  jq.  Loses  a favourable  opportunity  of  engaging  the 
Spaniards^  ib.  fie.  Alliance  formed  against  him,  ib.  Sx.  He 
is  deprived  of  his  Italian  dominions,  ib.  83.  Displeased 
with  Lautrec,  ib.  83.  Engaged  in  war  witn  England,  ib. 
Deserted  by  the  Venetians,  ib.  ija.  Alarmed  by  domestic 
conspiracy,  ib.  87.  Recovers  part  of  the  duchy  of  Milan, 
ib.  97.  RelievesftlarseiUcs,  w.  93.  Enters  the  Milanese, 
ib.  94.  Besieges  Pavia,  ib.  Is  taken  captive  by  the  Impe- 
rialists, ib.  93.  Rejects  with  indignation  the  recovery  of  his 
liberty  on  base  terms,  ib.  53.  Is  taken  into  Spain  and  close- 
ly confined  ; ill  of  a fever  ; executes  a deed  of  resignation  of 
the  crown  in  favour  of  the  dauphin,  ib.  100.  Consents  to 
the  treaty  of  Madrid,  but  secretly  protests  against  it,  ib.  tor. 
Is  set  at  liberty,  ib.  103.  Forms  alliance  against  Charles,  ib. 

* 1 04.  Supported  by  England  ; declares  war  against  Charles  ; 
is  challenged  to  single  combat,  ib.  106.  His  imprudent 
conduct  towards  Doria,  ib.  107.  The  ill  success  of  his 
arms,  ib.  108.  Forms  the  peace  of  Cambrav,  ib.  109.  Dis- 
graceful 
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graceful  to  himself,  ib.  tip.  Forms  new  alliances,  ib.  Hit 
Again  attempts  to  recover  his  Italian  dominions,  ib.  t m 
Disgusts  the  protestant  princes ; burns  six  of  his  subjects  for 
heresy,  ib.  1 1 4.  Seizes  1’iedmont,  hut  retires  before  Charles, 
ib.  1 1 Is  deserted  by  the  Marquis  de  Saluccs,  ib.  Afts 
on  the  defensive,  ib.  1 16.  Success  of  his  arms,  ib.  1 17, 
Concludes  a treaty  of  peace  with  the  emperor,  ib.  1 Li,  An 
interview  together,  ib.  1 iq.  The  Flemings  beg  his  assist- 
ance, ib.  Lip.  He  is  imposed  on  by  Charles,  ib.  121.  Unites 
with  Sultan  Solyman,  ib.  121.  Ilis  armies  invade  the  Em- 
peror's dominions  without  success,  ib.  1 2 7,  Makes  peace 
with  the  emperor;  death  of  his  children,  Ib.  127.  His 
death  and  character,  ib.  1 26-  , 

Francis  II.  when  dauphin,marries  Mar)',  queen  of  Scots,  ii.  171. 
succeeds  to  the  crown,  ib.  re 7.  Is  ruled  by  his  mother,  ib. 

, 178.  Appoints  the  duke  of  Guise,  and  the  cardinal  of  Lor- 
ram,  with  the  supreme  administration,  ib.  162.  Is  removed 
to  the  castle  of  Amboise;  attempt  of  the  conspirators,  1 68- 
promises  to  assemble  the  states,  172.  Reproaches  the  King 
of  Navarre,  and  the  Prince  of  Condo,  venom  he  imprisons, 
ib.  174.  Declining  health  and  dangerous  illness,  ib.  1 76. 
Ilis  death  and  character,  ib.  177. 

Francis  LL  duke  of  Brittany,  ii.  6 — 7.  Supports  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  falls  from  his  horse ; death,  L2- 
Frrncis,  Guise,  duke  of  I.orrain,  suppresses  a sedition  in  Guicnne, 
ii.  170.  Appointed  governor  of  Metz,  ib.  1 and  de- 
fends that  city,  ib.  176.  Kis  humane  conduct,  ib.  137. 
Jealousy  between  him  and  the  constable  Montmorency,  ib. 
i ;q.  Advances  into  Italy,  but  only  defends  Rome,  ib.  168. 
Hastens  from  Italy  to  defend  France  ; takes  Calais,  ib.  1 ci. 
reduces  Thionvillc,  ib.  171.  Condemns  the  peace  with 
Spain,  ib.  1 74.  His  chandler,  ib.  1 7q.  Conspiracy  against 
bun,  ib.  167.  Is  created  licuienant  general,  ib.  i6S.  At- 
tempts to  disposscs  him ; is  defeated,  ib.  172.  Advises  vio- 
lent measures  against  the  leaders  of  the  Hugonots,  ib.  174. 
Isdiigusted  at  the  favours  shewn  the  Hugonots,  and  retires 
from  court,  ib.  180.  Engaged  in  a tumult  at  Vassey ; se- 
veral Hugonots  slain,  ib.  iSi.  Enters  laris;  he  and  the 
confederate  Jords  seize  the  king's  person,  ib.  I £ 2.  Routs  the 
protestant  army  at  Drcux,  ib.  Is  appointed  commander  in 
chief, id.  187.  Besieges  Orleans, is  privately  assasinated.id.  1 87. 
Franklin,  Dr.  arrives  in  Paris ; not  publicly  received,  iii.  171. 
Is  received  now  as  an  ambassador  from  the  Unites  States,  and 
forms  a treaty  with  the  French  court,  ib.  167. 

Franks,  or  freemen,  origin  of,  L 2-  Invasion  of  the  Ro- 
man provinces,  3.  Antient  manners,  ib.  1 1 7.  Warlike 
spirit,  ib.  117.  I heir  privileges,  ib.  137, 

Frederick, 
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Frrderici,  cleffor  of  Palatine,  marries  the  Princess  Elizabeth  of 
England,  ii.  333.  Marches  into  Bohemia;  is  defeated  at 
Prague,  it.  J£h 

French  officers ; their  generous  conduct  to  the  English  captives 
at  York  down,  iii.  2 ;6. 

French  conquer  Naples,  it.  22.  Driven  from  thence  by  Fre- 
deric, 24.  Engage  against  the  Spaniards,  37. 

Fuentes,  count,  enters  .Fica rdy ; carries  Dourlcns  by  assault, 
ii.  280.  Takes  Cambray,  281. 

G. 

Calrie/le,  d’Estrces,  duchess  of  Beaufort;  mistress  to  Henry 
IVY  ii.  297.  Her  death,  it.  298. 

Gage,  general,  governor  of  Massachusetfs  Bay,  iii.  127.  His 
prudent  condutt,  it.  1 39. 

Ganganelli,  pope,  his  character  and  death,  iii.  1 30. 

Gardcs-A u-corps,  imprudently  invite  the  regiment  of  Flandcts 
to  an  entertainment  at  Versailles,  iii.  4.66.  Are  deserted  by 
the  regiment  of  Flanders,  and  the  militia  of  Versailles,  it. 
478.  Are  attacked  by  the  mob  ; but,  in  obedience  to  ordere, 
do  not  resist,  it.  479.  Their  passive  courage;  retire  to 
Rambouillet,  ii.  480.  Surrender  their  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments, ii.  486.  Attend  the  King  to  l’aris  in  a degrade! 
state,  ii.  488. 

Gaston  de  Foix,  duke  of  Wcmours,  routs  the  Florentines;  ii. 
33.  His  courage  and  death  3^. 

Gaston,  duke  of  Orleans,  his  irresolute  character,  ii.  369. 
-Marries  Mad.  Montpensier,  ii.  370.  His  hatred  against 
Richelieu,  ii.  384.  Escapes  into  Lorrain ; is  driven  from 
thence,  and  enters  Burgundy,  ii.  383.  Received  by  duhe 
of  Montmorency  ; escapes  from  the  battle  of  Catlclnaudari, 
ii.  386.  Endeavours  to  save  Montmorency;  retires  into 
Flanders,  ii.  3S7.  Submits  to  his  brother,  ii.  389.  Com- 
mands the  army  ; drives  away  the  Spaniards,  and  unites  with 
the  count  of  Soissons  against  Richlicu,  ii.  393.  Change* 
his  mind,  ii.  394. 

Geneva,  differences  there,  iii.  26q.  The  French  interfere; 
support  the  magistrates,  it.  270.  Deserted  by  several  inha- 
bitants, it.  271. 

Gerard,  M.  plenipotentiary  from  France  to  the  congress,  iii. 
171. 

Ghiie/inet  support  the  emperor,  L 334. 

Gibraltar,  beseiged  by  the  Spaniards,  iii.  194.  Is  relieved  by 
admiral  Rodney,  ii.  203.  Is  blockaded  by  the  combined 
fleets,  il,  236.  Attacked  by  the  floating  batteries,  it.  237. 
Attempts  to  reduce  it  by  famine,  it,  238. 


Godfrey, 
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Godfrey,  captain  of  the  Normans,  invades  the  Franks,  L ;2» 
Is  murdered. 


Gor.detaud,  L lc  ing  of  Burgundy,  murders  his  three  bro- 
thers,  ir.  Is  buried  alive  by  his  nephews,  i X. 

Gomalvo  de  Cordova;  his  treachery,  ii,  36.  Routs  the  French 
troops  at  Cerignolcs,3q.  Subdues  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 40. 
Besieges  the  french  in  Gaeita,  42,  and  reduces  them. 

Grant,  general,  takes  St.  Lucia,  111.  176. 

Crane,  M.  de,  commands  the  French  fleet ; engages  the  English 
under  lord  Hood,  iii.  224.  Engages  the  English  off  Ft. 
Nevis,  ii.  24S.  Designs  to  take  Jamaica  in  conjunction  with 
Spain,  to.  2 ;o.  Engages  with  admiral  Rodney,  and  steers 
•way,  ii.  231.  Attempts  to  save  the  Zele  ; general  engage- 
ment, ii.  232.  His  gallant  defence  of  Ville  de  Paris ; is 
taken  prisoner,  ii.  277. 

Gravet,  Admiral,  defeats  M.  Ternay,  iii.  2 70. 

Gregory  XIV.  pope,  his  enmity  to  Henry  IV.  ii.  277, 

Crillon,  his  noble  conduct,  ii.  2^£. 

Grippon  exalted  to  the  throne  by  his  brother  Pepin,  L 72, 
Deserts  him  and  excites  the  Saxons  to  revolt ; usurps  the 
dukedom  of  Bavaria,  33.  Driven  from  thence  ; his  restless 
ambitious  temper;  is  slain,  ;6. 

Gntlot,  the  bailiff  of  Orleans,  is  executed  on  suspicion  of  fa- 
vouring the  protestants,  ii.  176. 

Ganelin  da,  inlists  the  companions,  L 323.  Demands  money 
from  the  pope,  ii.  396. 

Guelpks  support  the  pope,  L 334. 

Gaiehen,  count  de,  admiral  of  the  French  forces  ; engages  Rod- 
ney three  times  ; the  Spaniards  refuse  to  assist  him,  iii.  207. 
Returns  to  France  and  disconcerts  the  Americans  plans,  i!u 
213.  Commands  the  combined  fleet,  it.  223. 


Hagartm,  minister  and  favourite  of  Charles  Simple,  L 27.  Hi* 
dismission,  it.  q.S. 

Henrietta  de  Balzac,  marchioness  of  Verneilil,  mistress  of  Henry 
IV.  ik  2 qq.  Intrigues  with  Spain  against  lier  lover,  it. 
3:3.  Her  influence  over  him,  ii.  314.  Her  haughtiness. 


lg  of  France,  opposed  by  his  brother,  and  flies  into 
Normandy,  L 166.  Supported  by  duke  Robert,  and  re- 
covers the  throne,  ii.  167.  Suppresses  the  rebellion  of  his 
brothers,  ii.  i6q.  Attacks  the  nobles  of  Normandy,  it, 
170,  and  reduces  them,  it.  171.  Retreats  before  William, 
it.  1 72.  Again  invades  Normandy,  and  is  defeated,  ii. 
173-  His  death  and  character,  it.  174. 
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Henry  II.  hi*  accession  to  the  throne  of  France.  Marries  Ca- 
therine de  Medicis,  ii.  i 28-  Supports  the  Scotch,  ib.  130. 
Persecutes  the  Protestants,  ib.  ijr.  Purchases  the  restitution 
of  Boulogne,  ib.  Attempts  to  recover  Italy,  ib.  i 32.  Unites 
with  the  Protestant  princes,  ib.  1 33.  Marches  against  the 
Imperialists;  but  without  an  engagement,  ib.  1 38.  Engages 
the  Imperialists  near  Renti,  ib.  1 39.  Retires  from  Flanders, 
ib.  14.0.  Forms  an  alliance  with  Paul  IV.  ib.  14.2.  Con-  1 

eludes  a truce  with  the  emperor  for  five  years,  ib.  143.  Thro’ 
the  influence  of  the  pope  violates  this,  ib.  144.  His  war  with 
Philip,  ib.  146.  His  presence  of  mind  amidst  the  general  con- 
sternation, ib.  149,  Takes  the  field,  ib.  1 32.  Makes  peace 
with  Spain,  ib.  153.  Endeavours  to  suppress  Lutheranism,  ib. 

1 £4.  Engages  in  a tournament,  and  is  slain,  ib.  1 3 3. 

Henry,  Duke  of  Anjou,  defied  king  of  Poland,  ii.  212.  Un- 
willing to  go,  ib.  Succeeds  to  the  throne  as  Henry  III.  on 
the  death  of  his  brother:  leaves  Poland,  ib.  216.  His  cha- 
rafter.  Releases  the  king  of  Navarre,  ib.  217.  Makes  war 
with  the  Reformed,  ib.  218.  The  Poles  cleft  a new  king. 
Concludes  a peace  with  the  Reformed,  ib.  2iq.  Disgusts 
both  panics,  ib.  223.  Is  reconciled  to  the  League,  ib.  227. 

Is  insulted  by  them,  ib.  228.  His  reduced  situation,  ib.  229. 

The  Parisians  endeavour  to  transfer  all  the  power  from  him  to 
the  League,  ib.  230.  Insurrection  at  Paris.  Henry  escapes, 
ib.  232.  Is  reconciled  with  the  Leaguers,  ib.  233.  His  embar- 
rassed circumstances;  undetermined  how  to  aft,  ib.  234. 

Resolves  to  murder  the  duke  of  Guise,  ib.  ijy.  The  revolt 
of  his  subiefts  almost  general,  ib.  237.  Is  besieged  in  Tours : 
delivered  by  the  king  of  Navarre,  ib.  Besieges  Paris,  ib.  239. 

Is  assasinated  by  Clement,  a Jacobin  friar.  Recommends  the 
king  of  Navarre  ib.  241. 

Henry,  king  of  Navarre,  marries  the  princess  Margaret,  ii.  203. 

Is  spared  at  the  massacre  of  Bartholomew,  by  abjuring  Pro- 
testantism, ib.  209.  Escapes  to  his  government,  and  professes 
Calvinism,  ib.  2 10.  His  virtues:  the  hopes  of  his  party: 
surprises  Cahors,  ib.  221.  Attempts  made  to  cut  him  off  from 
the  crown  of  France,  ib.  227.  Is  excommunicated  by  the 
pope,  and  takes  up  arms;  routs  the  French  forces,  ib.  228. 

Rescues  Henry,  and  is  reconciled  to  him,  ib.  229.  Succeeds 
to  the  crown  as  Henry  IV.  ib.  243.  His  charafter,  and  the 
difficulties  he  had  to  encounter,  ii.  24c.  Joined  by  some  ca- 
tholics, ib.  24^.  These  revolt  from  him.  Retires  into  Nor- 
mandy, ib.  247.  Repulses  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  ib.  248. 

Insults  the  city  of  Paris,  but  retreats,  ib.  249.  Engages  the 
forces  of  the  League,  and  routs  them,  ib.  251,  Besieges  Pa- 
ris : his  humanity,  ib.  232,  Goes  to  meet  the  prince  of  Par- 
ma, who  declines  an  engagement,  ib.  233.  Hu  embarrassed 
b affairs; 
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affairs:  difbands  hit  forces,  ib.  2 £4-  Harrasses  the  retreat  of 
tiie  prince  of  Parma;  his  life  is  endangered,  'ib.  256.  Re- 
duces Chartres  and  Noyon,  ib.  zjS.  Joined  by  English  and 
Germans,  he  besieges  Kouen,  ib.  2 Meets  the  Spanish 
forces.  Rushes  into  great  danger,  ib.  zfio,  Is  compelled  to 
retire  from  Rouen,  ib.  261  ■ Takes  advantage  of  the  prince  of 
Parma's  situation,  ib.  262 : but  is  disappointed,  ib.  26  j.  Is 
alarmed  at  the  meeting  of  the  states  ; and  declares  himself  a 
convert  to  the  Romish  church,  ib.  267.  A design  against  his 
lite  disco'  ered,  ib.  270.  He  concludes  a short  truce  with  the 
League,  ib.  271.  Several  cities  declare  in  his  favour,  ib.  272. 
Is  crowned  at  Chartres,  ib.  Is  admitted  into  Paris.  His 
conduft  and  humanity,  ib.  274.  Forgives  his  enemies.  Ge- 
neral defection  in  his  favour,  ib.  27  c.  Besieges  Laon,  and 
takes  it,  ib.  277.  Forms  an  alliance  with  the  United  Provin- 
ces against  Spain.  His  life  again  attempted,  ib.  276.  With  a 
small  force,  routs  a large  confederate  army,  ib.  270.  Pursues 
Velasco,  ib.  2 Si.  Is  absolved  by  the  Pope,  and  reconciled  to 
the  duke  of  Mayenne,  ib.  2K1.  Besieges  La  Fere,  Is  too 
Use  in  his  attempts  to  relieve  Calais  and  Ardres,  ib.  284.  The 
turbulent  disposition  of  his  nobles,  ib.  286.  Amiens  is  sur- 
prised. Prepares  to  recover  it,  ib.  28q.  Carries  on  the  seige, 
ib.  290.  Declines  engaging  the  Spaniards.  Carries  the 
place,  ib.  2qi.  . Undertakes  the  siege  of  Dourlens;  but  re- 
linquishes it.  Is  reconciled  to  the  duke  of  Mcraxur.  ib.  192. 
Makes  peace  with  Spain,  ib.  2Qt.  His  connection  with  Gab- 
rielle  d’Estrees:  wishes  to  raise  Iter  to  the  throne,  ib.  297. 
Flrc  grief  at  lier  death,  ib.  298.  His  new  mistress  Flenriettc 
de  Balzac,  ih.  2qq.  Resists  the  arts  of  the  duke  of  Savoy , 

• rl\  too,  Rchiftantly  marries  Mary  de  Medicis,  tb.  702.  Is 
distressed  by  the  revolt  of  some  of  the  nobles,  ib.  207.  Lcams 
rlv  particulars  of  the  conspiracy,  ib.  ;o6.  His  different  emo- 
tions at  the  sight  of  Biton,  ib.  ;a3.  His  noble  conduct  to- 
wards the  conspirators,  ib.  710.  His  internal  regulations, 
• j-i  1.  Ueteoh  another  conspiracy;  but  cannot  resist  the 
charms  of  the  marchioness  of  Vemeuil,  ib.  713-4.  Re- 
duces and  forgives  Bouillon,  ib.  who  rebels  again. 

. Marches  into  Sedan,  ib.  Jt  c.  h endangered  by  an  acci- 
dent. ib.  ,716.  His  domestic  uneasiness,  ib.  317.  Does 
not  refeive  the  Moorish  inhabitants  of  Spain,  ib.  318.  The 

- public  tranquillity.  His  passion  for  the  princess  of  Conde,  ib. 

- jiq.  Is  exasperated  at  her  escape  from  court,  ib.  320.  En- 
. lets  into  alliances,  imdcollefts  his  forces,  32  ir  Resolves  to 

reduce  the  house  of  Austria,  ib.  322.  Becomes  melancholy. 
Displeased  with  the  queen;  consents  for  her  coronation,  ib. 

- 324,  The foaebodings  of  his  mind,  ib.  327.  V irws  the  pre- 
. par  . lions  for  the  coronation,  ib.  326.  Is  assassinated,  ib.  327. 

Tlis  char  after,  ib.  318.  J 

Henry 
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Henry  L king  of  England : his  imprudent  reply,  L 199-  Hi* 
Norman  subjefts  rev  olt  from  him,  it.  101.  Conquers  the 
French,  it.  t02.  Makes  an  advantageous  peace,  it.  204.. 
Again  engages  them  in  war.  Retires  before  Lewis,  it.  10;. 
His  embarrassed  situation,  it.  241.  Docs  penance  at  Beckers 
tomb,  it.  243.  Narrowly  escapes  from  Frenelles.  Concludes 
a peace.  His  death,  it.  157. 

Ihnry  V.  of  England;  his  demands  on  France,  L 434-  Con- 
spiracy against  him ; he  besieges  Harflcur,  it.  43;.  Attempts 
to  retreat,  it.  436.  Defeats  the  French  at  Azincourt,  it.  437- 
Besieges  Rouen,  it.  441.  His  peace  with  Isabella,  it.  442. 
His  prospect  of  obtaining  the  throne  of  France,  it.  445.  _ En- 
ters Paris;  the  Dauphin  flies  before  him,  it.  447.  His  ill- 
ness, advice,  death  and  character,  it.  449—5*. 

Henry  VI.  of  England,  is  crowned  in  Fans,  L 477 

Henry  VII.  of  England,  does  not  assist  Brittany,  ii.  to.  Assists 
Maximilian;  invested  Bolognc,  but  easily  bribed  to  retire,  l6- 

Henry  VIII.  of  England ; his  alliance  courted  by  Francis  L and 
Charles  V.  ii.  74.  His  double  conduit,  it.  98.  Unices  with 
Charles,  it.  124. 

Henry,  duke  of  Guise,  hates  admiral  Coligni,  ii.  207.  Is  en- 
trusted with  the  infamous  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  it. 

. zofl-  Cuts  off  the  fugitives,  it.  209.  Is  distrusted  by  the 
king,  it.  223,  His  ambitious  design*,  it.  224.  The  head  of 
the  league,  plans  to  settle  the  crown  on  the  cardinal  of  Bour- 
bon, it.  iiA,  Takes  up  arms ; peace  with  the  king,  it.  227. 
The  success  of  bis  arras  strengthen  the  league,  it.  iiq.  En- 
ters Paris;  his  interview  with  the  king,  it.  m.  Supported 
by  the  Parisians,  it.  222.  Makes  peace  with  the  Wing,-  it.  243. 
The  danger  of  his  situation,  it.  235.  Is  murdered  by  Loig- 
nac,  as  Inc  was  going  to  council,  it.  236. 

Henry,  count  of  Transtamare,  flies  from  Peter,  L Leads 

the  companions,  it.  396.  Is  joined  by  the  Castellans,  it.  397. 
Routed  by  the  prince  of  Wales,  it.  398,  Again  recovers  the 
crown,  it.  399. 

Hollanders  are  invaded  by  the  French,  ii.  443.  Their  rage  at  an 

’ unworthy  peace,  it.  445.  Their  love  of  liberty,  it.  44 6. 
Arc  supported  by  Austria  and  Spain,  it.  447.  Their  claim 
-to  the  Schelde,  tii.  193.  Make  peace  with  the  emperor,  it. 
298.  1 heir  treaty  with  France,  it.  300.  Submit  without 
resistance  to  the  Prussian  troops,  it.  332. 

Hard,  lord,  engages  the  French  fleet,  tii.  2*4.  Again  engages 
M.  de  Grasse,  and  gains  their  station,  it.  248.  Escapes  from 
de  Grasse,  it.  zro.  Captures  some  French  ships,  it.  252. 

I' Hospital,  chancellor  of  France,  averse  to  violent  measure,  ii. 
>77-  Endeavours  to  procure  a reconciliation,  it.  183.  I» 
kismisstd  for  hi*  virtue,  it.  196. 
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Haiti  de  Ville,  seized  by  tbe  populace,  iiL  469. 

Htnvr,  lord,  commander  of  the  English  fleet  in  America,  bears 
down  to  engage  count  d’Estaing,  but  the  ships  are  dispersed 
by  a tempest,  lii.  1-70. 

H<nur,  general  of  the  British  forces  in  America,  iiL.  146.  Pos- 
sesses Long  Island,  it.  147.  Takes  Fort  Washington  by  as- 
sault, it.  !4q.  Defeats  the  Americans  at  Brandy  wine  Creek, 
it.  1 47.  Possesses  Philadelphia,  it.  Is  recalled,  it.  L&g. 

Hugh  rebels  against  his  imperious  mother,  L 161.  His  death, 

. u>.  163. 

Hughes,  admiral,  engages  with  M.  de  Suffrein  in  the  East,  iii. 
261.  Engages  him  again  off  Negapatam,  it.  266.  And  a 
third  time  with  success  off  Trincomale,  it.  268.  Engage* 
him  again  in  a long  and  undecisive  fight,  it.  283. 

Hugo , duke  of  France  j his  powerful  influence,  jl.  104.  Raises 
Lothairc  to  the  throne,  107.  Defeated  William,  count  of 
Poifliers,  108.  Death,  109. 

Hugo,  duke  of  Boson,  guardian  to  Lewis  and  Carloman,  L 82. 
His  ambitious  designs,  83.  Is  crowned  king  of  Provence,  84. 

Hugonots,  Protestants  60  called,  ii.  163.  Several  persecuted^!! 
Prance;  driven  to  resistance,  it.  164.  Attempt  the  castle  of 
Amboise,  but  are  repulsed,  it.  ifii.  Several  of  them  cut  to 
pieces,  it.  169.  Present  a petition  begging  for  toleration,  it, 
i’ll.  Arc  alarmed  by  the  seizure  of  tneir  leaders,  it.  17;. 
Are  in  appearance,  favoured  by  Catherine  de  Mcdicis,  it.  1 80- 
Tumult  at  Vassy;  several  are  slain,  ii.  181.  Make  war  in 
France;  are  in  alliance  with  England  and  Germany,  it.  1 8^. 
Conclude  a peace  with  Catherine,  it.  i 8q.  The  decree  in 
their  favour  is  violated,  101.  Again  take  up  arms,  it.  103. 
A treaty  is  concluded,  which  is  soon  violated,  it.  196.  En- 
gage at  Jarnac,  and  lose  the  prince  of  Condi,  it.  198.  Are 
commanded  by  admiral  Coligni ; their  forces  routed  at  Mont- 
concour,  it.  200.  Gain  a viftory  over  the  mareschal  de 
Cosse,  202.  Conclude  an  advantageous  peace,  it.  203* 
Their  leaders  and  a large  body  are  seduced  to  go  to  Paris, 
where  they  were  basely  murdered  on  St.  Bartholemew’s  day, 
it.  2oS.  Twenty-five  thousand  perished  in  France,  it.  210. 
Make  peace;  are  admitted  into  the  chamber  of  justice,  it.  220. 
Edifi  of  Nantz  passed  in  their  favour,  it.  298.  They  are 
jealous  of  the  king’s  reunion  with  the  church  of  Home,  it.  299. 
Look  up  to  the  duke  of  Sully,  it.  334.  Arc  oppressed  in 

. Germany,  it.  3J0.  Are  reduced  in  Beam,  it.  234.  Are 
hated  by  Richelieu ; reduced  in  Rochelle,  where  1 1 ,000  pe- 
rished in  the  siege,  it.  376.  The  king  marches  against  them; 
are  cruelly  destroyed  at  Privas,  it.  380.  On  the  repeal  of 
the  editt  of  Nantz,  j 00 ,000  are  driven  from  France,  it.  439. 

Huntlie,  duke  of  Aqmtain,  endeavours  to  recover  his  domini- 
ons; 
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obs  ; defeated  and  cast  into  prison,  L 4Jj  42.  Unites  with 
the  Lombards,  43.  His  death,  44.. 

Hurricane,  dreadful,  in  the  West  Indies,  iii.  214. 

Ujder  Alii  attacks  the  English  in  the  East,  iii.  440.  Routs  them 
in  the  Carnatic,  it.  241.  Retreats,  it.  242.  Engages  the 
English,  and  is  routed,  it.  264,  His  death  and  character, 
it,  279. 


James  d'Armagnac,  duke  of  Nemours,  trusts  in  Lewis;  betray- 
ed and  barbarously  murdered,  L 53^. 

James  L of  England;  his  character,  it.  312. 

James  II.  of  England,  refuses  the  assistance  of  Lewis,  ii.  460. 
Abdicates  the  crown,  and  is  received  in  France,  it.  461. 
Supported  by  Lewis;  he  invades  Ireland,  it.  462. 

James.  Prince,  pretender  to  the  crown  of  England;  his  defeat, 
iii.  2. 

let  Diets,  origin  of.  L 368, 

Jesuits  are  expelled  from  France,  ii.  279.  Their  extensive  in- 
fluence, iii.  83.  Quarrel  with  the  parliament  of  Paris,  84. 
Involved  in  the  affair  of  La  Valettc,  84.  Cited  before  the 
parliaments,  86.  The  mystery  of  their  order  disclosed,  86. 
Opposed  by  the  duke  de  Choiseul,  85.  Imprudence  of  the 
general  of  the  order;  they  are  suppressed  in  France,  89. 

Innocent  III.  persecutes  the  Albigeois,  L 279.  Excommunicate? 
king  John,  it.  280. 

Jevss  unjustly  plundered,  L ; 

Institution  of  the  great  council,  ii.  36. 

John  L king  of  France;  His  birth  and  death,  L 332. 

John  the  Good,  duky  of  Normandy,  succeeds  to  the  throne;  hit 
character,  L 372.  Executes  Robert  de  Brienne,  ii.  373. 
withdraws  his  son  from  his  confederacy  with  Edward,  it.  37?. 
Restrains  his  forces  from  engaging  with  tile  prince  of  Walts, 
it.  376.  calls  the  states  general ; they  grant  him  supplies, 
it.  377.  His  imprudent  delay  in  not  attacking  the  English, 
ii.  378.  HLs  bravery  and  defeat;  is  taken,  it.  380,  Carried 
to  London;  respectfully  treated;  his  kingdom  tom  by  divi- 
sions, it.  381.  Negociates  in  vain  for  peace,  it.  383.  Is 
restored;  the  miserable  state  of  his  kingdom,  it.  388.  HU 
conference  with  the  pope;  he  assumes  the  cross,  it.  389. 
Surrenders  himself  to  Edward,  it.  390.  Dies  in  England, 
it.  391. 

John,  leagues  with  Philip  against  his  brother,  L 269.  Deserts 
him  and  seizes  the  city  of  Evreaux,  it.  270.  Succeeds  to  the 
crown  of  England;  opposed  by  Arthur;  reduces  Maine,  it. 
27  {•  His  subjetts  rebel  against  him,  it.  276.  Takes  Af- 
• l tkur 
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thur  prisoner,  it.  277.  Is  ina&ivc  while  Normandy  is  taken, 
it.  278.  Joins  and  deserts  the  duke  of  Brittany,  it.  i-jq.  Is 
excommunicated  by  innocent  IJI.  it.  280.  Submits  and  ret 
, wives  hi?  crown  fium  the  pope’s  legate,  it.  F repares  to 
attack  1 blip,  ilu  281.  Grants  Magna  Charla  to  the  barons, 
and  violates  it,  it.  28 j.  Dies,  it.  284.. 

John,  duke  of  Bedford ; his  character ; regent  in  F ranee,  L 434, 
Forms  alliances,  it.  427.  Routs  the  French  ar.d  hcots,  ii. 
460.  Is  not  supported  by  the  duke  of  Glocester,  it.  4.61. 
Invades  the  duke  of  Brittany,  it.  46;.  Opposes  the  success 

■ of  Lharfes,  it.  476.  Executes  the  Maid  of  Orleans,  it.  479. 
Flis  difference  with  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  it.  480.  Dies, 
it.  481. 

jfnhn,  of  Procida,  rouses  the  Sicilians  to  arms,  L 310. 

jomdna  de  Lisle;  his  conduit  and  execution,  L 5 44, 

lia holla,  queen  of  England,  dishonours  her  husband,  L 338. 

. Refuses  to  return,  it.  339.  Invades  England,  and  gets  rid 
o(  her  husband,  it.  540. 

h.itcita , daughter  of  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  marries  Charles  VI, 

■ i.  413.  Her  character  and  claims  to  the  regency,  it.  417. 
Her  rapacity ; unites  with  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  it.  440. 

Jnlim  II.  pope,  ii.  46.  Cardinal  of  Rovera,  yc.  llis  turbu- 
. lent  conduct;  declares  war  against  the  French  king,  31, ' 
captures  Mirandcla;  retires  to  Ravenna;  his  death,  54. 

t . K. 

Knight  templars;  their  wealth;  are  accused,  and  suffer,  L 327. 


L. 

lit  fig,  count,  his  cln  rafter ; is  accused  of  op'^ession  in  the  East; 

• is  disgraced,  condemned,  and  executed,  ni.  182.  Ilis  ho- 

• nours  restored,  and  his  accusers  disgraced,  it.  1 82. 

Lolly,  count,  his  son  in  conjunction  with  Tippoo  Saib,  attacks 
the  English  and  routs  them;  his  humanity,  iii.  263. 

haunay,  marquis  of,  governor  of  the  Bastik,  captured  aud 
- slain,  ii.  396. 

Iitn/trc,  his  defeat  at  F.ieocca,  ii.  84.  Falls  in  disgrace,  it, 
8c.-  Commands  the  French  forces  in  Italy ; his  success,  it. 
lip  • and  death,  it.  ioS. 

Lmtv,  John,  iii.  b.  Projector  of  the  Mississippi  scheme ; hk 

• death  ,8,  * 

Leopold  \.  pope,  his  penetration  and  designs,  ii.  76.  Unites 
•’with  the  emperor  h harles,  it.  Si.  His  death,  and  the  cause 
of  it,  it.  8 1. 

Lfoi  .rn,  the  wife  of  the  mareschal  of  Ancre ; her  trial  and  cxe- 
f'nion,  ii,  344.  - 

. - Lh.iignkr' , 
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Lndiguiert  routs  the  duke  of  Savoy,  ii.  a?l.  Deserts  the  Pro- 
testant cause  ; made  constable  of  France,  it.  337.  Advises 
peace  with  the  Hugonots,  ik.  j;8. 

Lewis  1c  Deioimcirr,  son  and  successor  of  Charlemagne,  associa- 
ted with  his  father  in  the  empire,  i,  tj.  Succeeds  his  father, 
. it.  fix-  His  weak  and  unfortunate  administration,  it.  61=6,). 
Imprisoned  by  his  children,  it.  64.  Is  restored  ; again  de- 
posed, it,  6c.  Restored  by  his  son  Lewis ; his  death  and 
cha  rafter,  it.  66. 

Le-wii  the  St/tmmcrtr,  his  feeble  administration,  L 7S.  Reigns 
with  his  brother  Carloman,  it.  Sj,  Routs  the  Normans,  it. 
£6.  . His  death,  it.  87. 

Lewis  A'Ontrt  Mrr,  placed  on  the  throne  of  France  by  Hugo,  the 
duke  of  France,  and  William  of  Normandy,  L 103.  Pro- 
mising appearances ; power  of  Hugo,  it.  104..  Subdued  by 
the  Danes,  and  imprisoned,  iefi.  Killed  by  a fall  from  his 
horse,  it.  . , 

Lewis  VI.  the  Cron,  is  associated  with  dll's  father  in  the  throne ^ 
repressses  the  barons ; his  character,  L 1173.  Is  hated  by  Rcr- 
trade;  goes  to  England,  it.  IQ4.  Her  designs  against  his 
■ life,  it.  iq;.  He  is  poisoned,  but  his  life  saved,  it.  iq6. 
Succeeds  to  the  throne  on  the  death  of  his  father,  as  Lewis 
VI.  it.  1 97.  suppresses  the  turbulent  barons,  it.  iq8.  ' His 
war  with  England  ; defeats  Henry,  it.  Makes  peace  with 
him,  it.  iqq.  M ar  again  with  Henry,  who  is  now  victori- 
ous ; marries  Adelaide,  daughter  of  the  count  of  Saxony,  it. 


the  banner  of  St.  Denys ; collects  a numerous  army,  it.  zo£. 
The  barons  refuse  to  advance  into  Normandy,  it.  206.  As- 
sociates his  son  Lewis  with  him  in  the  throne,  it. 


Reconciles  the  barons  to  him,  it.  rag.  His  illness,  de 
and  character,  it.  icq. 

Lewis  marries  Eleanor,  of  Guienne  and  Aqoitain,  L 200. 
Succeeds  to  the  throne  as  lewis  VII.  surnamed  the  Yeung,  ib. 
2 1 a.  Surprises  the  barons,  it.  21 1.  Marches  against  the 
count  of  Champagne,  it.  zi  3.  desolates  his  country,  it. 
214.  Takes  the  cross  at  Vezelay,  it.  it 6.  Marches  to  the 
East  with  an  immense  army,  ib.  217.  The  difficulties  they 
met  with,  it.  2Jl8»  Is  routed  by  the  Turks,  it.  2iq.  Es- 
capes with  difficult)’;  his  wife  is  unfaithful  to  him,  it.  220. 
Goes  to  Jerusalem  ; assists  at  the  siege  of  Damascus  ; com- 

Slled  to  relinquish  it,  it.  2? i.  Returns  home,  it.  222. 

i vorces  his  wife,  and  marries  Constance  of  Castile,  it.  22$. 
Opposes  Henry  in  Normandy,  it.  226.  Goes  on  a pilgrim- 
age to  Compostella;  calls  the  council  of  Soissons,  it.  228. 
Raises  the  siege  of  Thoulouse,  it.  ziq.  Makes  peace  with 
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Henry,  ib.  130.  The  death  of  the  queen ; marries  Adelaide ; 
supports  pope  Alexander  the  Third,  ib.  131.  Receives  Tho- 
mas a Becket,  who  engages  him  in  war  against  Henry,  ib.  23  c. 
Supports  the  revolter  from  Henry,  ib.  236.  Burns  Vernoeil, 
ib.  242.  Makes  peace  with  England,  /A.  244.  And  a pilgrim- 
age to  Beckct’s  tomb ; his  illness,  death,  and  c ha  ratter,  ib. 

Lewis  Vfil  . assists  the  barons  against  king  John  L 283.  His 
success,  reign,  and  retreat,  ib.  284.  Marches  against  the  Albi- 

feois,  ib.  lie.  Succeeds  his  father  as  Lewis  VIII.  ib.  287. 

Lefusct  to  fulfil  the  treaty  with  England ; his  success  and 
truce,  ib.  28S.  Besieges  Avignon ; his  death,  ib.  28c). 

Lewis  IX.  the  Saint,  succeeds  his  father.L  28c).  MarriesMar- 
garet  of  Provence,  ib.  294.  His  prudent  regulations,  ib.  293. 
Undertakes  a crusade,  ib.  296.  Enters  Egypt ; takes  Damt- 
etta ; is  reduced  to  great  distress,  and  taken  prisoner,  but  re- 
leased by  ransom,  ib.  iqq.  Returns  to  France,  ib.  300.  Re- 
ceives a visit  from  Henry  III.  of  England  ; his  impartial  jus- 
tice, ib.  301.  Undertakes  a second  crusade,  ib.  303.  Takes 
Carthage,  ib.  304.  His  death  and  charafter,  ib.  30c. 

Lewis  X.  the  Boisttrom,  succeeds  his  father,  i,  329,  Oppresses 
his  subjefls,  330.  Is  deceiv  ed  by  the  count  of  1 landers ; dies 
suddenly,  ib.  331. 

Lewis  XL  the  Christian  Kinr,  as  dauphin,  reduces  the  count  of 
Armagnac,  i.  486.  His  hatred  against  Agnes  Soreille;  her 
suspicious  death,  ib.  491.  Flies  from  his  father,  ib.  492. 
Succeeds  his  father,  ib.  496.  His  hatred  against  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  ib.  497.  His  interview  with  Henry  of  Castile, 
ib.  499.  His  duplicity,  ib.  300.  Engages  the  count  of 
Charolois,  ib.  304.  Endeavours  to  secure  Paris,  ib.  303. 
Concludes  a peace  and  breaks  it,  ib.  306.  His  interview 
with  the  duke  of  Burgundy  in  Pcronnc,  ib.  309.  And  is 
imprisoned,#.  311.  Makes  peace  with  him,  ib.  31  2.  Storms 
I iege,  ib.  313.  Makes  peace  with  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
ib.  319.  Dissolves  the  confederacy  formed  against  him,  ib. 
321.  His  interview  with  Edward,  and  submissions,  ib.  323. 
His  apprehensions  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  ; encourages  the 
Swiss  to  oppose  him,  ib.  530.  Rejoices  at  his  death,  ib.  533. 
Proposes  to  marry  his  daughter  to  the  dauphin,  ib.  334.  In- 
vades Burgundy  ; his  treacherous  conduit,  ib.  336.  Makes 
peace  with  Maximilian,  ib.  338.  His  cruelty,  iL  340.  Sup- 
ports the  Medici,  ib.  341 . His  illness,  desires  of  life  ; dies,  ib. 
545- 

Lervrs  XII.  duke  of  Orleans  candidate  for  the  Regency,  ii.  2. 
is  arrested,  ib.  f>;  .supported  by  Francis  II.  duke  of  Brittany, 
ib.  6,  Taken  prisoner  by  the  French,  ib.  1 l.  Retires  from 
court  in  disgrace,  ib.  23.  Succeeds  to  the  crown  as  Lewis 
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XII.  it.  28,  His  character  and  magnanimity,  it.  29—41. 
Divorces  his  wife  Jean,  and  marries  Anne  of  Brittany,  it.  31. 
Becomes  Master  of  Milan  ; his  mild  government  there,  it.  37. 
Divides  the  kingdom  of  Naples  with  Ferdinand  of  Arragon, 
it.  34.  Rupture  with  the  Spaniards,  it.  yji  Compromised 
bv  the  arch  duke  Philip,  it.  38.  Prepares  to  attack  the  king 
of  Arrogan,  it.  39.  His  dangerous  illness,  it.  43.  Sup- 
presses a rebellion  in  Genoa,  it.  47.  Routs  the  V cnetians; 
ft.  48.  Attacked  by  pope  Julius  II.  it.  31.  Is  supported 
by  Gaston  de  Foix,  it.  32.  Attacked  by  the  English  and 
Swiss,  it.  36.  Makes  peace  with  the  former ; Marries 
princess  Mary  of  England,  it.  39.  His  death  and  character  ; 
father  of  his  people,  it.  6a. 

Zmuit  Tamiant,  weak  and  wicked  prince,  the  last  of  the  Carlo- 
vingian  race, L in. 

Lotus  XIII.  succeeds  to  the  throne  in  his  9th  year,  ii.  331. 
Comes  of  age  ; marries  the  infanta  of  Spain,  it.  337.  Raises 
three  armies  to  suppress  the  revolted  nobles,  it.  339.  Deter- 
mines to  arrest  the  mareschal  of  Ancre,  it.  34.2.  Is  reconciled 
to  the  nobles,  it.  347.  Marches  into  Normandy ; restrain* 
the  designs  of  his  mother,  it.  332.  Establishes  the  Catholic 
religion  in  Bearn,  it.  374.  Attempts  to  suppress  the  Protes- 
tants ; reduces  St.  Jean  d’Angcli,  it.  377.  Is  repulsed  from 
Montauban,  it.  3 76.  Reduces  the  duke  of  Soubise,  it.  337. 
Deceives  the  inhabitants  of  Montpellier,  it.  338.  Com- 
mands the  army  against  Rochelle,  it.  374.  Reduces  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  it.  379.  Assaults  Privas,  and  puts  all  to  the 
sword,  it.  380.  Makes  a treaty  with  the  duke  of  Rohan, 
it.  381.  Overruns  Savoy,  it.  382.  His  dangerous  illness, 
it.  383.  Reduces  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  it.  387.  Again 
chastises  his  revolting  spirit,  it.  391.  Is  dcjefled  on  the 
success  of  the  Spaniards,  it.  392.  A son  is  born  to  him,  it. 
396.  Unites  with  the  new  king  of  Portugal,  it.  399.  Be- 
sieges Perpignan,  ii.  400.  His  illness  ; distribution  of  pow- 
er, it.  403.  His  death  and  character,  it.  406. 

Lewis  XIV.  succeeds  to  the  throne  at  the  age  of  five,  ii.  408. 
Assumes  the  reins  of  government,  it.  416.  Is  endangered  in 
the  field,  it.  41 8,  Enters  Paris,  it.  420.  Expels  the  chil- 
dren of  Charles  I.  from  France,  it.  424.  Takes  Dunkirk  ; 
delivers  it  up  to  Cromwell,  it.  426.  Aspires  after  the  im- 
perial crown,  it.  428,  Marries  the  princess  of  Spain,  it. 
432.  Assumes  the  government ; his  firmness,  it  436.  Pur- 
. chases  Dunkirk,  it.  437.  Invades  Flanders,  it.  43 q.  Pos- 
sesses French  Compte ; agrees  to  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
iL  440.  Invades  Holland,  it.  443.  Imposes  severe  terms 
on  the  Dutch,  it.  443.  Besieges  Macstricht,  it.  447.  'l  akes 
Conde,  it.  434.  is  desirous  of  peace;  agrees  to  that  of 
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Nimcguen,  ib.  446.  His  restless  spirit,  ib.  448.  ■ Foolishly 
repeal,  the  editt  ot  Nantp ; the  consequence  of  it,  ib.  449, 
Offer  3 his  alliance  to  James,  ib.  460.  I lls  vigorous  prepara- 
tions, i/.  461.  His  victories  and  distresses,  ib.  466.  Makes 
a general  peace,  ib.  46S.  Concludes  the  treaty  of  partition, 
471.  Aggrandizes  the  House  of  Bourbon,  ib.  474.  Makes 
war  with  England,  ib.  476.  Italy  is  wrested  from  him,  ib. 
48  7.  Desires  peace,  but  cannot  obtain  it,  ib.  484.  In  vain 
attempts  to  support  king  James,  ib.  4S4.  His  capital  is  en- 
dangered, ib.  487.  Makes  peace  with  England,  ib.  499. 
And  with  the  emperor ,ib.  497.  Marries  Madam  Maintenon  ; 
his  domestic  losses,  ib.  498,  Assists  the  king  of  Spain,  ib. 
499.  His  illness,  conduit,  death,  and  character,  ib.  401. 

Arum  XV.  accession  of,  iii.  j_.  Kingdom  governed  by  a re- 
gent, ib.  2.  Comes  of  age,  ib.  Lb  Duke  of  Bourbon  Conde 
his  minister,  ib.  1 2.  Sends  back  the  infanta  of  Spain,  ib.  it. 
Appoints  Cardinal  Fleury  his  minister,  ib.  14.  Marries  the 
daughter  of  Stanislaus  of  Poland,  ib.  lA  Endeavours  to  sup- 
port his  father-in-law,  ib.  17,  War  with  Charles  VL  ib.  18. 
Supports  the  eleflorof  Bavaria  against  Maria  Iheresa  ib.  22. 
Success  of  his  arms,  ib.  23,  Engages  in  war  with  England, 
ib.  lA.  Invades  Handers,  ib.  48,  Dangerous  illness;  his 
success  in  Austripn  Flanders,//',  U.  Supports  prince  Charks 
Edw  ard  in  his  descent  on  Scotland^ ib.  72.  Invades  Flanders, 
ib.  12.  Success  of  his  army  in  the  East  Indies,//.  36.  Suc- 
cessful ir»  Flanders;  not  so  in  Italy,  ib.  w.  Defeated  at  sea 
by  the  English,  ib.  40.  General  peace,  10.  41.  Forbids  the 
parliaments  from  interfering  in  ecelesiasticaT  affairs,  ib.  47. 
Is  opposed  by  them  ; institutes  the  royal  chamber,  ib.  46. 
Makes  peace  with  the  parliaments,  4-.  Makes  war  in  the 
East  Indies,  ib.  48.  ills  designs  in  America,  ib.  40.  En- 
gages in  war  witnTuigland.  and  Prussia,  ib.  rz,  ( Mnains  pos- 
session of  Minorca. ib.  53.  Dissentions  with  1 is  paiiiamcnts; 
his  life  attempted  by  Damiens,  ib.  £4.  Banishes  the  arch- 
bi.-hop  of  Paris,  ib.  4 c.  General  unsucci  vs  ot  his  arms  in  every 
part,  //.  67.  Implores  the  aid  of  Spain  ; forms  the  family 
compact,  ib.  49,  V arious  defeats  at  sea,  ib.  64.  Makes  peace 
with  England,  ib.  Slightly  interposes  in  favour  of  the 
Jesuits,  ib.  &£.  But  at  length  suppresses  that  order,  ib.  89. 
(Opposed  by  the  parliaments,  ib,  go.  Attempts  to  register  the 
edicts  by  force,  >b.  91.  Persecutes  the  parliament  of  Brittany, 
rb.  93,  Keclaiins  Avignon  and  the  Veniaissin  from  the  pope, 
ii.  04".  Invades  Corsica,  ib.  96.  Fresh  dissensions  with  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  //.  97,  Reestablishes  the  parliament  of 
Brittanv,//.  gS.  Skreenatne  duke  d’Aguillon,  ib.  roo.  Quar- 
rels with  the  parliament  of  Paris,  ib.  joi.  Violent  proceed- 
ings  against  the  provincial  parliaments,  ib,  102.  Dismisses 

his 


Digitized  by  Google 


INDEX, 


X1TU 

Ms  minister  the  duke  de  Choiseul,  ib.  103.  Banishes  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  ib.  107.  Ilis  inflexibleobstinacy ; appoints 
a new  parliament,  ib.  107.  1$  displeased  with  the  princes  of 

the  blood,  ib.  ioq,  YtjeTds  up  Avignon  and  the  country  of 
Venaissin,  ib.  1 10.  Becomes  dejefled,  ib,  in.  Dies  of  the 
small  pox,  ib.  1 la.  His  charafter,  ib.  l. 

Le-uis  XVI.  when  dauphin,  marries  Maria  Antonietta,  sister 
to  the  F.mperor  of  Germany,  iii.  go.  Succeeds  his  grand- 
father, ib.  1 14.  Is  inoculated,  uu  1 1 Dismisses  the 
ministry,  ib.  11 6.  . Appoints  new  ones,  it,  in.  His  po- 
pularity, ib.  1 18.  Banislies  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  his  sou 
from  court ; unpopular  measure,  ib.  1 tq.  Recals  the  old 
. parliament,  ib.  1 an-  Endeavours  to  maintain  the  royal  au- 
thority, ib.  m.  Civil  disturbances  for  want  of  corn,  ib. 

• 1 73.  Vigorously  suppressed  ; his  coronation,  ib.  1 
11  is  internal  regulations,  ib.  143.  Promotes  science,  ib.  144, 
Secretly  assists  the  Americans,  ib.  1 71.  Attends  to  his  fo- 
reign alliances,  ib.  1 33.  Is  prevailed  on  openly  to  assist  the 
Americans,  ib.  1 64.  Is  joined  by  the  Spaniards,  ib.  tgj. 
His  injunctions  respefling  Captain  Cook,  ib.  iqp.  Gams 
the  favour  of  the  empress  of  Russia,  ib.  iqq,  Sends  1 1000. 
treops  to  America,  ib.  210.  Abolishes  the  fulling  the  tjtuilioit 
by  torture  ; reduces  his  expenccs,  ib.  221.  Unites  with  the 
Dutch  to  obtain  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  ib.  2 jq.  Dis- 
misses M,  N’ecker,  ib.  2^4.  Interposes  in  the  affairs  of  Ge- 
neva ; supports  the  magistrates,  ib.  270,  Is  visited  by  the 
grrat  dultc  and  duchess  of  Russia,  ib.  271.  Makes  great  ex- 
ertions to  continue  the  war,  ib.  277.  Is  inclined  to  peace, 
ib.  274.  The  terms  of  peace,  ib.  276.  Endeavours  to  sup- 
port the  Caisse  d’Escomptc,  ib.  agg.  Succeeds;  receives  a 
loan  frotfl  Holland,  ib.  2S9.  Prepares  to  support  the  Dutch 
against  the  emperor ; engages  the  king  of  Prussia  on  their 
side,  ib.  29;,  Forms  a commercial  treaty  with  England,  rf. 
30q.  I lis  answer  to  the  parliament,  ib.  710.  Assembles 
the  Notables,  ib.  71$.  His  attempts  to  reduce  the  influence 
of  the  prince  of  Orange,  ib.  7:7.  Condemns  the  capture  of 
the  princess  of  Orange,  ib.  770.  Sends  men  Co  Amsterdam, 
ib.  777.  Disappointed  in  his  designs  in  Holland,  ib.  7 ;q. 
The  Notables  refuse  a general  land  tax,  ib.  740.  He  dis- 
misses them,  ib.  74t,  Is  opposed  by  the  parliament  of  Paris ; 
holds  a bed  of  justice,  742,  Banishes  the  members,  ib.  747. 
Weakness  of  tne  court,  ib.  344.  Recalls  the  parliament,  ib. 
747.  Demands  a loan ; is  refused ; he  is  opposed  by  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  ib.  347.  Ilis  speech  on  tne  meeting  of 
tht  States  General ; recommends  unanimity,  ib.  372.  En- 
deavours to  compromise  between  the  nobles  and  commons, 
ib.  378.  Resolves  to  oppose  the  National  Assembly,  ib. 
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38  z.  His  speech  to  them,  it,  385.  Insisting  on  the  separa. 
tion  of  the  three  orders,  it.  386.  Writes  to  the  nobles 
and  clergy,  recommending  them  to  join  the  third  estate, 
it.  390.  Dismisses  M.  Necker,  it.  393.  Recalls  him 
again,  it.  398.  Comes  to  Paris  to  establish  peace,  it.  400. 
Deserted  by  his  nobles  ; his  melancholy  situation,  it.  4.04. 
Is  called,  The  Restorer  of  the  liberties  of  France,  it.  433. 
His  piteoos  situation,  it.  437.  Deserted  by  his  guards,  it. 
438.  Appoints  his  ministers  from  zealous  members  of  the 
national  assembly,  it.  He  is  only  allowed  a suspensive  veto, 
which  expires  with  the  sessions  of  the  national  assembly,  it. 
437.  Summons  the  regiment  of  Flanders  to  Versailles,  it. 
463.  Accedes  to  the  new  constitution,  reserving  to  himself 
the  whole  legislative  power,  it.  471.  Receives  a deputation 
from  the  assembly,  in  which  were  twelve  women  of  the  mob  of 
Paris,  it.  473.  Accepts  the  articles  of  the  constitution  pure 
and  simple,  it.  476.  His  guards  are  attacked  by  the  mob,  it. 
479.  Will  not  suffer  them  to  fire,  it.  ^.go.  The  Paris  mi- 
litia arrive,  it.  482.  The  mob  force  the  palace,  it.  484.  He 
col  lifts  his  guards,  it.  483.  Is  conducted  to  Paris  by  the 
mob  amidst  various  insults,  it.  488.  Is  lodged  in  the  Thu- 
itlei  ies,  it.  489.  Intended  escaping  to  Metz,  it.  490.  His 
proclamation  to  the  provinces;  intention  of  visiting  them,  it. 
493.  Suspends  his  nomination  to  all  benefices,  it.  490.  De- 
mands supplies  for  fourteen  ships  to  support  the  family  com- 
pact, it.  51 3.  Is  deprived  of  the  right  of  peace  and  war,  it. 
317.  Takes  the  civic  oath  on  the  dav  of  confederation,  it.  cz  j. 

Lea. ais,  prince  of  Condi,  his  charafter  ; a favourer  of  the  refor- 
mation, ii.  r6o.  Vindicates  himself  before  the  king  from 
the  charge  of  conspiracy,  it.  170.  His  design  against  the 
Guises  defeated,  it.  172,  Is  induced  to  meet  theking  and 
states  at  Orleans,  it.  ij^.  The  public  faith  is  violated,  and 
he  is  imprisoned,  it.  173.  Demands  a public  trial,  it,  En- 
mity of  the  Guises  against  him  ; is  condemned  to  be  behead- 
ed, it.  r:6.  His  life  is  saved  by  the  delay  of  the  chancellor 
and  the  death  of  the  king,  it.  177.  Is  released  and  acquitted, 
it.  179.  Is  in  favour  at  court-but  suspects  the  sincerity  of 
Catherine,  it.  1 ?o.  Is  compelled  to  lake  up  arms,  it.  182. 
Is  elefted  general  of  the  reformed  ; his  fruitless  conferences 
with  Catherine,  it.  L83.  At  the  head  of  the  protestant  prin- 
ces he  engages  the  royal  forces,  and  is  taken  prisoner,  it.  183. 
is  duped  by  Catherine,  it.  191.  Takes  up  arms,  and  at- 
tempts to  seize  the  king,  it  192.  Surprises  St.  Denys,  and 
his  army  routed  near  1‘aris,  it.  193.  Agrees  to  a truce,  it. 
19  3.  A design  to  surprise  him  ; narrowly  escapes  to  Ro- 
chelle, ii.  ic)6.  Takes  the  command  of  forces  j the  royal 
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*rmy  attack  them  at  Jarnac.  197.  Is  wounded  ; breaks  his 
leg ; is  taken  prisoner ; and  then  basely  murdered,  it.  iq8. 

Lewis  of  Bourbon,  duke  of  Enguien,  prince  of  Condi,  routs  the 
Spaniards,  ii.  409.  Conquers  the  Imperialists  twice,  it.  410. 
Is  envied  by  Mazarin,  it.  ±1 1.  Reduces  Ypres  1 defeats  the 
Spaniards,  it.  412.  Blocks  up  Paris,  it.  41  Leaves  court, 
and  joins  the  Spaniards,  ii.  417,  Attacks  the  royal  forces,  it. 
418.  Retires  from  the  capital,  it.  420.  Capitulates  in 
Bourdeaux  ; makes  peace  with  Mazarin,  ii.  422.  Relieves 
Cambrai,  it.  424.  Is  routed  before  Dunkirk,  it.  426. 

Lewis  of  Luxemburg,  his  distrust  of  the  king,  i.  C20.  Joins 
the  confederacy,  it.  521.  His  deceit,  it.  ;22.  Is  hated  by 
both  parties ; is  betrayed  by  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  and  exe- 
cuted by  Lewis,  it.  ; 2 y, 

Lewis  d’lHospital,  Marquis  of  Vitri,  declares  for  Henry  on  hi* 
conversion,  ii. 


Liancourt,  duke  o ;sident  of  the  national  assembly,' iii.  40  C- 
Lincoln,  general,  gallantly  defends  Charlestown,  but  is  compelled 
to  surrender,  iii.  209. 


l.oignac  assasinates  the  duke  of  Guise,  ii.  236. 

Lords,  or  seniors,  origin  of,  L 1 38.  Claim  hereditary  fiefs,  it. 
139.  Their  increasing  power,  it.  14;.  Cause  civil  commo- 
tions, it.  192,  Agree  to  a ten  years  truce  with  Lewis  VII. 

it.  228. 

Lorrain,  cardinal  of,  his  character,  ii.  1 ;q.  He  and  his  nephew 
are  treated  with  apparent  reserve  by  the  king,  it.  203. 
Loihaire,  son  of  Lewis  Dcbonnaire,  reinstates  his  father,  L 64. 
Is  deposed,  and  revolts,  6p.  Is  raised  to  the  throne,  SyT 
Subdued,  and  subrpits  to  his  father,  66.  With  his  nephew 
Pepin  are  routed,  62,  Obtains  the  sovereignty  of  Rouen,  69; 
and  part  of  Germany,  70.  Retires  to  a monastiy,  jr. 
Lctbairr  raised  to  the  throne  by  Hugo  duke  of  France,  i.  108. 

His  ambition,  109.  , 

Louisa,  mother  to  Francis  L her  hatred  against  the  duke  of 
Bourbon,  ii.  80,  Solicits  his  hand  ; is  refused  ; her  hatred, 
it.  82.  Her  exertions  when  Francis  was  taken  prisoner,  it. 
97.  Her  death,  it.  111. 

Loscvestein  party  in  France,  enemies  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  iii. 


Luines,  a favourite  of  Lewis  XIII.  determines  to  ruin  the  ma- 
reschal  of  Ancre,  ii.  340.  His  influence,  it.  344.  Marries 
the  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Montbazon,/j.  343.  Is  created 
duke  ; nis  political  conduft.  it.  346.  The  dangers  of  his  si- 
tuation, it.  347.  Unites  with  Richelieu,  343.  Is  made  con- 
stable of  France,  it.  335.  Dies,  it.  337. 

Luther,  Martin,  author  of  the  reformation  of  religion  in  Ger- 
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Maillcbois,  compte  de,  retires  into  Holland,  iii.  522. 

Maintessms,  Madame,  mistress  of  Lewis  XIV.;  her  influence 
over  him,  ii.  483.  Marries  him*  it.  498.  Retires  to  St.  Cyr, 
ii.  301. 

Marlbenugb,  duke  of,  his  success,  ii.  478.  Delivers  Flanders, 

ih.  48Q.  Negociares  with  Charles  XII,  ii.  484.  Defeats 
the  French  at  Oudenarde,  ii.  486.  Reduces  Bouchain  ; is 
recalled  to  England,  and  retires,  ii.  4q2. 

Mane/,  his  insolent  and  tumultuous  conduct,  L 382,  Perishes, 

ii.  384. 

Maria  'fEeresa  succeeds  to  the  crown  of  Austria,  iii.  20,  At- 

. tacked  by  several  confederate  powers,  ii.  zi. 

Maria  Axiom,  He,  queen  of  France,  espouses  the  cause  of  A- 
merica,  iii.  164.  Supports  a party  at  court,  ii.  2qr.  Her 
compliment  to  M.  de  Suffrcin.  it.  303.  Is  suspefted  as 
being  unfavourable  to  the  popular  cause ; her  influence  over 
the  ting,  it.  463.  Has  but  just  time  narrowly  to  escape 
from  her  bed  from  the  fury  of  the  mob,  it.  483.  Is  led 
captive  to  Paris  with  the  king;  her  conduct  on  the  occasion. 
it.  488. 

Margaret  of  Valois;  her  c ha  rafter;  marries  Henry  IV.  ii. 

296, 

Mary  of  Burgundy  expefts  to  marry  the  dauphin,  L 334.  Her 
dominions  invaded  ; the  treachery  of  Lewis  ; marries  Maxi- 
milian, it.  337. 

Massacre  of  the  Protestants  on  St.  Bartholomew,  ii.  208. 

Mathews,  general,  takes  Bednore,  iii.  280.  Is  attacked  by 
Tippoo;  retires;  is  taken  ; and  his  suspicious  death,  ii.  281. 

Maufent,  chancellor,  author  of  violent  measures  against  the 
parliament,  iii.  107.  Is  dismissed  from  his  trust,  and  retires, 
ib.  1 16. 

Mauri,  Abbe,  defends  the  cause  of  the  clergy’,  iii.  498 — yqq. 

Maurice,  duke  of  Saxony,  the  head  of  the  Protestant  League, 

ii-  'Ih 

Maximilian,  king  of  the  Romans-,  marries  bv  proxy  Ann 
dutchess  of  Brittany;  but  is  soon  deprived  of  her,  ii.  14. 

Mayctsne,  duke  of,  with  the  Guises,  form  the  League,  ii.  22  3, 
His  prudent  conduft;  refuses  the  crown;  recommends  the 
cardinal  of  Bourbon,  ii.  246.  Marches  into  Normandy,  and 
attacks  the  king;  but  is  repulsed,  it.  348.  Delivers  the  city 
of  Paris;  assumes  the  supreme  command,  ii.  249.  Is  un- 
willing to  riik  an  engagement;  is  routed,  and  narrowly 
escapes,  it.  231.  Relievos  the  Parisians,  ib.  233.  His  em- 
barrassed state,  ii.  238,  Opposes  the  dake  of  Guise  being 
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Blade  king  of  Trance,  it.  2 66.  Is  alarmed  at  Henry’s  con- 
version, ib  z6q.  His  alliance  is  courted  by  the  king  of 
Spain,  it.  270.  Goes  into  Picardy,  it.  273.  Is  deserted  by 
bis  confederates  ; begs  succours  of  Philip,  176.  Attempts 
to  succour  I.aon ; but  without  effect,  it.  277.  Is  ill  support- 
ed by  the  Spaniards ; routed  by  Henry,  it.  27  q.  Inclines 
to  join  the  king;  which  he  does,  when  the  pope  absolved 
him,  iLz^z.  Assists  at  the  siege  of  Amiens ; Ills  prudent  ad- 
vice, it.  2QI. 

Majors  of  the  palace,  origin  of,  L 12,  14 o. 

Mazariis,  the  minister  to  Ann  of  Austria  regent  of  France,  ii. 
407.  Envies  the  success  of  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  ii.  41 1 . 
His  administration  unpopular;  seditions  in  Paris,  it.  417. 
Releases  his  prisoners,  and  is  banished,  it.  416.  Raises  an 
army,  and  returns;  is  proscribed  by  the  Parliament,  it.  417. 
Is  banished,  it.  420^_  Is  recalled,  and  servily  honourecTby 
the  parliament,  it.  421.  His  power  increases,  it.  412.  En- 
ters into  a treaty  with  Cromwell,  it.  427.  Negociates  a 
peace  with  Spain,  it.  470.  Refuses  to  see  Charles  II,  it. 
431.  His  great  wealth,  it.  432.  His  death  and  character, 
t^»33- 

Mcdicis,  Catherine  de,  marries  Henry,  second  son  to  Francis  L 
ii.  3.  Her  character,  it.  1583  and  ambitious  designs  against 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  it.  163.  Persecutes  the  Hugonots, 
it.  164.  Is  jealous  of  the  Guises,  it.  170.  Her  political 
conduft,  it.  171.  Unites  with  the  Guises,  172.  Jealous  of 
their  increasimg  power,  it.  176.  On  the  death  of  Francis 
II.  she  obtains  the  powers  of  regency,  it.  17Q.  Forms  a con- 
federacy, and  soon  suspefts  it.  ii.  Courts  the  princes  of 
Bourbon,  and  favour*  the  Hugonots,  it.  iSo.  Is  taken 
with  the  king  to  Milan  and  Paris,  t&2,  Takes  the  field  with 
the  king,  and  reduces  Rouen,  it.  184.  Concludes  a peace 
with  the  Hugonots,  it.  i8q.  Her  interview  with  the  duke 
of  Alva;  resolves  on  violent  measures  against  the  Hugonots, 
it.  lqi.  Deceives  them  by  her  artifices,  it.  203.  Instigates 
the  massacre  of  Bartholomew,  it.  297.  Her  insincerity  ib. 
zi2.  Is  regent  of  the  kingdom  on  the  death  of  Charles,  ib. 
ai  {.  Restrains  the  king  from  supressing  the  League,  it. 
231.  Reconciles  them  together,  it.  233.  Loses  the  confi- 
dencejof  Henry,  ib.  Her  illness,  prudent  advice,  and  death, 
it.  237. 

.Alrdicis,  Mary  de,  neice  to  the  grand  duke  of  Tuscany;  mar- 
ries Henry  IV.  ii.  302.  Her  life  endangered,  it.  316.  I* 
regent  for  her  son  Lewis  on  the  death  of  her  husband,  it. 
33t.  Satisfies  the  other  claimant  for  the  regency,  it.  332. 
Is  managed  by  her  Italian  favourites,  iLi  333.  Her  bad  po- 
licy; unites  wi.h  Spain,  it.  3331-  Her  weak  administration. 
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i!>.  437.  Her  favourites  executed ; and  she  retires  in  disgrace, 
it.  344,  Escapes  from  Blois,  it.  447.  Makes  peace  with  her 
60 n,  it.  449,  Declares  against  him,  it.  332.  Is  betrayed  by 
Richelieu,  it.  343.  Appears  reconcileato  him,  it.  384. 
Escapes  into  Flanders,  it.  384.  her  death,  it.  402, 
Mhmandre,  M.  a garde-du-corps,  heroically  saved  the  life  of  the 
queen  of  France,  by  singly  opposing  the  fury  of  the  mob,  iii. 


Mirabeau,  Count  dc,  his  charafler;  violently  opposes  Calonne 
in  the  assembly  of  the  notables,  iii.  417. 

Mittistipi  scheme,  iii.  7, 8, 

Mot  or  Paris  arm  themselves,  and  march  to  Versailles,  iii.  469. 
Their  violent  condufl  on  the  way,  it.  470.  Force  themselves 
into  the  National  Assembly,  it.  4.72.  Riotous  demands  at 
Versailles,  it.  476.  Disperse  for  a short  time,  it.  48  4.  Attack 
the  hotel  of  the  gardes-du-corps,  and  murder  some ; they  seize 
on  the  palace,  if.  484.  Force  the  queen’s  chamber,  and  are 
compelled  to  retire,  it.  483.  Demand  the  king’s  presence  at 
Paris,  it.  Condufl  the  royal  family  to  Paris,  it.  484. 

Monarchy  of  France  eleffive  and  hereditary,  i.  144. 

Monastic  vows  prohibited , iii.  400. 

Monro,  general,  takes  Pondicherry,  iii.  179. 

McntnucuIIi,  general,  penetrates  into  France,  iL  441. 

Montgomery,  count  de,  accidentally  kills  Henry  II.  in  a tourna- 
ment. it.  144.  Gallantly  defends  Rouen;  escapes  in  a boat, 
, it.  184. 

Montgomery,  count  de,  escapes  the  massacre  of  the  Protestants, 
ii.  2C).  Surrenders  Dumfort ; and  is  murdered,  it.  212. 

Montmorency,  Carolotte  de,  marries  the  prince  of  Condi,  and  is 
beloved  by  the  king,  ii.  319.  Reluctantly  accompanies  her 
husband  from  court,  it.  320. 

Montmorency,  mareschal  of,  commands  the  French  troops  ; his 
charafter,  ii.  1 UL  Is  disgraced,  it.  t2i.  Recalled  by  Hen- 
ry II.  it.  r 28.  Is  jealous  of  the  duke  of  Guise,  it.  139. 
Advances  to  the  relief  of  St.  Quintin ; his  forces  routed,  and 
himself  taken  prisoner,  it.  148.  Recovers  his  liberty  at  the 
peace,  and  regains  all  his  ascendancy  over  the  king,  it.  1 44. 
His  charafler,  it.  1 49.  Is  dismissed  from  court,  it.  162. 
Is  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Dreux,  it.  184.  Commands 
the  royal  forces;  but  is  mortally  wounded,  it.  194. 

Montmorency,  mareschal,  suspefls  the  sincerity  of  the  court,  and 
retires  to  Chantilli,  ii.  206,  Is  arrested,  it.  2x2. 

Montmorency,  duke  of,  receives  the  duke  of  Orleans,  ii.  385. 
Assembles  the  nobles  of  Languedoc ; attacks  Schomberg ; is 
rooted  and  taken  prisoner,  386.  Is  tried,  and  executed,  ii. 

387- 
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Mtunier,  W.  president  of  the  National  Assembly,  and  twe|v? 

women  of  the  mob,  deputed  to  wait  upon  the  King,  iii.  47;. 
Mountfart,  countess  of,  supports  her  husband's  cause,  L 360. 

Takes  Charles  of  blois  prisoner,  it.  368. 

Mount  fort,  count  of,  his  claims  on  Brittany,  i.  358.  Is  support- 
ed by  Edward,  it.  359.  Is  taken  prisoner,  ti.  360. 
Mousquestaires,  suppression  of,  jii.  1 32.  Disgust  occasioned  by 
it,  it.  133. 


N. 

Nantz,  edifl  of,  passed  in  favour  of  the  Protestants,  ii.  299,  Is 
confirmed  again,  iii.  338.  Is  repealed  by  Lewis  XIV,  it. 

4?  9- 

National  Assembly,  adopt  this  title  June  16,  1789,  iii.  380. 
Examine  the  taxes,  it.  Differently  received,  it.  381.  Ary 
excluded  from  the  saloon ; swear  to  be  faithful  to  their  cause, 
it.  384.  Nobles  and  clergy  withdraw,  it.  386.  They  de- 
clare  their  persons  inviolable,  ii.  Immoderate  in  their  pro-' 
ceedings,  it.  388.  Are  joined  by  some  of  the  nobles,  ii. 

390.  Remonstrate  against  the  forces  collected  in  Paris,  it. 

39 1.  Divide  themselves  into  committees,  it.  393.  Endea- 
vour to  suppress  the  tumults  in  Paris,  it.  397.  Recommend 
the  recal  of  \1.  Necker,  it.  398.  Their  letter  to  him,  it. 
399.  Difference  between  the  eledlors  and  deputies,  it.  443. 
Offended  at  the  civil  commotions,  it.  423.  Divisions  among 
themselves,  it.  424.  Debates  on  the  declaration  of  the  rights 
of ‘ nun,  it.  423,  427.  Their  debates  on  the  continuance  of 
th’e  old  taxes  until  new  ones  were  formed,  it.  428,  433. 
They  relinquish  the  rights  of  the  chace,  and  other  scignorial 
claims,  it.  434.  Are  distressed  to  supply  the  city  with  corn, 
it.  440.  Call  in  the  aid  of  the  military,  it.  441.  Are  em- 
barassed  how  to  proceed  between  the  instructions  of  their 
constituents  and  the  necessity  of  a loan,  it.  443.  Propose  a 
loan  at  44  per  cent,  it.  446.  Another  loan  of  eighty  mil- 
lions at  3 per  cent.  it.  447.  Their  debates  on  the  redemption 
of  tythes,  it.  448.  Gladly  receive  them  as  gifts  from  the 
clergy,  it.  431.  Their  debates  on  the  royal  veto,  it.  434. 
A suspensive  veto  proposed,  it.  43  c.  Their  declarations  on 
which  the  constitution  is  to  be  founded,  it.  436.  Some 
of  the  members  resign,  ii.  438,  The  declarations  of  the 
rights  of  men  and  of  citizens.^?.  459 — 462.  Are  intruded  on 
by  the  mob,  it.  472.  Their  danger  and  compliances,  it. 
483-  Singular  deputation  to  the  king,  it.  474.  Are  over- 
awed by  the  mob,  it.  478.  Fayette  arrives  with  the  Pari* 
militia,  and  assures  them  of  security,  it.  483.  They  refuse 
to  assemble  in  the  palace  of  Versailles,  it.  487.  Establish 
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military  law,  it.  496.  Decree,  that  all  the  property  of  the 
church  was  at  the  disposal  of  the  nation,  it.  4,(38.  Forbid 
monastic  vows ; diminish  religious  houses,  it.  $00.  Make 
provision  for  the  religious,  it.  ^01.  Transfer  the  creditors  of 
the  clergy  to  the  state,  it.  coz.K-educe  the  clergy  to  a small 
allowance,  it.  303.  They  divide  France  into  departments,  and 
these  into  csmmur.es,  it.  303  ; and  these  into  cantons,  it.  306. 
Their  address  to  the  nation,  1307 — 314.  Vindicate  them- 
selves and  their  proceedings,  it.  £i  3.  Increase  the  pay  of 
the  soldiers  and  sailors,  it.  £13.  Apprehend  great  danger 
from  a foreign  war,  it.  316.  Decree,  that  the  right  of  peace 
and  war  belongs  to  the  nation,  it.  3 17.  Declare  against 
any  offensive  war,  it.  318.  Abolish  all  orders  of  nobility, 
it.  320.  Carry  every  thing  in  the  assembly ; discontents 
against  them,  it.  321.  Endeavour  to  unite  the  nation  by 
the  aft  of  confederation,  it.  323. 

Navarre,  king  of,  his  miserable  deatk,  L 406. 

Neckcr,  M.  a Swiss  and  Protestant,  appointed  minister  of 
finance,  iii.  144  ; and  direftor-general,  without  a colleague, 
it.  1 34.  The  advantages  of  his  administration,  it,  198.  His 
(economical  plans  give  disgust  at  court,  it.  243,  Is  dismiss- 
ed from  office,  it.  244.  Is  recalled  to  the  administration, 
it.  366.  His  charafter,  it.  367.  Difficulties  of  his  situa- 
tion, it,  36 q.  Advises  assembling  the  states  general,  and 
enlarging  their  number,  it.  371.  His  speech  to  the  states- 
general,  it.  373.  Loses  their  confidence,  it.  376.  Recom- 
mends to  them  to  vote  by  orders,  and  nOt  by  -voices , it.  Of- 
fers to  resign,  but  is  not  permitted,  it.  387.  Is  commanded 
to  resign,  and  quit  France,  it.  393.  The  consequence  of  his 
dismission,  it.  394.  Is  recalled  by  the  king  and  the  nation- 
al assembly,  it.  398.  Returns,  and  enters  Paris  in  triumph, 
it.  409.  Recommends  a general  amnesty,  it.  410.  Ap- 

? roved  by  the  Eleftors ; but  opposed  by  the  deputies,  it.  414. 

lis  influence  lessened,  it.  416.  Declines  the  post  of  prime 
minister,  it.  438.  Acquiesces  in  the  assembly,  it.  430.  His 
melancholy  state  of  the  finances,  it.  442.  Demands  a loan  of 
thirty  millions  for  two  months,  it.  443.  His  speech  to  the 
national  assembly,  it.  44;.  Proposes  a voluntary  contribu- 
tion of  one  fourth  of  the  annual  revenue  of  every  person  ; 
success  of  this  scheme,  it.  432.  His  influence  declines ; his 
letter  in  favour  of  the  suspensive  veto,  returned  unopened,  it. 
453.  Loses  his  popularity ; retires,  it.  49;. 

Nobility,  all  orders  of,  abolished  by  the  national  assembly,  iii. 
520. 

Notles  are  gradually  reduced,  L 548.  Form  the  league  for  the 
public  good,  it.  330.  Are  reduced  by  Lewis  XI.  it.  551. 

Normans, 
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Kormattt,  their  frequent  invasion  of  France,  L Besiege 
Paris,  89. 

Notables  arc  called  together,  iii.  313.  Assemble  after  several 


0 Jet  de  Foix,  his  unpopular  government  of  the  Milanese,  ii.  82. 
Orange,  prince  of,  is  obliged  to  retire,  iii.  322.  Debates  on  his 
suspension,  ib.  324.  The  states  general  interfere,  ib.  3x7. 
Two  thirds  of  the  army  declare  for  him,  ib.  328.  Possesses 
himself  of  Wick ; reduces  Hardcrwycke,  and  blocks  up 
Utrecht,  ib.  331.  Takes  possession  of  it,  ib.  333.  The 
Hague  submits^.  334.  Is  restored  to  his  full  rights,  ib. 
115- 

Orange,  princess  of,  refuses  to  surrender  any  of  her  rights,  iii.' 

324.  Is  seized  at  Schoonhovcn,  ib.  %iq, 

Oriflame,  the  banner  of  St.  Denys,  L 203. 

Orleans,  duke  of,  defeats  the  prince  of  Orange ; the  jealousy  of 
Lewis  towards  him,  ii. 


Orleans,  duke  of,  regent  0 ranee,  iii.  2,  His  charafler  and 
moderation,  3.  Molested  by  the  intrigues  of  cardinal  Al- 
beroni,  4.  Commences  war  with  Spain,  3.  Makes  a peace,  6, 
Supports  the  Mississippi  scheme,  10.  Banishes  the  parliament 
of  Paris.  His  death,  i_z, 

Orleans,  duke  of,  refuses  to  attend  the  king's  funeral,  and  is 
banished  from  court,  iii.  1 19.  Is  recalled,  ib.  1 20. 

Orleans,  duke  of,  commands  on  board  the  French  fleet,  iii.  167. 
Opposes  the  registering  the  royal  edicts ; is  banished,  ib. 
347.  Favours  the  national  assembly,  ib.  389.  Is  called  the 
Prince  of  Patriots,  ib.  390,  Eleffed  president  of  the  nation- 
al assembly,  but  declines  it,  ib.  392.  Alleviates  the  wants  of 
the  Parisians,  ib.  464.  Withdraws  to  England,  ib.  491. 
Vindicates  himself  against  the  report  of  the  chatclet,  ib. 
Appears  on  the  day  of  confederation,  ib.  324. 

Ortez,  Viscount,  preserves  the  reformed  ; his  noble  answer  to 
the  king,  ii.  2 in. 

Orvilliers,  count  D’,  engages  the  English  fleet  off  Brest,  iii  167c 
Commands  the  grand  fleet  of  French  and  Spaniards ; men- 
aces the  English  coast,  ib.  194. 


Paoh,  general,  gallantly  defends  Corsica,  iii.  96. 

Paris,  seige  of,  30,000  perish  by  famine,  ii.  253. 

Parliament,  origin  of,  iii.  60.  Lawyers  introduced  into  them, 
71*  Nobility,  clergy  and  commons  admitted,  72-  Viewed 
by  the  monarchs  with  jealous  eyes,  73.  Enrol  the  royal 
edifls,  74.  Establish  the  authority  of  the  Romish  church, 
76.  Restored  by  Henry  IV.  78,  Reduced  by  Richelieu, 


delays,  ib.  3 1 


O. 
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7q.  Resist  the  establishment  of  the  French  academy,  79. 
Recover  their  authority  under  the  minority  of  Lewis  XIV. 
ho.  Are  obliged  to  submit  to  him,  &JL.  Are  enobled  by 
him.  Si.  Their  difference  with  the  Jesuits,  iii.  84.  Take 
cognizance  of  the  affair  of  La  Valette,  83.  Suppress  the 
order  of  the  Jesuits  in  France  Sh,  Justly  oppose  the  regi- 
stering some  royal  edifts,  89.  Violence  is  used  against  them, 
qr.  Prosecution  of  the  parliament  of  Brittany,  93.  En- 
deavour to  abolish  the  grand  council,  97.  Prosecute  the 
duke  d’Aigeillon,  too.  Fall  under  the  king’s  displeasufe, 
10:.  Remonstrate  with  him,  106.  All  the  members  are 
seized  and  banished,  107.  A new  parliament  appointed,  it. 
That  of  Rouen  protests  against  it,  108.  Several  provincial 
parliaments  suppressed,  it.  Lewis  recalls  the  old  parliament 
of  Paris,  and  suppresses  the  riew,  it.  izsh  Are  circumscrib- 
ed in  their  power,  it.  121.  And  compelled  to  register  the 
toy  a'  edifta,  it.  1 2 3. 

Parliam>:st,  provincial,  restored,  iii.  124. 

Parliament  of  Paris  expostulates  against  the  loan,  iii.  410. 
Strongly  eppose  the  new  taxes ; refuse  to  register  the  ediflj 
iii.  342.  Are  banished  to  Troyes,  it.  343.  Are  recalled,  it. 
34  Some  of  their  members  exiled  or  imprisoned  ; they  re- 
monstrate, it.  348.  They  register  the  loan,  it.  349.  Their 
spirited  remonstrance,  it.  jco.  Rcluse  to  register  the  edicts 
of  the  regent,  it.  41 3.  Rafe"troops,  it.  414. 

Parliament  of  Grenoble  pass  a decree  againstW/re/  de  cachet,  iii. 

345- 

Parma,  prince  of,  joins  the  duke  of  Maycnne  ; relieves  Paris, 
ii.  233.  Declines  an  engagement ; his  prudent  measures,  it. 
234.  Takes  Corbcil,  it.  273,  Retires  to  the  Netherlands ; 
his  cautious  march,  it,  236.  Is  harrassed  by  the  king,  but 
is  victorious,  it.  257.  Advances  to  relieve  Rouen;  is  at- 
tacked by  Henry,  ii.  1 38.  Relieves  it ; bcsciges  Cauduec  ; 
is  wounded ; the  difficulty  of  his  situation,  it.  262.  Hjs 
prudent  retreat,  it.  263.  And  death,  it.  263. 

Paul  IV.  pope,  enters  into  alliance  with  Henry  II.  ii.  142. 
Is  deserted  by  him,  it.  1 43.  Prevails  on  him  to  violate  the 
truce  with  Philip,  it.  14*4. 

Peatanti  insurrectioiyof,  1/383*  Arc  suppressed,  it. 

Pepin,  mayor  of  the  palace  reijms  supreme,  L 23. 

Pepin  the  Short  reigns  with  his  brother  Carloman,  who  retires 
from  the  throne  ; exalts  his  younger  brother,  Grippon, 
i.  32.  Conquers  and  converts  the  Saxons,  33P  Invested  with 
royalty  by  the  pope’s  allowance,  it.  34.  Defeats  his  enemies, 
it.  yc.  Restores  the  power  of  the  pope  against  the  Lombards 
yn  I falv  t/,.  3-.  8iilvlim  Vatfan.  and  annexes  the  duchy  of 
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P 'route-,  M.  his  offering  at  sea,  iii.  234.  Reduces  the  forts  of 
the  liudson's-Bay  company,  it.  it 

Pestilence  destroys  ;o,ooo  people  in  Paris  in  one  year,  L 389. 

Peter  the  Hermit  preaches  up  the  wild  expedition  into  the  Holy 
Land,  L 189.  l eads  the  first  party,  it.  lqo. 

Peter  la  Prone,  his  elevation,  L 309.  Is  tried  and  executed,  ik. 
310. 

Peter  the  Cruel,  king  of  Castile,  his  conduct,  L 393-  deserted 
by  his  subjects,  and  flies,  it.  397.  Is  restored  by  the  prince 
of  Wales;  his  ingratitude,  ih.  39s.  His  death,  it.  tqq. 

Philip  at  the  age  of  fifteen  rules  forhimself,  L 181.  Deserts 
the  cause  df  GcofFry ; his  character,  it.  182.  Attempts  to 
assist  the  descendants  of  the  late  regent,  but  deserts  them,  it. 

1 8 1-  Opposes  William  the  Conqueror,  and  encotiragcs  his 
son  Robert  in  rebellion,  it.  1 3 j His  reflection  on  Wil- 

liam causes  another  war  ; divorces  his  wife  Bertha,  it.  183. 
Receives  as  his  wife,  Emma  of  Calabria ; robs  her,  and  dismisses 
her ; marries  Bertrade ; falls  under  the  censure  of  the  pope,  it. 
187.  Is  excommunicated  a third  time,  it.  iqi.  Troubles  in  his 
kingdom,  it.  192.  Associates  his  son  Lewis  with  him  in  the 
throne,  it.  193.  Is  wholly  governed  by  Bertrade,  it.  194. 

Philip  Augustus,  his  accident  and.  dangerous  illness,  i.  247.  is 
crowned  ; marries  Isabella  of  Ilainault,  it.  246.  Succeeds 
to  the  throne,  as  Philip  II.  it.  248.  His  character  and  con- 
duct, it.  249.  Expels  the  Jews;  fortifies  the  cities,  it.  270, 
Suppresses  an  insurrection  excited  by  his  mother,  it.  231. 
Reduces  the  count  of  Flanders,  it.  272.  Engages  in  war 
against  Henry,  ih.  254.  Compromised  by  the  pope,  it.  1 3 3. 
Supports  Richard  against  his  father,  it.  2 36.  Makes  peace 
with  England,  it.  257.  Prepares  for  the  Holy  Land;  ar- 
rives in  Sicily  ; his  difference  with  Richard,  it.  ; ;8.  Arrives 
in  the  East ; supports  Conrad,  it.  264.  Assists  in  taking 
Acre,  it.  26;.  Leaves  the  Holy  Land,  and  swears  not  to 
molest  the  English  in  the  absence  of  Richard,  it.  266.  His 
treacherous  conduft ; intrigues  with  John  against  his  brother, 
it.  267.  Makes  war  on  the  English  while  their  king  is  in 
Captivity,  it.  268.  Is  deserted  by  John  ; retreats  before 
Richard,  it.  270.  Is  routed,  and  flies  for  his  life,  it.  271. 
Makes  peace,  which  he  soon  violates,  it.  272.  Pursues  the 
count  of  Flanders ; his  distrest  situation ; reje&s  his  wife 
Ingerbcrge,  it.  274.  Supports  prince  Arthur  against  king 
John,  it.  277.  Invades  Normandy,  supported  by  the  people; 
take  Chateau  Gaillard,  it.  277.  Unites  Normandy  to  his 
crown,  it.  278.  Arms  againstjohn,  at  the  instigation  of 
the  pope,  it.  280.  Engages  the  confederate  forces,  and  routs 
them,  it.  282.  Elis  death  and  character,  it.  286. 

c 3 . Philip, 
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Philip  III.  tlie  Hardy,  succeeds  his  father,  and  continues  the 
war  against  the  Saracens,  L 306.  Returns  to  France ; escape* 
the  pestilence,  ih,  307.  Engages  in  war  with  Alphonso,  ib. 
308.  Besieges  and  takes  Gironne,  ib,  3 1 z.  Ilis  death,  16, 


Philip  IV.  the  Fair,  succeeds  his  father;  makes  peace,  ib.  313. 
Engages  in  war  with  England,  ib,  31 5.  15,000  French 

perish  at  sea;  deceives  Edward,  ib.  316.  Makes  peace  with 
him,  ib.  317 ■ His  difference  with  pope  Boniface,  ib.  318. 
Raises  Bmrartd  to  the  popedom;  narrowly  escapes,  ib.  320. 
Imprisons  the  count  of  Flanders,  and  seizes  his  territories,  if. 
3*2.  Again  marches  thither  and  withdraws,  ib.  324.  Hi* 
camp  penetrated  by  the  Flemings;  besieges  Namur;  consent* 
to  peace,  ib.  325.  Spoils  the  Knights  Templars,  ib.  326. 
His  domestic  misery,  ib.  327.  His  death,  ib.  328. 

Philip  V.  the  Long,  obtains  the  regency  and  crown,  1.  3 33 ■ I* 
dissuaded  from  a crusade,  ib,  334.  Regulates  the  coin,  ib. 
23  £.  Excludes  the  clergy  from  parliament,  ib.  336.  Hia 
death  and  character,  ib. 

Philip  VI.  His  claim  to  the  regency,  L 346.  Succeeds  to  the 
throne ; the  Fortunate,  attacks  the  Flemings  and  defeats  them, 
ib.  349.  Forms  alliances  against  England,  ib.  3 52.  Declines 
engaging  with  the  English,  ib.  355.  His  fleet  is  destroyed, 
ib.  356.  Advances  against  the  F.nglish,  ib.  357.  Makes 
peace,  ib.  358.  His  treasury  exhausted,  ib.  363.  Prepares 
English,  ib.  365.  Is  forced  to  engage  them  at 


engage  1 
Unable  to  relieve  Calais,  ib. 
Obtains  Dauphiny,  and  dies. 


to  repel  the  English,  ib.  365. 

Crecy,  and  is  routed,  ib.  367. 

369.  Makes  peace,  ib.  370. 

^37  '• 

Philip,  duke  of  Burgundy,  preceptor  to  the  young  king,  ne- 
glcfts  his  trust,  L 410.  Has  the  sole  administration,  ib.  41 1. 
Routs  the  Flemings,  ib.  412.  Is  constituted  regent,  ib.  418. 
Suppresses  gaming,  ib.  420.  Unites  with  the  dauphin,  ib. 
442.  Is  invited  to  an  interview  with  him,  and  is  assasinat- 

tiLiK  44  3- 

Philip  the  Good,  duke  of  Burgundy,  long  supports  the  English, 
but  quarrels  with  the  duke  of  Bedford,  L 480.  Unites  with 
Charles,  ib.  481.  His  son  conspires  against  him,  ib.  494. 
Philip,  count  of  Bologne,  his  character,  L 2qo.  Conspires 
against  Blanche,  ib.  2^2.  Accepts  a pension,  ib.  293. 
Philip,  king  of  Spain,  omits  the  opportunity  of  marching  against 
Paris,  ii.  149.  His  persecutions  in  the  Netherlands,  ib.  222. 
Dreads  a protestant  king  in  France;  supports  the  league,  ib. 
245.  Attempts  to  gain  the  crown  of  France  by  negotiation, 
ib.  265.  For  his  daughter  Isabella,  ib.  266.  Courts  the  fa 


vour  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  ib.  269. 
conduct,  and  wishes  for  peace,  ib.  293. 


Sees  the  folly  of  his 
Philip 


€ 
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Philip  IV.  of  Spain,  makes  peace  with  Holland,  ii.  41 2. 
Pierre,  Eustace,  de,  St.  citizen  of  Calais,  generously  offers  his 
life  to  save  the  citizens,  L 370. 

Poitiers,  Diana  de,  duchess  de  Valentinois,  mistress  to  Henry  II. 

ii.  128,  Her  character  and  influence,  ib.  1 zq.  Her  disgust 
' against  the  duke  of  Guise,  ii.  153. 

Pelt  rot  de  Mere,  John,  assasinates  the  duke  of  Guise,  ii.  187. 

Accuses  the  protestant  princes  ; his  execution,  ib.  188- 
Portocamn,  governor  of  Dourlens,  takes  Amiens  by  surprize, 
ii.  289.  Is  killed  in  a sally,  ib.  iqo. 

P rentes/,  general,  gains  time  from  d’Estaing  j is  reinforced,  iii. 

190.  Defends  Savannah,  ii.  191. 

Prussia,  king  of,  his  preparations  to  support  the  prince  of 
Orange,  iii.  330. 


R. 

Resvaillac,  Francis,  account  of  his  life,  ii.  32  3.  Assasinates 
Henry  the  Great,  ib.  327.  His  tortures  and  declaration, 

ib.  3J2. 

Raymond,  count  of  Toulouse,  a friend  to  toleration,  for  which 
he  is  persecuted  by  the  see  of  Rome,  L 279. 

Religious  houses  diminished,  iii.  300. 

Renaudie,  John  de  Bary  la,  his  character,  ii.  163.  Becomes 
leader  of  the  protestants,  ib.  1 66.  Their  design  to  seize  the 
Guises;  is  discovered,  ib.  167.  Bravely  defends  himself  in 
the  forest  of  Chateau  Renaud,  but  is  overpowered  and  slain, 
ib.  169. 

Rene,  duke  of  Lorrain,  heads  the  Swiss,  L 329.  Routs  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  ib.  ^3 O. 

Republican  party  prevail  in  Holland ; intimidate  the  senate, 
iii.  326. 

Retx,  his  character;  intrigues  with  the  league,  ii.  414.  Is 
imprisoned,  ib.  420. 

Resolution,  see  parliament,  national  assembly. 

Richard  is  supported  by  king  I'hilip.  L 236.  Their  difference; 
arrives  in  Sicily,  ib.  238.  Assists  in  taking  Acre,  ib.  263. 
Philip  leaves  him  in  Palestine,  and  swears  to  a peace  in  hi* 
absence,  ib.  266.  Returns  from  Palestine;  is  shipwrecked, 
imprisoned,  and  sold,  ib.  267.  Is  ransomed  at  1 50,000 
marks  of  silver,  ib.  269.  Marches  against  Philip,  and  com- 
pels him  to  retreat,  ib.  270.  Engages  him  again,  and  routs 
his  forces,  ib.  271.  Concludes  a peace,  which  is  soon  vio- 
lated, ib.  272.  Elis  death,  ib.  274. 

Richard  1 1.  king  of  England  ; his  oppression  ; revolt  against 
him,  i.  423.  Is  deposed  and  murdered,  ib.  426. 

c 4 Richelieu, 
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Richelieu,  bishop  of  Lucon,  made  secretary  of  state,  ii.  333.  I* 
dismissed,  ib.  344.  Again  recalled,  and  makes  peace  bo- 
tween  the  king  and  his  mother,  ib.  34 q.  Courts  the  duke 
of  Luines  ; his  ambitious  designs,  /i.  333.  His  charafler, 
ib.  362.  Establishes  himself ; expels  the  forces  of  the  pope 
from  the  Valteline,  ib.  363.  Marries  Henrietta  of  France  to 
Charles  of  England  ; his  designs  against  the  Hugonots, 
ib.  366.  His  superior  influence,  ib.  363.  His  prepara- 
tions to  reduce  the  Hugonots,  ib.  374.  Conducts  the  siege 
of  Rochelle,  ib.  373.  Reduces  it,'  ib.  376.  Allows  the  in- 
habitants toleration  : he  is  entrusted  with  the  conduit  of  the 
naval  affairs,  ib.  377.  His  designs  against  the  house  of 
Austria,  ib.  378.  Enters  Montauban  ; his  moderation  to- 
wards the  vanquished,  ib.  381.  Is  created  principal  minis- 
ter, and  lieutenant-general , reduces  Pignerol,  ib.  382.  En- 
ters into  a treaty  with  Gustavus  of  Sweden;  introduces  a 
French  garrison  into  Casal,  ib.  38a.  His  negociations  with 
the  German  princes,  ib.  388.  Reduces  the  duke  of  Lorrain, 
ib.  383.  Assists  the  Swedes  against  the  house  of  Austria  ; 
takes  part  in  the  war,  ib.  330.  E.ngages  the  dukes  of  Parma 
and  Savoy  in  his  interest,  ib.  331.  Hk  conduit  and  re- 
sources on  the  success  of  the  Spaniards  in  Picardy,  ib.  333. 
Exposed  to  great  danger  by  a confederacy  against  him ; his 
conduit  towards  his  enemies,  ib.  334.  Suppresses  a revolt 
in  Normandy,  ib.  337.  Prepares  to  support  the  Catalans; 
prevented  by  illness  from  advancing,  ib.  400.  A conspiracy 
against  him  by  Cinq  Mars,  ib.  401.  Suppresses  it,  and  pu- 
nishes his  enemies,  ib.  402.  His  death,  and  charaltcr, 

ib.  403-4. 

Richelieu,  duke  of,  captures  Minorca,  iii.  £3.  Commands  the 
French  army,  ib.  36.  Retreats  in  disgrace,  ib.  38. 

Riots,  on  account  of  scarcity  of  corn,  iii.  132.  Riot  in  Paris; 
several  slain,  ib.  362.  In  the  Thuillenes,  ib.  333.  Riots 
and  devastations  throughout  France,  ib.  407. 

Ripuariau  law,  charaltcristics  of,  L 123,  1 1 8. 

Robert,  king  of  France,  is  compelled  to  dissolve  his  marriage 
with  Rertha,  L 1 38.  His  domestic  unhappiness,  ib.  1 33. 
Reduces  Burgundy,  ib.  160.  Associates  his  eldest  son  with 
him,  ib.  161.  Declines  the  preferred  empire  of  Germany, 
ib.  162-  Associates  his  second  son  with  him,  ib.  163.  Re- 
bellion of  his  other  sons,  ib.  164.  And  their  reconcilia- 
tion ; his  death  and  charafler,  ib.  163. 

Robert  of  Artois,  his  charalter  ; attempts  to  recover  the  coimty 
of  Artois  by  forged  deeds,  L 350.  Is  disgraced  in  France ; 
welcomed  in  England,  ib.  331,  Attacks  Vannes ; his  death, 
ib.  361. 

Rochambeaa, 
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RecbaWbeau,  count,  arrives  in  America  with  12,000  troops,  iii. 
2io.  Assists  at  the  siege  of  York  Town,  ib.  235. 

Rodney,  admiral,  engages  the  Spanish  squadron  under  don  I An- 
gara, iii.  202.  Defeats  them;  captures  five;  relieves  Gibral- 
tar, ib.  203.  Sails  for  the  West  Indies  ; engages  with  count 
<le  Guichen,  ib.  206.  Is  too  late  to  relieve  Tobago  ; declines 
an  engagement,  ib.  ii-j.  Engages  M.  de  Grasse,  ib.  231. 
Completely  defeats  the  French  fleet,  and  takes  five  men  of 

■ war,  ib.  252. 

Rodolph,  duke  of  Burgundy,  seizes  the  throne  of  France,  i.  99s 

Rollo,  duke  of  Normandy,  i.  q6. 

Rome  is  taken  and  plundered,  ii.  103. 

Rot rry,  baron  de,  minister  of  the  finance,  ii.  290.  His  integrity, 
ib.  299.  Artfully  deprives  Biron  of  all  his  cannon,  ib.  307. 
Goes  to  England  as  ambassador  on  the  accession  of  James  I. 
ib.  312.  Is  created  duke  of  Sully,  ib.  314.  Withdraws 
from  the  court  of  Mary  in  disgust,  ib.  333. 

RulUccurt,  baron  de,  surprizes  Jersey,  but  is  scon  routed  and 
slain,  iii.  222. 

Ruyter,  de,  admiral  of  the  Dutch,  his  success,  ii.  443.  And 
death,  ib.  453. 


Si.  Germain,  count  de,  minister  of  France,  suppresses  the  Moos- 
quetaires,  iii.  142.  Retires  from  the  aaministration,  ib. 

Sciadin  the  Great,  his  charafter  and  success,  i.  260.  Besieges 
and  captures  Jersusalem,  ib.  262. 

Salic  law,  i.  16;  1 36.  Fixes  a fine  on  lives,  1 27. 

Sartine,  M.  removed  from  the  marine  department,  iii.  220. 

Satiny,  duke  of,  his  weak  claims  to  the  throne  of  France,  iu 
249.  Is  repulsed,  ib.  230.  Seizes  on  Saluces,  ib.  299. 
Comes  to  Paris,  and  endeavours  to  gain  the  king’s  favour, 
ib.  300.  Takes  to  arms  ; is  reduced,  and  sues  for  peace, 
ib.  301.  But  intrigues  with  the  nobles,  ib.  303.  His  suc- 
cess against  the  Spaniards,  ib.  346.  Hi$  country  overrun  ; 
and  his  death,  ib.  382. 

Sebitm  in  Rome  of  the  Clementinet  and  Urbanites,  i.  421. 

Sean  It,  M.  Ricart  de,  delivers  a deed  of  some  clergy  for  sur- 
rendering their  tythes,  iii.  449. 

Semblencai  unjustly  executed,  ii.  83. 

Sfortca,  Ludovico,  seizes  the  duchy  of  Milan,  ii.  19.  Pre- 
pares to  defend  his  usurpation,  ib.  31.  Retires  before  the 
French  ; castle  of  Milan  betrayed,  ib.  33.  Returns  again, 
ib.  34.  Deserted  by  the  Swiss  troops : delivered  to  the 
French,  and  ends  his  days  in  banishment,  ib.  34. 

Sieyes 
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Sieves,  abbe,  his  famous  motion,  iii.  379. 

Sicilian , Vespers,  when  8000  French  were  murdered,  i.  310. 

Soldiers  join  in  supporting  the  popular  party,  iii.  397. 

Soubise,  duke  of,  destroys  the  French  fleet  in  the  harbour  of 
Rochelle,  ii.  367.  , 

Spenser,  the  minister  of  F.dward,  hated  by  his  queen,  i.  337.  It 
seized  and  executed,  ib.  340. 

Stanislavs,  king  of  Poland,  iii.  1 5.  Retires  from  the  crown, 
ib.  1 6.  Is  called  to  it  by  the  Poles,  but  opposed  by  the 
Russians  and  Germans,  ib.  17.  Takes  shelter  in  France, 
ib.  1 8. 

States  General  of  France  seldom  assembled,  i.  546.  Are  art-  • 
fully  deprived  of  their  popularity,  ib.  352.  Assemble  at 
Paris  to  dispose  of  the  crown  of  France,  ii.  263.  Various 
pretentions,  ib.  266.  Are  fixed  at  above  1000  members,  iii. 
371.  The  third  estate  claim  the  right  of  voting  with  the 
other  two,  ib.  377.  Call  themselves  the  Commons,  ib.  378. 
See  National  Assembly, 

States  of  America  revolt  from  Great  Britain,  iii.  128.  Form 
thirteen  united  provinces,  ib.  1 29.  Declare  for  independence, 
ib.  147.  Difficulty  of  preserving  their  arrpy  from  disband- 
ing, ib.  149.  Arc  supported  by  France,  ib.  164.  Receive 
a plenipotentiary  from  France,  and  commissioners  from  Eng- 
land, ib.  1 7 1.  Arc  assisted  by  Spain,  ib.  193. 

States  General  give  orders  to  chastise  Utrecht,  iii.  327. 

Strasbargh ; insurrections  there  ; suffer  both  from  the  populace 
and  military. 

Stuart,  general,  invests  Cuddalore,  iii.  283.  Gains  the  out- 
works ; repels  the  besieged  in  a sally,  ib.  284. 

Suffrrin,  M.  de,  is  sent  to  the  East-Indies ; attacks  the  En- 
glish, but  is  repulsed,  iii.  239.  Sails  to  the  coast  of  Coro- 
mandel,/^. 239.  is  disappointed,  and  steers  off,  ib.  260. 
Secures  his  convoy  ; engages  the  English  fleet,  ib.  261.  Is 
reinforced  at  Cuddalore,  ib.  263.  Again  engages  the  En- 
glish off  Negapatam,  ib.  266.  Is  reinforced  ; Besieges  Trin- 
comale,  and  takes  it,  ib.  267.  Again  engages  the  English 
off  Trincoraale;  is  ill  supported  by  the  other  captains, 
ib.  268. 

Segur,  abbot  of  S.  Denis,  minister  to  I.ewis  VII.  advises  him 
against  going  to  the  holy  wars,  i.  213,  Rules  in  the  king’s 
absence,  ib.  217.  Ilis  wise  administration,  ib.  224,  His 
death,  ib.  226. 


T. 

Tassilon,  duke  of  Bavaria  ; his  ambition  and  ingratitude,  i.  48. 
His  treachery  detected,  and  he  is  confined  to  a monastry, 
ib.  49. 

TheoioriCf, 
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Tieodtric,  king  of  Ostrogoths,  defeats  Clovis,  i.  14. 

'l'ippoo  Saib,  assisted  by  the  french,  defeats  the  English,  iii.  262. 
His  charafier,  it.  280.  Reduces  general  Mathews  ; basely 
violates  the  terms  of  surrender,  it.  281. 

Tobago  captured  by  the  French;  honourably  treated,  iii.  227. 

ToUatdal , count,  vindicates  the  name  and  innocence  of  his  fa- 
ther, count  Lally,  iii.  182. 

Trial  by  ordeal,  i.  130.  By  combat;  become  universal, 
it.  1 3 1. 

Turenn c,  mareschal,  recovers  the  day,  and  saves  the  king,  ii.  41 8. 
Takes  Dunkirk,  it.  426.  His  victories,  ii.  430.  Is  killed, 
i6-  +*1, 

Turgot,  M.  minister  of  finance,  ui.  131.  Retires  from  office, 
it.  144. 

Tjthes  surrendered  by  some  clergy  to  the  national  assembly, 
iii.  450. 


V. 

Valtttt,  la,  the  commercial  jesuit,  iii.  84. 

Valois,  family  of,  reign  in  France,  i.  345. 

Van  Berkel,  the  first  pensionary  of  Amsterdam ; his  charac- 
ter, iii.  323. 

Vauireuil,  marquis  de,  escapes  from  admiral  Rodney,  iii.  233. 

Vendome,  duke  of,  his  success  in  Spain ; restores  Pnilip,  ii.  491. 

Venice,  states  of,  ii.  47.  Importance ; defeat,  it.  48. 

Vergemses  count  de,  character  of,  iii.  291.  His  answer  to  the 
queen,  it.  296.  Makes  peace  between  the  emperor  and  the 
Dutch,  it.  298.  His  treaty  with  them  for  France,  it.  299. 

Vesuvius  mount,  dreadful  eruption  of,  iii.  196. 

Vienne,  archbishop  of,  defied  president  of  the  national  assem- 
bly, iii.  392. 

Vsllars  sieur  de,  bravely  defends  Rouen,  ii.  239.  Sallies  forth 
and  cuts  off  many  of  the  besiegers,  it.  260. 

Villars,  mareschal,  his  prudent  retreat,  ii.  488.  Is  defeated  by 
Marlborough,  it.  492.  Cuts  off  the  supplies  of  prince  Eu- 
gene, it.  494.  Negociates  a peace,  it.  493. 

Villars,  governor  of  Rouen,  declares  for  Henry,  ii.  273.  En- 
counters the  Spaniards,  and  is  slain,  it.  280. 

Vi/liers,  duke  of  Buckingham  ; his  charafier,  ii.  364.  His  at- 
tachment to  the  queen  of  France,  it.  37:.  Persuades  Charles 
to  assist  the  Rochellers,  it.  372.  He  is  disappointed  at 
Rochelle,  and  defeated  at  St.  Martins,  it.  373.  Is  assasi- 
nated,  it.  373. 

Villeroy  is  defeated  at  Ramillies,  ii,  481, 

Voltaire,  his  death,  iii.  1 83. 

Urban 
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Urban  II.  pope,-  excommunicates  Philip  of  France,  i.  1 87.  Re- 
commends the  Crusades,  it.  188.  Declines  die  expedition 
himself,  ib.  189. 


W. 

Washington,  general  of  the  American  forces,  iii.  141.  Driven 
from  New  York,  ib.  1 47.  Declines  a general  engagement, 
ib.  148.  Defeats  a body  of  Hessians,  ib.  150.  Is  defeated 
by  General  Howe,  ib.  1 55.  Attempts  to  surprize  the  Bri- 
tish forces  without  success,  ib.  158.  Reinforced  by  12,000 
French,  ib.  2 to.  Delivered  from  the  treachery  of  Arnold, 
ib.  217.  The  discontents  of  his  troops,  ib.  219.  His  pru- 
dent measures  ; besieges  York-town,  ib.  234,  and  takes  it, 

' ib.  236. 

William  duke  of  Normandy  defeats  the  king  of  France,  i.  172. 
conquers  England,  ib.  181.  Reconciled  to  his  son,  who 
spares  his  life,  ib.  184.  New  rupture  with  Philip;  his 
death,  ib.  185. 

William,  prince  of  Orange  ; his  character  ; called  upon  to  defend 
the  Dutch,  ii.  446.  Engages  the  French  forces,  ib.  449.  Is 
defeated  at  St.  timers,  ib.  455.  Is  invited  to  England  and 
made  king,  ib.  461.  Reduces  Namur,  ib.  467.  Makes 
peace  with  France,  ib.  468.  Joins  in  the  partition  treaty, 
and  is  disappointed,  ib.  473. 

Wit,  John  dc  ; his  charaftcr,  ii.  442.  He  and  his  brother  torn 
to  pieces  by  the  populace,  ib.  445. 

Wolsej,  Cardinal,  minister  of  England  ; favours  the  interest  of 
Francis  I.  ii.  70.  then  forsakes  him,  tb.  71.  Disappointed 
of  the  popedom,  ib.  90. 


X. 

Ximenes,  cardinal,  minister  of  Spain,  ii.  68. 
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